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PREFACE. 


FEW  books  arc  more  pleafing  or  inftrudive 
than  thofc  which  contain  accounts  of  travels 
or  voyages,  into  diflant  countries.  But  at  the  fame 
time,  no  writers  feem  more  incapable  of  defcrib-* 
ing  what  they  fee,  or  more  liable  to  be  impofed 
upon  by  others,  than  many  of  thofe  to  whom  wc 
owe  produdlions  of  this  natur.e,^  .-ThA.  lot  of  vifit- 
ing  foreign  climat^j'foi'^.frivCTftjigjf^v^ge  lands, 
has  generally  falleh'*tQ!|He-4varitious  or  the  de- 
vout, men  whofe  vie\ys-,\ycj5ccantfa(5ted  by  gain, 
or  blinded  by  fuper(titiM;4:'lhbs;i-fht)ugh  in  ge- 
neral they  tell  us  whS»r*thty*'Ka.ce  bbferved,  their 
accounts  are  mixed  with  inftances  of  grofs  igno- 
rance, or  miftaken  zeal.  We  generally  find  their 
productions  loaded  with  minute  and  uninterefling 
tranfa(3:ions^  falfe  miracles,  nautical  remarks,  or 
tedious  diaries,  which  fatigue  the  reader  and  re- 
prefs  curiofity. 

The  being  acquainted  with  the  world  from 
books  of  this  kind>  thus  becoming  a  tafk  almofl 
as  difficult  as  vifiting  in  perfon  the  places  they 
deicribe ;  and  the  numbers  of  fuch  books  flill  in- 
creafing  the  difficulty,  it  was  by  many  thought 
advifeable  to  reduce  the  number,  and  retrench 
the  abfurdities  of  fuch  works  by  compilation. 
To  this  we  owe  the  many  ColleStions  of  voyages 
and  travels  that  have  been  publiflied  at  different 
jtuxies  among  us^  all  profetling  to  affgrd  the  reader 
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the  g3*eateft  plcafure  jn  the  fmallcft  cpmpafs,  ttid 
gifeateft  benefits  at  the  fmalleft  expence. 

The  three  moft  confiderable  colleftions  of  thidl 
kind  are  Purchafe's  Pilgrims,  ChurchilFs,  and 
Harris's  Colledion  of  Voyages  and  Travels,  As 
to  Purchafe^  it  was  colledled  at  a  time  when  the 
natj^ral  hiftory  of  nations  was  yet  but  in  its  in- 
fancy, and  confequcntly  his  books  are  filled  with 
all.  the  folly  and  credulity  of  thofe  who  were  de- 
ceived themfelves,  or  with  the  grofs  falfehood 
of  fuch  as  ftrove  to  acquire  reputation  by  deceiv- 
ing others. 

Churchill,  exclufive  of  the  fize  and  price  (it 
Confiding  TDft^DO-.jcfe  -jhan.. eight  'folio  volumes) 
has  but  lirffe*  «civaflt3gcVof!||hb  former ;  he  has 
given  place  tcf*'ihui:h;'fluniber,  for  it  feemed  a 
maxim  with .  Wgj  tp 'irjcdt  nothing. 

The  form€t  bbiCTY.W€^s  ire  in  a  great  meafure 
applicable  to  the  coflcdtTon^By  Dr.  Harris.  Many 
of  the  articles  given  in  his  work  are  very  old, 
delivered  in  very  bad  language,  and  in  many  in- 
ftances  of  doubtful  authenticity.  Hence  this,  as 
well  as  the  two  former,  is  now  purchafed 
tather  from  motives  of  curiofity  than  pleafure, 
rather  by  the  antiquary  than  the  modern  reader. 
The  fucccfs  of  thefc  works  (for  with  all  their 
faults  they  were  found  to  be  ufeful,  and  confe- 
qucntly were  well  received  by  the  public)  has 
produced  many  fmaller  abridgments,  which  have 
appeared  at  difi^erent  times  and  in  various  fizes. 
It  is  fcarce  necefifary  to  remark  on  thefe,  that 
they  are  but  little  known,  and  after  their  firft 
publication  little  called  for.  The  views  of  the 
publifhers  being  merely  lucrative,  they  have  been 
compiled  with  fo  little  judgment,  and  printed 
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with  fo  little  care,  that  they  may  juflly  be  con*  " 
fidered  and  ranked  among  the  number  of Itfoft"* 
works  which  arc'  merely  calculated  to  pleafe-'ttfe  '  , 
vulgar.  Some  of  thele  compilations  th^refoh^ 
ihpugh  promifing  in  the  title  the  contfirtt$^ ^  a' 
folio,  are  too  frjull  to  afford  much  entert^ioirifht' 
to  the  (Jifappointed  purcbartr. 

To  mix  profit  with  delight  (hould  be  the  Aiiq 
of  all  writers,  and  the  bufincfs  of  every  book :  and 
nothing  can  contribute  more  to  tfiefc  valuable 
ends  than  ajudicious  work  of  this  nature,  in  whidr 
we  can  travel  to  the  molt  diitant  cprncrs  qf  the 

Sprld,  without  ftirring  from  our  clofets/^choeii^ 
e  moft  eotcftaiD\ng  route,  embark  vtritlf.  Ihe 
t^H  agreeable  cooipnions,  view  riemote  '^Itlei 
^4  ^beir  governments,  extend  our  acqaaiiitaiibe 
Arbugh  all  the  nations  of  the  globe,  and  intefeft 
porlelves  in  a  fucceflion  of  incidents  ahd'Tdfefi^ 
tares,  that  at  once  improve  the  mind  and  delight 
the  imagination. 

Thefe  purpofes,  wc  apprehend,  have  not  been 
fully  aqlwered  in  the  voluminous  coUediohs 
which  have  hitherto  appeared  in  our  language ; 
the  £ze  and  price  of  a  folio  are  fufiicient  to  inti- 
midate an  ordinary  reader  from  purchafmg  th? 
work,  or  peruling  its  contents.  And  what  w^ 
oblerved  in  regard  to  travels  is  equally  ap- 
plicable to  the  numerous  accounts  uf  voyages 
that  have  obtained  a  place  in  even  the  bctt 
compilations.  They  are  generally  (o  {lufied 
with  dry  defcriptions  ofbca.ings  and  ditlances, 
,  tides  and  currents,  variations  of  the  compafs, 
kewa^d,  wind  and  weather,  founding,  aninbr- 
.40g,  and  other  terms  of  navigation,  that  nciie 
.,JiHt  mere  pilots,  or  feafaring  pccple,  can  tead 
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thr.m  without  difyuft.  In  a  word,  tbrv  are  filled 
v/ith  ftich  remarks  as  nuy  be  very  ufeful  in  a 
fca^journali  to  juAify  the  condudl  of  the  mariners 
to  tluir  owners,  but  which  in  a  general  view 
fnrnifl)  few  articles  of  ufeful  information  or  en- 
tertainment. 

Vnnn  thcfc  confulerations,  and  from  a  mature 
conviction  that  a  compilation  of  this  kind  might 
be  rendered  more  authentic  and  ufeful  than  any 
hitherto  publiflicd,  we  have  been  induced  to  of- 
fq*  a  New  Collcdion  of  Voyages  and  Travels  to 
the  public,  to  whofe  candor  the  principles  on 
which  the  prcfent  undertaking  has  been  framed, 
are  here  fubmitted.  Our  wifhes  were  to  prefcnt 
the  reader  with  an  account  of  the  feVcral  coun- 
tries of  the  world,  and  their  inhabitants ;  the 
natural  hillory  of  each  kingdom,  and  of  the  ri- 
vers or  fcas  which  divide  kingdoms  from  each 
other.  In  (hort,  to  give  fuch  a  defcription  of  the 
Globe  which  we  inhabit  as  at  once  might  be 
concifc,  yet  comprehenfive,  as  might  catch  the 
fancy  while  it  improved  the  underfianding ;  and 
wc  may  venture  to  fay,  that  he  who  has  made  a 
proj>er  utc  of  this  work  will  fcarce  want  any 
other  alVidancc  to  complete  his  fkill  in  geography, 
as  fur  ;it  lead  as  it  is  unconncv^lcd  with  atlronomy 
or  mathematical  calculations. 

In  order  to  this,  i^reat  care  was  to  be  taken  in 
the  fcUding  of  proper  guides.  And  even  in 
fome  of  ti\c  bclK  tlie  caution  was  to  be  ufed  of 
not  implicitly  follo\\  ing  them  into  error  or  ab- 
furditics. 

In  the  arrapgen>cnt  of  the  materials,  we  have 
brvxj^ht  lojicthcr  th?  dircrent  accounts  or  each 
ivuii^y  u;»  one  v:cw,  though  tfisy  mny  have 
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.|)een  made  at  very  didant  periods^  and  when 
there  was  an  opportunity  of  choice  among  writers 
on  the  fande  nation^  the  lateft  vifitors  ha\re  ge- 
nerally been  preferred,  as  likely  to  give  the  leal); 
fallacious  information. 

This  colle(5tion  admitted  of  a  natural  divifion 
into  two  capital  parts,  namely»  thofe  who  vifited 
the  coafls  otiiy,  ^d  of  thofe  who  travelled 
through  the  interior  countries.  In  the  Voyages^ 
which  form  the  firft  part  of  this  work,  the  reader 
will  find  a  true  pidure  of  naval  viciflitudes  and 
dangers.  The  xourfes  purfued  by  vefTels  from 
one  country  to  another^  their  jQiipwrecks  and 
efcapes.  Here  will  be  found  defcriptions  of  the 
feveral  coafts,  baySy  rivers  and  harbours,  with 
fuch  accounts  of  the  inhabitants  as  a  curfory  ac- 
quaintance could  fupply. 

The  latter  part  of  this  work  confifts  oi  Travels 
bnly,  and  exhibits  the  interior  parts.  The  ac- 
counts of  thbfe  contain  a  more  minute  detail  of 
the  natural  hidory  of  each  country,  its  monu- 
ment of  antiquity,  its  government,  religion,  com^ 
merce,  manners,  and  fpirit  of  thinking.  The 
whole  given  not  with  the  dry  and  difgufting  pro- 
lixity of  a  geographer,  but  for  the  mofl  part  in 
the  language  of  the  travellers  themfelves ;  a  lan«> 
guage  in  fome  mdances  rude  indeed,  but  ener- 
getic, expreffive  of  the  feelings  of  men  acquaint- 
ed with  fatigue  and  with  danger.  Nor  will  it 
be  ohe  of  the  fmallefl  advantages  of  this  work> 
that  we  have  icarce  any  where  omitted  the  ha- 
zard, the  calamities,  the  hair-breadth  efcapes^ 
which  thefe  bold  men  have  endured  and  fur- 
mounted.  Thefe  accounts  interefl  us  as  we  read  ^ 
we   travel  on  with  the  pilgrim;  fear   for   his 
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diflrei!es»  and  czult  in  bis  ddiverance  and  fattf- 
fadion. 

From  this  method  it  is  hoped  that  we  have 
united  the  two  great  aims  of  every  writer,  in- 
firudiion  and  amufement.  While  the  reader  is 
only  purfuing  his  entertainment,  he  will  here 
find  himfelf  deceived  into  fcience,  and  that  with 
as  great  certainty  as  if  he  had  fpent  his  time  in 
making  himfelf  mafter  of  the  mofl:  voluminous 
fyftem  of  gieography.  Here  wiil  be  found  what 
fuch  fcientific  works  offer,  but  without  their 
difgufting  drynefs.  A  conneded  fyftem  is  not 
therefore  to  be  expedled  under  this  form;  but 
that  nothing  fhould  be  wanting  to  this  purpofe, 
the  whole  work  is  introduced  by  a  familiar  com- 
pendium  of  geography,  as  it  is  neceflary  to  know 
fomething  of  the  ufual  divifions  of  the  Globe?, 
its  circles  and  its  points,  before  we  enter  into 
its  more  minute  difcriminations. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  the  BrA  volume 
contains,  befides  the  compendium  of  geograp))y 
above  mentioned,  the  firft  difcovery  of  Amcric}», 
by  Columbus,  beginning  with  him  as  his  voy- 
ages are  the  firft  in  order  of  time,  which  mervt 
regard,  and  have  occafioned  alfo  fo  great  an  al- 
teration in  the  commercial  fyftem  of  Europe. 
This  difcovery  naturally  leads  us  to  conftdcr  Spa- 
nish America,  and  to  give  an  account  of  th^ 
conqueft  of  Mexico  and  Peru  by  the  Spaniards, 
under  Pizarro  and  Cortes.  To  this  more  an- 
tient  ilate  of  thofe  countries,  we  have  added 
Ulloa's  moft  modern  account,  fo  that  we  fee 
with  precifion  what  alterations  thefe  extenfive 
countries  have  underwent  fince  they  came  under 
the  dominion  of  Spain.    The  volume  concludes 
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tnde  between  Old  Spain  and  ite  coloniea^^i^i 
oAahig'  foAMt' c«ri6ii6  pili9icttlanr^  ^ 

<^:  fiflKriie  feoond  Voltinie  mre  giite  inr^laMMr 
Voyhglb  w  th«  Brteil,  aiy  axiCDdttt  of  the'Voittt^ 
glide  fttdetaetat  there/ ehtkrged  bv  fbmi^lbrtteF 
ptftieiilfn  of  later  date.  TMn'folfeMrs^ih^i^^ 
coBcemiog  the  Jefuits  lA  Paragtiay,  a'otf "AMftlfl^^ 
OMf  ^aatb  northward,  we  dole  iM^hiBif-ribliii»i't& 
the'  Poitiigwfe  and  Spahifli  pofleffiom'on  ^ 
dMtittemr  bf  Wafer's  defcription  of  the^HlbiMf 
ofiDarien.    Still  (leering  to  the  ndrtb/  Ifie'Bif^^ 
tifik^oniioiom  in  that  country  claim  bilf  ^Hfi4 
cipl-  attention.     We  have  therefore;  frddli  tlH^'' 
lam  ibferniatioB^  given  a  cbnndft^  view  of  tltif 
Briiiib  ^fettleitoents  from  Florida  to  Nawfbo^ 
land ;  and  have  alfo  added  a  defcription  of  the' 
American  Iflands,  to  whatever  nation  they  be- 
long, in   which   their  refpedlive   produdts  and 
articles  of  trade  have  been  efpecially   regarded. 
For  many  of  the  particulars  relating  to  the  In- 
dians and  inland  parts  of  this  extenfive  empire* 
we  are  obliged  to  major  Rogers,  col.  Bogquet, 
and  governor  Pownal ;  thefe  are  the  guides  we 
have  taken,  in  preference  to  the  French  defcrip- 
tions  of  thefe  countries,  which,  upon  many  ac- 
counts^ are  more  liable  to  fufpicion.    If  we  have 
extended  a  little  in  this  part  of  the  work,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  interefl  every  Briton  has  in  the 
countries  defcribed  will  be  a  fufiicicnt  apology. 
Nor  is  this  the  only  objeftion  we  have  to  fear  in' 
this  part  of  the  work.     It  may  be  urged,  that 
as  the   continent  of  North  America  is  fo  very 
extenfive  backwards,  what  we  have  in  this  place 
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given  from  Wafer»  Rogers  and  Bouquet^  relat-^ 
ing  to  the  interior  parts,  belong  rather  to  ihe 
department,  of  travellers.  We  acknowlege  the 
obje<5lion»  and  only  have  to  anfwer,  that  we  have 
always  facrificed  method  td  perfpicuity,  and  in 
this  inftance  have  rather  given  the  whole  of  the 
accounts  of  the  new  world  under  one  view,  thao 
perplexed  the  reader  by  partial  and  feparaie  ia- 
formation. 

Having  thqs,  as  far  as  our  defign  admitted^ 
exhaufted  the  defcription  of  the  New  World« 
we  next  proceed  to  the  firft  difcovery  of  the 
Eaft  Indies  by  the  Portuguefe,  and  in  an  intro^ 
du£tion  to  De  Gama's  Voyage,  have  traced  the 
fcveral  progreffive  attempts  which  led  to  the 
doubling  the  Cape  of  Good-Hope.  After  Dc 
Gama's,  we  have,  as  a  curiofity,  given  the  firft 
voyage  to  thefe  parts,  undertaken  by  the  EngliOi 
on  account  of  the  Eaft  India  company.  Then 
follrws  a  Voyage  to  the  Cape  Verd  Iflands,  Kol- 
bein's  accurate  account  of  the  Cape  of  Good- 
Hope,  and  NieuhofPs  Voyage  to  the  Baft  Indies^ 
ill  which  is  introduced  a  fiithful  narrative  of  the 
cruelties  pradifcd  by  the  Dutch  on  the  Englifli 
at  Amboyna.  The  volume  clofes  with  a  (hon 
view  of  the  Engli(h  fettlements  and  trade  in  thefe 
parts  of  the  world. 

Having  now  given  the  completed  accounts 
that  could  be  obtained  from  the  preceding  me- 
thod, of  the  weftern  and  eaftcrn  navigations ; 
the  third  volume  is  appropriated  to  the  circum** 
navigators  of  the  Globe:  Men  whofe  attempts 
were  great,  and  diftrcfles  iurprifing,  but  who, 
with  an  unfpeakable  fortitude,  furmounted  all, 
and  returned  to  enrich  tbeir  native  country  by 
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thctf  weakh-and  their  difcovedtt.  ^^Of  tbefe  "mt 
have  felofled  Drakc^  Dam{»ery  Woodes:  Rogers; 
and  efpecially  Anfon  ^  iince  tbe  voyuge  of  the 
latter y- ^whether  weconfider  tbe  authenticity:  t>f 
his  mttter^  or  the  elegant  manner  in  wJiicb  kiia 
rdated,  nay  be  confidered  as  ^e  tnoft  yalnabf* 
pubtkratioa  of  the  kind. 

'  I  With  the  circomnavigatora,  we  dofe  the  firft 
diviiion  of  this  collection,  which  confifh  of  voy^^ 
•gea:  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  volumes,  we 
lmf€  gtvco  the  relations  of  the  moft  epprofed 
tnweUera  through  Europe,  Africa  and  Afia;  be^ 
giamng  at  the  north  of  Europe,  and  advancing 
ibathwaid  and  eaftward,  as  far  as  their  journiea 
could  be  extended  by  land.  Where  thele  have 
been  tedioos,  too  minute  or  di(guftingly  dry,  we 
Imw  taken  the  liberty  to  retrench  them.  Oa 
the  contrary,  where  any  have  been  fuperficial  or 
negligent,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  of  improving 
their  accounts  by  inferting  paffages  from  others. 
Thus,  Kcyflcr,  for  inftance,  who  is  reckoned 
one  of  the  moft  faithful  dcfcribers  of  Europe,  is 
at  the  fame  time  fo  prolix,  that  we  have  in  many 
places  curtailed  his  too  minute  defcriptions  of  un- 
interefting  objedts,  which  has  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  engrafting  in  proper  places,  from  later 
writers,  fome  of  the  moft  judicious  remarks  on 
the  living  manners  and  peculiarities  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  various  countries,  that  have  appeared 
in  any  language.  Wherever  we  have  availed 
ourfclves  of  the  ofefervations  of  thcfe  writers,  the 
oUigalion  is  in  every  inftance  acknowleged. 

After  traverfing  fo  many  foreign  countries, 
it  would  be  an  unpardonable  omifiion  to  have 
overlooked  our  own,  and  like  fome  mlniftcrs, 
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too  much  employed  in  foreign  conqued^,,  Ifif^, 
our    native    dominions    ijnregardcd.  .  la  ot^^. 
counitries   we  had»   perhaps,   fcenes  of  Jiata!;^^ 
beauty,, luxuriant  fbils,  and  happy  climates  ip^  ' 
defer ibe;  but  in  Britain  we  chiefly  confini^  oifj^j^^ 
fe]vcs  to  what  makes  the  happinefs  of  the  peopl^^ 
flill  fuperior  to  that  derived  from  fuch  adv^^.: 
tages,  namely,  the  government  of  the  Mun|fy,| 
its  conflitution  and  excellent  laws.     It  is.^t^cA;; 
which  make  Great  Britain  the  delight,  the  en^. 
and  the  miflrefs  of  the  world;  and  in  this  partf^jT 
our  undertaking,  it   would   be  ungenerous  nof: 
to  own  our  obligations  to  the  learned  Dr.  Blacl^r 
(lone,  whofe  commentary  on  the  laws  of  Epgr 
land  affords  the  tnoA  accurate  and  clear  idea  of 
the  Britifh  conflitution;  and  in  fome   meafurp 
does   what  had   been  defpaired  of  by  others 
reconciles  law  and  philofophy. 

Having  defcribed  our  interior  government  and 
laws,  it  was  thought  a  neceflary  conclu^on  to 
this  work  to  exhibit  a  (hort  hiflorical  view  of 
our  naval  tranfadions  from  the  time  when  qiju: 
navy  became  refpedlable  by  the  defeat  of  tbp 
SpaniOl  Armada,  to  the  end  of  the  late  fu^f- 
ceftful  war.  Nor  will  this  be  fo  foreign  from 
our  principal  defign,  as  may  appear  on  a  tran- 
iient  glance :  for  in  this  we  (hail  fee  the  ef- 
fect of  wife  regulations  on  land  powerfully  opcf 
rating  on  the  ocean,  we  fhall  fee  how  far  a  jufl 
policy  at  home  is  capable  of  rendering  us  formi- 
dable in  every  part  abroad. 

This,  it  is  hoped,  will  fuffice  (nor  could  Icfs 
have  been  fufBcient)  to  give  the  reader  a  previous 
idea  of  the  nature  of  the  colledion  here  put  into 
his  hands;  of  the  labour  this  work  hath  c(>i^, 
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of  the  Mitty  volumes  we  have  been  obliged  t<S 
v/^t  through,  and  which   wcrfe  to  be  read, 
^  thbiigh  they  were  at  length  to  be  rcjeftcd.    Men 
not  ^erfed  iti  ftudies  of  this  kind  are  apt  to  over- 
look a  toUedlor^s  afliduity,  and  defpife  his  care; 
ydt'lt  is  tticcflary,  both  for  the  improvement  and 
ehtert^oient  of  mankind,  that  there  (hould  be 
fubH^'WHters,  men  of  ftudious  application  and 
biimble  aims,  willing  to  promote  knowlege  with- 
oih^' being  known,  abd  to  fmooth  the   way  to 
viftbries  which  they  are  not  to  (hare.   The' pains 
we  have  been  at  is  unneceflary  to  be  infifted  on  % 
the  e?cpence  which  this  work  has  cod  is  obvious. 
It  was  our  defign  to  make  fuch  a  colledtion  as 
would  afford  at  once  the  utility  of  a  geographical 
fyftem,  and  the  amufement  of  itinerary  adven- 
turers :   to  ofFcr  nothing  of  our  own  but   what 
was  necefTary  to  connedt  the  materials,  and  to 
^)vt  nothing  from  any  other  but  what  might  be 
lepended  upon  as  true.    While  there  are  readers 
Willing  to  acquire  knowlege  without  pain,   arid 
entertainment  without  interruption,  a  work  of 
this  kind  muft  be  ufeful.    And  this  we  may  ven- 
ture to  fay,  that  we  undertook  the  tafk  not  be- 
caufe  we  thought  that  the  work  was  likely  to  fell^ 
but  becaufe  we  knew  it  was  wanting. 
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BEFORE  we  defcepd  to  tbe  doftrine  of  thd 
Earth  and  its  affe&lons,  it  wiU  tioc^be  imper- 
tinent to  premife  a  fummary  view  of  the  So4 
lar  fyftem  of  which  it  is  a  part :  as  the  fcvcral  par» 
-  titulars  comprehended  under  the  term  Geography, 
cannbc  be  adequately  underftood,  without  attending' 
lo  the  confideration  of  the  Earth  as  a  planet  i  whicK 
irill  account  for  feveral  principles  that  muft  elfe  be 
received  implicitly,  without  undcrftanding  the  caufes 
from  which  they  are  to  be  deduced. 

.  The  moll;  confpicuous  celeftial  ofajcA  which  at- 
tnfts  our  notice,  is  that  glorious  luminary  the  Sun  ;   - 

'ibe.  parent  of  light  and.  heat  to  thofe  feveral  bodies 
which  moving  round  it  in  regular  orbits  *  and  ftated 
periods,  from  weft  to  eaft,  conftitute  that'^mily  of 

,  Planets  denominated  the  Solar  fyftem. 

'  By  the  oibit  of  a  planet  h  to  be  nnderftood  that  path  it  de- 
Jcribei  in  Tpce  round  the  Sud  ;  whofe  attrafiion  combining  wict^ 
th«  planetN  prcjMlite  force,  [which  tend*  to  carry  it  forward  in  a 
diied  line}  retaioi  and  caufcs  it  :o  tegaid  ilie  Sun  as  a  centre,  re- 
TOlriog  continuall)'  round,  without  ever  deviaiiag  from  its  legulac 
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•  Of  thefc,  Aftronomers  have  difcovcred  fix,  whicfi 
are  diftinguiflied  by  the  names  oiF  Mercury,  Venus, 
the  Earth,  Mars,  Jupiter,  and  Saturn.  But  though 
fo  intimately  conneded  with  us  in  the  fame  relation 
to  our  common  Sun;  yet  by  reafon  of  their  great  dif- 
tances,  thefe  planets  are  not  diftinguifhable  by  the 
eye  from  the  fixed  ftars,  excepting  by  a  fuperior 
brightnefs. 

The  Sun,  an  immenfe  globe  of  fire,  is  placed  near 
the  common  centre  of  the  orbits  of  all  the  planets 
which  compofe  our  fyftem.  His  diameter  is  com- 
puted to  be  763  thoufand  miles ;  he  turns  round  his 
own  axis  *  in  25  days  6  hours,  of  our  time;  as  is 
difcovered  by  attending  to  the  motion  of  fpots  on 
his  furface ;  and,  by  the  various  attraftions  of  the 
circumvolving  planets,  he  is  agitated  by  a  fmall 
motion  round  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  whole 
fyftem. 

Mercury,  the  neareft  planet  to  the  Sun,  defcribes 
his  revolution  in  87  days  23  hours  nearly,  of  our 
time;  which  is  therefore  the  length  of  his  year. 
But  being  fo  near  the  Sun,  and  no  fpots  being  feen 
on  his  furface,  the  time  of  rot^ion  on  his  axis,  or 
the  length  of  his  day  and  night,  remains  as  yet  un- 
known. His  diameter  is  computed  at  2600  miles, 
and  his  diftance  from  the  Sun  to  be  about  36  millions 
of  miles  -|-.  The  light  and  heat  he  receives  from 
the  Sun  are  almoft  ieven  times  as  great  in  degree  as 

*  The  aUs  of  a  planet  is  a  line  conceived  to  be  drnwn  throagh 
the  centre  of  it,  from  one  (ide  to  the  other,  about  which  it  revolves 
as  on  a  real  fpindle ;  the  extremities  of  this  line  terminating  at  op- 
pofitc  points  of  the  planet's  furface,.  are  called  the  poles  of  it, 

f  The  diilances  of  the  planets  from  the  Sun  hcie  affij>ned  differ 
from  tbofe  hitherto  received,  being  much  larger :  tlicy  are  taken  on 
ihe  authority  of  the  ingenious  Mr.  Fergufon  (whom  wc  have  in  gene- 
ral follo^^  in  tM  little  compendium)  as  afcertained  from  obierva- 
tions  of  the  late  iranfit  of  Venus  over  tiic  difk  of  the  Sun,  in  1761. 
See  the  Table,  p«  io« 
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#iliR  US  f  yM  ifr  the  gtett  heac-of  this  planet  no  fufs. 
4rienc  argdmtiit  againft  its  being  inhabited.  Heat 
iad  cold  arr  itoktive  terms,  and  as  our  globe  is  in* 
habited,  it  is  ar  coAclufion  warranted  by  analogic  rea^ 
femnr,  that  all  other  globes  wluch  like  us,re?oIvft 
round  tbt-  Sun,  ai^  alio  fumUhed  with  inhabitants  t 
whole  conftitudons  are  fuitably  framed  to  the  cir^ 
cuonftances  of  their  fituation.  When  viewed  through 
t  ^)0d  tefefeope.  Mercury  exhibits  all  the  various 
phaies  of  the  Moon,  excepting  that  we  never  fee 
Aim  quite  fUff;-  fbr,  when  his  enlightened  fide  is 
turned  fun  toward  our  Earth,  he  is  either  wholly 
loft  m  the  Sun's  beams^  or  hid  by  the  interpofitioi 
of  that  grand  ^luminary. 

The  next  planet  in  order  is  Venus,  whofe  diametdr 
b  7006  niiles;  and  Ker  diftance  from  the  Sun  near  69 
nSaons  of  diifes.  She  goes  round  the  Sun  in  22  4  dayi 
17  hours  nearly,  of  our  time :  but  Aftronomers  d^ 
ier  gready  as  to  the  length  of  her  day ;  Kanchini 
making  it  equal  to  24  4-  of  our  days ;  while  Cafllni 
makes  her  diurnal  revolution  to  be  in  23  hours;  and 
Kepler  and  others  compute  it  to  be  in  about  14 
hours:  a  difagreement  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
making  accurate  obfervations  from  her  fpots.  When 
Venus  appears  weftward  of  the  Sun,  (he  rifes  before 
him,  and  is  then  ouf  morning  ftar ;  when  ihe  ap- 
pears eaftward  of  him,  flie  fcts  later,  and  is  theii 
called  the  evening  ftar ;  being  each  in  turn  for  290 
days.  • 

Venus  and  Mercury  are  called  inferior  planets, 
from  their  orbits  being  included  within  that  of  the 
Earth* 

The  Earth  which  we  inhabit,  is  the  next  planet 
beyond  Venus  in  the  fyftem  ;  at  thay iftance  of  near 
95  millions  of  miles  from  the  Sun  •,  which  it  encircles 
in  365  days  5  hours  49  minutes,  as  meafured  by  the 
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time  of  its  diurnal  revolution  round  its  own  sOciSf 
The  diameter  of  the  earth  is  7970  miles;  and  by 
turning  round  it$  axis  every  24  hours  from  weft  to 
eaft,  it  caules,  tc^  its  inhabitants,  who  conceive  it  to 
be  at  reft,  an  apparent  motion  of  all  heavenly  bo* 
dies  from  eaft  to  weft  in  the  fame  time :  a  deception 
which  all  the  penetration  of  many  of  the  antient  phi- 
lofophers,  could  not  enable  them  to  correft  5  and 
which  affords  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  danger  of 
trufting  wholly  to  appearances,  and  the  evidence  of 
our  fenfes.  By  its  diurnal  rotation,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  equatorial  parts,  are  rapidly  carried  1042  miles 
every  hour,  while  the  Earth  itfelf  proceeds  at  the 
rate  of  58  thoufand  miles,  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time, 
on  its  annual  pafllage  round  the  Sun  !  This  amazino- 
motion,  though  1 20  times  fwifter  than  that  of  a  can- 
non ball,  is  yet  but  little  more  than  half  the  fwift- 
ncfs  of  Mercury  !  And  however  •  this  may  ftagger 
the  belief  of  perfons  not  ufed  to  fuch  contempla- 
tions ;,  if  the  Earth  were  fuppofed  to  be  fixed,  and  all 
the  heavenly  bodies  to  move  round  it,  as  they  feem 
to  do,  principles  muft  be  admitted  infinitely  more 
Ihocking  to  probability  in  every  point  of  view. 

The  Earth  is  accommodated  with  an  attendant 
planet  or  fatellite  called  the  Moon ;  which  regards 
the  Edrth  as  a  primary,  moving  round  it,  as  the  Earth 
moves  round  the  Sun.  Like  the  Earth,  the  Moon 
is-  a  dark  globe,  fhining  only  by  refledting  the  light 
of  the  Sun:  its  diameter  is  2180  miles,  and  its  dif- 
tance  from  the  centre  of  the  Earth  240  thoufand 
miles;  revolving  round  it  in  27  days  7  hours  43 
minutes.  When  the  Moon  is  between  us  and  the  Sun, 
fhe  difappears,  as  her  dark  fide  is  then  turned  toward 
us ;  as  (he  proceeds  onward,  we  begin  to  fee  her 
enlightened  fide,  which  we  call  the  new  Moon,  this 
increafcs  to  our  view  as  ftie  advances,  until  ftie 
comes  to  be  oppofite  to  the  Sun ;  when  her  whole 
enlightened  face  being  turned  toward  the  Earth,  fhe 

appears 
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imfa  a  round  illumioed  orb.  wluch  we  term 
CDC  full  Mooiu  From  the  full,  (he  feems  to  decreafe 
gnduill^idlnou^  the  other  half  of  her  courfef  un-v 
ttl  her  xienoonjun&ion! wkh  the^UD,  when  (he dif-^ 
appean  asbefire.'  TherMoon  turns  round  her  am 
in  the  (ame  time  exa£Qj  as  (he.  reyohres  round  the 
Earth ;  which  is  the  reafon  that  the  fame  fide  of  her 
is  always'  toward  us  (   irtt  that  her  day  and  night 

taken  tog^ther^  are  as  long  as  .our  lunar  month, 

.  ^  ■•-.■(  .  • 

To  inhabitants  of  the  Moon  the  Earth  muflr  appear 
die  Uggeft  body  in  the  Uiuyerfey  ferving  it  in  the 
capacity  of  a  Moon,  thirteen,  times  as  Jarj^^asthati 
appears  to  us.  The  Earth  muft  wax  and  wane  re- 
golariy  to  her  c  when  (he  chanKS  to  tis,  the  Earth 
wHl'zpp&ir  fall  to  her ;  and  when  (he  is4n  her  firA> 
quarter  to  us»  the  Eaith  is  in  ity  third  quarter  to  her  i 

All  dark  bodies  expofed  to  the  light  of  the  Sun, 
caft  a  (hadow  behind  them;  which  is* nothing  but  a 
privation  of  light  in  the  fpace  oppodte  to  the  Sun,  by 
the  rays  being  intercepted  by  the  opaque  body  :  and 
the  Earth  and  Moon  being  both  opaque  bodies,  which 
derive  all  their  light  from  the  Sun  -,  when  cither  of 
them  interpofes,  the  other  will  in  fome  meafure  be 
obfcqred.  Thus,  a  folar  eclipfe  is  occaiioned  by  the 
interpofition  of  the  Moon  betwixt  the  Sun  and  the 
Earth ;  and  a  lunar  eclipfe,  by  that  of  the  E^rth  be-' 
twixt  the  Sun  and  the  Moon.  Such  is  the  bulk  of  the 
Sun,  and  the  diftances  of  the  feveral  planets,  that  the . 
primary  planets  can  never  eclipfe  each  other :  a  pri- 
mary planet  can  only  eclipfe  its  fecondary,  or  be 
eclipied  by  it ;  and  then  only  when  in  oppofition  to, 
or  conjundion  with,  the  Sun. 

The  Moon  being  lefs  than  the  Earth,  her  (hadow 
can  never  cover  the  whole  globe,  but  only  a  part ; 
|Uid  a  total  darkneis  happens  only  to  thofe  inhabitants 
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included  within  the  (hadow :  the  circumjacent  pait9 
witbin  the  penumbra  or  partial*  fhadow,  will  receive 
different  degrees  of  illumination,  according  to  the 
diftance  from  the  centre  of  the  realfhadow.  Beyond 
the  limits  of  this  ^penumbra,  the  Suo's  face  appear^ 
entire,  and  no  eclijpfe  is  perceived. 

As  it  is  evident  there  can  be  no  eciipfe  of  the  Sun, 
but  vJicn  the  Moon  is  in  the  change,  ip  there  can  be, 
no  eciipfe  of  the  Mo6n  but-  at  the  time  of  the  full: 
and  fmce  there  is  a  new  and  full  Moon  e^ery  month, 
it  may  be  proper  to  point  out  the  reafon  why  there  h 
not  an  eciipfe  at  thofe  times  in  every  month  alfo. 

Did  the  orbit  of  the  Moon  coincide  with  the  plane 
of  the  Earth's  orbit,  there  would  be  a  total  eciipfe 
of  the  Moon  at  every  full,  and  a  central  eciipfe  of 
the  Sun  at  every  change.  But  their  orbits  being  placed 
obliquely,  interfeft  each  other  in  two  points  called 
nodes,  where  the  Moon's  orbit  is  found  to  make  an 
angle  of  about  five  degrees  with  the  ecliptic.  The 
Moon,  therefore,  may  be  in  fuch  a  pofition  from  the 
nodes,  as  to  pafs  the  oppofition  or  conjun&ion  cither 
too  high  or  too  low  to  enter  the  (hadow  of  the  Earth, 
or  to  have  her  fhadow  or  penumbra  fall  upon  the 
Earth.  Hence  it  is,  that  every  new  and  full  Moon 
do  not  neceifarily  occafion  an  eciipfe  :  and  it  will  far- 
|:her  appear,  that  no  eciipfe  can  happen  but  when  the 
Moon  is  near  one  of  her  nodes  ;  when  her  diftance 
from  it  will  determine  the  quantity  of  the  eciipfe. 
Both  kind  of  eclipfes,  may  be  either  total,  partial,  or 
central. 

The  planet  Mars  is  the  next  in  order,  beyond  the 
orbit  of  the  Earth.  His  diftance  from  the  Sun  is 
computed  to  be  near  1 45  millions  of  miles,  and  he 
goes  round  it  in  686  of  our  days  and  23  hours-,  which 
is  therefore  the  length  of  his  year :  the  time  of  his 
diurnal  revolution  exceeds  ours  by  40  minutes.     His 

diameter 
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diameter  is  4444  miles 'j  the  Sun  appears  but  half  fo 
large  to  him  as  to  us  j  and  his  proportion  of  light 
and  heat  but  haif  of  what  we  receive.  This  planet 
being  but  a  fifth  part  lb  large  as  the  Earth,  if  he  is 
attended  by  any  moon,  it  muft  be  very  fmall  •,  and 
no  one  has  yet  been  dilcovered  by  our  beft  lele- 
fcopes. 

Jupiter,  the  largeft  of  all  the  planets,  is  ftill  higher 
inthefyftem;  being  about  493  millions  of  miles  trom 
the  Sun.  He  is  above  rooo  times  as  large  as  our 
Elarth,  his  diameter  being  81  thoufand  miles:  he 
accomplishes  his  annual  period  in  1 1  of  our  years, 
3 1 4  days,  and  1 2  hours  ;  and  turns  round  his  axis  in 
^  hours  ^6  minutes.  Jupiter  i^  fonietinies  feen  to  be 
lurrounded  with  fome  faint  appearances  which  arc 
called  belts  \  but  fo  many  changes  are  obfcrvable  in 
them,  fomeiimes  vaniihing  entirely,  that  nothing  caa 
be  determined  of  them. 

To  Jupiter  the  &in  a{>peaF9  but  Vr  part  fo  lat^ 
•s  he  does  to  us  i  and  muft  communicate  light  and 
heat  In  proportion.  But  this  de&ciency  is  compcn- 
&ted  bf  the  quick  fucceflion  of  his  days ;  and  by  four 
moons,  ibme  larger  and  ibme  lels  than  eur  Earth, 
which  revolve  abdut  him :  fo  that  there,  is  iio  part  of 
this  lar^  phnet,  but  whilt  is  cnttghicned  by  one  or 
BiiBrcM  them,  during  the  night  feafon.  The  firft 
moon,  or  that  neareft  hitr],  goes  round  him  in  i  day, 
]  8  hours,  36  minutes  of  our  time,  at  the  dilUnce  x£ 
229  thoufand  miles  from  his  centre  -,  the  fecond,  per- 
forms his  revolution  in  3  days,  13  hours-,  15  minutes, 
at  364  thoufand  miles  diHance  %  the  third,  in  7  days, 
%  hours,  59  minutes,  at  the  dillance  of  5S0  dioiiland 
miles }  and  the  founh  or  outermoft,  in  1.6  days,  18 
hours,  30  minutes,  at  one  million  of  miles  diftance 
fcdm  his  centre.  'The  three  neareftof  his  mooos 
p^s  through  his  fliadow  and  are  edi^d  in  every  rti- 
ihcdiitioB  \  but  the  orbit  of  his  fourth  iooon  is  fo  qiuch 
6  4  inclined. 
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iDclinedy  that  it  pafies  its  oppofition  to  Jupiter  with* 
jout  falling  into  his  fhadow,  two  years  in  every  fixt 
By  thefe  eclipies  aftronomers  have  not  only  difcovercd 
that  the  Sun^s  light  is  eight  minutes  of  time  ifi 
coming  to  us;  'but  they  can  alfo  determine  the 
longitude  of  places  on  this  Earth,  with  greater 
facility  and  certainty,  than  by  any  other  methpd  yet 
known. 

Saturn,  the  moil  remote  of  all  the  planets,  is  about 
904  millions  of  miles  from  the  Sun  :  his  diameter  is 
6y  thoufand  miles ;  he  is  therefore  near  600  times 
the  fize  of  our  Earth.  He  performs  his  annual  cir- 
cuit in  29  of  our  years,  167  days,  5  hours ;  but  not 
having  any  fpots  on  his  body  which  are  vifible  to  us 
at  this  diftance,  the  pofition  of  his  axis,  the  time  of 
his  turning  round  it*  and  the  length  ^of  his  day  and 
.night,  are  of  confequence  unknown  to  us.  To  Sa- 
turn the  Sun  appears  only  -^  part  fo  large  as  he  i$ 
feen  by  us ;  to  which  his  light  and  heat  bear  pro- 
portion:  but  then  he  is  attended  with  five  moons, 
the  periods  and  diftances  of  which  are  as  follows. 
The  firfl:  or  neareft  moon  goes  round  him  in  i  day, 

21  hours,  10  minutes,  at  the  diftance  of  140  thou- 
fand miles  from  his  centre ;  the  fecond,  in  2  days, 
17  hours,  40  minutes,  at  187  thoufand  miles  dif- 
tance  ;  the  third,  in  4  days,  12  hours,  25  minutes,  at 
263  thoufand  miles  diftance  -,  the  fourth,  in  15  days» 

22  hours,  41  minutes,  at  600  thoufand  miles  dif- 
tance  5  and  the  fifth  or  outermoft,  in  79  days,  7 
hours,  48  minutes,  at  1  million  800  thoufand  miles 
diftance. 

Befide  thefe  five  moons,  Saturn  is  accommodated 
^ith  a  fingular  phenomenon,  being  furrounded  by  a 
broad  thin  illumined  ring,  at  about  21  thoufand 
miles  diflance;  and  being  alfo  about  the  fame 
breadth.  One  half  of  this  ring  is  enlightened  by  thp 
^un  for  near  15  of  our  years  together,  that  is,  for  one 
7  half 


tuitisf  Saturn's  fidar  itvotmkwi  ftrib'ipng  doEie 
tfaeitfbie  will  tbtsTiag  be  Wfibfe  jud  tn^ifiblealter- 
luiefyf  .byt^ihoukl  the  tans  of  t&or  jplaoet  be  iiidlned 
^^ibcrinft  it  would  appear  sMid  diufjipetf  opce  ey^ 
of  their  natural  days^  to  the  inhabitants*  fer  a  di^oe 
on  exch  fide  of  Saturn's  equino&ial,  equal  to  the  Xv(p* 
pakd  inclinatiott.  Many  other  cafes  might-  be  ftated 
nom  difii:rent  fuppofitions ;  which,  th^u^  they  wpidd 
prove  emeitaHiihg:to  foeculadve  reaklers,  oiirliiniti 
will  ndc  allow  OS  to^^npobf      :        '    I 
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We  have  now  gone  through  a  gener^  account  of 
the  regular  bodies  which  compofe  the  iblar  fyftem. 
But  tbefe  are  not  all  which  belong  to  it  ^  for  ^e  art 
ibmetimes  vifited  by  erratic  bodies  called  Con>6t94 
Thefe  move  in  very  eccentric  ellipfes,  and  return  a( 
very  different  peiiods  •,  three  of  which  being  calcu* 
lated  are  found  to  return  at  intervals  xii  75,  129,  an({ 
575  year's-  This  laft  Comet,  at  its  fartheft  recefij 
mud  be  about  11  thoufand  200  millions  of  milef 
from  the  Sun  :  while  its  lead:  diftance  from  thu 
centre  of  the  Sun  is  but  490  thoufand  miles ;  withiii 
lefs  than  4-  p&rt  of  the  Sun's  femidiameter  from  hif 
furface.  At  this  part  of  its  orbit^  in  going  round  th^ 
Sun,  its  fwiftnefs  is  found  to  be  that  of  880  thoufand 
miles  in  an  hour  1  The  aftonilhing  length  which  thU 
Comet  flies  to  in  the  univerfal  fpace,  naturally  fuggefts 
to  our  imagination  the  vaft  diftance  betwixt  our  Sua 
and  th^  nearefl;  of  the  fixed  &zts  !  whofe  attra£tioi) 
the  Comets  cannot  reach,  to  return  periodically  to  the 
Sun :  and  hints  to  us  that  thofe  ilars  fhining  by  their 
own  luftrc,  are  alfo  Suns  each  furrounded  with  its  fe« 
veral  fyilem  of  planets,  all  reduced  to  one  point  of  vi* 
£on,  by"  their  aftonifhing  diftance. 

The  near  approach  (bme  of  thefe  Comets  make  to 
the  Sun  is  fuch,  as  would  vitrify  any  known  fubftance : 
the  heat  which  that  of  the  year  1680  thus  acquired^ 
was  calculated  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  to  exceed  by  2006 
times,  that  of  red  hot  iron;  and  that  being  thu^ 
heated,  it  would  retain  its  heat  during  its  revolutioa 
until  it  returned  to  the  Sun,  were  it  20  thoufand  years 
inftead  of  575.  It  is  believed  that  there  are  at  leaft 
2 1  comets  belonging  to  our  fyftem,  moving  in  all 
diredions. 

The  Comets  appear  with  long  tranfparent  trains  or 
tails  extending  from  that  fide  which  is  oppofite  the 
Sun ;  the  nature  of  which  has  afibrded  much  room 
for  conjecture  and  cpntrovjerfy.    But  from  the  cir* 


i2         I  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N; 

ctimftance  of  their  conftant  oppofition  to  the  Sun,  it 
is  not  improbable  that  they  may  be  their  feveral  lucid 
atmofpheres,  which  though  loft  in  the  rays  c^  the 
Sun  on  their  enlightened  fides,  may  neverdielefs  be 
vtfible  in  their  fliadows. 

That  the  univerfal  fpacc  in  which  the  celeftial 
bodies  nrK>ve,  is  a  vacuum,  feems  moft  reconcilable 
to  phenomena,  and  to  reafon ;  whatever  the  Carte- 
fians  and  others  may  oppofe  to  the  contrary.  We 
find  all  mediums  that  we  are  acquainted  with,  to  re- 
tard the  motion  of  bodies,  in  proportion  to  the  den- 
fity  of  fuch  medium  :  as  the  planets  therefore  proceed 
with  fuch  uniform  motions,  it  argues,  that  the  fpace 
in  which  they  n[K>ve  muft  be  void  of  all  fenfible  re* 
fiftance,  and  confequently  of  all  fenfible  matter  \  ex- 
cept perhaps,  as  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  fuppofes;  fbme  few 
mnd  rtiuch  rarified  efiluvia  of  the  planets  and  ^mets, 
luid  the  pafling  rays  of  light. 

This  is  farther  corroborated  by  confidering  the 
izure  colour  of  the  flcy ;  which  admits  of  being  more 
rationally  accounted  for  on  the  principle  of  a  vacuum, 
than  upon  any  other  principle.  Where  there  is  no 
tnatter  to  refied  the  rays  of  light,  (whatever  thofc 
rays  may  by  hypothefes  be  fuppdfcd  to  be),  they  will 
pida  through  fuch  place,  and  leave  it  totally  dark :  now 
if  the  univerfal  fpace  be  fuppofed  to  be  totally  dark  ; 
fuch  darknefs,  feen  through  the  enlightened  atnrK>- 
fphere  which  furrounds  the  Earth,  will  neceflarily  be 
loftened  into  an  azure  blue :  and  this  we  experience 
to  be  the  colour  of  the  (ky  *,  with  this  farther  evidence 
in  favour  of  the  poHtion,  that  the  darker  and  clearer 
the  air  is«  in  the  night  fealbn,  the  Sun  and  Moon 
being  abfent  *,  of  the  deeper  colour  do  we  find  the  Iky 
to  appear. 

The  planetary  motions  admit  of  being  phyfically 
accounted  for  from  the  knowo  laws  of  mouon.  Thus 

mathe« 
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maiiiffliaticxans  anc  a^rDnoftnrr^  lav.  rna:  iracr.  mc 
unifanr  urpisirurxnorior.  a:  Dodx^ir.  irr^igaiimss.  xnd 
iht  power  a:  anrairian^  vnirr.  craxr.-  znzir.  cr  nam 
CAcir  Tieiulinca.  couTi^i^  znt  rurviimcal  mniaoni  o:  ail 
iht:  pwnpg  aritc     1:  l  ddc*"  wnim  wt  wiL  caL  -ri,  iss 

Proiritsrc  aionr  e  rurni  iintu  ir.  ourr.  mar?  u-nnr  i: 
mccrs   wirk   no  r^'iiiianct-    anc   wirnou:    Drinr    nv- 
fiuenced  bv  arv  otner  pi>wcr ;  i:  wiL  uiiLrti.  far  cvrr 
in  rnr  iamt^   dirrfiior^  anz   wm  mr  lanxc  vsionry. 
Tor  rnf  fc:rzt  whx  wnirr  ir  movcf  arv  fiivcr.  ciirsHcc 
ir  :Lr:\  giver,  not.  v;iL  car^^i  i:  a>  mucr.  larrnn.  ir.  as 
ir/jCL  mort  tmu:.     Eu:  n.  whsr  lu   rnxnrrtiir  xonr 
.^ai-  w-^r-icc  i:  ibxn::  iv2v.  l  iupcria:  ddcv.  as  £.  ihouid 
brrrir  ID  ariTiic:  n.  vi::   t  rowt*  cuiv  arriafctrcl.  and 
perpendicular  ic  us  dircczuL  ;  i:  ib  armontrraDii  inxs 
nit  u^'s  ai  int  compafuior.  oc  rjTZ'::^^  rna:  tat  7^*uligr 
p:»:3v  _-'  woui::  bf  Diawr  frorr  iif  fLT2:£rn:  line,  arx  rr- 
"r'jivi  ar»;iu:  iht  arrraf iir.r  :?:)r-  i  .  ssu.  u  a:  air.  Mr: 

cr  ::?  D"n:i.  ::  inn   rc^r"   vr:  :rr— ijr:.   a; :njuic 

c:):rjt  vi:n:r  uif  ipiiert  c:  ziit  arrrafiicr.  a:  ir.r  rr- 
vo-i'inp  D:>cy  _i,  wiir.  £  prr.ftr-ilir  dirsriiijr.  uen^rrid*- 
Cuiar  tr.  ixit  arrradiuL  ;  i::::  in:rj.  DOiiy  wo-;-  oc 
C"i;«T.  ini:-  ar  orruZular  n/jru:.  tjuhl  .-.,  a:iL  will 
arrcr.i  i:  ir.  m  cjL'nr  rojn:.  rnt  lar^^i:  vdc^  £. 
H:rrf  ZT\t  i>o::ie5  .i',  Z  anc  J^.  art  "pir  a:  mt  cirzum- 
iz^iDzti  o:  lilt  Lann,  Sur..  anc  Ixloan. 


E;*  i.ws  viiich  3:  'f-  n«i:  inrurriDrn:  or.  ui  x:  rntcj 
inru,  ::  1^  fnunc  :na:  lod::!:  movinr  :r  ipart  voic  a: 
rfiliiarici,  revL»:vt  ;:.  cL  i::n:  o:  srlJiDiri..  ijr:::  zr:c 
tioru  acrii-difig  ic-  :nt  :?^OT'j-:::;r.  rnt  prj:ci:iii  urcr 
an*:  £:"*i**:ia::ng  pc»wer  :»t:-"  10  racr.  orntr  :  £  vcrr  nice 
baiirj.t  Drrweer.  rhin:  Deirj::  rrauiiiit  ic  vTOiaUZs  a 
circuifi'  orDii.  Tn.'K  piinerr^  w.-.icr.  movt  ir  jjne 
cli::  /:;:-  r.E^r  iher  f  -:'>*i:ijr  fjrce  greaiiy  yj^n'  in 
tr.i  .^  r:.-*  i?ur:5  j-*  :rirr  orbir*  i  anc  ihtrir  vciyuiio 
17.  .t::..v  'r  towarc  :n!:  ^jn.  pr:;-;pou;:v  inrrr::jrc 
by  :..^  L::-aciiDn.  Kr^rtrici.  zirji:  ctiuriTura.  TJit:.^ 
art  jw  rrcii,  as  re  ovsrc  jmr  i::r  3ur.  i  airaciisr.,  ^rd 
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and  tGc&s  including  great  part  of  the  refearches  of 
modem  philofophers  have,  as  far  as  difcovered,  been 
reduced  to  precife  laws  and  demonftrations ;  and  com- 
pofe  a  branch  of  philofophy  and  mathematicSj  called 
pneumatics. 

The  axis  of  the  Earth,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  is  an  imaginary  line,  on  which,  as  a  fpindle, 
the  whole  mais  turns  round  :  corre(ponding  to  which, 
aftronomers  and  geographers  have  denominated,  that 
line  or  circumference  of  the  globe  which  is  equi- 
diftant  from  the  two  poles  of  its  axis,  and  which  di- 
vides the  globe  into  two  hemifpheres ;  the  equinoc- 
tial line;  or  the  equator  :  under  which  line,  the  day 
and .  night  are  equal  in  length  throughout  the  year. 
Was  the  axis  of  the  Earth  perpendicular  to  the  plane 
of  its  orbit,  fo  that  the  equinoftial  circle  coincided 
with  that  plane ;  or  in  other  words,  was  the  Sun  al- 
ways vertical  over  that  track  of  our  Earth  -,  in  that 
cafe,   there  would  be  no  diverfity  of  feafons;  but 
every  part  would  unalterably  enjoy  that  degree  of  the 
Sun's  influence,  which  by  the  figure  of  the  Earth 
diftinguiflies  their  rcfpeftive  climates.     But  the  fadk 
is  otherwife  •,  and  the  axis  of  the  Earth  is  inclined  to 
the  plane  of  its  orbit  in  an  angle  of  66^  31':  whence 
it  happens  that  the  plane  of  the  equator  cuts  the  plane 
of  the  Earth's  orbit,  in  an  angle  of  23?  29'.     The 
Sun  by  this  means  is  fucceflively  twice  in  every  year 
vertical  over  an  extent  of  about  47®  in  the  middle  re* 
gion  between  the  two  poles ;    defcribing  a  kind  of 
ipiral  courfe  from  its  fartheft:  declination  on  one  fide 
the  equinoctial,  to  an  equal  diftance  on  the  other 
fide.     It  is  this  inclination  of  the  plane  of  the  equator 
to  that  of  the  annual  orbit  of  the  Earth,  which  oc* 
cafions  the  variation  of  feafons,    and  the  different 
lengths  of  day  and  night  •,  which  every  country  ex- 
periences in  the  courfe  of  a  year :  and  has  given  rife 
to  the  invention  of  a  number  of  arbitrary  fuppofed 
circles  on  the  globe,  to  enable  mankind  to  treat  of 

thefc 
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j^ttk  w9X,ten  witH  MpcUipq  and  ftciUty ;  an  expla- 
padoa  pf  vfhici)  h  w^oitied,  as  they^  are  repfcTented 
«i  the  ahniQv^  fphere.  V* 

Tbfi  AraaSifrj^  ^  Artificial  %>|iCK|«  »  ^n  in^n^ 
neht  icprefehcing  the  feveral  circus  of  the  Inhere  Ih 
dieir  natjiivl  order  -,  rerving  to  give  an  Idea  of  the 
iiaCUR'imtdjXtBdDTl  pf  then},  relatively  CO  each  oCheri 
^,j^  tcffAye  md4  UIuOt^  various  problecns  cpi 
cemiqg  jAvb  E^fl^.  |t  is  CgUed  armiilary  fpherc,  j 
CDilfi£^ig''of  a  number  of  rings  of  brafs  or  odH 
mctSl,  in  aJlufion  to  the  ancient  armiUae^  which  were 
lings  or  bracelets  for  the  arms. 

Before  wc  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  circles," 
it  is  |o  be  premifed  that  atl  circles  are  commcnfurabic 
with  each  other  ;  and  are  divided  into  360  parts,  in 
reference  to  the  circumference  of  the  Earth  at  the  . 
equator;  which  is  360  degrees;  each  degree  being 
fubdivided  inio  60  miles  or  minutes. 

A  great  circle  <rf  the  fphcre,  is  one  whole  cjrcum- 
fticnce  is  equal  to  th^it  jof  the  fphere,  and  wbofe 
<Uameter  and  centre  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the 
Iphere. 

The  two  extremities  of  the  Earth's  axis  are  called 
Its  poles ;  one  of  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
arSiCt  or  north  pole,  and  the  other  by  that  of  the  ant-^ 
arBic^  or  fouch  pole. 

The  E^uinoSial  circle^  or  Equator^  as  has  been  be- 
fore defcribed,  is  a  great  circle,  in  the  plane  of 
which  the  Earth  performs  its  diurnal  rotation  :  it  is 
equidillant  between  the  poles  of  its  axis,  and  divides 
the  globe  into  two  equal  hemifphcrcs,  the  northern 
and  the  fouthern.  When  the  Sun.  arrives  at  this 
circle,  day  and  night  are  every  where  equal  i  from 
whence  it  has  its  name. 
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The  Ecliptic  is  a  great  circle  Cutting  the  equator  in 
an  angle  of  23^  icf ;  and  is  that  circle  which  is  in  the 
plane  of  the  Earth's  annual  ot-bit,  and  which  has  this 
obliquity  with  its  diurhal  motion :  it  therefore  dc- 
fcribes  the  direftion  of  the  Earth's  annual  courfe. 

The  Polar  circles  are  two  lefier  circles  which  the  poles 
of  the  ecliptic  defcribe  round  the  poles  of  the  equator. 
Their  diftance  from  the  poles  of  the  equator  are 
therefore  anfwerable  to  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic. 

In  aftronomical  confiderations,  as  the  feveral  planets 
do  not  move  round  the  Sun  in  the  fame  plane  with 
the  Earth,  though  their  deviations  are  not  confidcr- 
atle;  by  extending  the  ecliptic  8®  on  cither  fide, 
making  it  1 6^  broad;  under  which  extenfion  it  is 
denominated  the  Zodiac  ;  it  then  includes  all  the  pla- 
netary orbits.  The  Zodiac  was  by  the  ancients  di- 
vided, beginning  at  the  equinoftial  points,  into  iz 
equal  portions  called  figns,  from  the  names  of  the 
conftellations  of  fixed  ftars,  which  at  the  time  of  di- 
viding it,  were  included  in  the  parts  afllgned  to  them. 
The  names  ^nd  charafters  of  thcfe  figns  are  as  fol- 
low. 


Aries      T 

Leo 

•a 

Sagittarius 

/ 

Taurus   « 

Virgo 

w 

Capricomus 

Vf 

Gemini  H 

Libra 

»r» 

Aquarius 

Cancer  as 

Scorpio 

wi 

Pifces 

¥, 

The.  knowledge  of  thefe  figns  is  neceflfary,  as  the 
feveral  feafons  are  frequently  exprefled  by  mentioning 
the  Sun's  place  in  them. 

The  vernal  or  fpring  figns,  are  Aries,  Taurus,  Ge- 
mini ; 

The  aeftival  or  fummer  figns,  are  Cancer,  Leo, 
Virgo ; 

The 
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^   The  autumnal  figns,  \are  Libra,  Scorpio,  Sagit- 
tarius ;  ^  , 
The  brumal  or  winter   figns,    arc   CapricornuS|; 
Aquarius,  Tifccs. 

»  .    » 

The  vernal  and  fummer  figns  are  called  northerii 
figns  -,  as  being  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  equator : 
and  the  ai4tumnal  and  brumal  figns  are  called  fouthern 
figns,  from  a  like  reafon. 

The  Tfvpics  may  be  defined  two  leflfer  circles  of  the 
globe,  parallel  to  the  equator,  on  either  fide,  mark-r 
ing  the  greateft  reccfs  of  the  Sun  from  the  equator 
toward  each  pole  ;  or  fliewing  the  greateft  northern 
and  ibuthern  declination  of  the  Sun,  or  obliquity  of 
the  ecliptic. 

Of  the  Tfopics^  that  drawn  through  the  begin- 
ning of  Cancer,  is  called  the  Tropic  of  Cancer ;  and 
the  other  through  the  beginning  of  Capricorn,  the 
Tropic  of  Capricorn. 

A  Meridian  is  a  great  circle  paffing  through  the 
poles  of  the  Equator,  and  dividing  the  globe  into  the 
eaftern  and  weftern  hemifpheres ;  it  marks  the  time 
of  noon,  or  when  the  Sun  is  at  its  greateft  altitude 
over  any  place.  A  meridian  is  an  arbitrary  circle  ( 
^  and  as  every  part  of  the  globe  eaftward  or  wcftward 
has  a  different  meridian  belonging  to  it,  meridians 
may  be  drawn  through  any  point  in  the  Equator :  all 
places  under  the  fame  meridian,  and  on  the  fame  fide 
of  either  pole,  have  their  noon  at  the  fame  time  •,  but 
of  two  places  under  the  fame  meridian,  on  different 
fides  of  either  pole,  the  mid-noon  of  one  anfwers  to 
mid-night  of  the  other. 

There  are  two  meridians  called  Cclwres ;  the  one 
conceived  to  pafs  through  the  equinoftial  points  of 
intfrfeftion  with  the  ecliptic,  at  the  .beginning  of 

C  z  Ariea 
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Aries  ^d  Libra  $  the  other  at  right  angles  to  the 
former,  through  the  ^rft  degrees  of  Cancer  and  Ca- 
pricorn:  thefe  marie  the  commencement  of  the  dif* 
lerent  feafons  at  every  place  fituated  under  them  ^ 
and  are  hence  called  the  equino£lial»  and  folilitial 
colures. 

-  The  Hdrizm  i$  a  great  circle  of  the  fphere,  di-* 
viding  the  world  into  two  hemifpheres,  the  one  upper 
and  vifible,  the  other  lower  and  invifible.  The  ho- 
fizon  is  either  fenHble  or  rational :  the  fenfible  horizon^ 
4s  a  circle  touching  the  Earth  in  the  point  whereon 
We  (land,  the  plane  of  which  extends  all  round  as  £ur 
as  our  fight  can  reach :  the  rational  horizon  may  be 
deBned  to  ht  a  plane  paffing  through  the  centre  of 
the  Earth,  and  extended  infinitely  every  way^  parallel 
to  the  fenfible  horizon.  The  vifible  horizon  is  mofi: 
Accurately  obferved  at  fea^  the  inequalities  and  oI> 
ftrudions  on  land  being  great  impediments :  and  it 
may  be  obferved  that  in  looking  thnmgh  the  fights  of 
a  quadrant  at  the  farthefl:  part  of  the  tea  within  view, 
the  vifual  rays  will,  by  the  convexity  of  the  furfacc 
of  the  fea,  point  a  little  below,  the  true  fenfible  ho- 
rizon. 

Horizons,  like  meridians,  are  moveable  circles; 
every  difierent  pl^ce  having  a  different  horizon. 

The  exaft  fituation  of  particular  places  and  cities, 
is  afcertained  by  determinmg  their  latitude  and  lon- 
gitude. 

The  Latitude  of  any  place,  is  its  diftance  northward 
Or  ibuthward  from  the  equator,  meafared  upon  its 
meridian.  But  as  numbers  of  places  lie  under  the 
fame  parallels  of  latitude,  the  latitude  of  a  place  only, 
will  not  point  out  its  fituation  without  alfo  knowing 
its  longitude. 

4  The 
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The  Longitude  of  any  place,  is  the  knc 
ihevmcridian  of  fuch  place.    Hence  where  i 
of  latitude,  and  ihe  meridian  of  the  plac 
each  otJicr,  there  its  Gtuacion  is  pointed  out. 
litif  udc  of  any  place  is  ealily  found,  as  it  is  mea 
froJti  a  known  and  invariable  circle  ot  the  globe  ; 
it  b  otherwife  as  to  longitude;  gcograpliy  not 
plying  any  rule  for  fixing  a  firft  meridian,  from  ' 
all  ut!ier.s  may  be  meafured  and  determined,     j 
therefore  been  lite  pratilice  of  geographers  to  I 
:che  meridian  of  ibme   remarkable  place  or  i 
mcalure  from,  as  a  firft  meridian  ;  to  which  a 
mendJans  rcftr,     Ptolemy  fixed  it  at  the  re 
iOatid  of  Tciieriff,    one  of  the  Canary        ii^a, 
'being  the  moft  wcftern  part  of  the  then  kr 
The  French  geographers  altered  it  to  Ferj      a, 
of  the  fame  clufter  of  illands  ;  but  now 
of  every    nation    generally    reckon  i    . 

caftward  and  wellward  irom  their  n  ve 

cities. 

To  difcorer  a  certain  method  for  Bnding  thelon- 
gitude  at  fca,  is  a  problem  which  ^has  extremely  per- 
-plexed  the  qiathematicians  for  tbeie  two  laft  ages;; 
and  for  the  folution  whereof  great  rewards  have  beep 
.fiublicly  offeredby  tbe.Englijh,  French,  Putch,  and 
vefaer  nations  ;  this  being,  the  only  article  wanting  u> 
•reader  tuvigation  peife^L  Various  are  -the  attempts 
that  have  been  oude,  at\d  method;  propofedi  bty 
.-without  fticcefs;  their  princif^es  being  found  prt^ 
carious  or£^,  or  their jnctbods.impi'a&ifable.       , 

All  methods  depending  on  the  pharnomena  pf  xi^i^ 
iieavens,  havingabisone  (le£^,  that  theycapnot  b^ 
obfervied  at  all  times ;  and  beipg  befide  of  diificult 
and  uncertain  application  at  fea,  from  the  rnotion  <jf 
the  veflel ;  many  enquirers,  leaving  the  moon,  and  la-  . 
tdlites  of  Jupiter,  have  rccourfe  to  cfocfcs  and  other 
lime  piecos.  Coi^d  thefe  be  made  perfectly  ju{t  an^ 
C  3  k^\m. 
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regular,  fo  as  to  keep  true  time  without  gaining 
or  lofing;  and  without  being  afFcfted  by  changis 
of  air  and  difference  of  climates;  the  longitude 
of  a  fhip's  place  might  thence  be  found  with  all 
required  accuracy.  For,  fince  by  the  diurnal  mo- 
tion of  the  Earth,  every  point  upon  its  furface  de- 
fcribes  the  circumference  of  a  circle  or  360^,  in  twenty 
four  hours,  it  is  plain  it  muft  defcribe  15^  in  one 
hour :  hence  the  difference  of  longitude  may  be  con- 
verted into  time,  and  time  into  difference  of  lon- 
gitude-, confequcntly  by  knowing  the  one,  we  arc 
enabled  to  difcover  the  other.  Whatever  contrivance 
therefore  will  (hew  the  hours  of  the  day  at  the  fame 
abfolute  point  of  time  in  two  different  places,  will 
alfo  ferve  to  find  the  difference  of  longitude  between 
thofe  places.  Such  a  machine  has  by  long  and  alii- 
duous  ftudy,  and  repeated  trials  at  fea,  been  fo  far 
cffefted  by  Mr.  Harrifon,  a  very  ingenious  watch- 
maker, that  he  has  obtained  half  the  reward  due 
by  aft  of  parliament,  to  the  perfon  making  fuch  dii- 
covery  to  an  afTigned  degree  of  accuracy. 

Degrees  of  latitude  are  all  affumed  equal  in  lengtb, 
but  dcgrtcs  of  loi^gitude  vary  in  every  parallel  of  lati- 
tude :  for  all  meridians  meeting  in  one  point  at  the 
poles,  the  degrees  of  longitude  neceffarily  diminifh 
as  they  recede  on  cither  fide  from  the  equator.  An 
orange  with  the  rind  dripped  off,  is  a  good  illuftra- 
tion  of  this  fa6t ;  where  the  natural  divifions  of  the 
fruit  are  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  meridians  of  a 
globe :  and  tranfveric  feftions,  or  flices  of  it  cut 
crofsways,  will  flicw  how  the  diftances  between  them 
leffen,  from  the  middle  (lice,  which  may  be  fuppofcd 
to  (hew  the  plane  of  the  equator,  to  the  lefler  Qices 
cither  way,  toward  thofe  points  where  the  divifions 
all  meet. 

The  folk)  \ing  table  fhews  the  length  of  a  degree 
of  longitude,  through  all  the  parallels  of  latitude; 

from 
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from  the  cquata'  where  it  is  reckoned  at  6a  miles  of 
parcSf  CO  the  poles  where  it  diminifhes  co  nothing. 


A  TABLE:    Shewing  the  length  of  a  Degree  rf 
Longitude,  at  every  parallel  of  Latitude. 


Ui.  Miles. 

MiD. 

K 

Equator  6o 

00 

Lir.  Mite.  >I  o. 

Lat.  Miles. 

Min. 

'     59 

5« 

3>  '5"   24 

61 

29 

04 

2  59 

55 

32-50  52 

62 

28 

oS  ' 

3  59 

52 

33  S°     20 

63 

27 

12 

4  59 

5° 

34  49  44 

64 

26 

16 

5  59 

46 

.  35  49  08 

«5 

25 

ao 

6  5g 

40 

36  48  32 

66 

2  + 

24 

7  59 

37 

37  47  56 

f' 

23 

28  , 

8  59 

24 

38  47  16 

68 

22 

32 

9  59 

10 

39  +6  36 

«9 

21 

32 

'o  59 

00 

40  46  00 

7° 

20 

32 

•  ■  58 

52 

41  4j'  16 

7' 

■9 

32 

12   58 

40 

42  +4  3« 

72 

18 

32 

<3  JS 

2S 

43  43  52 

73 

"7 

32 

■4  58 

la 

44  43  °8 

74 

16 

32 

'5  58 

00 

45  42  24 

75 

•5 

32 

"•  57 

40 

4«  4'  .40 

76 

>4 

32 

'7  57 

20 

47  41  00 

77 

•3 

32 

18  57 

64 

48  40-  oS 

7! 

12 

32 

19  56 

.44 

49  39  20 

79 

11 

28 

20  56 

24 

50  38  32 

80 

to 

24 

21   56 

bo 

5'  '37  44 

'  Si 

9 

20 

22  55 

36 

52  37  00 

82 

8 

20 

!3  55 

12 

53  '3«  °8 

83 

7 

20 

2+  54 

48 

54  '35  26- 

"84 

6 

12 

25  54 

24 

55  34  24 

85 

5 

12 

sS  54 

00 

56  ,3!..  32 

86 

4 

12 

27  53 

28 

57  32  '  40' 

-87 

3 

12 

18  53 

00 

58  3'  -48 

88 
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The  before  dcifcribetl  circles  of  the  fphere, 
equally  for  geographical,  and  for  agronomical  com- 
mutations :  geographers  conceive  them  to  be  on  the 
iurface  of  the  Earth  •,  while  ^ronomers  extend  and 
transfer  them  to  the  orb  which  bounds  our  view  oi 
the  vaft  expanfe  of  the  Univerie. 

That  the  Earth  is  of  a  fpherical  form,  h  a  truth 
too  well  afcertained  by  phenomena  and  analogic  rea- 
foning,  to  need  defending  now :  the  demonftrative 
proofs  of  its  having  been  failed  round  by  navigators  ^ 
the  manner  of  the  Hrft  appearance,  and  laft  dif^pear- 
ance  of  fhips  at  Tea  -,  the  maft-head  firft,  and  then 
gradually  more  and  more  down  to  the  hull,  being 
feen  in  the  firft  cafe,  which  difappear  inverfely  in 
the  fecond  cafe ;  and  laftly,'  the  cohftant  circular  ap- 
pearance of  the  (hadow  of  the  Earth  as  feen  in  eclipfes 
of  the  Moon ;  all  eflablilh  this  ^reat  truth  beyond 
poflibility  of  doubt.  The  deep  vallies  and  ftupen- 
dous  mountains  and  rocks  which  give  the  Earth  fb 
jough  and  irregular  an  appcariance  to  our  minute  in- 
fpeftion  on  the  furface,  are  no  greater  interruptions 
to  its  globular  figure,  than  the  little  protuberances  ia 
the  fkia  of  an  orange  or  lemon. 

The  fpherical  form  of  the  Earth,  according  to  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton,  arifes  from  the  great  principle  of  at- 
traftion,  which  the  Creator  has  ftamped  on  all  the 
matter  of  the  Univcrfe  :  whereby  all  bodies  and  their 
condituent  parts,  mutually  tend  toward,  and  attra£b 
each  other.  Hence  arifes  the  fphejrical  figure  of  drops 
of  rain,  quickfilver,  andother  detachea  portions  of 
fluids. 

Though  we  call  the  Earth  a  fphere,  it  is  foi>nd  not 
to  be  abfolutely  fo;  its  equatorial  diameter  being 
longer  than  its  polar  ^  Sif  Ifaac  Newton  afcertains  the 
difference  to  be  about  34  miles  -,  fo  that  its  figure 
fomewhat  refembles  that  of  a  nine-pin  bowl,  fweUing 
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out  toward  the  equator,  and  flatted  at  the  poles,  in 
the  form  that  mathematicians  term  an  oblate  Ipheroid. 
If  the  Earth  vcre  in  a  fluid  Hare,  its  revolution  round 
its  axis  would  necellarily  make  it  aflume  fuch  a 
figure;  as  the  centrifugal  force  being  greaceit  under 
the  equatoT,  would  throw  the  fluid  toward  the  equa- 
torial parts,  where  it  would  rife  and  fwel!  moil:  and 
that  its  figure  ftiould  really  be  fo  now,  feems  confo- 
nant  to  reafon,  as  oEhen\*ife  the  Sea  in  that  part  of  the 
Earth,  would  overflow  the  Land. 

This  theory  is  greatly  confirmed  and  illuftrated, 
by  attending  to  the  circumftances  and  figure  of  the 
planet  Jupiter.  As  this  planet,  which  is  fo  much 
larger  than  the  Earth,  revolves  in  9  hours,  56  mi- 
nutes i  it  appears  that  his  equatorial  pans  mull:  have 
an  amazing  velocity,  and  mull  throw  him  into  a 
fpheroidal  form.  Accordingly  the  difference  between 
his  equatorial  and  polar  diameters  is  found  to  be  6230 
miles:  fo  that  his  poles  are  3115  miles  nearer  his 
centre,  than  his  equator  is.  This  is  the  nccelTary  re- 
fult  of  the  quick  motion  round  his  axis :  for,  chic 
Quids  with  10  much  earth  as  is  wafhed  away  with 
them,  mud  recede  from  the  poles  which  are  nearly 
at  reft  (as  to  his  diurnal  motion)  toward  the  equator 
where  the  motion  is  cxcefliTcIy  rapid  j  pntil  s  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  fhould  brthere  accumulated,  to  balance 
the  deficiency  of  gravity,  loft. by  the  centrifugal 
force:  when  ^his  equilibrium  is  adjufted,  the  cqua>- 
totial  parts  would  rife  no  higher;  but  his  figure  ro- 
main  permanent.  Our  Earth  being  but  fmall,  com- 
pared with  him,  and  its  motion  much  flower,  is  o£ 
courfe  lefs  altered  by  it ;  hence  our  poles  are  but 
about  17  miles  nearer  the  centre^  thui  the  furface  tt 
the  equator  is. 

In  the  firft  volume  of  Dr.  Long^s  Aftronomy,  h 
mentioned  an  ingenious  method  of  finding  nearly  tbc 
propwtion  oi  Land  to  ^a  on  the  furiace  of  our 
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Earth  *,  which  is  by  carefully.-  cutting  out  the  Land 
from  the  paper  of  a  large  terreflrial  globe,  and 
weighing  it  againft  the  paper  which  reprefents  the 
Sea :  this  the  Dodor  performed,  (cxclufive  of  the 
areas  of  the  polar  circles,  of  the  contents  of  land  or 
water  in  which  we  have  no  proper  knowledge)  and 
by  the  proportion  their  weights  bore  to  each  other, 
he  concluded  that  almoft  three  fourth  parts  of  the 
iurface'^of  the  Earth  are  covered  with  water. 

By  the  before- mentioned  tropics  and  polar  circles, 
the  Earth  is  diftinguiflied  into  five  portions  or  Zones^ 
denominated  from  the  different  circumftances  attend* 
ing  their  fituation.  The  different  Zones  are  attended 
with  a  great  (Jiverfity  of  phaenomena. 

The  Torrid  Zofie  is  all  that  middle  circumference 
of  the  globe  included  between  the  two  tropics  of 
Cancer  and  Capricorn ;  its  breadth  is  therefore 
46^  58' ;  the  equator  pafBng  through  the  middle  of 
it,  divides  ic  iqco  two  equal  and  parallel  parts,  each 
23®  29"  broad.  The  Sunpafles  through  the  Zenith 
in  this  Zone  twice  in  every  year  •,  and  his  recefs  from 
the  equator  toward  the  pole  which  is  above  the  Horizon, 
is  twice  a-year  equal  to  the  height  of  the  Pole.  The 
ancients  thought  the  Torrid  Zone  to  be  uninhabitable. 

The  Temperate  Zones  are  two  parallel  circumferen- 
tial portions  of  the  Earth's  furface,  contained  ber 
tween  the  tropics  and  the  polar  circles,  on  either  fide 
the  Torrid  Zone.  Their  refpcftive  breadths  are 
43^  2".  The  Sun  never  reaches  the  Zenith  in  thefe 
Zones.  In  the  Torrid  and  Temperate  Zones,  the 
Sun  rifes  and  fets  every  natural  day  •,  as  the  diftance 
of  the  Sun  from  the  Pole,  always  exceeds  the  height 
of  the  Pole  above  the  Horizon  :  yet  in  every  part, 
excepting  under  the  Equator,  the  artifkial  days  arc 
unequal-,  and  this  inequality  is  the  greater,  the  fai;- 
ther  any  place  is  diftant  from  the  Equator. 

The 
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The  Frigid  Zones^  are  fegments  of  the  Earth's  fur- 
face,  incIudeO,  the  one  by  the  ardtic,  and  the  Ojther  by 
the  antariftic  circles  j  the  breadth  of  eachi346^  58'. 

Where  the  Temperate  Zones  border  an  the 'Frigid, 
the  elevatioirof  the  Pole  hf  equal  t^He  -^up's  dif- 
tance  fr^m  it,  when  in  the  neighbouring  tropic : 
confcqucntly  once  a  yearthc  Sun  performs  a  revolu- 
tion wit^iout  finking  under  .the  Horizon.  \  Every 
where  irt  a  Frigid  Zone,  the  elevation  of  the  Pole  is 
greater  than' the  leaft  diftance  of  the  Sun  from  the 
Pole  ;  therefore  in  thefe  tr^fts,  beginning  at  66^  30', 
at  the  fumntfer  folftite>.  the  day  is  a  month;  loijg,  and 
the  night  at  the  winter  folftice,  is  of  thel  fajne  du- 
ration :  and 'at  the  Poles  the  Sun  does  not  fet  for  one 
fix  months,  nor  appear  above  *  the  Horizon  for  the 
next  fix  months  enfuing. 

For  the  greater  precifiqh  in  treating  of  4ifferent 
countries,  the  Zones  are  fubdivided  into' Climates -y 
ferving  to  dillinguifh  places  by  the  length  of  their 
longelt  days,  which  differ  in  every  parallel  of  latitude. 

The  day  is  conftantly  12  hours  long  at  the  Equa- 
tor, and  increafcs  in  length,  in  proportion  todiftances 
north  or  fouth  from  the  Equator  toward  the  Poles, 

A  Climate  then  is  a  track  round  the  globe  parallel 
to  the  Equator,  wherein  the  day  is  half  an  hour 
longer  than  it  is  in  the  next  fupenor  Clinnate  toward 
the  Equator ;  and  half  an  hour  fliorter  f  han  the  next 
inferior  CHmatc  toward  the -Poles. 

There  are  30  Climates  reckoned  between  the 
Equator  and  either  of  the  Poles  ;  in  the  iirft  twenty 
four,  the  days  increafe  by  half  hours  •,  but  in  the 
remaining  fix^  between  each  polar  circle  and  the 
Pole,  they  differ  by  months,  as  will  appear  by  the 
following  Table. 

ClimU'^^ 
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The  appUcation  sS  tbift  Tabk  b  ynxj  obvicnis  i 
fince  by  knowing  the  latitufk  of  any  ptftteulir  place  ^ ' 
a  finelc  infpeftioo  of  the  ttbk  wiUftew  vIm  Cttoa^ 
it  is  u^  and  the  kngth  of  the  tengift  dayatoife 
idcw.  However,  for  the  more  >tadv  information  of 
the  leader,  we  (hall  add,  aa  a  kiM  of  ltd es  to  the 
Tahlc»  a  lift  of  foine  of  the  moft  cosiarkaUe  j^aoni 
fituat^  in  each  QimaiB. 

I.  Witluh  the  firft  CfiflDate  UcLthe  Goldaod  Sfatvtt 
coaftmAfika^  theMohiccaa,  tlie Maldives  Bonieo^ 
Malacca,  Sumatra,  &c. 

II.  Hm  Ik  Aby flmia,  Ethidpia,  Siam,  GonnaDdel; 
and  the  ifland  of  CcylDiu 

IIL  Contains  Moxa,  AraUa  Fdbe^  Bengid^  Ton-^ 
qnin,  and  Menca 

IV.  The  iOand  of  Qnniis^  in  die  I^eefiao-gulf  i 
great  part  of  Indoftan,  the  Canary  iflands,  andAlez- 
andria  in  Egypt. 

V.  Babylon,  Tunis,  Rhodes,  Ilpahan,  Kaidiin; 
and  Pekin  in  China.  ( 

VI.  Liflx>n  and  great  part  of  Portugal,  Madrid  in 
Spain,  Palermo  in  Sicily,  great  part  c^*  Greece,  Alia 
Minor,  the  Perfian  provinces  on  the  Cafpian  Sea, 
part  of  India,  and  Great  Tartary,  Corea,  and  Japan, 
pare  of  California,  New  Mexico,  Louifiana.  Florida, 
Georgia,  part  of  South  Carolina,  the  Bahama  iflands^ 
and  the  Azores. 

VII.  Bifcay  and  all  the  northern  provinces  of 
Spain,  the  fouthern  provinces  of  France,  Milan, 
Rome,  Venice,  Belgrade,  Conftantinople, .  the  Black 
Sea,  Georgia,  the  Cafpian  Sea,  Great  Tartary, 
Bofton  in  New-England,  and  Port-Royal  in  Nora 
Scotia. 

VIII.  Paris  and  the  interior  provinces  of  France, 
Vienna,  Hungary,  Crim  Tartary,  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Newfoundland. 

IX.  London,  Prague,  Francfort,  Cracow,  the 
ibuthern  province  of  M  ufcovv,  &c. 
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X.  Dublhi,  Amfterdam,  Dantzic,  Warfaw,  ind 
part  of  RufTia. 

XI.  Edinburgh,  Copenhagen,  &c.  .  . 

•    XII.   Gottenburgh,   In^  Sweden,    Riga,  in  Livo- 
nia, &c. 

XIIL  Stockholm,  the  middJe  parts  of  the  Ruflian 
dominions  in  -  Europe .  and  Ada,  part  of  Terra  dc 
Labrador,  on  the  coaft  of  Hiidfon^s  Bay. 

XIV.  The  Orkney  ifles,  great  part  of  Norway, 
'Sweden,  Ruflia,  and  Hudfoh's  ftraits,'&d 

XV.  Bergen  in  Norway^  part  of  Finland,  and  the 
fouthern  part  of  Greenland.    .        ; 

.     XVI.  Pcrma  Wdick,' a'town  in  Mufcovy. 

XVII.  Part  of  Finland,  Ruffia,  &c.      ' 

XVlII-  Drontheiin  in  Norway; 

XIX.  ToboUki,  the  capital  of  Siberia. 
.    XX.  Town  of  Viftrum  in  Finland. 
-    XXI.  PprtofTorna  in  Bothnia. 

XXII.  Caienbourgh  in  Ruffia. 
,'   XXIII.  Skalhot  in  Iceland. 

XXIV.  Hola  in  Iceland. 

XXV.  Mofcovite  Lapland; 
.     XXVI.  Groenland. 

XXVII.  Zembla  Auftralis. 

XXVIII.  Zembla  Borealis. 

XXIX.  Spitzbergen  or  Greenland. 

XXX.  Unknown. 

Befidethe  before- mentioned  divifions  and  fubdivi- 
fions  of  the  Earth,  other  diftinftions  have  obtained, 
which  are  rather  fanciful  than  ufeful.  Thus,  the 
ancients  named  the  inhabitants  of  the  Earth,  from 
•the  inclination  of  their  (hadows,  Perifciiy  Heterofciiy 
and  Amphifcii  or  AfciL 

The  Perifciiy  are  thofc  beyond  the  polar  circles, 
whofc  fhadows  turn  round  them  every  2a  hours. 

Heterofcii^ 
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Heterefcii,  are  the  inhabitants  of  the  Temperate 
Zones,  whofe  noon  {hadows  ever  fall  one  way ;  the 
north  Temperate  Zone  throwing  them  jionhward, 
and  the  fouth  Temperate  Zone  throwing  them  fouth- 
■ward. 

The  Artipbifcii,  are  thofe  of  the  Torrid  or  middle 
Zone;  whofe  noon  (hadows  fall  difterent  ways  at 
different  feafons :  and  becaufe  twice  in  the  year  the 
Sun  is  in  iht-ir  zenith,  and  their  bodies  caftnolliadow 
on  either  fide,  they  are  alio  called  yffeii.  Thtfe 
names  are  of  Greek  derivation. 

Mankind  are  alfo  from  their  different  relative 
fitiiaiions,  denominated  Periea,  Antieei,  and  Antipodes. 

The  Persec!  are  thofe  wlio  live  in  the  fame  parallel, 
have  the  fame  latitude  and  feafons,  and  the  fame  pole 
elevated  J  but  have  oppoGte  meridians,  and  confc- 
qucntly  Oppofiie  day  and  night. 

Antieci,  ate  thofe  people  who  have'thc  feme  me- 
ridian but  oppofite  parallels,  equidiftant  from  the 
Equator,  oir  contrary  fides.  Their  longitude  is  the 
fame,  their  day  and  night  of  the  fame  length  j  but 
they  have  contrary  poles  and  feafons, 

Antipodes  are  fuch  whofe  parallel  and  meridian  are 
*  both  oppofite :  they  have  the  whole  globe  between 
them  m  diametrical  oppofition  -,  and  have  contrary 
poles  elevated.  Their  feet  are  direftly  oppofcd ;  and 
their  day  and  night,  their  winter  and  fummer  con- 
trary to  each  other. 

This  fubjcft  cannot  properly  be  difmifled,  without 
attending  a  little  to  the  furprifing  phxnomcna-of  the 
fiux  and  reflux  of  the  fea  -,  with  the  generation  of 
winds :  and  giving  fome  general  idea  of  the  caufes  la 
which  they  are  owing. 
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Were  the  Earth  fo  far  removed  from  the  influence 
of  the  Sun  and  Moon  as  to  be  without  the  fpheres  of 
their  attraffcions ;  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  the 
Ocean  being  equally  prefied  by  the  force  of  gravity 
toward  the  centre  of  the  Earth,  would  continue  every 
where  in  a  ftate  of  perfefb  ilagnation.  But  it  being 
demonftrable  that  the  Sun  and  Moon  have  a  like 
principle  of  gravitation  toward  their  centres,  and  that 
the  Earth  i3  within  the  suElivity  of  their  attradions ; 
it  will  plsunly  follow,  that  the  equality  of  the  gravi- 
tation of  bodies  toward  the  centre  of  the  Earth,  will 
thereby  be  difturbed  :  and  though  the  fmall  degrees 
of  thefe  counteractions  render  them  imperceptible  by 
any  experiments  we  can  make ;  yet  the  Ocean  being 
fluid,  ai)d  yielding  to-the  leaft  impulfe,  it  ihews  br 
Its  riling  where  it  is  leaft  pre0cd  i  and  where  it  is 
moft  prefied  by  its  finking. 

Now  if  we  fuppofe  the  force  of  the  Moon's  attrac* 
tion  to  decreafe,  as  the  fquare  of  the  diftance  from 
its  centre  increafes ;  we  ihall  fii>d  that  where  the 
Moon  is  perpendicularly  either  above  or  below  the 
Horizon,  there  the  force  of  gravity  muft  be  moft 
of  all  diminifhed ;  and  that  in  thofe  oppofite  parts 
the  Ocean  muft  neceifarily  fwell,  by  the  flowing  of 
the  water  from  thofe  parts  where  the  preflure  is 
greateft. 

If  this  is  rightly  comprehended,  it  follows  thence 
that  the  Sea,  which  would  otherwife  be  fphericsj, 
muft,  upon  the  preflure  -of  the  Moon,  form  itfelf 
into  a  fpheroidal  or  oval  figure,  whofe  longcft  dia- 
meter is  where  the  Moon  is  vertical,  and  its  uioneft, 
in  the  Horizon :  and  that  by  the  revolution  of  the 
Earth,  the  Moon  being  in  turn  expofcd  to  all  fides 
of  it,  the  oval  of  the  water  follows  her,  occafioning 
thereby  the  two  floods  wd  ebbs  obfcrvable  in  each 
24I  hours; 

On 


On  this  theory,  the  tides  ought  to  be  higheft,  di- 
rcSly  under  and  oppofite  to  the  Moon  ;  but  we  find 
that  in  open  Seas  where  the  waier  flows  freely,  the 
Moon  is  generally  paft  the  Meridian  wi  :n  it  i» 
high  water  there.  The  reafon  is  obvious  :  :  mo- 
tion of  afccni  communicated  to  the  water,  ;s  it 
continue  to  rife  for  fome  time  after  the  att  on  of 
the  Moon  dedines. 

Thus  much  for  the  general  caufe  of  tide  wl  h 
Is  greatly   corroboratec    by  fiicwi         ,.>«  ny 

it  accounts  for  particular  circum. :s  i  .       o" 

(hem. 

The  fpring-tides  upon  the  new  and  full  Moons, 
ud  the  neap-tides  on  the  others,  are  occafioned  by 
ihcMtraftive  force  of  the  Sun,  confpiring  with  the 
Moon  at  new  and  full,  and  producing  a  tide  by  their 
united  forces:  whereas  in  the  quarters,  the  Sun 
nufes  the  water  when  the  Moon  dcprclTes  it,  and 
tlie  contrary  ;  fo  that  the  tides  only  nfe  by  the  dif- 
feence  of  their  forces. 

That  the  influence  of  the  Sun  operate?  no  ftronger 
ia  iius  cafe,  is  owing  to  the  valt  dilUncC'  of  the  Sun, 
lad  th6  proximity  of  the  Moon. 

'  It  is  idfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  equinodlal 
^niag-iides  in  March  and  September,  or  near  them, 
ife  ue  highelt,  and.  the  neap-tides  the  loweft: 
which  arifes  from  the  greater  agitation  of  the  water, 
'  when  the  fluid  fpheroid  revolves  about  the  equator, 
irfiere  the  centrifugal  force  is  greatell ;  as  well  as 
fioQi  xhe  concurrent  aAion  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  be- 
fore mentioned.  Whence  the  Sun  and  Moon  being 
citber  conjoined  or  oppofite  In  the  equinodial,  pro- 
ixt  the  greated  fpring-tides ;  and  the  fubfequent 
d^tides,  being  produced  by  the  tropical  Moon  in 
Hft  quarters,  are  always,  the  leaft  tides :  whereas  in 
T***t.  I.  D  Junj 
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. . .  ..^'i..  LiK  r^Ting-tidcs,  being  made  bf 

»;.»   ..iiii  Moon,  are  lefs  vigorous,  &c.- 

.     .  ^     .X-  .^y  .i»ccquinoftialMoon,  and  therefore 

.    ;i*.-.jj3^i.     tknce  it  happens  that  the  difie- 

vL^i<.cii  the  Ipringand  neap-tides  is  much  lefs 

.  .i.^Jolc:  ihaii  in  March  and  December.     And 

.    ^^;uii  why  the  higheft  fpring- tides  happen  rather 

w:.\.  ilw  vernal,  and  after  the  autumnal  equinoxes, 

.  ..     11  February  and  Oftober,  than  exaftly  upon 

1 .11,  Ls  becaure  the  Sun  is  nearer  the  Earth  in  the 

.  iuv.i  N'loons,  and  its  effed  is  therefqre  at  thofe 

..iiu^  orcLitcr. 

lly  the  motion  thus  communicated  to  the  Sea  by 
r!v  lunar  iriflaence,  it  would  continue  to  ebb  and 
How  for  feveral  times,  were  the  Sun  and  Moon  an* 
nihilatcd,  or  their  attraftive  powers  wholly  dc- 
ftroyed  :  as  wc  perceive  in  any  veflel  of  water,  which 
having  been  agitated,  will  continue  to  move  for 
lomc  time  after  the  vcflcl  has  ftood  ftill;  or  as  a 
pcmhilum,  which  after  having  been  put  in  motion, 
tontinut's  to  make  feveral  vibrations,  until  the  con- 
limicd  adlion  of  gravity  has  conquered  the  foreign 
ti-mponiry  impulfc. 

Tlic  tides  rile  but  to  fmall  heights  in  open  Seas, 
in  proportion  to  what  they  do  in  wide  mouthed 
livers,  which  0|>cn  to  the  Sea  in  the  direction  of  the 
current  of  the  tide.  For  in  channels  gradually  con- 
irartin}^  the  water  is  accumulated  in  height  by  the 
f)l>ilrudion  of  the  banks  ^  in  like  manner  as  a  gentje 
bree/.e,  Icarcely  perceived  in  an  open  common,  be- 
comes a  bridv  wind  in  the  contra:led  channel  of  a, 
llrect  or  alley,  cipecially  if  it  lies  in  the  direction  of 
the  current. 

The  rcpii'ar  courfe  of  the  tides  is  (6  retarded  and 
.  Urrcd  in  its  progreis  through  llioals  and  irregular 
i  hanncts,  and  by  ftriking  againil  capes  and  head- 
lands. 


tiff  TT  R  6  tuti:  c  T  ri).Ni       ^5 

||0di»  tSppo/Riig  themfdvei  in  all  dire&ic^)  iblit  in 
ttffimniipara^  ttie  ddentifeMU  all'diftuitKa  ctfixl^s- 
lAdii  iwm- thtt  meridiat»<pf:{>]^cei.  Hiu^-.  id  the 
QttiMn  iMSeaiii  the  dde  pipj^ai^eed  when  tht  Mood 

flrifi^e  to  LdMbd  bridge  r^lu^te  it  doesiMtrsmve 
flilil  ft  iikw  dde  commence » thie  boean.  -  fi lis  ow*? 
1^^  w  tbb  fad;  thut  whba*  the  Moon  im  a:Ntiith 
MhttkMi:  SfSd  mc  mijghr  ekpea  th6  tide  a&Lon^ 
doa  to  be  higheft  when*  the  M<x>a  it  abbre*  the  Ho« 
ikoD,  we  find  it  to  be  leaft  i  and  the  cbhtraiy.ih  her 
itMbera  deelinariom 

fUMre  aift  no  obfervable^  tides  Id  Jbaketi  having 
fliUl  orM  ootniniiinicatipns  with  the  eigeoi'Sexi^i^  be- 
^  jWbtn  the  Moon  is^^at  her  grtattft  altitude  «r 
ifae  infltieiices  every  part  of  them  al«bs^  b]^ 
df  their  limited  fize  %  atkl  thus  reflderin'i;  the 
Wtter  equally  light,  there  are  no  inequalides^  m  its 
devadon.  From  this  caufe  it  is  that  confined  Scas^ 
fikethe  Baltic,  and  Mediterranean,  have  very  incon* 
fiderable  fluxes  and  refluxes;  the  inlets  by  which 
diey  communicate  with  the  ocean  being  fo  fmall, 
stiat  they  cannot  in  fo  Ihort  a  time  receive  or  dif- 
dai^  a  body  of  water  fufficient  to  elevate  or  deprefs 
thdf  furfaces  ienfibly. 

Conformably  to  what  we  obfcrve  in  the  Sea,  there 
hf  equal  relfonto  conclude,  that  much  higher  tides 
Mraiftd  ttf  air  in  the  Atmofphere,  thsfn  of  water  in  the 
Sea :  it  h»5  therefore  been  wondered  at,  why  the 
tocury  does  not  fink  by  the  Moon  leflening  the 
gm^  of  the  air  as  (he  pafTes  the  Meridian.  But 
is  this  cafe  it  is  to  be  conGderedv  that  where  the  air 
is  rendered  lighter  from  this  caufe,  a  greater  quantity 
^  accumulated^  until  the  deficiency  of  Weight  be 
Aide  Op'  by  the  height  of  the  column.  The  equi- 
Kbrittm  being'  thus  maintained,  the  batometer  can 
iAr  no  alteration  by  the  aerial  tides, 
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This  fubjeft  naturally  leads  us  to  fay  fomethi 
of  the  nature  and  caufes  of  wind ;  the.  effe£b 
which  are  fo  falutary  in  preventing  an  unwholibi 
ftagnation  in  the  air,  diflipating  noxious  exhalatio 
and  difperfiog  putrid  ftcams  :  and  prove  fo  ufefiil 
man  in  wafting  him  over  the  pathlefs  deep,  Tl 
thus  in  a  wonderful  manner  promote  an  intercou 
between  thofe  diftant  nations,  which  feem  by  t 
intervention  of  vaft  Seas  to  be  cut  off  by  nature  fn 
any  communication  with  each  other. 

As  the  air  is  a  fluid,  its  natural  ftate  is  reft ;  "whi 
it  endeavours  to  maintain  or  retrieve,  by  a  univei 
equilibrium .  of  all  its  parts.  Whenever,  thereft 
this  natural  equipoife  of  the  Atmofphere  happens 
any  means  to  be  deftroyed,  there  neceflarily  enf 
a  motion  of  all  the  circumjacent  air  toward  that  p 
to  reftore  it ;  and  this  motion  or  current  of  air 
what  we  call  Wind. 

Hence  with  refped  to  that  place  where  the  eq 
librium  of  the  air  is  difturbcd,  we  can  conceive 
wind  may  blow  from  every  point  of  the  compafi 
one  time  -,  fo  that  thofe  who  live  northward  ol 
may  have  a  North  wind,  thofe  who  live  fouthwi 
a  vSouth  wind,  and  fo  of  the  reft ;  while  thofe  v 
live  on  the  fpot  where  all  thefe  winds  meet  and  in( 
fcrc,  are  Opprefled  with  turbulent  boifterous  weatt 
whirlwinds,  hurricanes,  and  tempefts.  For  fulpl 
reous  exhalations  from  the  South,  torrents  of  n: 
from  the  North,  and  aqueous  vapours  from  ev 
part,  are  there  confufed  and  violently  huddled  i 
blended  together,  and  rarely  fail  to  produce  ve 
ment  commotions  of  every  kind. 

Many  are  the  caufes  which  produce  wind  by  i 
turbine  the  equipoife  of  the  Atmofphere,  the  n 
general  of  which  arc  heat  and  cold  :  heat,  by  ran 
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Hfalg  the  air,   makes  it  lighter  in  fome  parts  than  iri 
others  1  and  cold,  by  condenfing  it,  renders  it  hea- 
vier.    Thus  in  all  pans  over  the  torrid  zone,  par- 
ticularly the  equatorial  part,  the  air  being  rarefied 
by  the  dir&fb  incidence  of  the  folar  rays,  is  much 
lighter  than  other  parts  more  northward  and  fouih^    - 
ward.     Therefore,  fince  ihofe  pans  of  the  equator 
which  are  neareft  the  Sun,  muft  be  moft  rarefied  i 
'  4iich  parts,  by  the  earth's  diurnal  rotation  eaftward, 
K  continually  Ihifting  to  the  weftward  ;  it  follows, 
^at  the  parts  of  the  air  which  lie  to  the  weflward 
"f  the  point  of  the  greateft  rarefaftion,  and  by  flow- 
Ig  toward  it  meet  it,  have  let's  motion  than  the  air 
'  of  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  faid  point,  which  follows 
it.     The  excefs  of  motion  in  the  eaftern  air,  would 
generate  a  continual  eafterly  wind,  were  this  all  the    . 
^«6t6t  of  that  rarefaction.     But  it  is  alfo  to  be  con- 
■ttdered,  that  as  all  the  equatorial  parts  of  the  At-  . 
Bpofphere  are  greatly  rarefied,  by  the  Sun  being  ver- 
"tical  over  it  twice  a  year,  and  never  being  more  than 
^4^  degrees  tiiftant  on  either  fide  ;  and  the  air  about 
mpaiar  regions  gready  condcnfed  by  the  extreme 
om  i  this  heavier  air  from  each  polci  is  conftanrly 
'  taming  toward  the  equatoi*,  to  reftore  the  tKitance 
^eftioycd  by  the  levity  of  the  air  there:  hence  ia 
du>  rripe&  atonCf  a  conlUnt  North  and  South  wind 
would  be  generated. 

,v31ii$  motion  compounded  with  the  fortner  eallerty 
libiit  accounts  for  all  the  phznomeoa  of  the  ge- 
ienl  trade  winds ;  which,  if  the  whole  fui^ce  of  the 
kMx  was  fea,  would  undoubtedly  blow  quite  round 
&e.  world,  as  they  are  found  to  do  in  part,  in  the 
iUlaudc  and  Ethiopic  oceans.  But  (as  in  the  cafe  of 
^fei  tides  before  mentioned,  where  fuch  greatconti- 
nents  interpofe,  and  interrupt  the  continuity  of  the 
eoeani  fu  in  this  cafe)  fuch  chains  of  high  mountains' 
intervene,  as  occafion  great  variation  in  the  currents  of 
iviDdfrom  the  gener^'rule.  For^if  acountrylyingnear 
D  3  x!ftft 
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the  Sun,  prove  to  be  flat,  fandy,  and  low  land,  M 
the  deferts  of  Lybia  ^re  defcribed  to  be ;  the  reflec- 
tion of  the  Sun- beams,  and  the  retention  thereof  io 
the  fand,  are  incredible  i  and  the  air  in  fuch  place 
,  y^ill  be  exceedingly  rarefied :  the  qiore  cpoj  and  denfc 
;^ir,  will  therefore  rufli  in  to  reftore  the  equilibriuni* 
This  is  conjectured  to  be  the  caufe  why  near  the 
coalt  of  Guinea,  the  wind  always  fets  in  upqn  the 
land,  blowing  wefterly  inftead  of  eafterlyj  them 
being  fuflicient  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  in]an4 
parts  of  Africa  are  prodigioufly  hot ;  fince  the  northern 
borders  thereof  were  (o  very  intemperate,  as  to  make 
the  ancients  conclude,  that  all  beyond  the  tropica 
was  uninhabitable  by  excefs  of  heat. 

It  is  alfo  from  this  caule,  that  there,  are  fuch  coa-? 
fiant  calms,  in  that  part  of  the  fame  Ocean  calle4 
the  Rains :  for  this  track  being  fituated  in  the  middle^ 
between  the  wefterly  winds  blowing  on  the  coalt  of 
Quinea,  and  the  eafterly  trade-winds  blowing  to  the 
weftward  thereof-,  the  tendency  of  the  air  hpre,  i| 
indifferent  to  either,  and  fo  remains  (tagnant  between 
both.  And  the  weight  of  the  incumbent  atmofphero 
being  diminiftied  by  the  contrary  winds  blowing  from 
hence,  is  the  reafon  that  the  air  does  not  hold  tb0 
copious  vapour  it  receives,  b\4t  lets  it  fall  in  fuch 
frequent  rains. 

But  as  the  cold  denfe  air  by  its  fuperior  weighty 
prefles  through  the  hot  and  rarefied ;  it  is  evident 
this  latter  mull  afcend  in  a  continued  ilream,  as  fafl: 
as  it  rarefies  -,  and  that  being  afcended,  it  mufl  flow 
from  the  parts  where  the  grcateft  heat  is,  and  dif- 
perfe  itfelf  by  a  contrary  current,  to  prcfervc  the 
^.quipoife.  So  that  by  a  kind  of  circulation,  the 
Nordi-eaft  trade-vand  below,  will  be  attended  with 
a  .South-wcfterly  wind  above ;  and  the  South-cafl: 
J>ebv/,  v;ith  a  North- weft  above. 

This 


•^-1^  is.  proved  ta  be  more  thM  mite  conjcdure 
hf  the  fucMen  change  of  the  wind  to  the  oppodttf 
pmir  which  Is  often  found  in  paffing  the  limits  of 
§ig  tnde-winds.  But  that  which  above  all  cftablilhc^. 
)lii  hypothefis,  is  the  phienomenon  of  the  Monibbns^ 
aUA  though  eafily  accounted  for  ftonk  the  abov^ 
-  ftltor^les,  hardly  admjts  of  eiplicatioii  by  any  other 
liMercf  itfffoning. 

••Sbdi  a  circulation  ^f  air  then,  being  admitcedi  ie 

it^t^/be  confidered  that  to  the  nor&ward  of  tbd! 

JtUtK  Ooearv  it  is  eyery  where  I^uid  inthin  the  la* 

'  iUtif  t€  w'' :  viz.  Arabia,  Perfia,Iad^,'&c.  whicfaj 

IhMn  the  fiime  caufe,  arc;  fubj^  to  unfuffimible  heats» 

/ii  wdi'iis  the  interior  parts  of  Afnca,  when  the  Sqtf 

iPlJt  dibi  North  and  neiHiy  vertical  s   but  4x6  tein^ 

tifiibe  enough  when  the  Sun  is  removed  te  the 

fsodittrn  Tropic,  from  a  ridge  of  mountains  at  ibmc 

iUKe' wifliin  Land,  fkid  to  be  fieqtkendy  covered 

irftitipow  in  winter ;  by  which  the  air  mult  be  greatly 

diilled  in  its  pafTagc.     Thus  it  comes  to  pafs  that  the 

ivifld  from  the  North  call,  is  fometimes  hotter  and 

ibmetimes  colder,  than  that  which  by  this  circulation 

is  returned  from  the  South- weft ;  and  of  courfe,  the 

tmdef  current  of  wind  is  fometimes  from  the  North- 

caft,  and  at  other  times  from  the  South-weft. 

The  times  when  thefe  winds  fet  in,  fufficiently  in- 
dicate the  caufes  of  them  ;  this  is  in  April :  when 
the  Sun  begi^is  to"  warm  thefe  northern  climes,  the 
Sooth-weft  Monfoons  begin,  and  blow  during  the 
htats  until  Odlober ;  when  the  Sun  being  retired,  and 
the  countries  northward  growing  cooler,  while  tlie 
heat  incrcafes  to  the  SoutTi,  the  North-caft  winds 
icommence  and  blow  all  the  winter  until  April  again. 
And  from  the  fame  principle  it  muft  be,  that  to  the 
Southward  of  the  Equator,  in  part  of  the  Indian 
Ocean,  the  North-weft  winds  fuccecd  to  the  South- 
caft,  when  the  Sun  approaches  the  tropic  of  Capricorn. 
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Wc  Inight  now  proceed  to  give  the  prefent  rt- 
ccived  hypothefes  accounting  for  fevcral  other  phas*' 
nomena ;  as  rain,  lightning,  the  aurora  borealis,  and 
other  meteors ;  the-  properties  of  magnetifm, .  the 
caufes  of  earthquakes ;  with  many  other  particulars 
♦equally  curious :  but  thefe  being  rather  fubjcdts  of 
natural  hiftory  and  philofophy,  would  occupy  too 
nuch  of  our  room,  arid  would  be  digreffing  farther 
.han  is  ncceflfary  in  an  Introduftion  to  a  Colle6tion 
of  Voyages  and  Travels.  It  is  hoped,  what  has  al- 
ready been  enlarged  upon  concerning  winds  and 
tides,  will  not  need  an  apology  ;  as  thefe  phenomena 
have  too  general  an  influence  over  the  marine  aqd 
commercial  tranfadtions  of  mankind,  and  are  too 
curious  fubjeds  of  fpeculation  in  themfelves,  to 
cfcape  notice  in  a  review  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
Earth. 

Leaving  the  fcientifical  lefs  known  divifions  of  the. 
Earth  -,  we  (hall  now,  in  a  comparative  view,  con- 
fider  the  feveral  parts  of  it,  under  their  more  ge- 
nerally known  denominations  of  Europe,  Afia,  Africa, 
^nd  America. 

r 

EUROPE  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Frozen 
Ofean,  on  the  Eaft  by  Afia,  and  the  rivers  Don, 
Wolga,  and  Oby,  on  the  South  by  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  on  the  Weft  by  the  great  Atlantic  Ocean  ; 
b^'ing  about  3000  miles  in  length,  and  2500  in 
breadth.  It  is  the  Icaft  quarter,  but  the  moft  con- 
liderable  for  the  temperature  of  the  air;  the  fruitful- 
iiefs  of  the  foil ;  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  and 
fciences;  but  above  all,  for  the  profcffion  of  the 
Chriftian  religion.  It  contains  the  following  king^ 
doms  and  dates. 
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Mahometans: 
with  fome 
Jews    and 
Chriftians. 
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The  Europeans  in  general  are  well  made,  and  to^' 
lerably  fair,  except  in  Spairt,  where  they  begin  to 
be  fwarthy.  In  drefs,  they  are  fond  of  imitating 
the  French.  The  Turks  wear  their  beards,  turbants, 
and  a  long  veft  tied  with  a  faUi.  The  Turkilh  ladies 
drefs  much  refembles  that  of  the  mien. 

The  iflands  of  this  quarter  are,  in  the  North,—; 
Greenland,  famous  for  its  whale  fifhery.  — And  fccr 
land,  in  which  is  the  burning  mountain  Hecla,  fup- 
pofed,  by  its  frequent  eruptions,  to  be  the  caufe  of 
the  northern  lights  •,  it  belongs,  with  the  little  ifles 
of  Farrp,  ..together  with  thofc  of  Zealand  and  Funen, 
&c.  in  the  Baltic,  to  the  crown  of  Denmark. — Near 
Great  Britiun,  are  the  Shetland  ifles,  the  Weftern  ifles, 
Orkneys,  Man,  Anglefea,  Scilly,  Wight,  Jerfey, 
Guernfey,  fubjed  tothe  Englifli.  —  On  the  Weft,  are 
the  Azores,  nine  in  number,  the  chief,  St,  Michael; 
St.  Maria,  Tercera,  and  Graciofia ;  which  trade  in  wine 
and  fugar ;  and  all  belong  to  the  king  of  Portugal.  — 
In  the  Mediterranean  Sea  are  Yvjca,  Majorca,  be- 
longing to  Spain. — Minorca  to  England  5  and  Cor* 
fica  ftruggiing  for  independency. — Sardinia,  a  king- 
dom of  itfelf. Sicily  belonging  to  the  king  of 

Naples,  in  which  is  the  burning  mountain  Etna. 
Malta  belonging  to  its  own  governor,  called  the  Grand 

Mafter. Corfu,    Cephalonia,     and    Zant,     fub-^ 

jeft  to  the  Venetians.— —Cyprus,  Candia,  Rhodes, 
JPatmos,  and  the  clufter  of  fmall  ones  in  the  Archi- 
pelago, belonging  to  the  Turks.  ' 

The  principal  mountains  in  this  part  of  the  worjd 
are  the  Dolphrino  Hills,  between  Sweden  and  Nor- 
way;-,— the  Hyperboracan  Mountains  in  the  nortI> 
part  of  Mufcov)' ;— the  Caparthian  mouritains  in  the 
fouth  part  of  Poland  ; — the  Pyrenean  hills  between 
Spain  and  France  j — the  Alps  between  Italy  and 
Germany -,— the  Appenine  hills  dividing  Italy  into 
'  ^ft  and  Weli  j    Vcfuvius,    a  remarkable   burning 

mountain 


pnuotam  near  Naples  •,— the  Peak  in  Endand  ;<r- 
FljiittUHnon.  in  Wa]es')^— and  Qnmtriiq  andObcvioF 
]4fsm;JS^tlaif4>       !   :        :. 

In  i&f|i  quMter,  tbe  moft  noted  rivers  arc,  the 
T^ao^ei,  Severn,  and  Humber,  in  England  ;— 
pQlti^  Tay,  and  Tweed,  in  Scodand; — shannon,. 
3<Bt^.  and  Barrow,  in  Ireland  -, — Rhine,  Elbe,  and 
Pau^  10  Germany  ; — Weifel,  Keefterj  and  Nccper, 
io'flodand', — Tayo  and  Duero    in    Portugal  j — the 

gfapd  Guadalquiver  in  Spain ; — Tiber  and  Fo  in 
i-rrEkin,  Wolga,  and  Dwina,  in'RuflUi— Seine, 
^^Jlbone,  and  Garonne,  in  France;  and  the 
|b^.  which  runs  all  through  Geripany,  Hun- 
tffi  Turky  in  Europe,  and  etnpties-  itfe}f  into  the 

A^  lieidaftof  EOKfpe;  it  a!^0ai4ioamk%}uB^ 
tf^  ,4300  brow].  bqudcMd  04  the  NMi  %^t£e 
Ftoslen;  Ocean,  bythe  Pacific  on  the  fiaft*  0^  the 
Red  Sea  on  the  Weft,  and  the  Indian  Ocean  on  the 
South.  In  this  quarter  ftood  the  temple  of  Diana,  at 
Efdiefus  in  (^atplia,  burnt  the  night  Alexander  tlic 
Great  was  bom.  Near  to  that  ftood  the  famous  city 
Troy,  totally  deftroycd  by  the  Greeks^  1200  yeaif 
before  Chrift.    Here  alfo  ftood  the  fcven  churches 

nieotioDed  by  St.  John  in  the-  Revelations. Alfo 

Tyre  and  Sydon,  on  the  coaft  of  the  Holy  Land,  once 
vaft  cities  ot  trade,  but  now  the  habitation  of  a  few 
filhertnen.— Likewife  Sodom  and  Gomorrah>  large 
Cides  recorded  to  have  been  deftroyed  by  fire  from 
heaven  for  their  wickedoefs, — Alfo  Nineveh  and  Ba- 
b^o&,  great  cities  in  Mclapotamia,  near  Bagdad, 
now  the  habitation  of  only  wild  creatures.  In  the 
Holy  Land  ftood  the  famous  city  and  temple  of  Jeru- 
falem,  deftroyed  by  Yefpafian  about  70  years  after 
Chrift.  This  w^  the  theatre  of  almoft  every  adion 
recorded  in  the  facred  Scriptures.  It  is  divided  into 
piany  principal  regions,  whofe  names,  extent,  chief  r 
^4^5,  pec.  are  as  in  the  following  table. 
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.  UN  T'Ria^DTU'criJrnD'N;       ^f. 

<  The  Ttifks,  Perfitos^'  Moguk^.  and-  Chiiid€,'ftM 
^fgoodfhape  and.coa^ldtioB  ^  Tfaeimen  weartuik 
bttnts,  TciSs,  and  flippers ;  the^wdmcD  dtcfi  ntticti 
likie  the  men,  only  they  wear  a  fiifiened  cap  like  a 
wakn^'  and'  their  ludr  down.  The  Mogul  ladies  ire 
fond  o€  bracelets  on  .-tiieir  arms  and  legi|  rings  otf 
ibeir!  fiogiers  and  toesV  jewels  ib  thdr'nol^s  and 
pendants  in  thdr.  ears : :  and  the  Chihefe  ladies  are  ke-i 
Buvieable  for  their  Iktlt^feet  i  and  the  genttemenicN^ 
long  nails.  In  Siaoi,  Begu,  &c.  the  inhabitants  arfr 
tawniey*  and  features  coam.  The  naien  wear  apteo*^ 
cf  doth  wrapped  round  their  waift,  and  pullt&eir 
keinb  (A  the  Cbinefe  and  Tartars  do)  tij>  Jbv  the  rtot. 
The  wmnen  havct  befide  the  piece  about  tneir  waifi^ 
Inftthrr  ^thrown  rrand  their' breafts  and  fhbuldcffa^ 
InhriBg  the  reftof-the  body  bare.^  The  coaaagHt 
people vpear  the  iea  go  almoft  naked. .' 

'w  .i^  ^  .    r  I"   r  ,■    '     .       .      '■        •  ■  •:  :r: 

9^Srbt  iflands  in'  Afia  are  thofe  of  Japan,  as  JajPta' 
ki^f,  Tonfa  and  Bongo,*— alfo  Forniofa,-^the  S^ee 
ifleSt  very  fmall — Aynan  and  Macco. — The  Ladrone 
ifleSfthe  chief  Guam  and  Tinian.— The  Philippine 
ifles  ii,ooo  in  number,  chiefly  fmall  ones;  the  prian 
dpal  are  Luconia,  Mindanao,  and  Tendaye. — The 
Moluccas  or  Clove  iflands,  the  chief  Gilolo,  Ceram, 
BAacaflar,  Amboyna,  and  Banda,  where  thenutmegs 
grow.— The  Sunda  ifles,  Borneo,  Java,  and  Suma* 
trst  &c*— The  Andaman  and  Nicobar  ifles,  all  fmalL 
Tl^  Maldives,  many  thoufands  very  fmall,  in  the 
Indian  Sea — and  Ceylon,  or  fine  Cinnamon  ifle,  near. 
the  coaft  of  CoromandeK 

Mofl:  of  thefe  iflands  lying  near  or  under  the  Line, 
afibrd  great  quantities  of  fugar  and  fpice,  which  the 
Dutch  trade  with  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  principal  rivers  in  this  quarter  are  the  Tygris, 
and  Euphrates,  between  Arabia  and  Perfia. — Tobol 
«nd  Oby  in  Tartary. — Indus  in  the  Mogul's  empire. 


4&         t  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  i  O  If. 

--Ganges  in  India, — the  Hoambo  or  Yellow  river  in 
the  North ;  and  the  river  Tay,  that  runs  by  Canton^^ 
in  the  South  of  China, 

The  chief  mountains  here  are,  Ararat,  near  the 
Cafpian  Sea,  on  which  the  ark  is  recorded  to  have 
lefted  after  the  flood. — Horeb  and  Sinai  in  Arabia.-— 
Lebanon  in  the  Holy  Land. — Mount  Taurus  running 
from  Eaft  to  Weft  of  all  Afia.-*-Imaus,  in  Tartary,-~ 
Caucaflus  between  Tartary  and  the  Great  Mogul's 
empire  ^ — and  the  Naugracut  mountains  in  Tibet. 

.  AFRICA  is  the  third  quarter,  fituated  to  the  South 
of  Europe,  and  furrounded  on  all  (ides  by  the  Sea,  ex* 
c^pt  a  narrow  neck  of  knd  about  60  miles  over  (called 
riie  Ifthmus  of  Suez)  which  joins  it  to  Alia,  at  the 
top  of  the  Red  Sea.  This  country  is  about  4300 
miles  long,  and  4200  broad,  and  lies  chiefly  in  the 
Torrid  Zone ;  the  Equator  running  through  the 
middle  of  it.  Here  we  find  a  race  of  people  quite 
black,  having  flat  nofes,  thick  lips,  and  hair  like 
wool.  This  quarter  is  generally  divided  as  in  the 
following  table* 
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Along  the  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean,  in  Egypt, 
Biledulgerid,  and  Zaara,  the  people  are  of  a  tawney 
complexion,  and  drefs  like  the  Turks :  but  in  all 
other  parts  of  this  quarter,  the  inhabitants  are  black. 
The  better  fort  of  Aegroes  wear  thin  vefts  and  white 
caps,  but  the  poor  go  almoft  naked,  having  only  a 
fmall  piece  of  fkin,  or  coarfe  ftuflf,  wrapped  about 
their  waift.  The  poor  Hottentots,  daubed  over  with 
greafe  and  foot,  and  having  their  arms,  legs,  and 
neck  wrapped  round  with  the  raw  guts  of  bcafts, 
make  a  mod:  defpicable  and  nafty  appearance! 

The  iflands  of  this  quarter  are,  Madagafcar  the 
largeft  s  the  inhabitants  black,  wild,  lavage,  naked, 
and  under  no  particular  governor.  The  iflands  of 
Cape  Verde,  lo  in  number.  St.  Vincent,  St.  Ni- 
cholas, Lucia,  Antonia,  Sal,  Bonavifta,  Jago,  Mayo, 
Bravo,  and  Fuego,   all  fubjeft  to  the  Portuguefe, 

The  Canary  iflands,  14  in  number,  the  chief, 

Teneriff,  Ferro,  and  Canary,  belonging  to  the  crown  of 

Spain. The  Madeira,  noted  for  excellent  wine, 

fubjeft  to  the  Portuguefe. The  Guinea  ifles,  as 

Princes,  Po,  Annobon,  Thomas,  Matthew,  &c. 
belonging  to  the  Portuguefe.  And  the  ifles  Afcenfion 
and  St.  Helena  belonging  to  the  Englifli. 

The  principal  mountains  here  are,  the  Lybian 
mountain,  between  Zaara  and  Egypt ; — Mount  Atlas, 
between  Barbary  and  Biledulgerid,  which  gives  name 
to  the  neighbouring  ocean,    called    the    Atlantic 

Ocean. The  mountains  of  the  Moon  in  Ethiopia^ 

near  the  empire  of  Monemugi. And  the  Pico  or 

Peak,  in  TencrifF,  one  of  the  Canary  ifles,  in  form 
of  a  fugar  loaf,  fuppofed  to  be  the  higheft  in  the 
world,   and  may  be  fcen  40  leagues  diftant. 

The  moft  noted  rivers  here,  are  the  Nile  in  N«bia 

and  Egypt : The  Niger  running  through  all  Nc- 

.  groland  : The  Gambia  and  Senegal,  on  which 

2  the 


.     IN  TR  ODtr  C  T  I  ON.  '4^ 

the  £hglilh  and  French  have  lome  fettlements,  are 
only  branches  of  the  Niger. 

AMERICA  is  the  laft  quarter  of  the  world :.  it  lies 
about  11300  miles  weft  of  England,  and  is  of  vaft  ex- 
tent. Bounded  on  the  North  by  unknown  parts,  by 
the  Adanoc  Ocean  on  the  Eaft,  by  the  jgreat  Sout^ 
Sn  on  the  South  and  Weft.  It  is  8  or  9  thoufand 
miles  in  length,  and  about  3  thoufand  in  breadth. 
It  was  difcovered  firft  by  Chriftopher  Columbus,  as 
will  apipear  anon.  It  ib  oftpn  called  the  Weft  Indiei 
in  contradiftinAion  to  the  farther  parts  of  Afia,  fiilcdt 
the  Eaft  Indies,  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe  a  little 
before.  It  is  divided  into  two  capital  parts,  of 
▼aft  extent  each,  diftinguilhed  into  North  America^ 
and  South  America;  which  are  connefted  by  a  nar^' 
row  neck  of  land,  called  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien,  or  of 
Pananmi  which  in  ibme  places  is  not  niore  than  60 
mileitfvcn 
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:TbeBriri(h  ootonies  orplantattcyis'aKS  <>  Niora^ 
Scoda*  tbc  chief  to«m>  Halifax,-^T-2.  New  Eng< 
]n4i  tiic  chief  cown  BoOsm.*-'^— 3*  New  York,  & 
dbi^ town  NeiV  York**-' — 4.  New  Jcrfey, 3fae chk^ 

IDwn  Elizabeth  Town. 5.  Penfilvania*  the  chie£ 

cown'Fhiladclphia.— ««^6;  Miryhnd,  the  chief  town 
BaIcirooir.--«-^7.  Vimnia,  tl»  chief  town  Jamea 
Town,-^  *  ■  8.  Carolina,  -  the  chief  town  Charlea 
Town,  ■  ■  And  9.  Gedi^pa,  wfaofe  chief  town  as 
ihe  Savannah. 

a 
■  ■  .'  '  '     ■  ■ 

Tbe  Indians  here  are  generally  of  a  browft  com* 
jdeson ;  the  few  that  are  white  ftain  themfelves  b^ 
a  copper  or  red  colour,  and  fome  with  ftrcaks  of 
Une.  They  are  dexterous  with  their  bows  anikaiM 
MWB)  and  very  ibnd  of  adorning  themfelves  with 
ftrin^  of  beads  and  ihells  about  their  necks,  witk 
rinp  and  plates  in  their  cars  and  aofes»  and  pull 
their  beards  up  by  the  roots.  They  go  naked  w 
the  iummer,  but  in  the  winter  cover  themielves 
with  the  (kins  of  beafts  taken  in  hunting,  which  is 
their  chief  employ. 

The  principal  iflands  are.Newfoufldland,  belonging 
to  the  Englifli,  famous  for  its  fifhery. — Bermudas 
or  Summer  Iflcs,  the  property  of  Great  Britain.— 
Cape  Breton,  Anticofti,  and  St.  John's^  belonging 
to  the  Englifli.— The  Bahama  IQes,  (many  in  num- 
ber, but  Providence  only  inhabited)  belonging  to  the 
Engliih. — The  Antilles,  as  Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  and 
Porto  Rico,  belonging  to  Spain,  and  Jamaica  to  the 

Englitti. The  Carribbe  IQes,  the  chief  St.  Chrif- 

tophers,  Anguila,  Antigua,  Barbadoes,  and  the 
Grenades,  belong  to  the  Englifli. — St.  Martin,  Bar- 
tholomew,    Guadalupe,      Marigalante,    Martinico, 

belonging    to  the  French. Euftatia   and  Saba, 

belonging  to  the  Dutch,— and  St.  Thomas  to  the 
Danes.— —^Thefe  iflands  produce  vaft  quantities  of 

£  2  fugar 
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fugar  (in  planting  of  which  thoufands  of  negroes 
are  employed)  tobacco,  pepper,^  yams,  '  indigo, 
ginger,  gums,  dying-woods,  cocoa,  cotton,  par- 
rots, fiihi  turtles,  and  lignum  vits. 

The  chief  mountains  here  are,  the  Apalachean, 
between  Carolina  and  Louifiana.  But  in  the  North 
are  vaft  unknown  mountains  perpetually  covered 
with  fnow,  from  whence  the  winds  blowing  the 
greateft  part  of  the  year,  thefe  countries  become 
much  colder  than  thofe  in  Europe  in  the  fame  lati- 
tude. 

The  mod  remarkable  rivers  are,  St.  Laurence, 
diridtng  the  Englifh  plantations  from  Canada,  and 
falling  into  the  gulph  of  its  own  name.— -^The 

Miffiffippi,  and  the  Ohio,  in  Louifiana, and  the 

river  North  in  New  Mexico,  which  laft  empty  them* 
felves  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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The  Indians  are  generally  of  a  good  fize,  and 
well  made :  down  to  the  tropic  of  Capricorn  they 
are  of  a  brown  or  copper,  complexion,  but  farther' 
fouth  tolerably  fair.  They  have  little  idea  of  religion. 
They  have  many  odd  cuiloms  •,  go  for  the  moft  part 
naked,  but  paint  themfclves  of  various  colours  ^ 
many  of  them  wear  large  rings  in  their  ears,  chains 
of  fhells  about  their  necks,  and  glittering  ftones  or 
plates  on  their  lip  and  nofes,  permitting  no  hair  to 
grow  upon  their  chins.  They  ufe  bows  and  arrows, 
ilroll  about  and  live  by  filhing  and  hunting,  as 
they  do  in  the  northern  parts. 

« 

The  iflands  here  are  St.  Catherifles  and  Trinidad^ 
off  the   coaft  of  Brafil.— Chiloc  and  Juan  Feman- 

des,  near  Chili, and  the  larjgc  ifland  Terra  Dd 

Fuego,  (fo  called  on  account  of  its  volcanoes  or 
burning  mountains)  at  the  South  of  Magellanica; 
thefe  all  belong  to  Spain.—-!  here  arc  miany  more 
iflands  fcattered  about  the  Great  South-Sea,  but  all 
uninhabited,  and  of  no  great  account. 

The  chief  mountains  are,  St.  Martha  in   Terra 

Firma: the  Andes,    which  are  faid   to    be  the 

higheft  in  the  world  :  their  tops  are  always  covered 
with  fnow ;  and  the  cold  fo  intenfe,  that  numbers 
have  perilhed  in  going  over  them ;  and  others  have 
loft  their  fingers  and  toes,  and  been  lamed  for  ever. 
'No  btaft  of  any  kind  is  found  upon  them.  They 
run  through  the  whole  length  of  South  America. 

The  moft  remarkable  rivers  are,  Oronoko,  where 
the  South  Sea  tradr  begins ; — the  vaft  river  Amazon 
in  Amazonia,  and  Riode  la  Plata>  or  the  river  Plate, 
in  Paraguay, 


or 
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m 
«  ■■.-■.  ••»    ' 

Of .  the  Ufs'hianm  Parts  af  the  IVarUf 

IN  the  North,  near  the  Pole»  air«d-piNova  Zc^nbla 
«-<9reenUnd  aod  Groenland.  The  mhabicaots  are 
very  few,  and  tbcfe  farage  \  low  in  ftatuie,  and  of 
an  ugly  mien.  They  live  upon  the  .flcb  pf  whales, 
bears,  foxes,  rain-deer,  and  go  muffled  up  in  (kins, 
the  hairy  fide  next  their  bodies.    The  Sun  does  not 

Spear  in  thefe  parts  for  three  Qr  four  months  toge- 
pr  19  ihd  wMiter,  and  then  the  cold  is*fqmjetiines 
fe  intenfe  as  to  freeze  brandy.  And  in  the  fummer, 
h|p  fliines  as  ipany  months  continually  uppn  them, 
which  makes  the  heat  as  ttoublelbme.  Here  alfo  lie 
^f9— New  Britajin-r--New  North  Wales— -New  Den-  ' 
IRfdc,  tfx:.  in  Anneri^^a — r-^ai^d  ¥efilQ|^  and  ]^Amtf* 
duttka,  in  Afia,  all  very  tittle  known. 

•       *■• 
JIfldW  the  Molucca  iflesin  Afia~are-New  Gtunea 

'^Brr-Carpentaria— New  Holland — Dieman's  Land ^ 

and  a  little  further.  New  Zealand,  regions  difco- 
vered  by  the  Dutch  and  £ngli(h  about  the  middle 
of  laft  century.  Our  knowledge  of  them  is  very 
imperfeA ;  the  natives  ^re  faid  to  be  wild,  favage, 
black,  and  go  naked. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  there  are  many  large 
tra&s  of  land  towards  the  South  Pole,  of  which  at 
prcfent  we  kpow  nothing.  4 

^be  Difh-iHce  of  the  Miles  in  feveral  Countries  is 
very  great  j  tut  it  will  be  ufeful  to  remember^ 
That 

The  £ngli(h,  Italian,  and  Turkilh,  are  nearly  the 
iame. 

The  Scotch  and  Irifli  Miles  are  about  1 4.  Englifh. 
The  German,  Danilh,  Dutch,  and  Polifh,  arc  about 
4  Engliih. 

E  4  V  "tXv: 
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The  Swedifh  is  about  5  Englilh. 

The  Spanilh  is  about  34-  Englifli. 

The  Hungarian  is  about  6  Englifh. 

The  Ruffian  is  about  i  Englifh. 

The  Pcrfian,  Arabian,  and  Egyptian,  are  about  3 
Englifti. 

This  Indian  is  almoft  3  Englifh. 

The  Japan  is  about  half  a  quarter  of  an  Englifh 
mile. 

The  French  leao^ue  is  2  of  our  nnilcs. 

The  Englifh  league  is  3  of  our  miles. 

> 

As  a  conclufion  wc  will  only  add  a  few  explana- 
tions ;  which,  though  the  generality  of  our  readers 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  need,  this  Introduftion  might 
perhaps  by  Ibmc  be  thought  deficient,  if  they  were 

omitted. 

The  Earth  being  a  globe,  a  Map  of  the  whole 
Farrb  mult  neccllarily  confilt  of  two  parts  •,  one  half 
only  being  vifible  to  one  vitrw  of  it :  this  Map  exhi- 
bits t!icrefore  two  hemifpheres  ;  as  if  the  globe  had 
been  divided  in  the  plane  of  the  firfl  meridian* 
Accordingly  in  an  univcrfal  Map,  the  right  hand 
circle  fhews  the  old  world,  containing  Europe, 
Afia  and  Africa ;  and  the  left  hand  circle  contains  the 
new  world,  or  North  and  South  America.  Upon 
this  Map  are  marked  the  circles  correfponding  to 
thofe  on  the  Sphere  •,  namely  the  Equinoftial  Line, 
the  two  Tropics,  and  the  two  Polar  Circles  -,  all 
which  crofs  the  Map  from  E^afl  to  Weft.  Parallels 
of  Latitude,  and  Meridians,  are  drawn  over  the 
face  of  the  Map  at  10  degrees  dillance,  to  afccrtaip  - 
the  relative  fituation  of  places. 


Particular  Map?,    as  being  part  of  this  general 
Map,  retain  the  Meridians  and  Parallels  of  Latitude 
beloiiging  to  the  reibcctive  places,  drawn  larger  or 
fmallcr  as  tiie  fize  ot  the  pap^r  and  fcalc  wjII  ad- 
mit J 


mki  wdYuch  Maps  aw  drawn  and  propor^ncd  to 
firales  correfponding  to  their  degr^  of  htitudc. 

-  Ic  is  to  be  DOted,  thai:  in  all  Maps,  the  Noryi  is 
•f  tkr  top,  the  South  at  the  bottom,  the  Eaft  ontfae 
fight  hand,  and  the  Weft  oh  the  left :  orifitfliotild 
he  Qtherwiic,  it  is  always  ezprefied  in  words  at  the 
fides ;  or  by  a  mariner's  compafs,  in  which  the  fieur 
de  lys  always  points  to  the'Noith. 

Degrees  of  Latitocfe  are  marked  on  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  fidea  of  the  Map ;  Degrees  of  Longitude  on 
the  North  and  South  fides,  that  is,  on .  the  tqp  and 
bottom ;  to  which  the  Parallels  of  Latitude,  and 
Meridians  or  Circles  cf  I^ongitude,  which  cro&  each 
tXkeff  over  the  £ice  of  the  Map,  correspond. 

m  ■  ■  . 

The^thick  (faadowed  lines  in  Maps  denote  Seacoafb  ; 
die  cousfes  of  rivers  are  (hewed  by  thick  ferpentine 

lines,  and  roads,  by  fmall  double  lines.  Divifions 
of  countries  are  diftinguiftied  by  large  dotted  lines  ; 
and  fubdivifions  into  provinces,  by  imaller :  foreftis 
arc  denoted  by  trees  ;  mountains  by  ftiadowed  emi- 
nences ;  fand  banks  by  dotted  beds  ^  marfhes  by 
ihadowcd  beds ;  and  lakes  by  inland  fhadowed 
coafts,  like  the  common  Sea  coafls. 

More  minute  particulars  are  expreffed  at  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  Geographer,  who  generally  gives  an  ex- 
planation of  arbitrary  figns  and  marks,  at  fome  va- 
iiant  corner  of  the  Map. 

Explanation  of  nominal  Terms j  ufed  in  Geography. 

A  Continent^  is  a  large  extent  of  country,  the 
connexion  of  which  is  not  broken  by  the  interpofition 
of  feas.  The  known  world  is  ufually  divided  into 
(wo  grand  Continents  \  the  one  comprehending  £u* 

I  rope. 
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rope.  Alia,  and  Africa ;  and  the  other  including  the 
two  Americas^  North  and  South. 

An  IJland^  is  a  track  of  land  encompafied  with 
water,  which  cuts  it  off  from  any  comniunication 
with  the  main  land.  Such  are  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
land, Minorca,  Madagafcar,  Borneo,  and  an  infinity 
of  others. 

An  Jrcbipclago^  denotes  a  clufter  of  fmall  iflands  ; 
but  is  more  peculiarly  appropriated  to  a  number  of 
iflands  in  the  Egean  Sea,  between  the  coafts  of 
Greece  and  Afia. 

A  Peninfula  (quafi  pent  infula^  or  almoft  an  ifland) 
or  Cherfoncfus,  (from  the  Greek  of  the  fame  im- 
port) is  a  part  of  dry  land  almoft  furrounded  by 
water ;  but  connected  to  the  main  land,  by  a  nar- 
row neck  of  land.    Such  is  the  Morea  in  Greece. 

An  IftbmuSj  is  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  conne^- 
ing  a  peninfula  to  the  continent :  as  that  of  Darien, 
which  prcfcrves  the  communication,  by  land,  be- 
tween North  and  South  America  ^  and  that  of  Co- 
rinth, which  joins  the  Morea  to  the  reft  of  Greece, 

A  Promontory^  is  a  high  point  of  land  firetching 
out  into  the  Sea  \  the  extremity  of  whiph  is  ufually 
called  a  Cape. 

A  Vokano  is  a  burning  mountain,  a  vent  to  fub- 
terranean  fires,  which  makes  occafional  eruptions  of 
fire,  calcined  minerals,  and  boiling  over  with  ful- 
phureous  torrents.  Such  are  Mounts  Mtnz  in  Sicily, 
.Vefuvius  near  Naples,  Hecla  in  Iceland,  &c. 

The  Ocean  is  a  coUeftive  name  for  that  vaft  Set 
which  encompaffes  the  whole  Earth,  and  which  ob^ 
tains  different    names  in   different  parts;    as  the 

Northern 
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Noittem  Ocean,  the  Adandc  Ocean,  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  &c. 

Some  parts  of  the  Ocean  run,  up  into  the  land, 
ciAer  through  narrow  channels,  or  widii  moadis  ; 
the  former  are  denominated  Seas ;  as  the  Baltic  Sea» 
the  Mediterranean  Sea,  &c  the  latter  are  called. 
Gulphs ;  as  the  eulph  of  Bothnia,  the  Gulph  <tf 
Finland,  the  Gulph  oi  Venice,  &c.. 

A  B^  is  an  arm  or  baibn  of  Sea,  enteiu^  fixne^ 
whu  within  land ;  a  kind  of  lefler  gulph.  The 
hraeft  and  mod  noted  Bays  in  the  world,  zt^  thole 
cf  Bengal,  Panama,  Bifcay,  with  many  others. 

A  Strdi  is  a  narrow  arm  or  channel  communicat- 
ing between  two  feas ;  or  a  pafla^  between  two 
Uhods,  or  lands.  Such  arc  the  Straits  of  Gibraltart 
oC  Magellan,  the  Hellefponr,  &c« 

A  Hariour  is  generally  ufed  for  the  bottom  of  a 
bay,  or  the  mouth  of  a  large  river,  iheltered  from 
winds,  and  frequently  fecured  with  a  mole,  and 
booms,  where  fhips  may  lie  fecurely  at  anchor. 

A  Road  denotes  a  convenient  place  for  anchorage,' 
at  fome  diftance  from  Ihore,  where  veflels  ufually 
wsut  for  winds  to  carry  them  out  to  fea,  or  for  tides 
to  carry  them  into  harbour. 
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VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS. 


The   FIRST    VOYAGE   of 
CHRISTOPHER    COLUMBUS. 


HOWEVER  mankind  differ  in  manners  and 
modes  of  thinking,  when  diftant  ages  and 
nations  remote  from  each  other,  are  com- 
pared togetljer;  the  inventors  of  ufeful  arts,  and 
the  difcoverers  of  unknown  countries,  have  feldom 
failed  of  receiving  that  tribute  of  honour  which  is 
due  to  diftinguifhed  abilities.  The  name  of  Bacchus 
was  firft  celebrated,  and  has  been  delivered  down  to 
us  as  a  deity,  on  account  of  his  Indian  expeditions  ; 
and  becaufe  he  penetrated  farther  than  any  man  was 
ever  known  to  have  done  before.  The  Egyptians, 
who  were  with  reafon  efteemed  the  wiled  people  of 
antiquity,  fince  almoft  all  the  fciences  travelled  into 
this  part  of  the  world  from  thence,  paid  the  higheft 
tribute  of  praife  to  fuch  of  their  monarchs  as  were 
fuppofed  to  have  conquered  the  Eaft;  and  to  have 
extended  their  empire  over  countries  where,  before 
that  time,  no  viftorious  armies  had  ever  come.  Ic 
was  for  the  iame  caufe  that  the  Tyrian  Hercules  was 
fo  much  magnified  by  his  countrymen  -,  and  it  was 
the  glory  which   thofe   heroes   had  acquired,^  thzx. 
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prompted  Alexander,  the  moft  ambitious  and  darifig 
of  the  Greeks,  to  undertake  his  famous  expedition  x 
againft  the  Indians,  that  he  might  not  fall  (hort  of 
any  whofe  names  were  recorded  in  hiftory.  This 
vanity  of  his  tranfported  him  to  fuch  a  degree,  tbac 
though,  after  the  ruin  of  the  Ferfian  empire,  he 
cftecmed  himfelf  the  firft  of  men;  yet,  on  his 
framing  the  projedt  of  invading  India,  he  expefted 
to  be  efteemed  fomewhat  more  than  man.  In  fuc- 
ceeding  times,  we  find  this  humour  far  from  being 
worn  out,  fince  even  the  Romans,  who,  if  not  a 
wifer,  were  moft  certainly  a  more  moderate  people 
than  the  Greeks,  regarded  the  invafion  of  Britain 
by  Julius  Caefar,  as  the  moft  glorious  of  his  ac- 
tions, and  that  which  redounded  moft  to  the  ho-^ 
nour  of  their  empire. 

Upon  the  fame  principle  the  famous  emperor 
Trajan  was  fo  extremely  defirous  of  emulating  the 
example  of  Alexander,  and  carrying  the  terror  of 
the  Roman  arms  into  countries  which  their  ancef* 
tors  never  knew.  But,  the  notion  of  pulhing  con- 
quefts  in  this  manner,  however  it  may  dazzle  the 
eyes  of  the  admiring  multitude,  carries  in  it  no* 
thing  fo  truly  noble  as  the  projedt  of  difcovering 
countries  far  removed  from  other  parts  of  the  world  , 
by  vaft  tracks  of  fea ;  and  rendering  them  mutually 
ufeful  by  their  refpeftive  produ6tions :  and  though 
in  purfuing  this  train  of  reflexions  with  reference  to 
the  difcovery  of  America,  it  is  impoflible  not  to  be 
checked  on  recolle6ling  the  horrid  pious  butcheries 
acted  by  the  avaritious  Spaniards  among  innocent 
nations  curfed  with  the  arrival  of  fuch  infernal  mif« 
lionaries ;  yet  it  is  hoped  the  extenfion  of  commerce, 
manufadures,  and  knowledge  of  every  kind,  among 
the  colonifts  and  natives  of  the  northern  parts  of 
that  vaft  continent,  and  that  glorious  fpirit  of  free- 
dom which  breathes  in  the  provincial  aflemblics, 
and  promifes  a  growth  of  ftrength  and  profperity, 
the  utmoft  extenfion  of  which  it  is  impofifible  to  fore- 
fee  I  it  is  hoped  this  Briiifli  contraft  to  Spanilh  mif- 
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token  policy,  may,  in  its  confequences,  difpoie  the 
future  generations  of  mankind,  for  the  credit  of 
humanity,  to  forget  the  miferies  fuffered  by  the 
paft.  But  to  return  from  this  almoft  unavoidable 
digreffion. 

The  antients  were  under  an  abfolute  incapacity  of 
making  great  difcoveries  by  fea  for  many  reafons, 
but  particularly  becaufe  they  had  no  juft  notion  of 
the  figure  of  the  earth :  they  were  very  indiflferent 
aftronomers,  efpecially  with  regard  to  the  practical 
part  of  that  fcience ;  and  were  able  to  make  no 
voyages  of  confequence  for  want  of  knowing .  the 
wonderful  direftive  property  of  the  loadftone^ 

But  the  great  imperfeffeion  of  the  antient  naviga- 
tion was  the  not  being  able  to  folve  that  necefTary 
problem,  the  Bnding  in  any  place  the  four  cardinal 
points,  and  fuch  intermediate  ones  as  were  neceflary ; 
without  doing  which,  it  was  fimply  impoflible  to 
fail  far :  they  therefore  durft  not  trufl:  themfelves 
into  the  wide  ocean,  but  coafled  only  along  the 
fhores,  that  they  might  by  fome  figns  know  where 
they  were.  In  the  day-time  indeed  they  were  able  to 
find  the  North  and  South,  or  a  meridian  line,  by 
the  Sun's  riling  and  fetting  -,  befide  which  they  had 
three  other  methods,  i .  By  the  ftars  at  night,  par- 
ticularly the  Little  Bear,  and  the  ftar  in  its  tail,  cal- 
led the  Pole  Star,  which  was  much  famed  with  an- 
tiquity, and  fcrved  to  (hew  them  the  North,  and 
thereby  all  other  points.  For,  turning  their  face  to 
it,  the  Eaft  was  on  the  right,  the  Weft  on  the  left, 
and  the  South  behind ;  and  they  had  a  circle  with 
the  points  on  it  •,  and,  bringing  the  North  and  South 
point  to  the  meridian  line,  the  other  points  were 
fcen  at  once.  Another  method  they  had  was  by 
knowing  the  fituation  of  the  fhores,  and  of  one  pro- 
montory from  another  :  for  when  one  point  was  thus 
known,  either  from  the  maps,  or  by  obfcrvation 
and  experience,  they  could  in  failing  find  the  reft. 
But  then  they  could  not  go  far  from  the  (hores, 
which  diredcd  them  as  to  thefe  points;    as  they 
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could  not  at  all  times  ufe  the  fun  and  ftars  for  that 
end.  A  third  method  they  u(ed  was  by  obferving 
the  points  they  had  run  in ;  for  knowing  how  thef 
firft  directed  the  fliip,  and  how  much  they  turned 
again  their  courfe  irom  that  point,  they  knew  the 
other  points.  From  whence  .the  rcafon  appears  of 
their  imperfe6l  and  dangerous  failing ;  viz.  their  not 
knowing  the  points  in  the  wide  ocean,  fb  as  to  tell 
how  to  fteer.  This  third  method,  by  obferving  the 
Ihip^  courfe,  is  of  no  ufe  when  the  ihip  is  turned  to 
a  great  many  points  by  the  violence  of  the  winds 
and  waves.  Such  were  their  methods  of  finding 
the  meridian  lines,  which  were  fo  imperfeft,  that 
they  durft  never  truft  themfelves  in  the  vaft  ocean ;  it  i$ 
no  wonder  therefore  that  they  never  knew  America. 

The  application  of  the  properties  of  magnetifm 
to  the  conftruclion  of  the  compals  had  brought 
about  confiderable  changes  in  the  art  of  navigation^ 
before  any  attempt  was  made  to  difcover  new  coun- 
tries by  failing  weftward  ;  for  there  were  great  diffi- 
culties to  be  overcome,  before  any  defign  of  that 
fort  could  be  accomplifhed.  The  vellels  in  ufe  at 
thofe  times  were  very  unfit  for  long  voyages,  in 
point  of  form,  capacity,  and  ftrength.  The  fea- 
men  had  very  little  experience,  were  naturally  in- 
clined to  coafting,  and  knew  not  enough  of  their  art 
to  be  clearly  fatisfied  what  could,  or  wnat  could  not* 
be  performed  by  it.  Add  to  all  this,  that  their  flcill 
confifted  rather  in  pradifing  what  they  had  feen  be* 
fore,  than  in  the  knowledge  of  any  fettled  principle 
'  of  fcience,  capstble  of  diredting  them  in  any  extra* 
ordinary  cafes  that  might  happen  in  time  to  come. 
Their  obfervations  were  hr  from  being  cxaA ;  partly 
from  the  meannefs  of  their  inftruments,  and  partly 
from  the  narrownefs  of- their  notions  about  the  uie 
of  them. 

Neverthelefs,  many  years  before  the  voyages  of 
Columbus,  and  under  all  the  difadvantages  before- 
mentioned,  a  difcovery  of  America  is  luppofed  ta 
have   been   made   by  fome  adventurers   from   this 
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\idt9d  i  if  aay  claim  am  now  be  made  to  a  dUcoverjr. 

W  peiibfis  who  were  themfelves  totally  loft.    Thd 

Jlpfy  however,  as  it  is  the  earlieft  in  point  o£  time^ 

ifiems  to  merit  a  relation  as  well  as  iny  other.  .  tc 

f0efla-  that  Madoc,  pxince  of  Wales,  wis  the  firff 

^^bovcrer  of  America,  and  the  detail  of  his  qcpedi- 

ifjoa  runs  thus.    He  flourilhed.  in  the  twelfth,  cen- 

fpry^  and  was  fon  of  Owen  Guynneth,  prince  of 

Nmth  Wales  -,  his  brethren  railing  a  civil  war  about 

#)e  dirifion  of  his  father^s  dominions,  he  chofe  rather 

^  go  to  fea  with  a  few  of  his  friends,  and  feek  out; 

■few  habitarions,  *  than  run  the  hazard  of  what  might 

k|)pea  in  this  difpute.     Accordingly,  about  the 

|ear  11 70,  fteerihg  due  Weft,  and  leaving  Ireland 

oa  the  Norths  he  came  to  an  unknown  country  1 

«.  W^mm  he  fetded  a  colony  i)  and,  returning  thence 

HttTWales,  carried  a  fecond  fupply  of  people,  but 

'^ww  Btver  heard  of  more. 

;  ^^That  the-  eduntry  he  went  to  was  really  America^ 
•h  more,  perhaps,  than  can  be  proved ;  but  that  this 
tak  was  invented  after  the  difcovery  of  that  country, 
on  purpofe  to  fet  up  a  prior  title,  is  mod  certainly 
£dfe.  Meredith  ap  Rees,  who  died  in  1477,  and 
was  a  famous  Welch  poet,  compofed  an  ode  in  ho- 
nour of  this  MadoCy  wherein  was  contained  an  ac- 
count of  his  difcoveries.  Now  as  this  was  feveral 
years  before  Columbus  made  his  firft  voyage,  we 
may  be  fure  that  this  was  really  a  Britifh  tradition^ 
and  no  tale  of  late  contrivance. 

Others  again  have  endeavoured  to  prove  that  it 
was  not  America,    but  Groenland,   to  which  our 
Welch  prince  failed.     In  proof  of  which  they  have 
obierved  that  this  country  was  well  known  in  the 
ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  though  it  was  afterward 
loft.     But  neither  does  this  ftory  anfwer  that  pur* 
pofe ;  for,  it  is  evident,  the  courfc  does  by  no  means 
agree  with  it ;  finte,  if  he  had  failed  to  that  country, 
he  could  not  have  left  Ireland  to  the  North.     In  a 
t      Very'*  ingenious  difcourfe   upon    this  fubjedt,    it  is 
U^efted,  that  prince  Madoc  landed  in  fomepart 
Vol.  I.  F  H^ 
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of  Florida ;  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  colon/  be 
planted  there  proceeded  round  by  land,  and  reached 
the  northern  parts  of  Mexico,  which  country  thcf 
conquered,  and  were  thofe  foreign  anceftors  of  the 
Mexicans,  of  whom  we  have  heard  fo  much  from 
the  Spanifti  writers- that  have  recorded  the  adven- 
tures of  Cortes.  To  ftrengthen  which  fuppofitioa 
it  is  aflcrted,  that  fcveral  Britifli  words  have  been 
difcovered  in  the  old  Mexican  language. 

All  this  howevtr  can  be  little  more  than  mere 
conjefture,  to  which  there  are  no  bounds  when  once 
indulged  ;  but  the  probability  of  his  failing  or  be- 
ing driven  to  fome  part  of  America,  may  neverthc^ 
lefs  be  very  readily  admitted  :  and  this  probability 
is  not'by  any  means  difcreditcd  by  no  certain  traces^ 
of  them  being  found,  on  our  better  acquaintance 
with  the  new  world.  In  thofe  unlettered  ages,  be- 
fore the  invention  of  the  compafs,  before  the  inven- 
tion of  printing,  and  before  the  invention  of  gun- 
powder, the. Welch  could  fcarcely  be  more  civilized 
than  the  Americans  they  are  fuppofed  to  have  found 
out ;  and  had  very  few  advantages  of  any  kind  to 
boaft  over  them.  Prince  Madoc  can  hardly  be  ima- 
gined to  have  taken  any  great  number  of  men  with 
him  in  thofe  early  days  of  navigation  ;  and  if  hfc 
men  incorporated  with  the  natives,  and  difperfed,. 
there  is  no  wonder  that  the  memory  of  their  arrival 
fliould  have  worn  away,  where  no  written  records 
fubfifted :  whereas  if  the  natives  dcllroyed  them„ 
there  was  a  fhorter  period  put  to  their  memories 
altogether.  Add  to  which,  that  it  is  extremely  prob- 
able Madoc  might  be  caft  away  in  his  fecond  voyage  v 
or  not  be  able  to  fteer  back  to  his  new  colony.  In 
cither  cafe  both  the  difcoverers  and  the  difcovery 
were  altogether  loft  to  their  country. 

That  an  event  fo  extraordinary  fliould  not  excite 
to  any  attempts  either  from  England  or  Wales,  to- 
ward following  or  finding  out  their  hardy  country- 
men and  their  new  fettlement  \  is  only  to  be  account- 
ed 


OF  COLUMBUS,  4^ 

ed  for  from  the  rude  ieDorance  and.  fupipe  porertjr 
of  thofe  rirnes ;  when  the  human  mind  was  too  con- 
traded  to  find  any  internal  Itimulation  toward  dif- 
coverics  and  improvement-  The  jinall  d^ree  of 
learning  M'hich  then  exifted  was  only  to  be  found 
in  cloifters  among  ecclellaftics  \  by  whom  it  was  ezer- 
cifed  and  employed  in  the  embarrafling  difUp^tons, 
and  unmeaning  fubtilcicj  of  the  'fchoob.  They 
ireie  bowerer  at  laft  roufed  from  their  ufeleis  fpecu-r 
Itlitm  by  the  diJcorery  of  the  compafs^  which  open- 
ijl  die  way  to  the  invention  9f  inftrutjients,  and  the 
C^lniladon  of  tables  for  fadlita^ng  the  methods  thei) 
vied  in  making  celcftial^bfervations. 

Affiftcd  by  thefe  inventions,  mankind  began  to 
VjcKcntuft  the  croQlng  unknown  feas  -,  and  the  fuc< 
oA  of  their  firft  voy^s  encouraged  them  to  attempt 
'{■rd^  difcoveries.  The  Portugucze  coafted  along 
arcat  put  of  Africa,  aiid  took  the  iflaiid  d  Mft- 
ipni,  with  thofe  of  Cape  de  Verde. 

But  thefe  attempts  were  only  preludes  to  the 
icheme  of  Chridopher  Columbus,  a  native  of  Ge- 
noa, who  undertook  to  extend  the  boundaries  which 
r ranee  had  given  to  the  world.  The  jufl:  idea 
this  great  man  had  formed  of  ihe  figure  of  the 
sarth.  gave  birth  to  his  defign  ;  but  the  maps,  more 
erroneous  than  his  conjefture,  made  him  miftakc  the  , 
ol^efl:.  He  propofed  to  find  a  paiTage  to  China  and 
India,  by  croITing  the  Weftern  Ocean.  Venice  and 
Genoa  were  then  almoft  the  only  trading  powers  in 
Eurt^ ;  and  they  had  no  other  fupport  of  their 
power  but  their  commerce :  this  occaiioned  a  rival- 
uup,  a  jealoufy,  and  divers  wars  between  them ;  but 
Venice  was  in  trade  far  fuperior  :  (he  had  drawn  to 
herielf  almoft  the  whole.comi^erce  of  India,  always 
one  of  the  molt  valuable  in  the  world,  and  then 
carried  on  only  by  way  of  Egypt  and  the  Rcd-fea. 
An  emulation  of  this  kind  might  probably  put  Co- 
Iambus  on  finding  another  and  more  direft  paflage 
to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  by  that  moans,  of  vansfcr- 
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ring  this  profitable  trade  to  his  own  country.  But 
neither  what  he  -fought,  nor^what  he  found,  were 
deftined  for  Genoa ;  he  however  performed  the  duty 
of  a  good  citizen,  and  made  his  firfl  propofal.  at 
home,  where. it  was  rejedled.  Difcharged  of  this 
obligation,  he  applied  to  the  court  of  France,  and 
meeting  with  no  better  fuccefs  there,  he  fent  his 
brother  Bartholomew  to  Henry  the  Seventh,  who 
then  filled  the  throne  of  Kngland  ;  but  Bartholomew 
being  taken  and  plundered  by  pirates  in  his  paiTage, 
was,  on  his  arrival  at  London,  reduced  to  fuch  ex- 
treme poverty,  as  rendered  him  unable  to  gain  an 
audience  of  his  Majefty,  till  by  drawing  and  felling 
chaits,  he  acquired  fome  reputation,  and  put  him- 
felf  into  fuch  an  equipage  as  was  neceflary  for  his 
obtaining  accefs  to  the  king.  This  honour  he  ob^ 
tained  in  the  year  1488,  when  he  met  with  all  the 
fuccefs  that  could  be  defired,  and  aftually  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  Henry  VII.  on  behalf  of  his 
brother,  fcvcral  years  before  Chriftopher  clofed  with 
their  Catholic  Majefties. 

In  the  mean  time,  Chriftopher  applied  in  perfon 
to  the  court  of  Portugal,  where  his  offers  were  rc- 
jefted,  and  he  himfelt*  infulted  and  ridiculed ;  but 
he  found  in  thele  infults  and  this  ridicule,  a  new  in- 
citement to  purfue  his  fcheme,  urged  forward  by 
the  ftings  of  anger  and  refentment. 

He  now  repaired  to  Caftile,  and  offered  his  fer- 
vice  to  Ferdinand  and  Ilkbella,  where  he  exercifed 
his  intereft  and  his  patience  for  eight  years.  There 
is  a  fort  of  enthufiafm  in  all  projeftol-s  abfolutely 
neccffary  for  the  accomplifhment  of  their  fchemes, 
which  renders  them  proof  againfl  the  moft  fatigu- 
ing delays,  the  moft  fhocking  infults,  and,  what  is 
fevercr  than  all,  the  prefumptuous  judgment  pailed 
by  the  ignorant  on  their  defigns.  Columbus  had  a 
fufficient  fliare  of  thij  quality  ;  but  his  patience  was 
at  laft  quite  exhaufted,  and  he  had  aftually  taken 
his  leave  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella^  in  order  to  pro- 
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teed  for  Eneland  in  q[ueftof  his  brother,  of  whofefate 
he  remainccfentirely,  ignorant. .  Hei  was  however  un- 
fatpeOedly  recalled  by  the  queen  of  Caftile,  at  thb 
cameft  perfuafion  of  Lewis  de  Saint  Angelo  her  con** 
•  feflbr,  who  prevailed  upon  her  to  comply  with  the 
demands  of  Columbus,  and  even  lent  her  money  to 
promote  the  expedition. 

.  Chriftopher  was  immediately  appcunted.  admiral 
on  the  ocean,  to  enjoy  all  the  appointments,  prero- 
gadves,  and  privileges  annexed  to  the  fl^s  of  Caf- 
tife  and  Leon  in  their  re(pe&ive  feas.  It  was  aUb 
agreed,  that  all  civil  employments  in  the  iflaads 
£d  continent  to  be  difcovered  fhould  be  wholly  at 
hisdifpdal;  that  all  governments  (hoqld  be  given 
to  one  of  thofe  peribns  he  ihould  name;  that  he 
jbould  appoint  judges  in  Spain  for  Indian  affairs  i 
'  diat  over  and  above  the  (alary  and  perquifites  of 
,  admiral,  viceroy,  and  governor,-  he  Ihould  have  the 
tenth  df  all  that  was  bough%  bartered,  found,  or 
accjuired  within  the  limits  of  his  admirallhip,  after 
the  charge  of  the  conqucft  fliould  be  defrayed ;  to- 
gether with  an  eighth  part  of  all  that  he  fhould 
bring  home  in  his  fleet ;  in  confideration  of  whicb^ 
he  fhould  be  at  one  eighth  part  of  the  expence. 

As  fbon  as  thefe  preliminaries  were  adjufled,  and 
hb  commiflion  and  grants  confirmed  by  their  Catho- 
lie  Majefties,  he  repaired  to  Palos,  in  order  to  for- 
ward his  equipment,  which  confifted  of  three  fmall 
vcflels,  the  San^a  Maria,  admiral  Columbus,  the 
La  Pinta,  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon,  and  the  La  Nina 
with  fquare  fails,  under  the  command  of  his  brother 
Vincent  Yanez  Pinzon,  both  natives  of  Palos. 

This  fmall  fleet  being  furnifhed  with  provifion, 
neceffaries,  and  manned  with  ninety  men,  failed  on 
Saturday  the  3d  day  of  Augufl,  1492 ;  but  next 
morning  the  rudder  of  the  La  Pinta  broke  loofe,  fo 
that  the  admiral  was  obliged  to  lie  to,  though  the 
weather  was  fo  rough  that  the  only  afliflance  he 
could  give,  was  that  of  encouraging  the  crew  by 
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his  pfefcnce.  However,  Pinzon  the  captain,  who 
was  an  able  fcaman,  foon  repaired  the  damage, 
which  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  contrived  by  the 
mafter,  who  was  averfe  to  the  voyage-,  and  they 
proceeded  tokrably  well  till  Tuefday,  when  the 
ropes  by  which  the  rudder  had  been  fecured  gave 
way,  and  they  Were  forced  again  to  lie  by,  until 
they  had  fupplied  the  defeft,  lo  as  to  ftecr  the  fhip 
as  far  as  the  Canary  IQands,  which  they  difcovered 
on  'Ihurltiay  about  break  of  day.  Some  of  the  fu- 
pcrllitious  failors  interpreted  this  accident  as  an  ill 
omen ;  but  Columbus  wifely  obferved,  that  no  omen 
could  be  evil  where  people  were  engaged  in  a  good 
defigrn :  and,  in  order  to  divert  their  attention  from 
fuch  unmanly  trifles  for  the  future,  he  inftrufted 
them  in  the  principles  of  navigation  and  geo- 
graphy. 

Columbus  waited  a  confidcrable  time  to  purchaft 
another  vcflel  -,  bur,  being  difappointed,  he  refolv- 
cd  to  repair  the  damaged  caraval  by  furnilliing  her 
with  a  m*w  rudder,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  alter 
the  fquare  fails  of  the  La  Nina,  chat  (he  might  be 
the  more  able  to  keep  company  with  her  conforts  for 
the  future. 

Having  thus  refitted  and  improved  his  fleet,  the 
iidmiral  left  the  Grand  Canaira  on  the  firft  of  Sep- 
tember, and  next  day  arrived  at  Gomera,  where 
fome  time  being  fpent  in  laying  in  provifions,  wood^ 
and  water,  they  fet  fail  on  Thurfday  the  6th,  and 
ftood  away  to  the  weftward,  with  Very  little  wind. 
On  Sunday  about  day-break  the  admiral  found  him- 
fclf  nine  leagues  weft  of  the  ifland  of  Ferro,  where 
they  loft  fight  of  land,  and  many  people  on  board 
wept  bitterly,  from  an  apprehenfion  they  ftiould 
•  never  fee  it  more,  Columbus  perceiving  this  de- 
fpondence,  which  he  was  afraid  would  infedb  the 
whole  company,  comforted  them  with  tlie  moft  con- 
fiilcnt  afllirances  of  wealth  and  profperity,  and  though 
they  i'ailed  eighteen  leagues  that  dav,  pretended  thev 
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Thai  made  no  more  than  fifteen,  r^folving  to  difguife 
his  reckoning  in  this  manner  during  the  whole  voyage, 
that  thofe  fpiritlefs  mortals  might  not  think  tiem* 
fclves  fo  far  as  they  really  were  from  Spain, 

On  Wednefday  the  12th  of  September,  being  150 
leagues  weft  of  Ferro,  the  admiral  difcovered  the 
body  of  a  large  tree,  which  feemed  to  have  been  a 
long  time  floating  on  the  water.  Here  he  found  a 
current  fctting  ftrongly  to  the  north-eaft ;  and  when 
he  had  run  fifty  leagues  farther  weftward,  he,  on  the 
13th,  in  the  twilight,  perceived  the  needle  varying 
half  a  point  towards  the  north-eaft,  and  at  day»break 
Haifa  point  more.  He  was  greatly  furprifed  by  this 
variation,  which  »had  never  been  obferved  before  •,  but 
he  had  reafon  to  be  ftill  more  amazed,  when  failing 
about  1 00  leagues  farther,  he  found  the  needles  va- 
ried about  a  point  to  the  nordi-eaft  at  night,  and  in 
the  morning  pointed  direftly  north. 

On  the  14th  the  people  on  board  the  La  Nina  had 
been  furprifed  at  fight  of  a  heron  and  tropic  bird  :  but 
the  next  day  they  were  ftill  more  aftonifned,  when 
they  faw  the  lea,  in  a  manner,  -covered  with  green 
and  yellow  weeds,  which  feemed  to  have  been  lately 
wafhcd  av/ay  from  fome  rock  oc  ifland.  This  pheno- 
menon gave  thciri  realbn  to  conclude  that  they  were 
near  fome  land,  efpecially  as  they  perceived  a  live 
lobfter  floating  among  thefe  weeds  -,  and  afterwards 
found  the  fca  water  grow  Ids  fait  as  they  advanced  : 
vaft  flioals  of  tunny  tilh  alfo  attended  their  fleet. 

The  iSth  of  September,  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon, 
captain  of  the  Pinta,  being  a-head,  lay  to  for  the  ad- 
miral, and  informed  him,  that  he  had  feen  a  great 
number  of  birds  flying  to  the  weftward,  fo  that  he 
cxpedled  that  night  to  difcover  land,  which  indeed 
he  thought  was  already  vifible  at  about  fifteen  leagues 
diftant  to  the  northward.  But  the  admiral  was  con- 
vinced of  its  being  a  deception,  and  therefore  w^ould 
lofc  no  time  in  altering  his  courfe,  notwithftanding 
tlie  folicitations  of  his  people,  who  were  very  well 

F  4  diipofed 
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.^  ct.ib!c  illufion,     How- 

.  ^ 'hen,  they  took  in  their 

.  -It  igch  of  September,  in 

-.  iccing  a  number  of  fea-gulls, 

^.o  ji"  land,"  from  which  he  fup- 

..  J  not  fly  a  great  way  :  he  there- 

ouiid  no  bottom  with  a  line  of 

cr,  he  perceived  the  current  now 

.<.t.     Three  days  after  they  took  a 

.  .11,  i'iw  abundance  of  weeds,  and  in 

...s.-  vilued  by  three  land  birds  fmging, 

...  V  ,i:  day-break,  and  confirmed  the  ad- 

.^   .>.^ijion  that  he  could  not  be  f^ir  from 

N.  .   v.:  ly,  they  faw  a  tropic  bird,  and  fuch  a 

t   we.-ds,  as  alarmed  the  people,  who  be- 

^..   -^ic  their  courfe  would  be  impeded. 

V    o  '.'.d  now  blew  from  the  fouth-weft,  which 

..!  ^■.-ntrary,  gave  Columbus  great  I'atisfaccion, 

V  . .  ..Id  now  convince  the  crew  of  the  vanity  of 

.  ii  >,  in  fuppofing,  that  as  the  wind  had  been 
.......  ^  light  a-ftern,  they  fliould  never  have  a  fair 

,.  i.  .o  carry  them  back  to  their  own  country.  But 
:.  L^i^ht  of  all  his  reafons  and  rcmonftrances,  the 
.  vw  began  to  murmur,  from  an  apprchenfion  of 
^Milliing  at  fea,  in  queft  of  a  country  which  in  all 
^»:v»bdbility  had  no  exiftence  •,  and  their  difcontent 
iv»!w*  to  fuch  a  height,  that  a  mutiny  would  certainly 
have  enfucd,  had  not  a  brifk  wind  fprung  up  at  well- 
norih-wcfl,  and  demonftrated  that  they  would  always 
have  a  chance  for  returning,  notwithftanding  the  in- 
finuations  of  fome,  who  had  affirmed  that  the  firft 
change  was  no  fettled  breeze,  but  a  tranfient  pufF, 
which  made  no  impreflion  upon  the  furface  of  the 
fea.  At  the  fame  time  their  hopes  of  difcovering  land 
V^ere  revived,  by  the  fight  of  a  dove  that  flew  over 
the  fliip,  and  fcveral  fmall  birds  that  came  from  the 
Vt-ft. 

But  the  mortification  of  the  people  was  greater  in 
'  apportion  as  they  had  been  elated  by  thefe  figns, 

>vbeft 
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when  they  fouAcl  chcn^ves  difappoihted :  and  now; 
they  not  only  loudly  cotnplained,  but  even  began  to 
cafa^l  s^inft  the  admind>  who  they  faid,  mxa^  a 
ibolifli  and  ill-grounded  notion,  had  formed  the  do- 
fign  of  ralfing  his  own  family  and  fortune  at  their  ez- 
pence.  They  declared  that  they  had  ^afaeady  pro- 
ceeded far  enough  to  d^monftrate  their  courage  and 
perfeverance,  and  that  it  was  now  high  dme  to  fc« 
turn  to  their  friends  and  country,  even  though  force 
fliould  be  neceflary  to  obtain  the  adnuraPs  confent. 
It  was  even  actually  propofed  to  throw  him  over- 
board, and  to  declare  at  their  return,  that  while  he 
was  eagerly  employed  Jn  making  obfervations,  he 
cafually  dropped  into  the  ocean. 

This  fpirit  of  mutiny  among  the  Tailors  ws(^  not  un- 
known to  Columbus,  who  exerted  uncommon  addrefi 
}n  quelling  it  i  fometimes  by  rcprefenting  the  duty 
diey  owed  to  him,  who  was  vc&cd  with  a  legal  aa- 
thofity,  which  he  was  refolved  to  maintain  at  the 
hazard  of  his  life ;  and  fometimes  by  reproaching 
them  witii  their  impatience  and  pufillanimity,  which 
even  the  mod  apparent  (igns  of  land  could  not  re- 
move. In  a  word,  he  demonftrated  the  folly  of  their 
fears,  fbothed  the  anxiety  of  their  minds,  and  encou- 
raged their  hopes,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  prevented , 
thfcm  from  taking  any  refolution  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  enterprize. 

On  the  25th  day  of  September,  about  fun-fetting, 
Pinzon,  whofe  (hip  was  a-head  of  the  admiral,  all  of 
a  fudden,  called  out,  Land !  land !  and  pointed  to- 
wards the  fouth-weft,  where  they  perceived  Ibme- 
thing  like  an  ifland,  about  twenty-five  leagues  dif*- 
tant :  this  appearance  was  (b  agreeable  to  the  men, 
that  they  gave  thanks  to  God  with  gfcat  fervency  of 
devotion  •,  and  though  Columbus  was  perfuaded  it 
was  nothing  more  than  a  deception,  yet,  in  com- 
pliance with  their  clamorous  demand,  flood  towards 
(he  fuppofed  ifland,  during  the  bed  part  of  the  night ; 
^ut  in  the^  morning  they  f^w  it  y^ntlh  in  the  clouds, 

WW 


. JTAGE 

rrrjrned,  and  they  rc^ 

X  ci.liniral  however  per- 

.  .        •  jjurpo!t\  with  a  ftcadi- 

.  .^L  to  i.iiT'jiclr      Three  days 

..  w.irrcn:s  were  altogether ir- 

.  .  ;La  they  law  lome  gulls,  and 

o    O  "  obcr,  the  pilot  of  the  ad- 

>^v  account  578  leagues  weft  of  the 

;  oui>;Ii  the  rtrcAuning  Oi  Columbus* 

On  the  third,  Cc/ivj^  no  birds, 

.:..:vv;  ciiat  t!.ey  I.-u  {-aiuv-  betsvcen  fome 

'  li.c  men  eaineltly  entreated  tht:  admiral 

.     I )  the  one  fi.ic  or  the  oilier.    i:i  quell 

..  .;  .   iv  i.maizined  th.^^y  had  icr'c :    cut  he  re- 

I  ly  wicii  nie-r  ijv.r\.ati«.s,   bci.ig  unwilling 

.    L..."  Liv'oura  ic  wind  tliat  carried  hin  to  the 

:.t:,   uliieh  he  accounted  his  ll;rei:  courfe,   and 

;; -t  t.ike  ar.v  lu'p  to   Ij  !]en  the  r. ;  ■.:!.■  :iun  of 

.   . 'i.iirj.ihi!:^,    v.ii;c;i   nuill   h.ive   luiKicJ   in   the 

..  "...'M  of   I'.is   [  •j()pl:r,   h-d    he  chrin^eii  his  courfc 

V  ..•  ii;jt  which  i:e  h^d  all  ^ion::  aiilifL  J  uvcm  would 

u    uiiKirc    in    ilvj   acconi|^iilhmcnt  of  t!uir    wilhes. 

;  I. is  fortitude  of  the  ai^imiral  tl-ty  interpreted  into 

tJkiilinacy  anJ  mailnefs,  Vxnd  were  actually  on  the  brink 

elf  lakini^  fomc  defj)erate  ilep  to  his  ):r;'iudict*,   wlicn 

their  fu.''y  was  appealed  by  ti^c  arrival  of  above  forty 

J]  arrows  «nd  Ibme  other  land  birds  that  came  from 

the  wellward,  and  fiewover  their  ficct. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  f  jme  imperfect  figns  of 
land  appeared  in  that  quarter,  but  no  man  on  board 
would  venture  to  mention  it,  bccaufe  their  catholic 
majefiies,  who  had  pFomifed  a  pcnfion  of  thirry  crowns 
for  life,  to  him  who  (houll  firll  difcover  land,  havl 
likewile  decreed,  that  wholLever  fliould  cry  land ! 
three  days  before  it  was  acftually  made,  fliould  forfeit 
the  reward,  even  though  it  Ihould  afterwards  prove 
that  he  was  really  tho  firfl  perfon  who  perceived  it. 
But  notwithflanding  this  precaution,  the  Nina,  which 

keing 
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Ibdng  the  beft  fidlert  kept  always  a^bcad,  firodia  guo^ 
md  hoifted  her  colours^  in  tcucch  of  knd  %  but  the 
tfarthor  they  failed,  the  more  they  were  Conviixred  of 
their  aoiiftake ;  for  the  appearance  that  mifled  theoa 
ttttUfy  vaniflifed  as  they  advanced.  Next  day,  how^ 
arer,  they  were  in  finne  sMi^ure  cdnfoled  £ot  their 
'  ifiiamxiintment,  by  flights  of  large  fowl  and  fmaU 
land  birds  flying  towards  the  foiith^wefl: ;  and  the  ad- . 
iniral  being  fully  perfuaded  that  they  could  not  go 
*ikr  to  fea,  he  in  imitarion  pf  the  Fortuguefe,  who  had 
«£ftovjered  many  iflands  by  following  the  direAion 
of  filch  birds,  altered  his  c;ourfe  and  flood  to  the 
fti^b^wcfft,  having  now  run  750  leagues  to  the  weft* 
INtftl  of  the  Canaries. 

'  On  the  8  th  of  Oddber  they  were  vifited  hf  twel^ 

logmg  birds,  of  difierent  colours,  and  jQiw  a  "^great 

'auinber  of  jays,  gulls,  and  ducksf  flying  towards  the 

. -feidi*wcft ;  they  likewifc  perceived  the  air  to^be  ftdh 

itod' odoriferous,  as  at  Sevil  in  the  month  pf  April: 

but  the  crew  had  been  fo  often  deceived,  that  even 

thefe  certain  figns  could  not  fupprefs  their  murmurs, 

^hich,  during  the  two  fucceeding  days,  increafed  to 

fuch  a  degree,  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  admiral,  , 

that  he  would  not  have  been  able  much  longer  to 

withftahd  the  dorm,  which  was  ready  to  burft  upon 

his  head,  had  not  fuch  evident  tokens  of  their  being 

near  the  land  appeared,  as  could  not  be  difputed  but 

by  th«  moft  obftinate  and  incredulous  among  them. 

On  the  1 1  th  of  Oftober,  thofe  on  boattd  of  the 
admiral  faw  a  green  rulh,  together  with  a  large  rock 
fifli,  fwim  by  the  fhip ;  the  people  of  the  Pinta  dif- 
covered  a  cane  floating,  and  took  up  a  ftaffcurioufly 
wrought,  together  with  a  fmall  feoard,*and  abundance 
of  weeds,  newly  wafhed  from  the  banks  on  which 
they  grew.  A  branch  of  thorn  full  of  red  berries 
was  aids  at  the  fame  time  pei]gcived  by  the  crew  of 
the  Nina. 

Being  therefore  now  aflured  of  the  vicinity  of  land, 
the  admiral  harangued  his  men  at  night,  after  prayers, 

rcavvv\d\tv^ 
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c '.h.-Jviing  :iKin  of  the  mercy  of  God,  in  granting 
I  :>.!■.  I  r^i:  Hcacher  during  fuch  a  long  voyage,  and 
.•\..v'.':uig  them  to  be  extremely  vigilant  for  that 
:u^.u«  a^  he  firmly  expeded  to  fee  land  next  day; 
.ii\o  11  Older  to  encourage  them,  not  only  mentioned 
1  .ic  ^'ciilion  of  thirty  crowns,  but  alfo  promifed  to  give 
.1  velvet  doublet  to  him  who  Ihould  be  the  firft  dif- 
^.avcrer.  After  this  fpeech,  he,  about  ten  o'clock  at 
nigiu,  retired  to  the  great  cabbin,  from  whence  per- 
<.\iving  what  he  imagined  to  be  a  light  on  (hore,  he 
valieJ  CO  one  Peter  Gutierres,  who  foon  plainly  faw  it, 
djui  conjeftured  it  to  be  a  candle  or  torch  belonging 
to  (oaie  fifherman  or  traveller,^  becaufe  it  feemed  to 
move,  vanilh,  and  appear  by  turns.  This  increafed 
choir  vigilance  and  caution,  though  they  ftill  held  on 
their  courfe  till  about  two  in  the  morning,  when  the 
Pinta  being  far  a-head  gave  the  fignal  of  land,  which 
was  firft  difcovered  by  a  failor,  called  Roderick  de 
Triana,  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues :  but  the  pen* 
fion  was  granted  to  the  admiral,  who  had  perceived 
the  light  fome  hours  before.  The  fhips  now  all  lay 
to,  and  the  people  waited  for  morning  with  the 
utmoft  impatience,  that  they  might  feaft  their  eyes 
with  viewing  an  objed  fo  long  and  fo  ardently  de« 
fired. 

Nor  were  they  now  difappointed ;  for  the  dawn  no 
fooner  appeared,  than  they  perceived  an  IQand,  about 
fifteen  leagues  in  length,  almofl  one  continued  plain, 
covered  with  trees,  fupplied  with  delicious  dreams, 
and  having  a  large  lake  in  the  middle.  It  was  inha- 
bited by  a  number  of  people,  who  ran  down  to  the 
(hore  aftoniflied  at  the  fight  of  the  ftiips,  which  they 
at  firft  miftook  fof  living  creatures.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Spaniards  were  inflamed  by  the  moft  eager 
curiofity,  to  know  the  particulars  of  this  interefting 
difcovery :  and  the  veflels  were  no  fooner  brought  to 
an  anchor,  than  the  admiral  went  afliore  with  his  boat 
well  armed,  and  the  royal  ftandard  difplayed,  at- 
tended 
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tended  l^  the  other  two  captains  in  their  reQ>eAive 
boats,  with  the  particular  enfiffns  of  this  enterprize. 

Tity  were  no  ibonef  hnded  than  they  kneeled  on 
ihe  fbote^  giving  thanks  to  God  fi>r  his  indukence, 
and  kiflfed  mc  ground  with  tears  of  jojr.  The  admiral 
then ftanding  up,  calkcl  the  ifland  St.  Salvador*,  and 
lookjpofleflion  of  it  for  their  cathdic  majeftiest  with 
ihe  lolemnity  proper  on  fuch  occafions.  This  cere- 
1MOV  being  pf^rfbrmed,  he  was  acknowledged  as  ad« 
ipiral  and  viceroy,  by  the  Spaniards,  who  now  im- 
ttlond  his  pardon  for  the  amonts  anid  infults  he  had 
'Ijaftained  fiom. their  fear  and  wantof  relbludon,  and 
leadily  iwore  to  obey  him  as  the  repre&ntative  of 
^HJr  catholic  majefties. 

A  multitude  of  the  Indians  being  preientat  the 
trnA£don^  and  appearing  to  be  very  umple,  quict^ 
4nd  peaceable,  Oxumbus  diftribut^  among  them 
' -Jpme  ted  taps,"ftiings  of  glafs  beads,  and  other  things 
ti  (mail  value,  which  they  received  with  traniborti 
and  when  he  returned  to  his  Ihip,  fome  of  them  iwam 
after  him,  and  others  followed  in  canoes  with  parrots, 
^bottoms  of  fpun  cotton,  javelins,  and  other  trifles, 
to  barter  for  beads,  bells,  and  other  inconfiderable 
toys.  Few  of  them  feemed  to  be  above  the  age  of 
thirty.  They  were  of  a  middle  (lature,  well  (hapcd, 
of  an  olive  colour,  with  thick  lank  black  hair,  gene- 
rally cut  Ihort  above  the  ears,  though  fome  let  ic 
STOW  down  to  their  (houlders,  and  tied  it  about  their 
head  like  the  trefles  of  women :  their  countenances 
were  open,  and  their  features  regular ;  but  their  high 
foreheads  gave  a  wildnefs  to  their  afppft.  The  faces 
of  ibme,  and  bodies  of  others,  were  painted  black, 
white,  and  red ;  and  all  of  them,  female  as  well  as 
male,  were  ftark  naked.  So  little  were  they  ac- 
quainted with  European  arms,  that  they  handled  a 
naked  fword  by  the  edge,  without  fufpeding  its  mif- 
chievous  quality  ;  they  ufed  javelins  of  wood,  armed 

*  Now  known  by  the  name  of  Cat>ifland» 

with 
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,:i^ «..,.,     yv'irc  wadk  Jeftitute  of  iron.     And 

Z"  ^f^'-'^rr.-    r.><f^»S^^ai  they    had  marks  of 

*^.  J .    .    -^^    Viif«ft».  Wine  of  them  were  afked  by 

y  _    ^^    -*  -K    i;'-i^  v^v«  acquired  ?  They  anfwered, 

..^   ^  *^    n   language,   that  they  received 

.../•  ".»  jViVnce,  againft  the  inhabitants  of 

.    ,  ;,    ,;K/  v-ti^e  witlv  a  view  to  enflave  them. 

.   r...,  t/  X-  iu  ingenious  people,  and  poffcffed 

......    1  .ui^uo,  fo  as  to  repeat  the  words  they 

--      '-i,*y  diilinct  pronunciation. 
^,  .  ^^t  ij.vrning  being  the  13th  of  Odlober,  a 

M»iivXi  \>i  thcfe  Indians  came  aboard  in  their 

^,ixh  arc  made  by  hollowing  the  trunk  of  a 
V  iiic  01  them  being  fo  fmall  as  to  hold  one  per- 
„,\^  .ind  others  large  enough  to  contain  forty : 

^ic  lowed  with  paddles,  and  fo  light,   that  if 

.  ^ .  vUiiuv  to  be  overlcr,  the  rowers  could  eafily  turn 
.:.!;i  .li^iin,  and  empty  the  water  with  calabafties, 
..  .i.*.a   ror   that  purpofe   they   always  carried    with 

i  iicic  Indians  had  neither  jewels  nor  any  kind  of 

».v.c;i,  except  fomc  fmall  plates  of  gold  that  hung  at 

ui^ii  nolbils,  and  <is  they  exprefled   by  figns,  came 

rroai  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft,   where  there   were 

liunv  princes,  idands,  and  countries. 

At  I  he  fame  time  they  were  fo  fond  of  poflcfling 
any  ihing  belonging  to  the  Spaniards,  that  if  they 
could  j>ick  up  a  bit  of  broken  earthen  ware  upon  the 
dii k,  they  would  leap  into  the  lea  and  fwim  afhore 
with  it.  They  were  ready  to  exchange  any  thing  they 
had  for  the  greateft  trifles,  and  fome  of  them  gave 
five  and  twenty  pounds  of  well  fpun  cotton  for  three 
fnull  j)ieccs  of  Portuguefc  brafs  coin  not  worth  a  far- 
thinp;;  not  tliat  thty  believed  the  things  they  pur- 
chalcd  were  of  any  intrinfic  value,  but  becaufe  they 
were  defirous  of  preferving  fome  memorial  of  thofe 
white  men,  whom  they  looked  upon  as  people  de- 
scended from  heaven. 

X  On 
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On  the  14th  of  Odober,  the  admiral  in  his  boats 
Coafted  the  ifland  toward  the  north- weft,  until  he 
found  a  large  bay  or  harbour,  large  enough  to  contain 
all  the  fliips  of  Europe.  He  was  attended  by  mul- 
titudes, of  the  inhabitants,  exprefiing  their  wonder  and 
regard  by  a  thoufand  gefticulations.  At  length  the 
adoiiral  arrived  at  a  peninfula,  where  hefaw  half  a 
dozen  of  their  houfes  and  plantations,  as  pleafant  as 
thofe  of  Caftile  in  the  month  of  May.  But,  finding 
this  was  not  the  land  he  looked  for,  he  took  fcven  of 
theie  Indians  to  ferve  as  interpreters,  and  returning  to 
his  fhips  failed  on  the  difcovery  of  other  iflands  vifible 
from  the  peninfula. 

The  next  day,  after  failing  fcven  leagues,  he  ar- 
rived at  the  weft  end  of  one  of  thefe  iflands,  about 
ten  leagues  in  length,  which  he  denominated  St« 
Mary  or  the  Conception ;  but,  perceiving  no  differ- 
ence between  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  and  thofe 
of  St.  Salvador,  nor  any  thing  worth  notice  in  its 
productions,  he  continued  his  courfe  weftward,  and 
anchored  upon  the  coall  of  a  much  larger  ifland,  ex- 
tending north-weft  and  fouch-eaft,  above  eight  and 
twenty  leagues.  Before  he  reached  this  pha'ant  fpor, 
which  he  named  Fernandina,  he  took  up  an  Indian  in 
a  fmall  canoe,  furniflied  with  a  piece  of  their  bread,  a 
calabafli  full  of  water,  and  a  little  e*irth  like  vermi- 
lion, with  which  thoic  people  paint  their  bodies  *,  he 
was  likewife  provided  wiih  fomc  dry  leaves,  valued 
for  their  agreeable  and  wholefome  fmell ;  and  a  little 
baflcet,  containing  a  ftring  of  glais  beads,  and  two 
fmall  pieces  of  Portuguefe  money  j  from  which  cir- 
cumftances  it  appeared  he  was  bound  f.om  S:.  Salva- 
dor to  Fernandina,  with  the  ftrange  news  of  the  ad- 
miral's arrival -,  but  the  voyage  being  long,  he  was 
weary  with  paddling,  and  defired  to  be  taken  on 
board.  Columbus  granted  his'  requcft,  treated  liim 
courteoufly,  and  lent  him  on  fhore,  that  he  might 
prcpoflefs  the  natives  of  Fernandina  in  favour  of  the 
Spaniards.     The  fucccis  ^nlwcrcd  the  admiral's  ex- 

pedtaiion  ^ 


id  THE  FIRST  VOYAGE 

pe6i:ation  ;  for,  in  confequence  of  the  favourable  ^<i^ 
count  given  by  the  Indian,  the  iflanders  came  aboard 
in  their  canoes,  to  barter  with  the  fame  fort  of  com- 
modities found  at  St.  Salvador ;  but  they  ieemed  to 
have  more  fagacity  than  the  other,  and  made  more 
advantageous  bargains  :  they  had  fome  cotton  cloth 
in  their  houfes,  and  the  women  wore  a  kind  of  Ihorc 
petticoat  or  fwathe  round  the  middle-  Here  were 
fome  trees  that  feemed  to  have  been  ingrafted,  as  they 
bore  leaves  or  branches  of  four  or  five  feveral  forts : 
there  was  plenty  of  fi(h,  of  different  Ihapes  and  co- 
lours, lizards,  and  fnakes,  and  fome  dogs,  which 
however  did  not  bark ;  their  houfes  were  built  like 
tents,  almoft  entirely  void  of  furniture  ;  arid  the  beds 
in  which  they  lay,  were  like  nets  hanging  from  two 
pods.  Columbus,  finding  nothing  valuable  in  this 
ifland,  failed  on  the  19th  of  Oftober  to  another,  od 
which  he  beftowed  the  name  of  Ifabella,  in  honour  of 
her  catholic  majefty.  This  far  exceeded  the  others 
in  goodnefs,  beauty,  and  extent.  It  abounded  with 
delicious  dreams,  pleafant  meadows  and  groves,  and 
the  profpedl  was  finely  diverfificd  with  hills,  which 
the  reft  wanted.  The  admiral,  enamoured  of  its 
beauty,  landed  to  perform  the  ceremony  of  taking 
pofferiion,  and  walked  through  fome  meadows  as 
green  and  delightful  as  thofe  of  Spain  in  the  month 
of  April.  Here  the  ear  was  raviflied  with  the  fongs 
of  nightingales  and  other  birds,  which  not  only  hop- 
ped from  bough  to  bough,  but  even  flew  through 
the  air  in  fuch  fwarms  as  darkened  the  day.  Near 
one  of  the  lakes,  of  which  there  was  great  plenty,  the 
Spaniards,  with  their  fpears,  killed  an  alligator  fevcn 
feet  long,  which  though  at  that  time  they  looked  up- 
on with  horror,  they  afterwards  Ikinned  and  ate, 
being  the  moft  delicious  food  ufed  among  the  Indians, 
by  whom  they  are  called  yvanas. 

Having  made  himfclf  acquainted  with  the  produce 
of  Ifabella,  and  the  manners  of  its  inhabitants,  Co- 
lumbus was    unwilling  to  lofe  more   time  among 
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thofe  iflands,  and  therefore  fet  fail  with  a  fair  wind 
ibra  large  country,  extolled  by  the  Indians,  under  * 
the  name  of  Cuba,  lying  towards  the  Ibuth ;  at  the 
lioitk  fide  of  which  he  arrived  on  the  28th  of  Qdober. 
•This  hind  exhibited  a  moft  enchanting  variety  of  hiU$ 
tnd  daks,  woods  and  pl^ns,  and  appeared  to  be  of 

-  fveat  confeauence,  by  the  extent  of  its  coafts,  and 
rae  largeneis  of  its  rivers. 

r  The  admiral,  in  order  to  obtain  fome  intelligence 
xtibc  natives,  anchored  in  a  large  river,  the  banks 
il$  wjiich  were  (haded  by  thick  and  tall  trees,  adorned 
:f^  blofibms  and  fruit  altogether  unknown  in  Eu- 
iifft^  and  the  ground  was  clothed  with  grafs  of  a  moft 
'littmiant  growth.  The  Spaniards  entered  two  bodies 
MKh  were  defcned  by  the  people,  who^  terrified  at 
•tfhl^i!|>pearanGe  of  tht  ihips,  had  betaken  themfelves 
,]b  iQignt.     They,  however, :  fuftained  no  damage ; 

*/bi  cne  .Chriftians,  without  touchine  any  of  their 
tMeififils,  reimbarked,  and  continued  their  courfe 
weftward,  until  they  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  another 
river,  which  the  admiral  called  de  Marcs.  This  be- 
ing more  confiderable  than  the  other,  the  {hips  en« 
tered  and  failed  up  a  good  way,  and  the  banks  were 
all  along  inhabited  -,  but  here  too  the  natives  (led, 
irith  all  the  eiFeAs  they  could  carry,  to  the  mountains, 
which  appeared  round  and  lofty,  covered  with  ver- 
dant and  {lately  trees. 

Senfible  that  he  {hould  never  be  able  to  learn  the 
nature  of  this  ifland,  if  the  inhabitants  (hould  contU 

"nue  to  avoid  him  in  this  manner,  and  fearing  \o  in- 
creaie  their  terror  by  landing  a  number  of  men,  Co- 
lumbus ordered  two  Chriftians,  attended  by  an  In-  ^ 
dian  of  St.  Salvador,  and  another  of  Cuba,  who  had 
ventmred  to  come  aboard  with  his  canoe,  to  travel 
up  into  the  country,  and  endeavour,  by  an  engaging 
behaviour,  to  remove  the  terror  of  the  people. 
}n  the  mean  time  he  direfted  the  (hip  to  be  careened : 
on  which  occafion  he  obferved  that  their  fuel  was 
Vol.  I.  G  maftick 
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maftick  wood,  of  which  there  was  great  plenty  aB 
over  the  ifland. 

By  the  5th  of  November  the  (hip  was  repaired  and 
re'ady  to  fail,  when  the  two  Spaniards  returned,  ac- 
companied by  two  Indians  of  rank,  and  informed  the 
admiral  that  they  had  travelled  twelve  leagues  into  the 
country,  where  they  found  a  town  confiding  of  fifty 
wooden  houfes  covered  with  ftraw,  made  like  thole 
in  the  other  ilbnds,  which  contained  about  one  thou- 
fand  perfons  •,  that  they  were  met  by  the  principal 
men  of  the  place,  who  led  them  by  the  arms  to  the 
town,  where  they  were  accommodated  with  afpacious 
lodging,  and  feated  upon  wooden  benches,  formed 
in  the  Ihapes  of  ftrange  animals,  with  their  tails  lifted 
tip  for  leaning  places,  and  eyes  and  ears  of  gold. 
Being  feated  on  thcfe  benches,  the  Indians  took  their 
places  round  them  on  the  floor,  and  came  one  by  one 
to  kifs  the  hands  and  feet  of  thefe  ftrangers,  whon^ 
they  fuppofcd  to  have  come  from  heaven  :  they,  at 
the  fame  time,  treated  them  with  fome  boiled  roots, 
not  unlike  chefnuts  in  tafte,  and  earneftly  intreatcd 
them  to  ftay  fome  days,  to  repofe  and  refrelh  thcm- 
fclves.  After  the  men  had  thus  fulfilled  the  rites  of 
hofpitality,  they  retired  and  made  room  for  the 
women,  who,  with  the  fame  expreflions  of  venera- 
tion, killed  their  hands  and  feet,  and  entertained 
them  with  their  homely  fare.  This  favourable  re- 
ception they  owed  to  their  two  Indian  attendants, 
who  had  reprefented  the  Spaniards  as  a  humane  and 
gen*jrous  people. 

When  they  fet  out  on  their  return  for  the  fhip,  a 
great  number  of  people  propofed  to  accompany 
them  •,  but  they  refufed  this  courteous  offer,  and 
would  accept  of  none  but  the  king  and  his  fon, 
whom  the  admiral  treated  with  great  civility  and  rc- 
fpeft  Under  the  protection  of  this  efcortc,  the 
two  Spaniards  were  kindly  entertained  at  feveral 
petty  towns,  and  met  v/ith  a  great  number  of  the 
inbahhants^   who  always  carried  lighted  brands  to 

kindle 
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Idndie  their  fires^  With  which  they  roafttd  fehofe  toots 
which  *conftituted  their  chief  food,  and  to  perfume 
themlclvcs  with  certain  herbs  thejr  gathered  for  that 
purpofe.  They  likewife  faW  a  VarieCf  Hf  birds  and 
nrnf  among  which  were  partridges  and  nigllllngales^ 
but  no  quadrupeds^  except  thofe  filentdc^  we  have 
abeady  mentioned  :  great  part  of  the^  land  was  cuK 
tivated,  and  bore^  befidei  the  bread*rqot;  Md  A  ibrc 
of  beans,  a  kind  of  grain  called  mai2$-^f  which 
was  made  a  very  well  rafted  fioun  Their  principal 
flUaBofii&ure  was  cotton,  gathered  frdm  trc9B  grow- 
hm  j^xMitaneoudy,  without  the  leaft  care  dr  cultwe. 
^Tat  Indians  afterwards  'carried  great  quantities  <^ 
tfis  cotton  on  board  the  (hips,  where  they  ex« 
dttged  a  baflcet  full  for  a  thong  of  leather  y  in^ 
'^''tt  could  be.of  no  great  value  to  themifelvesi  aa 
g6  naked,  arid  make  nothing  df  it  but  ham- 
.  iv  «id  fhort  aprons  for  the  women. 
^  V  Tlhcjr  had  neither  gold,  pearls  nor  {pices,  but 
{Knnted' towards  the  ead,  to  a  country  called  Bohio, 
where  all  thefe  particulars  abounded. 

In  confcqucnce  of  this  informationj  the  admiral 
idblved  to  fail  thither;  but  before  he  departed  from 
Csba^  he  took  twelve  Indians,  men,  women,  and 
ddldren,  whom  he  intended  to  carry  into  Spain  ; 
iiid  this  feizure  was  made  with  fo  little  diilur- 
Itattoe,  that  a  man  who  was  a  hufband  to  one  of 
Ae  females,  came  aboard  in  his  canoe,  and  begged 
Ife  might  accompany  his  wife  and  children  :  the  ad- 
ninil,  being  very  well  pleafed  with  this  inftance  of 
iMnral  aflfedion,  granted  his  requeft,  and  treated 
Auu  with  great  tendernefs  and  refpeft. 

On  the   13th  of  November,  he  returned  to  the 
dllward  in  fearch  of  the  iQand  of  Bohio ;  but  the 
|liBd  iblowing  hard  at  north,  he  was  obliged  to  coitie 
anchor  again,  among  fome  high  lands  near  a 
«e  harbour,  which   he  called  del   Principe ;  the 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  port,   being  co- 
al with  iflands  that  lay  fo  clofe  together,  that  the 
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greateft  diftafice  between  any  two  of  them  did  not 
exceed  a  quarter  of  a  league :  they  produced  a 
number  of  green  trees,  among  others  the  maftic, 
aloes,  and  palm. 

Columbus,  on  the  19th  of  November,  puttofea, 
from  Princci*s  Port,  fteered  eaftward  for  the  ifland 
of  Bohio  or  Hifpaniola  \  but  the  wind  being  con- 
trary, he  was  forced  to  ply  two  or  three  days  be- 
tween the  iflands  of  Cuba  and  Ifabella.  During 
this  interval,  he  was  deferred  by  Martin  Alonzo 
Pinzon,  who  having  been  informed  by  fome  Indians 
whom  he  had  concealed  in  his  caraval,  that  Bohio 
abounded  with  gold,  made  ufe  of  the  advantage  he 
derived  from  his  veflel,  which  was  a  prime  failer, 
and  left  Columbus  in  the  night,  with  a  view  to  an- 
ticipate his  fuccefs,  and  engrofs  the  treafure  of  that 
wealthy  country. — Thus  abandoned  by  one  of  his 
conforts,  and  the  weather  growing  too  rough  to 
keep  the  fea,  Columbus  returned  to  another  har- 
bour in  Cuba,  which  he  named  St.  Catherine's. 
Here  while  the  crews  were  employed  in  taking  in 
wood  and  water,  he  by  accident  perceived  figns  of 
gold  on  fome  (tones  in  the  river,  and,  farther  up  the 
country,  faw  mountains  covered  with  fuch  tall  pines 
as  would  f urnifli  mafts  for  the  largeft  fhips ;  toge- 
ther with  plenty  of  excellent  oak  for  planks.  In 
his  run  along  the  coaft,  for  ten  or  twelve  leagues  to 
the  fouth-eaft,  he  difcovered  many  large  rivers  and 
excellent  harbours,  and  was  raviihed  at  the  beau- 
ty of  the  country.  He  called  the  place  Puerto 
Santo,  and  faid  that  on  entering  the  river,  he 
found  from  five  to  eight  fathoms  of  water  j  and 
proceeding  a  confiderable  way  farther  up  in  his 
boat,  he  was  delighted  with  the  tranfparency 
of  the  water,  through  which  he  could  plainly 
lee  the  fandy  bottom ;  and  with  the  abundance  and 
variety  of  verdant  plains  and  lofty  trees,  inhabited  by 
birds  of  different  notes  and  plumage.  He  added,  that 
Jjc  was  even  tempted  in  this  deiicious  fpot  to  fix  his 
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OF  COLUMBUS.  85- 

habitation  for  life.  In  this  progrefs  he  faw  a  canoe 
drawn  upon  land,  as  large  as  a  twelve  oar  barge,  and 
afterward  faw  another  canoe,  formed  out  of  the 
trunk  of  a  fingle  tree  feventy  feet  in  length,  capable 
of  containing  fifty  men. 

,  After  failing  106  leagues  along  the  Ihore,  the  ad- 
miral arrived  at  the  caft  end  of  Cuba,  which  he 
called  Alpha  -,  and  on  the  5th  of  December  failed 
again  for  Bohio,  which,  though  only  fixteen  leagues 
diftanr,  he  was  prevented  by  the  currents  till  the 
next  day,  when  he  anchored  in  a  port  which  he 
called  St.  Nicholas,  in  honour  of  that  faint,  whofe 
feftival  it  happened  to  be.  This  harbour  is  large, 
deep,  fafe,  and  encompaflcd  with  many  tall  trees  ; 
though  the  country  is  rocky,  and  the  trees  in  gene- 
ral not  fo  large  as  thofe  of  Cuba.  He  could  not 
however  eftablilh  an  intcrcourfe  with  the  inhabitants, 
who  fled  at  his  approach,  fo  that  he  ran  along  the 
coaft  to  the  northward,  until  he  arrived  at  a  port 
which  he  called  the  Conception  •,  and  obfcrving  that 
the  country  was  very  extcnfive,  and  refcmbkd  the 
coaft  of  Spain  not  only  in  tlie  trees  and  plants,  but 
alfo  in  the  fiflies,  the  admiral  beftowed   upon  it  the 

appellation  of  Efpannola. Here  he  faw  numbers 

of  the  natives,  who  fled  from  his  men  with  great 
precipitation  -,  but  having  at  length  caught  a  young 
woman,  who  had  a  plate  of  gold  hanging  at  her 
nofe,  fhe  was  carried  to  the  fliips,  and  prefented 
with  feveral  baubles,  fuch  as  bells  and  glafs  beads, 
then,  without  having  received  the  leaft  infult,  dil- 
xnifled  to  the  town  where  fhc  dwelt,  attended  by 
three  Spaniards  and  as  many  Indians. 

The  next  day,  eleven  men  going  on  (hore  well 
armed,  travelled  four  leagues  up  the  country  to  a 
large  village  confilling  of  a  thoufand  houfcs,  and 
though  the  inhabitants  tied  as  ufual  at  their  approach, 
rhcy  foon  returned,  at  the  perfuafion  of  a  St.  Sal- 
vador Indian,  who  went  after  them,  and  reprefented 
•xc  Chriftians  in  a  favourable   light.      They    now 
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gazed  upon  them  with  equal  aftoniOiment  and  awe, 
as  a  people  come  from  heaven,  prefcnted  them  with 
viftuals,  and  prefTed  them  to  (lay  all  night  in  their 
village.  The  Spaniards  declined  accepting  this  invi« 
tation,  and  returning  to  the  fhips,  reported  that  ch^ 
country  was  pleafant  and  fertile,  and  the  people 
whiter  and  handlomer  than  thofe  whom  they  had  hi- 
therto  ken  ^  that  they  were  tradable  and  courteous, 
and  gave  them  to  underftand  that  the  go}d  was  found 
in  a  country  farther  to  the  caftward. 

This  account  induced  Columbus  to  fet  fail  immer 
diatcly  J  and  on  the  15th  day  of  December,  while  be 
plied  between  Hifpaniola  and  Tortuga,  in  a  very 
rough  fea,  he  took  up  an  Indian  from  a  little  canoe, 
whom  he  was  furprized  to  fee  live  in  fuch  tempeHqous 
weather,  and  fet  him  fafe  afhore,  with  fomc  prefcnt 
of  linall  value.  This  man  having  fignified  to  his 
countrymen  how  kindly  he  had  been  treated,  they 
ventured  to  come  aboard,  but  brought  nothing  of 
confequence,  except  fome  fniall  grains  of  gold  hang* 
ing  to  their  cars  and  noftrils,  of  which,  as  they  cx- 
prefled  by  figns,  there  was  a  great  quantity  higher 
up  in  the  country. 

The  next  day,  while  the  Spaniards  were  on  ihore, 
bartering  with  the  cacique  or  lord  of  that  diftridb  for 
a  plate  of  gold,  a  canoe  with  forty  men  approached 
from  tiie  ifland  of  Tortuga,  and  the  cacique  no  fooner 
perceived  them,  than  he  and  his  people  fat  down  on 
the  ftrand,  in  fignal  that  they  Ihould  not  commit 
hoililitid^  but  notwithitanding  this  token  of  peace, 
tJjtry  jftndoji ;  upon  which  he  rofe,  and  commanded 
tliem  ltcrn(l|?:^to  re-embark  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  prc- 
fented  a  tton^  to  one  of  theSpanilh  officers,  defiring 
him  to  throw  if: .at  the  Tortugans,  as  a  proof  that  he 
would  efpoufe  th«[  caufe  of  the  ftrangers  againft  the 
Indians  of  the  came.  I'his  fpiritcd  condudl  had  the 
defired  effedl,  afw  the  Tortugans  immediately  re- 
turned to  their  owli  ifland,  without  committing  the 
Jcjft  infulp. 

The 
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The  fame  cacique,  on  the  1 8  th  of  December,  came 
down  in  (lace,  being  carried  on  a  palankine,  and  at- 
*  tended  by  two  hundred  men  as  naked  as  himfelf. 
He  now  made  no  difnculty  of  going  on  board  the 
admiral,  who  was  at  dinner,  and  entered  the  cabbin 
without  ceremony,  accompanied  by  two  ancient  men, 
who  feemed  to  be  his  chief  counfeUors,  and  fat  down 
at  his  feet.  Columbus  received  the  Indian  chief  with 
great  civility  and  refped,  and  treated  him  mih  vic- 
Cuals  and  wine,  which  having  taftcd,  he  fent  to  his  peo- 
ple who  remained  on  the  deck.  After  dinner,  during 
which  he  and  his  minifters  fpoke  very  little,  and  that 

-  with  great  gravity  and  deliberation,  he  prelented  the 
admiral  with  a  wrought  girdle  and  two  thin  pieces 
of  gold  5  in  return  for  which  be  received  a  counter- 
pane, a  (tring  of  fine  amber  beads  from  the  admiral's 
own  neck,  a  pair  of  red  fhoes,  and  a  bottle  of  orange- 
flower  water,  which  were  fo  agreeable  to  the  prince, 
that  he  and  his  comifellors  told  Columbus  the  whole 
iQand  was  at  his  difpofal.  Then  the  admiral  fur- 
prized  him  with  the  fight  of  a  gold  medal  damped 
with  the  effigies  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  which  he 
confidered  with  admiration,  and  indeed  cxprefled  iigns 
of  aftonifliment  at  every  thing  he  faw.  In  the  even- 
ing he  was,  at  his  own  defire,  fent  afhore  in  the  Ihip's 
boat,  and  faluted  with  the  difcharge  of  feveral  guns,. 

•  the  noife  of  which  filled  him  with  terror  and  amaze- 
ment: he  was  however  fo  pleafed  with  his  reception, 
that  he  ordered  his  people  to  entertain  the  Spaniards 
who  conducted  him  to  land;  and  returned  to  the 
place  of  his  refidence,  the  admiral's  prefents  being 
carried  before  him  with  great  oftentation,  by  his  at- 
tendants. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  the  admiral  weighed 
and  failed  to  a  head-land  fince  called  Punta  San£la, 
where  he  anchored  about  a  league  from  fliore,  and 
the  weather  being  quite  calm,  he  retired  to  reft, 
which  he  had  not  enjoyed  for  two  days  :  the  crew  fol- 
lowed his  example,  and,  contrary  to  the  orders  he 

G  4  Vwi. 
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had  always  given,  left  only  a  boy  at  the  helm.  This 
neglcft  proved  fatal  to  the  veffel,  which  about  mid- 
night Was  carried  by  the  current  upon  a  ridge  of  rocks, 
bcfofe  any  one  on  board  was  aware  of  the  danger. 
The  admiral  himfelf  was  the  firft,  who  being  waked 
by  the  cries  of  the  boy  at  the  helm,  ran  upon  deck, 
where  perceiving  their  fituation,  he  ordered  the  mafter 
and  three  failors  to  take  the  boat  and  carry  out  an 
anchor  aftef n  \  but  they,  inftead  of  obeying  his  di- 
reftions,  towed  to  the  other  caraval,  to  preferve  their 
own  lives,  without  (hewing  the  lead:  concern  for  the 
fafety  of  their  companions.  Columbus,  feeing  him- 
felf deferted  by  his  own  people,  ordered  the  mails  to 
be  cut  away,  and  the  Vcflel  to  be  lightened  as  much 
aspoffible;  but  all  his  efforts  Were  inefFeclual,  and 
the  v/ater  ebbing  away,  her  feams  opened,  and  all 
below  deck  was  full  of  water.  The  boat  now  re- 
turned from  the  other  caraval,  which  would  not  re- 
ceive the  men  who  had  fo  balely  deferted  their  com- 
mander; and  the  admiral  feeing  no  hopes  of  faving 
liis  own  ftiip,  carried  his  men  on  board  of  the  other^ 
with  which  he  lay  to  till  morning.  He  then  ap- 
proached the  land  witiiin  the  flioal,  after  having  dif- 
patched  mcflcngcrs  to  inform  the  Indian  chief  of  his 
misfortune,  and  to  folicit  the  affiftancc  of  the  natives 
in  unloading  the  vcflcl.  The  cacique  condoled  their 
misfortune  with  tears,  and  ordered  his  people  to  re- 
pair in  rheir  canoes  to  tne  wreck,  and  obey  the  ad- 
miral's direftions :  and  by  the  aflTiftance  of  thefe  ho- 
ned and  friendly  favages,  every  thing  of  value  was 
carried  afliore,  depofited  in  lioufes  appointed  on 
purpofe,  and  guaraed  with  the  utmoft  vigilance  and 
fidelity. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  this  hofpitable  prince, 
whofc  name  was  Guacanagari,  paid  another  vifit  to 
the  admiral,  whom  he  confoled  for  his  lofs  with  many 
demonftrations  of  forrow  and  fympathy,  told  him  he 
might  command  his  whole  fortune,  prefented  him 
Mi^jth  foint  vizor  malks,  the  eyes,  nofe,  and  cars,  of 

which 
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y^hkh  were  made  of  gold,  and  perceiving  how  fond 
the  Spaniards  were  oF  that  metal,  promifed  to  fend 
for  a  great  quantity  from  a  place  called  Cebao.  In 
the  mean  time  a  canoe  arrived  from  a  diftant  ifland 
with  Indians,  who  brought  plates  of  gold  to  exchange 
for  bells,  which  they  valued  above  every  other  com- 
modity ;  while  the  feamen  alhore  carried  on  a  trade 
with  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola,  who  came  from  the 
inland  part  of  the  country,  and  bartered  gold  for 
points  and  orher  trifles. 

The  nature  and  produftions  of  this  ifland,  together 
with  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  fo  highly  pleafed 
the  admiral,  that  he  refolved  to  fettle  a  colony  of 
Spaniards,  who,  by  maintaining  a  friendly  intercourfe 
with  the  natives,  might  learn  their  language  and 
cuftoms,  and  acquire  fuch  information  of  the  wealth 
and  fituation  of  the  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  as 
could  not  fail  of  being  very  advantageous  to  Spain. 
He  was  alfo  encouraged  to  purfue  this  refolution,  by 
the  behaviour  of  feveral  of  his  men,  who  voluntarily 
offered  to  (lay  ;  and  the  cacique  was  fo  far  from  taking 
umbrage  at  their  neinjhbourhood,  that  he  confidered 
them  as  valuable  allies,  who  would  proteft  his  people 
from  the  invafions  of  the  Carribee  Indians,  a  lavage 
race  of  canibals,  by  whom  they  were  frequently 
killed  and  devoured.  In  order  to  infinuate  the  im- 
portance of  hh  fricndfliip,  in  prefence  of  this  prince, 
he  ordered  a  great  gun  to  be  fired  againft  the  fide  of 
the  wreck,  through  which  the  bullet  penetrated,  and 
fell  into  the  water  on  the  other  fide,  to  the  amaze- 
ment of  the  Indians,  who  believing  that  their  guefts 
were  in  poflellion  of  the  thunder  of  heaven,  implored 
their  proteftion  in  the  moft  earneft  manner. 

The  admiral  therefore,  feemingly  in  compliance 
with  the  cacique's  requeft,  ordered  a  tower  to  be  built 
of  the  timber  of  the  wreck,  and  being  furniftied  with 
provifion,  ammunition,  arms,  and  cannon,  he  left  a 
garrifon  of  fix  and  thirty  men,  under  the  joint  com- 
mand of  James  d'Arana,  Peter  Gatierres,  and  Ro- 
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derick  d'Efkovedo,  whom  he  warmly  recommended 
to  the  favour  and  good  offices  of  the  king  and  his 
people.  Having  provided  the  fort  with  all  ncceffaries, 
hi-  refolved  to  return  direftly  to  Caftile,  left  fomc 
c;hcr  n:^.ia*ortune  happenmg  to  the  only  (hip  that  now 
leiriaincd,  irwghe  for  ever  difable  him  from  giving 
their  •."iL.c:\oiic  majeiUcs  iuformation  of  the  important 
C:-\  c  venes.  he  had  already  made,  and  the  countries  he 
hu'  unnc'AtfJi  to  their  dominions.  Accordingly  lie  fet 
iaii  irom  the  port  of  Nativity,  where  he  had  fettled 
this  firft  Chriltian  colony,  on  Friday  the  4th  day  of 
January  at  fun-rifing ;  and  ftanding  to  the  north; weft, 
to  get  clear  of  the  flioal  water,  took  fuch  marks  of 
the  land  as  would  enable  him  to  know  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour  in  any  future  expedition.  The  wind 
being  contrary,  he  made  but  little  v/ay  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  when  on  Sunday  morning  he  fell  in  with  the 
caraval  Pinta,  commanded  by  Martin  Alonzo  Pih- 
zon  ;  who  going  on  board,  endeavoured  to  cxcufe  his 
defertion,  by  faying  he  had  loft  fight  of  the  admiral 
in  the  night,  and  alleging  other  frivolous  reafons, 
the  fallacy  of  which  though  Columbus  plainly  faw, 
he  dif^uifed  his  fentiments,  rather  than  run  any  rifle 
of  prejudicing  the  common  caufe,  by  giving  rife  to  a 
dangerous  diftention. 

Pinzon  had,  it  feems,  failed  to  a  river  fifteen 
leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Nativity,  where  he 
ipent  fifteen  days  in  bartering  with  the  natives  for 
gold,  of  which  he  had  obtained  a  large  quantity,  and 
diftributed  one. half  among  the  crew,  in  order  at  once 
to  acquire  popularity,  and  kept  what  remained  for 
his  own  ufe»  He  therefore  carefully  concealed  his 
fuccefs  from  the  knowledge  of  the  admiral.  He  next 
anchored  at  Monte  Chrifto«  a  round  hill  like  a  pavi- 
lion, about  eighteen  leagues  eaft  of  Cape  Santo ;  but, 
the  weather  not  permitting  him  to  proceed,  he  went 
in. his  boat  up  a  river  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the  mount, 
and  difcovering  fome  figns  of  gold-duft  in  the  fand, 

he 
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he  called  it  the  river  of  Gold  :    this  place  is  (cventcen 
leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Nativity. 

On  the  13  th  of  Janusiry,  being  near  C^pe  Enamo- 
rado,  the  admiral  fent  his  boat  afliore,   where  there 
ftood  fome  Indians  with  fierce  countenances,  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows,    makipg  a.  fliew^f  oppofitioa» 
though  they   feemed  p^^be  in  great  confternation. 
They  were  however,  by  the  mediation  of  the  Salvador 
linguift,  brought  to  a  kind  of  conference,  and  one  of 
them  venturing  to  go  on  board  the  admiral,  appeared 
fo  ferocious,  both  in  his   fpeech  and  aipcdt,    which 
was  fmutted  with  charcoal,  that  the  Spaniards  con- 
cluded he  was  one  of  the  Carribbee  Canibals,  and  that 
the  bay  parted  this  place  from  Hifpaniola.     But  when 
the  admiral  inquired  about  the  country  of  the  Carib- 
bees,  he  pointed  with  his  finger  to  an  idand  farther 
call,  and  gave  him  to  underftand  that  there  was  an- 
other near  it,  wholly  inhabited  by  women,  with  whonfi 
the  Caribbees  converfcd  at  a  certain  feafon  of  the  year, 
and  carried  off  all  the  male  children  that  fprung  from 
their  embraces.     Having  anfwered  all  thefe  interroga- 
tions, partly  by  figns  and  partly  by  means  of  the  In- 
dian interpreter,  he  was  entertained  with  victuals,  and 
fet  afhore,  with  prcrents  of  glafs  beads,  and   bits  of 
red  and  green  cloth,  that  he  might  perfuade  his  coun- 
trymen to  bring  down  gold  to  barter. 

At  the  place  where  lie  was  landed,  fifty  men  with 
Jong  hair,  adorned  with  plumes  of  parrot  feathers,  had 
formed  a  fort  of  anibufcade,  and  being  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows,  reiufed  to  carry  on  any  trade  with 
the  Spaniards,  notwichftanding  the  exhortations  of 
their  countryman,  but,  on  the  contrary,  treated  them 
with  {'corn,  and  even  began  to  commit  hoftilities.  The 
Chriilians,  though  only  leven  in  number,  feeing  them 
advance  with  fury  in  their  looks,  met  them  half  way, 
and  charging  them  with  great  intrepidity,  cut  one 
with  a  iword  on  the  buttock,  and  fliot  another  with 
an  arrow  in  t!ie  breall,  to  the  terror  of  the  whole 
party,  who  tied  wiLnthe  utnioft  precipitation,  leaving 
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their  bows  and  arrows  on  the  fpot.  The  admiral  wai 
not  difpleafed  at  this  (kirmifh,  which  he  imagined 
would  infpire  the  Indians  with  fuch  high  notions  of 
the  valour  of  the  Spaniards,  as  would  hinder  them 
from  making  any  attempts  to'  the  prejudice  of  the 
iettlement  at  the  Nativity. 

On  the  1 6th  of  January  the  admiral,  though  both 
caravals  were  in  a  leaky  condition,  (et  fail  for  Spain 
from  thegulph  of  Samana^  and  continuing  his  courfe 
with  a  fair  wind,  made  fo  much  way,  that  on  the  9th 
day  of  February  they  were,  according  to  the  reckon- 
ing of  the  pilots,  fouth  of  the  iilands  Azores ;  but  by 
the  admiral's  account,  which  proved  to  be  right,  they 
v/ere  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  weftward  of  thefc 
iflands. 

They  had  hitherto  enjoyed  a  favourable  gale,  but 
-the  wind  now  began  to  rife,  and  the  fea  to  run  moun^ 
tains  high.  This  continued  till  the  14th  of  February, 
when  they  were  overtaken  by  fuch  a  tempeft,  that 
they  could  not  work  their  veflels,  which  were  tofled 
about  at  the  mercy  of  the  ftorm.  The  car  aval  Pinta 
being  incapable  of  failing  upon  a  wind,  ran  away  due 
north  before  it,  and  in  the  night  loft  fight  of  the  ad- 
miral, who  fteered  north-eaft,  in  order  to  fetch  the 
coaft  of  Spain.  In  confcquence  of  this  feparation, 
the  company  of  each  caraval  concluded  that  the  other 
had  periftied,  and  betaking  themfelves  to  afts  of  de- 
votion, it  tell  to  the  admiral's  lot  to  go  a  pilgrimage 
for  the  whole  crew  to  our  lady  of  Guadaloupe  ;  one  of 
the Teamen  was  deftined  to  go  to  Loretto,  and  another 
to  watch  a  whole  night  at  St.  Olaveof  Moguer  •,  but  the 
fury  of  the  wind  and  the  fea  ftill  increafing,  the  whole 
company  joined  in  a  vow  to  walk  barefoot  and  in  their 
Jhirts  to  feme  church  dedicated  to  the  Blefled  Virgin. 
Their  fituation  was  rendered  ftill  more  deplorable  by 
the  fcarcity  of  provilion,  and  the  want  of  ballaft,  by 
which  the  ftiip  was  in  danger  of  being  overfet.  To 
remedy  this  inconvenience,  the  admiral  ordered  his 
calks  to  be  filled  with  fea  water  %  and  that  his  dif- 

covery 
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covery  might  have  fome  chance  of  being  known, 
whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  him  and  his  people,  he 
wrote  a  brief  account  of  it  upon  two  fldns  of  parch- 
ment,  which  he  wrapped  in  oil  cloths,  covered  with 
wax,  and  put  into  feparate  caiks,  whole  bungs  being 
well  fecured  were  thrown  into  the  fea. 

The  ftorm  continued  till  the  15th  of  February, 
when  one  of  the  failors  from  the  round-top  difcovered 
land  to  the  eaft-north-eaft,  which  the  pilot  judged  to 
be  the  rock  of  Liibon,  though  the  admiral  fuppofcd 
it  to  be  one  of  the  Azores.  Soon  after  they  faw  an- 
other point  of  land,  which  proved  to  be  St.  Mary, 
where  after  four  days  fpent  in  inceflant  labour,  they 
came  to  an  anchor.  The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland 
came  on  board  with  frefh  provifions,  and  many  com- 
pliments from  the  governor,  exprcffing  their  altonilh- 
ment  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition,  and  feemed  to 
rejoice  at  the  difcovery  of  Columbus,  They  were 
liicewife  furprifed  to  fee  he  had  outlived  the  ftorm, 
which,  according  to  their  account,  had  lafted  fifteen 
days  without  intermifllon,  adding,  that  there  was  in 
the  neighbourhood  an  hermitage  dedicated  to  the 
BleiTed  Virgin.  The  admiral  and  crew,  on  receiving 
this  information,  refolved  to  perform  their  vow,  by 
walking  thither  barefoot. 

Accordingly  he  fent  the  caraval's  boat  afhore,  with 
one  half  of  the  company,  to  .fulfil  this  penance,  and 
return  immediately,  that  the  reft  might  fuccecd  them 
in  the  fame  fort  of  devotion  :  but  they  had  no  fooner 
undJ-efTed  themfclves,  and  begun  their  proceflion, 
than  they  were  attacked  and  made  prilbners  by  the 
governor,  and  a  number  of  people  planted  in  ambufti 
for  that  purpofe.  Columbus  having  waited  in  vain, 
from  day-break  till  noon,  for  the  return  of  the  boat, 
began  to  fufped  fome  treachery ;  and  as  he  could 
not,  where  he  lay,  difcover  the  hermitage,  he  failed 
round  a  point  from  whence  he  could  fee  it,  and  per- 
ceived a  good  many  Portuguefe  on  horfcback  alight 
and  enter  the    boat,   with  intent,  as  he  fuppofed. 
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to  attack  the  caraval.  He  therefore  ordered  his  meri 
to  be  upon  theif  guard,  and  hoped  the  commander 
himfelf  would  come  on  board,  in  which  cafe  he  would 
have  detained  him  as  an  hoftage  :  but  the  Pbrtuguefe 
not  advancing  beyond  a  certaih  diftance,  the  admiral 
demanded  their  reafon  for  committing  fuch  an  out- 
rage upon  his  men,  who  had  gone  afhore  upon  the 
faith  of  a  fafe  conduft,  and  gave  them  to  underftand 
that  the  king  of  Portugal  would  certainly  be  offended 
at  fuch  behaviour  to  the  fubjedb  of  their  catholic  ma- 
jefties,  wiih  whom  he  was  in  alliance.  To  this  rc- 
monftrance,  the  Portuguefe  captain  anfwered,  that 
what  they  had  done  was  by  the  exprefs  order  of  the 
king  -,  fo  that  Columbus  imagining  there  was  a  breach 
between  the  two  crowns,  called  all  his  people  to  bear 
witnefs  to  what  they  had  heard,  and  direfting  his 
difcourfc  to  the  Portuguefe,  fwore  he  would  never 
quit  the  caraval,  until  he  fhould  have  taken  a  hun- 
dred Portuguefe,  and  deftroyed  the  whole  ifland.. 
He  now  returned  to  the  port  he  had  left ;  but  the 
wind  increafing,  and  his  riding  being  unfafe,  he  was 
obliged  to  (land  out  to  fea,  though  he  had  only  three 
able  feamen  left,  the  reft  being  boys,  Indians,  and 
landmen,  who  underftood  nothing  of  fea- affairs. 

Next  day,  the  weather  being  mild,  he  endeavoured 
to  recover  the  ifland  of  St.  Mary,  which  he  reached 
on  the  2 1  ft,  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  foon  after  his  ar- 
rival, the  boat  came  off  with  five  men  and  a  notary, 
who  upon  proper  fccurity  went  on  board,  and  de- 
fired  to  know,  in  the  governor's  name,  whence  the 
Ihip  came,  and  whether  or  not  the  admiral  had  the 
king  of  Spain's  commiffion.  Being  fatisfied  in  thcfc 
particulars,  they  went  afhore,  and  releafed  tlw  Spa- 
niards, who  had  been  informed,  that  the  king  of 
Portugal  had  fent  orders  to  all  his  governors,  to  fe- 
cure,  ifpoffiblc,  the  perfon  of  the  admiral -,  but  this 
Ichcme  mifcarrying,  they  thought  proper  to  difmifs 
their  prifoners. 

Having 
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Having  recovered  his  men,  Columbus  departed 
from  the  ifland  of  St.  Mary,  on  the  24th  of  Febru- 
ary, with  a  very  favourable  wind.  On  the  3d  of 
March,  they  were  expofed  to  another  temped,  at- 
tended with  lightning  and  thunder,  during  which 
their  fails  were  fplit ;  and  they  vowed  another  pilgri- 
mage to  our  lady  de  Cinta  at  Gueh^a :  they  now  ran 
under  their  bare  poles  through  a  terrible  fea,  and 
were  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  loft  on  the  rock 
of  Lifbon,  which  they  accidentally  difcovered  at  mid- 
night. They,  however,  weathered  it  with  great  diffi- 
culty ;  and  next  day  being  obliged  to  come  to  an 
anchor  in  the  river  Tagus,  the  admiral  fent  an  exprefs 
to  their  catholic  majefties  with  the  news  of  his  ar- 
rival ;  and  another  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  alking 
leave  to  anchor  before  the  city^  as  his  prefent  Itation 
was  far  from  being  fafe. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  the  matter  of  a  great  guard- 
ftip,  with  a  boat  full  of  armed  men,  cam?  along-Iide 
of  the  admiral,  whom  he  required  to  go  a'c!  eive  an 
account  of  himfelf  to  the  kino;*s  officers,  accoraiiirr  to 
the  praftice  of  all  Ihips  that  entered  chat  river.  Co- 
lumbus replied,  that  as  the  king  of  Spain's  admiral, 
he  would  not  degrade  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  comply  with 
any  fuch  cuftom,  nor  would  he  fend  the  molt  incon- 
fiderabiC  perfon  belonging  to  his  (hip  upon  an  errand 
of  that  nature.  The  Portuguefe  finding  him  reiblute, 
defired  he  would  fhew  him  the  king  of  Spain';,  letter, 
that  he  might  fo  far  fatisfy  his  captain  -,  and  this  re- 
queft  being  complied  with,  he  returned  to  his  iliip, 
and  made  a  fj Stable  report  to  his  commander  Alvaro 
de  Acunha,  who  forthwith  came  on" board  the  caraval, 
attended  with  fifes,  drums,  and  trumpets,  and  wel- 
comed the  admiral  with  many  expreflions  of  fricnd- 
fhip.  The  nature  of  the  voyage  was  no  fooner  known 
at  Lilbon,  than  fuch  multitudes  of  people  came  to  fee 
the  Indians,  and  learn  the  particulars  of  this  amazing 
difcovery,  that  the  whole  river  was  covered  with  boats. 

The 
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The  king  having  received  the  admtrars  Jetter,  or- 
dered his  ofEcers  to  prefent  him  with  all  forts  of  re- 
frefhment  and  necefiaries5  gratis ;  at  the  fame  time, 
he  wrote  to  Columbus,  congratulating  him  upon  his 
happy  return,  and  defiring  to  fee  him  before  he  left' 
his  dominions.  Columbus  at  firft  fcriipled  to  accept 
of  this  invitation  -,  but,  confidering  that  the  king  of 
Portugal  was  at  peace  with  his  fovereign,  and  had 
treated  him  with  uncommon  hofpitality  and  regard, 
he  rcfolved  to  wait  upon  his  Portuguefe  majefty,  who 
then  relided  about  nine  leagues  from  Lifbon,  at  a. 
place  called  Valparaifo;  where  the  admiral  arrived  on 
Saturday  the  oth  of  March.  The  king  ordered  all 
the  nobility  of  the  court  to  go  out  and  meet  him  : 
and  when  the  admiral  was  conduced  to  the  prefence, 
he  infifted  upon  his  putting  on  his  cap  and  fitting 
down ;  and  having  with  feeming  pleafure  heard  the 
particulars  of  the  voyage,  offered  to  fupply  hini  with 
every  thing  he  wanted,  though  he  could  not  help  ol>- 
ferving,  that  the  conqueft  of  right  belonged  to  him> 
as  Columbus  had  been  once  in  the  fervice  of  Portu- 
gal. The  admiral  modeftly  gave  his  reafons  for  being 
of  a  contrary  opinion  •,  to  which  the  king  replied^ 
*'  It  was  very  well ;  jullice  will  doubtlefs  be  done." 
This  converfation  being  ended,  he  ordered  the  prior 
of  Crato  to  entertain  Columbus,  who  having  ftaid  all 
Sunday,  and  part  of  Monday,  took  his  leave,  after 
having  been  treated  by  his  majefty  with  great  honor, 
and  tempted,  by  very  confiderable  offers,  to  reingag^ 
in  his  fervice.  In  his  return,  he  was  attended  by  Don 
Martin  de  Noronha,  and  many  other  perfons  of  rank ; 
and  as  he  paflTed  by  a  monaftery  where  the  queen 
was,  file  dcfired  to  fee  him,  and  received  his  vifit 
with  great  refpcft.  That  fame  night,  a  gentleman 
came  from  the  king,  to  tell  him,  that  if  he  was  in- 
clined to  go  to  Caftile  by  land,  he  would  accompany 
and  provide  him  with  accommodations  on  the  road, 
as  far  as  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  He  declined  this 
offer  with  fuirable  acknowledgements,  and  letting  fail 
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irom  the  river  of  Lilbon  on  the  13  th  of  March,  ar- 
rived on  the  15th  at  Saltes,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in 
the  port  of  Palos,  from  whence  he  had  departed  oa 
the  3d  day  of  Auguft  in  the  preceding  year. 

On  his  landing,  the  admiral  was  received  by  all  the 
people  in  proceffion,  giving  thanks  to  God  for  his 
profperous  fuccefs,  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  re- 
dound fo  much  to  the  advantage  of  Chriftianity,  and 
the  grandeur  of  their  catholic  majefties.  By  thi3  time 
Pinzon  had  arrived  in  Galicia,  and  defigned  to  tarry- 
in  perfon  the  news  of  the  difcovery  to  court,  wheft 
he  received  orders,  forbidding  him  to'  come  without 
the  admiral,  under  whofe  command  he  had  been  fent 
on  the  expedition.  This  mortifying  repulfe  made 
fuch  an  impreffion  upon  him,  that  he  fell  fick ;  and 
returning  to  his  native  place,  in  a  few  days  died  of 
grief  and  vexation. 

Mean  while  Columbus  fet  out  for  Sevil,  in  his  way 
to  Barcelona,  where  their  majefties  at  that  time  rc- 
fided  ;  and  the  roads  were  crowded  by  all  forts  of  peo- 
ple, who  flocked  together  to  fee  him  and  the  Indians 
in  his  train.  About  the  middle  of  April  he  arrived 
at  Barcelona,  where  he  was  received  in  the  moft  fo- 
Icmn  manner,  by  the  whole  court  and  city  :  their  ca* 
tholic  majefties,  who  fat  in  public  upon  their  chairs, 
under  a  canopy  of  cloth  of  gold,  ftood  up  when  he 
approached  to  kifs  their  hands,  caufed  him  to  be 
feated  in  their  prefcnce,  and  treated  him  as  a  gran- 
dee of  the  firft  order,  who  had  done  the  moft  impor- 
tant fervice  to  his  country.  Nay,  fo  highly  favoured 
was  he  for  his  merit  and  fuccefs,  that  when  the  king 
rode  about  Barcelona,  Columbus  was  always  at  his 
fide,  an  honour  which  had  never  been  conferred  be- 
fore upon  any  but  the  princes  of  the  blood. 

Nor  was  their  regard  confined  to  unfubftantial 
forms-,  he  was  gratified  with  new  patents,  enlarging, 
explaining,  and  confinrincr  the  privileges  which  he 
had  before  obtained  ;  and  cxtcndinn;  his  vicerovaltv 
and  admirallliip  over  all   the  rouniiks   he  had  dil- 
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covered,  as  well  as  thofe  he  (hould  difcover :  fl 
was  refolved,  that  he  (hould  return  to  the  Weft 
dies  with  a  powerful  armament,  to  fupport  the 
lony  he  had  fettled,  and  proceed  with  other  difo 
ries.  In  the  mean  time  they  folicited  and  proci 
from  pope  Alexander  VI.  an  exclufivc  title  tc 
the  lands  they  (hould  find  and  fubdue  in  that  di 
tion,  as  far  as  the  Eaft  Indies. 


■*■ 


The  Second  Voyage  of  COLUMBUS 

AS  foon  as  all  the  necelTary  meafures  were  ta 
at  court,  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  fecond  cz 
dition,  admiral  Columbus  departed  for  Sevil,  wi 
he  exerted  himfclf  with  fuch  diligence,  that  ; 
little  time  feventeen  veffels  of  different  (:zes  ^ 
ready  to  fail,  well  ftored  with  provifions 
other  nece(raries,  for  the  itpprovement  of  the 
dian  colonics.  Many  handicraftfmen  and  labou 
were  engaged  for  this  fervice,  while  the  thirf 
gold  and  the  fuccefs  of  the  firft  adventurers,  d 
together  fuch  a  fwarm  of  voluntiers,  that  he  fo 
it  abfolutely  necefliary  to  rejeft  a  great  number, 
til  another  opportunity  (hould  offer,  and  for 
prcfent  reftrid:  himfelf  to  fifteen  hundred  per 
of  all  forts,  who  adually  embarked  on  this  un< 
taking. 

Having  taken  aboard  fomc  horfes,  a(les,  and  01 
animals,  which  multiplied,  and  were  afterward: 
great  ufe  in  the  plantations,  and  being  well  fum 
ed  with  all  forts  of  utenfils  and  commodities 
trade;  the  admiral  failed  from  the  road  ofCa 
where  the  fleet  was  equipped,  on  the  25th  of  J 
tember  1493,  an  hour  before  fun-rifing,  and  ft 
fouth-weft  for  the  Canary  iflands,  w^here  he  inten 
to  take  in  fome  refrefliment.  On  the  28th,  be 
100  leagues  from  Spain^    they  (aw    abundance 
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land-fowl,  fuch  as  turtle  doves  and  other  fmall  birds^ 
palling  from  the  Azores  to  winter  in  Africa.  On 
the  2d  of  Oftober,  he  anchored  at  Gran  Canaria, 
and  at  midnight  failed  again  for  Gomara,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  4th,  and  gave  orders  for  fupplying 
the  ihips  with  all  pofllble  difpatch  with  wood,  water 
and  cattle  \  particularly  with  eight  fows ;  from 
which  were  produced  all  the  fwine  now  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  They  were  called  Weft  Indies  from  Colum- 
bus failing  to  them  weftward ;  in  hopes,  as  was 
mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  his  firft  voyage,  of 
arriving  that  way  to  the  Ball  Indies. 

His  diredions  being  followed,  he,  on  the  7th  of 
O&ober,  took  his  departure  for  the  Indies,  after 
having  delivered  fealed  orders  to  every  Ihip,  not 
to  be  opened  unlefs  they  fhould  be  feparated  from 
him  by  ftrefs  of  weather.  They  run  400  leagues 
weft  of  Gomara  with  a  profperous  gale,  and  were 
furprifed  that  they  did  not  meet  with  any  of  thofe 
weeds  which  they  had  feen  in  their  firft  voyage  be- 
fore they  had  made  much  more  than  half  way.  On 
the  26th  at  night,  the  fcamen  perceived  upon  the 
round-top,  thole  lights  which  they  call  the  body  of 
St.  Elmo,  to  whom  they  fing  litanies  and  prayers,  ia 
full  confidence  that  no  danger  would  enlue,  let  the 
ftorm  be  never  fo  violent. 

On  the  2d  of  November  in  the  evening,  the  ad- 
miral perceiving  a  great  alteration  in  the  v/inds 
and  (ky,  that  poured  down  a  deluge  of  rain,  con- 
cluded he  was  near  fome  land  ;  and  almoft  all  the 
fails  being  taken  in,  ordered  the  crew  to  keep  a 
(harp  look-out.  This  was  far  from  being  a  ground- 
Icfe  precaution  •,  for  as  (bon  as  day  began  to  break, 
they  defcried,  about  fcvcn  leagues  to  the  weftward, 
a  high  mountainous  ifland,  which  the  admiral  nam- 
ed Dominica,  becaufe  it  was  difcovered  on  Sunday 
morning.  Much  about  the  fame  time,  they  fpied 
three  other  iflands  •,  and  the  people  aiiembling  on 
the  poop,  fung  ihc  fahe  ^'igwa^  and  returned  thanks 
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to  God  for  their  wonderful  fuccefs  in  having  failed 
near  800  leagues  in  the  fpace  of  twenty  days.  There 
being  no  convenient  place  for  anchoring  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  Dominica,  they  flood  over  to  another,  which 
the  admiral  called  Marigalante,  after  his  own  (hip  i 
and  there  landing,  he,  with  the  ufual  folemnity,  con- 
firmed, the  pofleffion  he  had  formerly  taken  of  all  the 
iflands  and  continent  of  the  Weil-Indies  for  the  king 
and  queen  of  Spain. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  he  failed  from  hence 
to  another  great  ifland,  which  he  denominated  St; 
Mary  of  Guadaloupe,  in  confequence  of  a  promife 
he  had  made  to  the  friars  belonging  to  a  convent  of 
that  name  :  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues  from  this 
fhore,  they  perceived  a  very  high  rock,  ending  in 
a  point,  from  whence  gufhed  a  large  dream  of  wa- 
ter, which  fell  with  a  prodigious  noife.  Some  men 
being  fent  afhore  in  the  boat,  went  up  to  a  fort  of 
town,  which  was  abandoned  by  all  the  inhabitants, 
except  fome  children,  to  whofe  arms  the  Spaniards 
tied  a  few  bawblcs,  in  token  of  friendfliip.  They 
faw  geefe  like  thofe  of  Europe,  abundance  of  very 
large  parrots,  pompions,  and  pine  apples  growing 
wild,  of  exquifite  tafte  and  flavour.  They  likewile 
faw  different  kinds  of  (Irange  fruits,  cotton,  ham* 
mocks,  bows  and  arrows,  and  other  things,  which 
they  left  untouched,  that  the  owners  might  have  the 
better  opinion  of  their  morals.  Next  day  the  ad- 
miral fent  two  boats  afhore,  with  orders  to  take,  if 
pofllble,  fome  of  the  natives,  from  whom  they 
might  obtain  fome  important  information  ;  and  they 
returned  with  two  young  men,  who  faid  they  were 
of  another  ifland,  and  taken  prifoners  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Guadaloupe.  The  boats  going  afliore 
again  for  fome  of  the  people  whom  they  had  left, 
found  fix  women  who  had  fled  to  them,  and  deflred 
to  be  carried  on  board ;  thefe  the  admiral  prefented 
with  beads  and  bells,  and  difmiflfed,  much  againft 
their  inclinations ;  and  they  were  no  fooner  landed, 
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than  the  Caribbees  robbed  them  of  their  ornaments, 
in  fight  of  the  Spaniards.     The  next  time  the  boat's 
crew  landed,    thefe  poor  creatures  leaped  into  the 
boat,  imploring  protedtion  from  the  cruelty  of  the 
iflanders,  who,  they  fignified,   had  eaten  their  huf- 
bands,  and  kept  them  in  flavery.     They  were  there- 
fore brought  aboard  the  admiral,  whom  they  gave 
to  underftand,  tha:    there  were  towards  the  Ibuth 
many  iHands,  and  a  large  continent,    from  which, 
in  former  times,  canoes  had  come  to  barter  -,  and 
they  pointed  out  the  fituation  of  Hifpaniola  -,  whi- 
ther he  would   have  fteered  without   delay,  had  he 
not  been  informed,  that  one  Mark,  a  captain,  had, 
without  his  leave,  gone  afhore  before  day,  with  eight 
men,  and  was  not  yet  returned;    fo  that  he  was 
obliged  to  ftay  and  fend  people  in  quell  of  him, 
with  trumpets    and    muikets,    the  noife    of  which 
might  be  heard  through  the  woods,  that  were  al- 
moft  impaflable.      However,    this   fearch   proving 
firuitlefs,  he  fent  another  detachment  of  forty  men, 
under  captain  Hoidea,  with  orders  to  range  through 
the  country,  and  make  obfervations  on  its  produc- 
tions.    They  found  maftic,  aloes,  fanders,  ginger, 
frankincenfe,  fome   trees   that  refembled  cinnamon 
in  tafte  and  fmell,  and  abundance  of  cotton  :  they 
faw  faulcons,    kites,    herons,    daws,    turtles,    par- 
tridges, geefe  and  nightingales ;  and  affirmed,  that 
in  travelling  fix  leagues,  they  crofled  fix  and  twenty 
rivers,  feveral  of  which  were  very  deep  :  this,  how- 
ever, muft  have  been  a  miftake,  into  which,   in  all 
probability,  they  were  led  by  the  ruggednefs  of  the 
country,  that  compelled  them  to  crofs  the  fame  river 
a  great  many  different  times. 

While  they  were  employed  in  this  excurfion,  the 
ftragglers  returned  to  their  (hip  of  their  own  accord, 
and  faid  they  had  been  bewildered  in  the  woods  ; 
but  the  admiral  punifhed  their  prefumption,  by  or- 
dering the  captain  to  be  put  in  irons,  and  the  reft 
to  be  curtailed  in  their  allowance  of  provifion.     7  his 
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example  being  made,  he  himfelf  landed,  and  cnf* 
tered  fbme  of  the  Indian  houfcs,  where  he  found  a 
great  deal  of  cotton,  fpun  and  unfpun,  together 
with  abundance  of  human  fkuUs  and  bones  hung 
up  in  baflcets  :  and  he  obferved  that  the  natives  here 
were  better  accommodated  with  lodging,  necefla- 
ries,  and  proviiion,  than  thofe  of  the  iflands  which 
he  had  vifited  in  his  firft  voyage. 

On  the  loth  of  November,  he  weighed  anchor, 
and  failed  with  the  whole  fleet  toward  the  northweft 
in  quell  of  Hifpaniola,  pafling  an  ifland  he  called 
Monffratte,  on  account  of  its  height ;  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which,  as  he  learned  from  the  Indians,  had 
been  totally  devoured  by  the  Caribbces.     He  coaft- 
cd  along  St.  Mary  Redonda,  fo   named   from  its 
round  figure ;  failed  by  Sta.  Maria  la  Antigua,  ex* 
tending  to  about  twenty  eight  leagues  }  and  holding 
on  his  courfe,  faw,  to  the  north-weft  and  fouth-eafc, 
feveral  other  high  and  woody  iflands,  near  one  of 
which,   intitled  St.  Martin,  he  came  to  an  anchor, 
and  when  they  weighed,  pieces  of  coral  were  found 
flicking  on  the  flukes.     On  the  1 3th  of  Novembcft 
he  anchored  again  on  account  of  bad  weather,  at 
another  ifland,  where  he  ordered  fome  Indians  to  be 
taken,  that  they  might  inform  him  of  his  true  fltuation. 
Accordingly  four  women  and  three  children  being 
kidnapped  by  the  boat's  crew,    they  put  oflf  from 
Ihorc,  and  in  their  way  to  the  fliip  met  with  a  canoe, 
in  which  were  four  men  and  one  woman,  who  per- 
ceiving that  they  could  not  make  their  efcape^  put 
themfelvcs  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  and  the  femak 
fliot  an  arrow  with  fuch  force  and  dexterity,  that  it 
aftiially  went  through  aftrong.  target.     But  the  Spa- 
niards endeavouring  to  board  them,  overfet  the  ca- 
noe, fo  that  they  betook  themfclves  to  fwimming, 
and  one  of  them  nfed  his  bow  in  the  water  as  dex- 
tcroufly  as  if  he  had  been  on  dry  land  :  all  the  males 
were  eunuchs,  who  had  been  caflratcd  by  the  Carib- 
bces* 
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bees,  as  the  capons  are  macje  in  Europe,  with  a  view 
to  their  improvement  infatnefs. 

The  admiral  departing  hence,  continued  his  courfe 
weft-north-weft,  leaving  to  the  northward  Sfty 
iflands,  the  largeft  of  which  he  called  St.  Urfula, 
and  on  the  reft  he  beftowed  the  appellation  of  the 
Eleven  Thoufand  Virgins.  Then  he  anchored  in  a 
bay,  on  the  weft  fide  of  what  he  termed  St.  John 
Baptift,  where  the  men  caught  Ikate,  olaves,  pil- 
chards, and  (had ;  and  faw  faulcons,  and  (hrubs  like 
wild  vines.  To  the  weftward  of  the  bay  they  vifit- 
cd  fome  well-built  houfes,  with  a  fquare  in  their 
front,  from  which  was  a  fpacious  road  down  to  the 
fea,  flanked  on  both  fides  with  cane  towers,  the  tops 
of  which  were  curioufly  interwoven  with  greens  -, 
and  at  the  end  of  it,  next  the  fea,  ftood  a  lofty 
gallery  or  balcony,  large  enough  to  hold  ten  or 
twelve  perfons. 

On  the  14th  he  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Samana, 
on  the  north  fide  of  Hifpaniola,  where  he  fent  on 
Ihore  one  of  his  Indians,  who  was  a  native  of  that 
parr,  and  being  now  converted  to  the  Chriftian  faith, 
undertook  for  the  fubmiffion  of  all  his  countrymen. 
From  thence,  continuing  his  courfe  for  the  town  of 
the  Nativity,  he  was  at  Cape  Angel  vifited  by  fome 
Indians,  who  came  aboard  to  barter ;  and  coming 
to  an  anchor  in  the  port  of  Monte  Chrifto,  fome  of 
his  men  difcovered,  near  a  river,  two  bodies  of 
men  with  a  rope  made  of  a  kind  of  broom  about  their 
necks,  and  their  arms  extended  upon  a  piece  of 
wood  in  form  of  a  crofs  ;  this  circumftance  was 
looked  upon  as  a  bad  omen,  though  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  difcover  whether  they  were  Chriftians  or  na- 
tives of  t\^c  country. 

Next  day,  being  the  26th,  a  number  of  Indians 
came  aboard,  with  great  confidence  and  appearance 
of  friendfliip,  and  pronounced  feveral  Spanifli  words 
they  had  learned  from  the  fettlers,  fo  that  the  admi- 
ral was  cafed  of  the  apprehenfions  he  had  begun  to 
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conceive ;  as  he  could  not  imagine  they  would  have 
behaved  with  fuch  freedom  and  unconcern,  had  they 
been  confcious  to  thenifclves  of  having  injured  the 
Chriltians.    Next  day,  however,  put  an  end  to  his- 
doubts ;  for,   when  he  anchored  near  the  town  of 
the  Nativity,  fome  Indians  came  along  fide  in  a  ca- 
noe, and  enquired  for  him  by  name ;  and  being  fa- 
tisfied  that  he  was  there,  went  on  board  with  two 
xnaflcs,  and  a  compliment  from  the  cacique  Guaca-^ 
nagari.     From  thefe  people  he  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  learn,  that  the  greater  part  of  his  fettlers 
were  dead,  and  the  reft  gone  to  other  countries: 
and  though  he  fufpefted  foul  play,  he  concealed  his 
fufpicions  for  the  prefent,  and  that  fame  night  dif- 
milTed  the  melTcngers  with  fome  utenfils  of  fattin 
and  other  bawbles  for  their  prince. 

When  he  entered  the  port  of  the  Nativity,   he 
faw  nothing  but  ruin  and  defolation  ;  the  town  was 
burnt  to  the  ground,  and  not  a  foul  appeared  upon 
the  beach  ;  and  when  he  fent  fome  of  his  people  on 
Ihore  to  gather  tidings,  they  found  the  bodies  of 
,  eleven  Spaniards,  who  fcemed  to  have  been  a  month 
dead.     While  he  ruminated  with  forrow  and  refent- 
ment  on  this  unfortunate  event,  he  was  vifited  by 
Guacanagari's   brother,    who   came   down  attended 
by  fome  Indians,  and  told  him,   that  he  fcarce  fct 
fail,  en  his  return  to  Spain,  when  thofc  he  had  left 
behind,  began  to  quarrel  among  themfelves,  every 
man  endeavouring  to    amafs  as  much  gold  as  he 
could  find,  and   taking  as  many  wives  from  among 
the  natives,  as  his  appetite,  or  rather  his  extrava- 
gance, fecmed  to  require  ;  that  Peter  Gutierres  and 
Efcovedo  having   killed   one  lago,  had,   with  nine 
others,  retired  into  the  dominions  of  a  cacique  cal- 
led Caunabo,  lord  of  the  mines,  who  put  them  all 
to  death,  and  afterwards   came  down  with  a  great 
number  of  men  to  deftroy  the  town.     At  that  time, 
James  de  Arana  with  ten   men  were  left  to  guard 
the  fort,  the  reft  having  difperfcd  themfelves  about 

the 
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the  ifland ;  and  Caunabo,  who  dole  upon  them  by 
night,  fctting  fire  to  their  houfes,  they  fled  into 
the  fea,  where  eight  of  them  perilhed,  and  the 
other  three  were  flain  on  (bore,  while  Guacanagaii 
himfelf,  who  had  joined  the  Spaniards,  was  obliged 
to  fly,  after  having  received  a  dangerous  wound, 
by  which  he  was  then  confined  to  his  houfe,  fo  that 
he- could  not  ^^ait  upon  the  admiral  according  to  his 
inclination.  This  ftory  cxadly  agreeing  with  the  , 
intelligence  he  received  from  Ibme  Spaniards,  who 
had  been  fent  up  the  country  to  reconnoitre,  and 
had  actually  ilen  Guaccnacrari  at  his  own  hcufe,  the 
admiral  yi:\'l  him  a  vilit  next  day,  and  was  received 
with  all  \hc  appcr.rar.cc  cf  cordiniity  and  concern: 
the  caciaiic  r:-vj:iro.l  tli-j  incL-ncholv  tale  vsrith  n}arks 
of  unfcianvvi  ibr::.\v,  irv:v,'c(l  his  own  wound,  and 
thofe  of  hU  j'p.tii,  vvhich  had  been  received  in  de- 
fence of  the  Chriilians,  and  appeared  to  have  been 
made  by  Tiidian  weapons.  Ti.e  compliments  of  con- 
dolancc  b  ''  ..  /•,  he  prefented  him  with  eight 
firings  t'i  ;::.a!l  beads,  compofed  of  white,  green, 
and  red  Itones,  a  firing  of  gold  beads,  a  regal  crown 
of  the  fame  metal,  and  three  fmall  calabaflies,  full 
of  gold  dufl,  weighing  about  two  pounds.  In  re- 
turn for  thefe  valuable  prefcnts,  the  admiral  gave 
him  toys  to  the  amount  of  three  reials,  or  eighteen 
pence,  which  he  prized  at  a  very  high  rate.  Though 
he  was  extremely  ill,  he  infifled  on  accompanying 
his  guefl  to  the  fleet,  where  he  was  courteoufly  en- 
tertained, and  very  much  furprifed  at  the  fight  of 
fome  horfes.  He  was  afterv/ard  inflrufted  in  the 
myfleries  of  the  Chriflian  religion,  which  he  at  firft 
had  made  fome  fcruple  to  embrace.  The  admiral 
being  difgufted  at  this  place,  which  had  been  the 
fcene  of  fo  many  difafters  to  him  and  his  people, 
and  knowing  that  in  the  neighbourhood  there  were 
more  commodious  places  for  a  fettlement,  failed  to 
the  eaflward  with  the  whole  fleet,  on  Saturday  De- 
cember 7th,  and  next  day  came  to  an  anchor  among 
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tht  fr.ail  ■..'iAr.f.\  of  Monce  Chnfto,  i 
«1e:>i:ut«  of  ircr-,,  arc  n-rverrhelcfi  pics 
fh.ar  *,r.:^r  ifitJi'-.n  rhey  abounded  wiiii 
fi.ii  ot  yoijn^  bir'i:,  ir«i  evsrv  other 
f.,r,-.r(..tr.  V.c;:;!'.;r.g;,  hiv-evcr,  be  Uil< 
sfr'l  ar.'J-.'/rtft  i-rforc  an  Indian  town, 
f,:7:'fi  ro  pur.t  a  colony. 

\V.-;i  riiii  view,  ail  the  men  dcCgi 
tf,:'r!\.-T  wirh    proviann  and  proper 
liri-lcd  in  '1  plain,  where  he  buiU  a 
lirli  I,  in  lioiiOMr  nf  the  queen.     Tl 
vr;y  cinvcr.irnt  fpor,  becaufc  it  was 
wiitt  li  n  i'*rl   nii<;!it  be  erectc-d  :    th' 
vciy  l.irf^c,  jind  at  the  dillancc  o:  3 
river  ol  dclitatu  water,  from  which  ■ 
ilr,iwn   thri)ii;',h    the  middle   of  the 
jorid  )i  l.iy  ;iii  txitnfive open   plain, 
Inilj.iii'.  I.111I,  the  mines  of  Ccboa  v. 
I.iiit.     I'VoEij  ilic  iitli  diiyofDcTcn 
w.is  r.M'.fily  employed   in   regulntin:^ 
whit  I1  lii:iiii;  tuti'ral^ly  well  adjuiUJ, 
(li-    lliiii'd.i,  with  fifteen  men,  in  q 
■iii.)t  %  -,  and  on  thi:  .'d  day  of  Febii 
IttvUv  (bins  >.l'  his  r.cet  toCaUilc, 
iiiiml  of  cn'iitin  Antonio  do  Ioitl 
U'liniird,  and  {:,avc  the  following  a 
I'cditiiMi. 

till  du"  Uvimil  day  he  lay  at  the 
iii.inVliUiK-iiunint.iiii ;  at  thediJ'ti; 
ho  ti'iii'.d  .1  i\K'ii;uf,  by  whom  he 
ttivfd  ;  and  oouiniiing  his  jourr. 
livih  \i.iv  ai  t.'\-  r.v.nos  ot  CcbcJ. 
I.>w  t'-o  I;uv.;-.s  take  up  foKi 
i'v\  .ru.w.  v!  v'id  fro.T  niar.y  oti 
J'■.'^;!.v^  i"!:-'i  : 'Orr'a:;.':!  was 
.('.'U-  I.'  (■"■.•  .;.;.;■.■  i'.  w>o  was  jol 
!■:  .-;   '.'  -^  X.  ^\\\:-i '::f^''    i'v   fdngti 
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foot  and  horfeback,  except  a  ftrong  guard  which  he 
left  in  the  two  (hips,  and  three  caravals,  that  re« 
mained  under  the  command  of  his  brother  Diego 
Columbus.  This  precaution  he  took  in  confequence 
of  a  confpiracy  he  had  deteftcd  on  board,  headed  by 
one  Bernardc  de  Pifa,  who  had  embarked  from 
Spain  in  quality  of  comptroller  to  their  catholic  ma* 
jefties  :  but  the  combination  being  difcovered,  Co- 
lumbus fecured  the  ringleader,  until  he  (hould  have 
an  opportunity  of  fending  him  home  to  undergo  his 
trial.  Having  thus  prevented  the  fatal  confequences 
of  a  mutiny,  he  departed  for  Ceboa,  with  neceflaries 
to  build  a  fort  in  that  province,  for  the  fccurity  of 
thofe  who  ihould  be  left  to  gather  gold  among  the 
Indians;  and  that  he  might  the  more  intimidate  and 
awe  thefe  favages,  he  made  a  parade  of  all  his  peo- 
ple, whom  he  ordered  to  march  through  their  vil- 
lages in  rank  and  Ble,  with  their  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments, trumpets  founding,  and  colours  flying.^  In 
his  niarch  he  pafTed  by  many  Indian  towns,  com- 
pofed  of  round  thatched  houfes,  the  doors  of  which 
were  fo  fmall,  that  no  perfon  could  enter  without 
Hooping  very  low.  The  inhabitants  feemed  to  have 
no  notion  of  private  property,  for  they  attempted  to 
take  from  the  Spaniards  any  thing  they  (!hanced  to 
like,  and  were  furprifed  at  meeting  with  a  repulfe. 
The  whole  way  was  diverfified  with  pleafant  moun- 
tains covered  with  wild  vines,  aloes,  cafTia,  and  val 
rious  (brts  of  trees. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  the  admiral  fet  forward 
for  the  river  of  Canes ;  and  having  proceeded  a 
league  and  a  half,  arrived  at  the  banks  of  another, 
.which  he  named  the  Golden  river,  bccaufe  here  they 
gathered  fome  dull  and  a  few  grains  of  that  metal. 
Having  with  fome  difficulty  paifed  this  large  body 
of  wateK  he  found  a  conQderabie  town,  and  all  the 
^houfes  ihut  againft  him  by  the  inhabitants,  who  had 
barred  the  doors  with  canes,  which  they  looked  upon 
ms  an  impregnable  defence.  On  the  i6th  of  MarCh, 
he  entered  the  province  of  Ceboa,  v<K\c\\,  \>^o\3i^ 
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rough  and  ftony,  yields  plenty  of  grafs,  and  is  .wa-^ 
tered  by  feveral  rivers  abounding  with  gold,  wafhed 
down  from  the  mountains ;  but  has  few  trees,  ex- 
cept fome  pines  and  palms  on  the  banks  of  the 
rivers. 

His  firft  care  was  to  crcft  a  fort  in  a  very  ftrong, 
though  pleafant  fituation,  to  command  the  country 
about  the  mines,  and  proteft  the  Chriftian  adven- 
turers. This  fortification,  which  he  called  the  caf- 
tie  of  St.  Thomas,  was  fufficient  to  render  all  the 
attempts  of  the  Indians  abortive.  It  was  garrifoned 
by  fifty-fix  men,  under  the  command  of  Peter  Mar- 
*  garite,  and  among  thefe  were  workmen  of  all  forts, 
to  finifh  and  repair  the  fort. 

The  admiral,  after  giving  proper  direftions  to 
the  garrifon,  fet  out  on  his  return  for  Ifabella,  and 
arrived  there  on  the  29th  of  March,  where  he  found 
melons  already  fit  to  eat,  though  the  feed  had  not 
been  above  two  months  in  the  ground.  Cucumbers 
came  to  perfection  in  twenty  days  ;  and  a  wild  vine 
in  the  country,  being  pruned,  produced  large  and 
excellent  grapes.  The  next  day  a  pcafant  gathered 
cars  of  wheat,  which  he  had  fown  in  the  latter  end 
of  January :  vetches  improved  in  the  foil,  and  pro- 
duced a  ripe  crop  in  twenty  five  days  after  they  were 
fown.  The  ftoncs  of  fruit  fprouted  out  in  feven 
days ;  the  vine  branches  put  forth  in  the  fame  time, 
yielding  green  grapes  in  five  and  twenty  days,  and 
fugar  canes  budded  in  the  fame  fpace }  fb  that  the 
admiral  was  perfeftly  well  plcafed  with  the  climate, 
the  foil,  and  the  water,  which  was  extremely  pure, 
cool,  wholefome  and  palatable. 

On  the  I  ft  of  April,  a  meflenger  arrived  from  St. 
Thomas,  with  intelligence,  that  the  cacique  Cau- 
nabo  was  employed  in  making  preparations  for  at- 
tacking the  fort :  and  though  Columbus  paid  no  re- 
gard to  this  report,  knowing  how  little  the  natives 
were  to  be  feared,  efpecially  as  they  were  fo  much 
terrified  by  the  horfcs,  yet  intending  to  put  to  fea 

with 
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¥dth  his  three  caravals^  in  order  to  difcover  the  coa- 
tiaent,  he  refolved  to  leave  every  thing  quiet  bie- 
hind  him  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  fent  a  reinforcement 
of  fevcnty  men  to  the  fort,  the  greateft  part  of 
whom  had  orders  to  make  the  roads  more  paifable^ 
and  find  out  the  fords  of  the  rivers.  In  the  mean 
time  he  compleated  his  town,  which  was  laid  out  ia 
regular  (Ireecs,  with  a  convenient  market  place,  and 
fupplied  it  with  the  river  water,  conveyed  through 
an  artificial  canal.  He  likewife  ereded  a  water-mill 
to  grind  wheat ;  but  as  his  people '  were  not  as  yec 
accuftomed  to  the  food  of  the  natives,  and  provi- 
(Ions  beginning  to  fail,  he  determined  to  fend  all 
the  fuperfluous  mouths  to  Spain.  This  ftep  he  was 
rather  induced  to  take,  becaufe  the  climate  difagreed 
with  many,  who  were  in  a  fick  and  languifhing 
condition :  as  for  thofe  who  enjoyed  health,  and  were 
not  abfolutely  necefTary  in  the  town,  he  fent  them 
out  to  traverfe  the  ifland,  that  they  might  recon- 
noitre the  ground,  accuftom  themfelves  to  the  In- 
dian diet,  and  ftrike  a  terror  into  the  inhabitants : 
they  were  commanded  by  Hoieda,  who  had  orders 
to  march  into  Ceboa,  and  deliver  them  to  Peter 
Margarite,  who  received  directions  to  lead  them 
round  the  iHand,  while  Hoicda  commanded  the  fort 
of  St.  Thomas. 

Accordingly  four  hundred  of  the  Spaniards  de- 
parted on  the  29th  of  April  from  Ifabella;  and, 
having  crcfTed  the  river  del  Oro,  apprehended  a  ca- 
cique, whom,  together  with  his  brother,  they  fent 
in  irons  to  the  admiral.  This  punifliment  was  in- 
flidted  on  the  cacique  for  breach  of  truft.  He  had 
accommodated  three  Spaniards  in  their  way  from  St. 
Thomas  to  Ifabella  with  five  Indians  to  carry  their 
cloaths  over  a  jiver ;  but  the  Spaniards  were  no 
fooner  in  the  middle  of  the  ftream,  than  the  favages 
ran  away  with  the  baggage,  and  the  cacique,  inflead 
of  punifhing  them  for  the  theft,  rcfufed  to  reftorc 
the  booty. 

Another 
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Another  cacique  who  dwelt  beyond  the  river,  re- 
lying upon  the  fervice  he  had  done  the  Spaniards, 
accompanied  the  prifoners  to  liabella,  in  order  to 
intercede  in  their  behalf  with  the  admiral,  who  en* 
tertained  him  courteoufly ;  but  in  order  to  inhance 
the  value  of  the  favour  he  intended  to  grant,  com-* 
znanded  the  delinquents  to  be  brought  out  to  execu- 
tion. The  mediator  feeing  them  m  this  dangerous 
fituation,  Ihed  a  flood  of  tears,  and  begged  their 
lives  might  be  fpared,  with  the  moft  earneft  entrea- 
ties ;  in  confequence  of  which  they  were  pardoned 
and'difmifled.  Immediately  after  their  releafe,  a 
man  on  horfeback,  juft  arrived  from  St.  Thomas's, 
told  the  admiral,  that  in  his  way  through  the  town 
belonging  to  the  cacique  who  had  been  prifoner,  he 
had  fingly  rcfcued  four  Spaniards,  whom  the  In- 
dians had  taken  by  way  of  reprifals,  and  chafed 
about  four  hundred  people,  who  fled  at  the- very 
fight  of  his  horfe. 

Columbus  having  now  fitted  out  his  fleet  for  a 
new  expedition,  appointed  a  council  to  govern  the 
ifland  in  his  abfence,  confiding  of  his  brother  Diego 
as  prefidcnt,  and  five  other  perfons*.  Then  he  fail- 
ed to  Cuba,  ran  along  the  fouth  fide  of  that  ifland, 

.*  It  was  during  the  time  that  Columbus  was  thus  fettling  the 
affairs  of  Hifpaniola,  that  John  Cabot,  (a  citizen  of  Venice,  who 
lived  at  Briftol)  and  his  Ton  Sebaftian,  failed  from  the  laft  men- 
tioned city  upon  diicoveries ;  faw  the  continent  of  Newfoundhnd» 
to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Prima  f'ijia,  or  Firft-feen  ;  and  on 
the  24th  of  June,  the  fame  year  1494,  went  alhore  on  an  ifland, 
which  they  called  St.  John's,  from  its  being  difcovcred  on  St.  John*t 
day.  John  Cabot,  on  his  return  to  England,  obtained  a  patent  for 
making  difcoveries ;  but  dying  foon  after,  king  Henry  VH.  grant- 
cd  a  new  patent  to  his  fon  Seballian,  who  (et  ial  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1497,  before  Columbus  began  his  third  voyase.  Sebaftian 
failed  as  high  as  67^  30'  north  latitude ;  pcoceedcd  from  thence 
into  the  latuude  of  56^,  and  from  thence  ran  down  to  38^  along 
the  coaft  of  the  continent  of  America,  which  he  exprefly  fays* 
was  afterwards  called  Florida*  where  provifions  growing  (hort, 
he  (ailed  back,  touched  at  Newfoundland,  and  returned  to  Eng- 
land. 

aod 
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and  put  into  a  large  bay,  which  he  called  Puerto 
Grande,  from  its  extent  and  depth  of  water. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  the  admiral  failed  for  Jamaica, 
where  he  was  told  there  was  great  plenty  of  gpld,  <ind 
on  the  5th,  anchored  in  thatifland,  which  he  thoughc 
the  moll  beautiful  of  any  he  had  yet  feen.  An  albo- 
niftiing  multitude  of  natives  came  on  board  in  canoes 
of  different  fizes,  to  barter  provifions,  which  they  ex- 
changed for  the  moft  inconfulcrable  toys.  The  next 
day,  he  coafted  along  the  (hore;  but  fending  cut 
his  boats  to  found  the  mouths  of  fome  harbours,  they 
were  furrounded  by  canoes  full  of  armed  men,  who 
ieemed  bent  upon  committing  adls  of  hoftility.  The 
Spaniards,  however,  being  refolved  to  enter  Puerto 
Bueno,  faluted  them  with  a  flight  of  arrows,  by  which 
fix  or  feven  were  wounded,  and  the  reft  fo  intimi- 
dated, that  they  0ed  with  precipitation.  In  this 
harbour,  the  admiral's  Ihip  was  repaired,  and  on  the 
14th,  he  ftood  over  again  to  Cuba,  with  full  refolu- 
tion  to  know  whether  it  was  an  ifland  or  a  continent. 
The  lame  day  a  very  young  Indian  of  Jamaica  coming 
on  board,  defired  to  accompany  the  admiral  to  Spain  ; 
and  though  many  of  his  kindred  and  countrymen 
came,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  earneftly  entreating 
him  to  return,  he  perfifted  in  his  refolution,  and  the 
admiral  gave  orders  he  Qiould  be  treated  with  the  ut- 
moft  hindncfs  and  civility. 

On  the  15th,  the  admiral  reached  the  point  of  Cu- 
ba, which  he  denominated  Cabo  de  Santa  Cruz  -,  and 
as  he  co-ifted  along,  v/as  overtaken  by  a  terrible  ftorm, 
attended  with  thunder  and  lightning,  t^e  more  dan- 
gerous as  he  was  entangled  among  flats  and  currents, 
which  hindered  him  from  taking  in  his  fails.  He 
found  the  whole  fea,  to  the  north  and  north-eaft,  in- 
terfperled  with  a  vail  number  of  little,  low,  fandy 
iflands,  Jbme  of  which  fcarce  appear  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  and  render  the  navigation  very 
difficult.  Indeed  the  nearer  they  failed  to  Cuba,  the 
higher  and  pleafanter  thelc  illandi  appeared  ;  and  as 
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ic  would  have  been  a  tedious  tallc  to  beftow  a  name 
upon  every  particular,  he  fliled  them  the  Queen's 
Garden.  The  next  day  they  feemed  to  multiply  oil 
all  hands,  infomuch  that  the  men  reckoned  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty,  parted  from  each  other  by  navigable 
channels,  through  fome  of  which  the  fliips  Tailed. 
On  thefe  they  faw  a  great  number  of  cranes  red  as 
fcarlet,  abundance  of  tortoifes  or  turtle,  and  their 
eggs,  and  an  infinite  number  of  little  finging  birds. 
The  very  air  was  as  fweet  as  if  it  had  been  impreg- 
nated with  the  fcent  of  rofes,  and  all  other  vegetable 
perfumes. 

In  one  of  thofe  channels  they  found  a  canoe  with 
fifhermcn,  who  feeing  the  boat  approach,  made  figns 
to  the  Spaniards  to  lay  upon  their  oars,  until  they 
had  performed  their  operation,  which  was  very  An- 
gular and  curious.  They  had  tied  a  firing  round  the 
tail  of  fome  fmall  fifhes  called  reves,  that  are  taught 
to  encounter  other  fifh,  to  which  they  cling  fo  faft,  by 
means  of  a  certain  roughncfs  and  vifcofity  in  tlieir 
Ikin,  that  the  fifliermen  draw  them  up  together :  up- 
on this  occafion  they  caught  a  tortoifc ;  and  the  revc 
was  wound  about  its  neck,  where  they  generally  faftcn 
to  fecure  themftlves  from  the  teeth  of  their  game ; 
and  in  this  manner  they  will  fometimes  attack  (harks 
of  the  largeft  fize.  The  Indians  having  drawn  their 
line  very  quietly,  went  on  board  of  the  admiral,  and 
prefented  the  fi(h  which  they  had  caught ;  for  which 
he  gratified  them  with  a  few  baubles,  and  held  on 
his  courfe :  though  he  now  began  to  be  in  want  of 
provifions,  and  his  health  was  very  much  impaired  by 
tadgue  and  want  of  reft,  which  he  would  not  venture 
to  enjoy  amidft  fuch  a  number  of  unknown  iilands, 
which  every  night  produce  a  great  fog  to  the  callward, 
accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning,  though  it 
vaniflies  as  foon  as  the  moon  is  rilcn.  During  the 
night,  the  wind  generally  blows  ofl^  (hore,  but  in  the 
day  it  is  alnioft  always  eaderly,  and  Ice.T.s  to  follow 
the  fun  in  its  diurnal  courfe. 

On 
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-  On  the  2 2d  of  May,  the  admiral  landed  on  an 
IDand  fomewhar  larger  than  the  reft,  which  he  called 
St.  Mary,  and  entered  a  town  abandoned  by  the  in- 
habitants, where  he  found  nothing  but  filh,  and  fome 
dogs  that  rekmble  maftiffs.  He  then  directed  his 
courfe  north- eaft,  where  he  was  llill  perpkxcd  and 
fatigued,  by  failing  arid  founding  among  an  aftonifli- 
ing  numiKM*  o:  flats  and  iflands;  becaufe,  in  fpite 
of  all    his  precautions   in  founding  and  keeping  a 

§oqid  look-our,  the  fliip  was  often  a-ground,  and 
lerc  was  no  poflibility  of  avoiding  this  inconve- 
nience :  this  eonfideration,  joined  to  thofe  we  have 
already  mentioned,  obliged  him  to  leiinquifh  his 
idefign  of  failing  e^ft  aboiit  until  he  {hould  return  to 
Spain. 

The  fhips  being  now  in  ivant  of  water,  Columbus 
touched  again  at  Cuba,  and  one  of  the  failors  going 
up  among  thb  trees  with  a  crofs-bow  in  fearch  of 
game,  faw  about  thirty  people  armed  with  fpears  and 
fiaves;  called  Macanas,  and  among  them  a  perfon 
tlad  in  a  white  coat  or  veil  that  reached  down  to  his 
knees,  and  carried  by  two  men  in  long  garments  of 
the  fame  ftuff,  all  three  being  as  white  as  Spaniards  : 
but  he  had  no  convcrfation  with  them  ;  becaufe,  fee- 
ing fuch  a  number,  he  called  to  his  companions,  and 
the  Indians  ran  away  without  looking  back.  Next 
day  the  admiral  fent  people  on  (hore  to  know  the 
truth  of  this  report,  but  the  woods  and  bogs  were 
fo  impaffable,  that  they  could  not  proceed  in  their 
inquiry. 

About  ten  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  this  place, 
they  faw  houfes,  from  which  the  natives  came  in  ca- 
hocs,  with  water,  and  fuch  food  as  they  cat ;  and  one 
of  them  was  detained  as  an  interpreter  by  the  ad- 
miral, who  promifed  to  dii'mifs  him  in  fafety,  as  foon 
as  he  (hould  have  given  him  proper  direftions  for  his 
voyage,  and  a  diftinft  account  of  the  country.  The 
Indian  was  fatisfied  with  his  promife,  and  gave  him 
tbunderftand  that  Cuba  was  an  ifland  j  that  the  king 
Vol.  I.  I  nr 
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or  cacique  of  the  weflern  part  never  fpokc  to  his  fub^ 
jefts,  but  made  certain  figns,  in  confequencc  of  which 
all  his  orders  were  performed ;  and  that  all  the  coaft 
was  very  low,  and  furroundcd  by  fmall  iflands.  Next 
day,  June  the  nth,  the  admiral  being  inclofed  be- 
tween two  of  thefe,  was  obliged  to  tow  the  fhipsovcra 
flat ;  and  bearing  up  clofer  to  Cuba,  they  faw  very  large 
tortoifes,  in  fuch  numbers,  that  they  aftually  covered 
the  fea.  Next  day  the  fun  was  darkened  by  a  cloud 
of  fea-crows  that  came  from  feaward,  and  lighted  up- 
on the  ifland,  where  they  likewlfe  faw  abundance  of 
pigeons  and  other  birds  -,  and  afterward,  fuch  fwarms 
of  butterflies,  that  the  day  was  obfcured  from  morn- 
ing till  night,  when  they  were  carried  away  by  a  de- 
luge of  rain. 
"  On  the  13th  of  June,  the  admiral  being  in  want  of 
wood  and  water,  anchored  in  the  ifland  of  Evange* 
lifta,  about  thirty  leagues  in  compafs*,  and  having 
provided  the  fliips  with  what  they  wanted,  direAed 
his  courfe  fouthward,  in  hopes  of  finding  another 
paflage :  but,  after  having  failed  a  few  leagues  through 
-what  feemed  to  be  a  channel,  he  faw  himfelf  embayed, 
and  was  obliged  to  return  as  he  entered.  Hence  he 
failed  on  the  25th,  towards  fome  fmall  iflands  that 
appeared  to  the  north-weft ;  not  far  from  which  the 
fea  feemed  in  diflferent  places  to  be  of  various  colours, 
owing,  in  all  probability,  to  the  fliallow  water,  and 
nature  of  the  bottom  feen  through  it.  Thence  re- 
turning to  the  coaft  of  Cuba,  he  ftood  to  the  eaftward 
with  fcant  winds,  and  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  while 
he  was  writing  his  journal,  the  fliip  ran  a-ground  fb 
faft,  that  flic  could  not  be  ^pt  off  without  great  diffi- 
culty, and  fome  damage. 

Mafs  was  performed  on  the  7th  of  July,  during 
which  they  were  vifited  by  an  old  cacique  of  thac 
province,  who  liftened  very  attentively  to  the  fervice, 
and  afterwards  fignified  his  belief  of  the  exiftence  of 
a  fupreme  Being,  who  rewards  virtue,  and  puniflics 

vice 
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fke  bat  m  future  ftate :  he  was  acquaintq^  wijih  lome 
^qi  the  <;hiei^  in  Hiipapiolat  had  been  in  Jamsuca,  aii4. 
i^  the  wtft.end  of  Cuba^  where  the  eacique  was  clad. 
ISpeapneft,  .  ,..»..  ,. 

'  On  the  4  6th  of  Jul]r«  the  admiral  put  to  lea,  though 
jreiy  jtbucb  incommoded  by  the  rains  and  winSi^ 
Irhicht  as  be  appr^ched  Cape  Cruz,  fudqenly  iik 
fRafed  tofuch  a  ftorm,  that  t{ie  Ihips  were  almpil 
Qverfet  before  the- fails  could  be  furled^  and./t&efr 
flupped  {6  much  watq*,.  that  ,the  men  were  .fcarc^ 
idue  to  keep  them  (Jcjir  by  .puiiiping, .  lo  much  wen^ 
liicy,  reduced  by,fatiguQ:4Uid  want  of  provifionsr  a 
IpanV  allowance  being  ftinted  to  a  pound  of  rottea 
biflKC,  and  half  a  pint  of.  wine  per  day,,  which  the 
Idmiral  himfelf  did  not  exceed  .  In  this  diftr^ls,  he^ 
ite  tfa^  1 8th  of  July„  reached  Qape  Cruz,,  where  he 
sfm?mrY  civilly  entertained  by  t^e  Indians,  wbo  jtup^ 
^dSod.  hid}  with  bread  called  caflkda,  made  of  ipots 
jpycd^  abundance  <^  ^,  if^nd  (lore  of  pl&ifant  fnjj^ 
Thus  refitflied,  he  ftbpd  over  to  Jamaica  on  the  22^ 
(lay  of.  July,  and  coafling  along  to  the  weftwardi 
JQund  i%  full  of  excellent  harbours,  and  abounding 
with  inhabitants  *,  he  judged  it  to  be  about  80  miles 
Id  compafs. 

The  weather  clearing  up,  he  failed  to  the  eaftward^ 
and  on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  making  the  fouth  fide  of 
.tiifpaniola,  called  the  firft  point  Cape  St.  Michael, 
.which  is  about  thirty  leagues  diitiaiit  from  the  moft 
Cifterly  part  of  Jamaica,  and  at  prefent  known  by  the 
.iMOie  of  Cape  Tiburon.  On  the  23d  he  was  vifited 
aboard  by  a  cacique,  who  called  him  by  his  name, 
:|0d  pronounced  fome  Spanish  Words ;  and  ibdut  the 
hnerendof  the  month,  he  anchored  in  an  ifland 
'JuiQwn  by  the  name  of  Alto  Velo,  after  having  loft 
'Igktof  the  other  two  fhips  that  were  under  his  com* 
ztsmdL  Here  the  men  killed  eight  feals  that  lay  aflecp 
iSlii  jthe  (Hore,  and  took  abundance  of  pigeons  and 
^iber  birds,  which,  being  unaccuftomed  to  the  cruelty 
Mtbc  human  fpecies,  ftood  ftill^  and  allowed  thenv 
1.4  Is  felvps 


ii6        THE  SECOND  VOVAGE 

fclvcs  to  be  knocked  on  the  head  with  (laves.  At 
the  end  of  fix  days,  being  joined  by  the  miffing  fliips^ 
they  flood  for  the  ifland  Beata,  at  the  diltancc  of 
twelve  leagues  from  Alto  Velo :  thence  coafting  tloag 
Hifpamola,  which  exhibited  a  delightful  profpeft  of 
a  plain^  running  up  a  mikr  from  the  fea,  fo  populouSy 
that  for  a  whole  league  it  fcenaed  to  be  one  continued 
town,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  appeared  a  lake^ 
five  leagrucs  in  lcnn;th  from  eaft  ta  weft.  Here  the 
natives  came  aboard  in  their  canoes,  and  informed  the 
admiral,  that  they  had  been  vifited  hj  fome  Spaniards 
from  Ifabella,  where  all  was  welU  He  was  very  much 
pleafed  with  this  information,  and  immediately  dif- 
patched  nine  men  acrofs  the  ifland  to  his  colony,  with 
the  news  of  his  fafe  return,  while  he  and  his  (hips  ftiU 
lailed  alonor  the  coafl  to  the  eaftward.  In  this  coutie 
he  fent  the  boats  for  water,  near  a  great  town,  from 
which  the  Indians  came  to  oppofe  their  landing,  with 
bows  and  poifonous  arrov/s,  and  produced  fome  ropes, 
with  which  they  threatened  to  bind  the  Chriftians : 
but  as  foon  as  the  boats  reached  the  fiiore,  they  Uid 
down  their  arms,  and  aflced  for  the  admiral,  to  whom 
they  made  a  tender  of  all  they  had. 

Near  this  place,  they  faw  in  the  fea  a  fi(h  as  big  as 
a  whale,  with  a  great  fiiell,  like  that  of  a  tortoile, 
upon  its  neck :  it  bore  its  head,  which  was  as  large 
as  an  hogftiead,  above  water,  had  a  very  long  tail, 
refembling  that  of  a  tunny  fi(h,  and  two  large  fins  on 
the  fides.  From  this,  and  other  concurring  figns, 
the  admiral  pro^nofticated  a  change  of  weather,  and 
fceking  fome  place  where  he  might  ride  fecure,  it  was 
his  good  fortune  to  difcover  an  ilknd  near  the  cad  pari 
of  Hifpaniola,  called  by  the  natives  Adamanai.  Be- 
tween this  and  Hifpaniola,  he  came  to  an  anchor 
clofe  under  another  fmall  ifland,  and  obfirvcd  an 
fclipfe  of  the  moon,  which  was  followed  by  a  temped 
that  laftcd  fcveral  days  -,  fo  tliat  he  was  obliged  to  lit 
in  this  fituation  till  the  20th,  not  v;irhout  great  ap» 
prehenfion  on  account  of  the  other  vefiels  which  couM 
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tiot  get  in.  However,  they  weathered  the  ftorm  and 
joioed  the  admiral,  who  failed  on  the  24th  to  the 
cafterrTiOil  point  of  Hifpaniola  •,    from   whence  he 

6 fled  over  to  a  little  ifland  which  the  Indians  called 
ona,  and  in  his  palfage  from  hence  to  St.  John  dc 
Borriguen,  he  was,  in  confequence  of  the  fatigue  he 
liad  undergon(%  feized  with  a  peftilential  and  lethar- 
gic fever,  which  deprived  him  of  his  fenfcs  and  me«- 
inury.  In  this  dilemma,  it  was  relolved  by  his  peo^ 
pie  to  defift  from  the  defign  he  had  tormed,  of  dif- 
cjvering  the  CaHbbces,  and  to  return  to  Ifabella, 
V/here  they  arrived  in  five  days ;  and  on  the  29th  of 
September,  the  admiral  recovered  the  ufe  of  his  rca- 
fon,  and  his  fever  left  him,  though  his  weaknefs  lafted 
£ve  months. 

,  On  his  arrival  at  Ifabella,  he  found  his  brother 
Bartholomew,  who,  in  returning  to  Spain  from  the 
coun  of  England,  had  been  informed  of  Chriftopher*s 
fucceis,  by  Charles  king  of  France,  who  fupplied  hinj 
with  a  hundred  crowns  for  the  expence  of  his  journey. 
Having  received  this  intelligence,  he  made  all  the 
hafte  he  could  to  overtake  the  admiral  in  Spain,  but 
before  he  arrived  in  Sevil,  his  brother  had  failed  on 
his  fecond  voyage :  however,  he  foon  followed  with 
three  (hips,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  him 
by  their  catholic  majefties.  And  now  the  admiral 
made  him  governor  of  the  Indies,  tiiough  this  title 
occafioned  fome  difpute ;  becaufe  the  king  and  queen 
alleged,  that  Chriltopher  had  no  power  to  grant  fuch 
an  office:  nevertheless  this  difference  was  compro- 
tnifed,  and  his  place  confirmed  under  the  title  of 
Adclantado,  or  lieutenant  of  the  Indies. 

Though  the  company  and  alTiltance  of  Bartholo- 
mew were  of  great  comfort  and  fcrvice  to  the  admi- 
rgil,  he  was  involved  in  infinite  trouble  and  vexation, 
bv  the  mifcondudt  of  Peter  Marcrarite,  which  had 
produced  a  revolt  among  the  Indians.  This  officer, 
inftead  of  obeying  the  orders  of  Columbus,  in  tra- 
ycrfing  and  reducing  the  ifland,  with  360  foot,  and 

I  3  «4 
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J 4  horfe,  which  were  left  under  his  command,  co-' 
camped  in  a  great  plain,  called  Vega  Real,  at  tKQ 
diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  Ifabella,  from  whence, 
he  fcnt  infolent  letters,  and  even  orders  to  the  council^ 
over  which  he  wanted  to  domineer :  but  finding  it 
imprafticable  to  fucceed  in  his  dcfign  of  ufurping 
the  fnpreme  command,  and  dreading  the  return  at 
the  admiral,  who  would  call  him  to  an  account  for 
his  behaviour,  he  embarked  in  the  firft  fliip  bound 
for  Spain,  without  having  affigned  any  reafon  for  his 
departure,  or  in  any  fliape  difpofed  or  the  nficn  who 
Were  under  his  command ;  To  that  every  pcrfon  being 
at  liberty  to  follow  his  own  inclination,  they  d\U 
^erfed  themfclves  in  the  country,  robbed  the  natives 
of  their  women  and  effedts,  and  committed  fuch  out* 
rages,  as  entirely  alienated  the  afFeftions  of  the  In; 
idians,  and  even  induced  them  to  lay  fchemes  of  re- 
venge. 

Indeed  they  might  have  eafily  (hakcn  off  the  Spa- 
Jiifh  yoke,  had  they  united  in  their  own  defence :  foft 
there  were  four  principal  kings  or  caciques,  namely, 
Caunabb)  Guacanagari,  Behechico,  and  G'uarconex, 
and  upon  eacfi  of  thefe  70  or  80  petty  lords  de- 
pended ;  not  that  thefe  vaflals  paid  tribute,  but  were 
obliged,  when  called,  to  aflTift  them  in  their  wars  and 
agriculture.  Guacanagari  continued  a  firhi  friend  to 
the  Chriftians  •,  and,  vifuing  the  admiral  at  his  rc-^ 
turn,  declared  he  had  been  in  no  fhape  aiding  or 
alTifting  to  thofe  who  had  injured  the  Spaniards  •,  out, 
on  the  contrary,  had  proteded  and  maintained  one 
hundred  of  his  people,  and  for  that  reafon  incurred 
the  difpleafure  of  the  other  kings.  Behechico  had 
killed  one  of  his  women,  and  another  had  been  taken 
away  by  Caunabo;  fo  that  he  implored  the  affillancc 
of  Columbus,  to  recover  her  who  was  alive,  and  re- 
'venc;e  the  other's  death.  The  admiral  had  fo  often 
experienced  the  humanity  and  aflcction  of  this  ca- 
cique, that  he  refolvcd  to  redrefs  his  wrongs,  efpc- 
cially  as  it  was  his  interell  to  foment  and  maintain 
*"  '*  •  diflcntion 
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<lil)ention  among  the  Indian  chidi,  who*  in  bcing- 
dfvidcd,  would  be  the  raoie  eafily  fubdned.  In  the 
hican  time,  fome  of  the  nirives  who  had  murdercd- 
his  men,  being  tpprehended,  were  paniflied  with.- 
death,  and  others  lent  to  Spain  in  four  fliips,  which 
had  come  out  in  Febniaiyt  und^  the  command  of 
Antonio  de  Torres.  .      .    > 

On  the  24th  of  March  ii1^5,Ccdumbus,  with  Giu« 
canagari,  departed  from  llabdia,  to  profccute  the  wan 
againfl  his  Indian  enemies,  who  wctcaffembkd  tothe 
number  ot  one  hundred  thoufand,  while  his  Ibrcei: 
did  not  exceed  two  hundred  ChriftUns,  with  twentyi 
horles  and  as  many  dogS. 

On  thefecond  ivf  ot  his  march,ibe^  infightof 
the  enemy,  he  di/ided  his  army  into  twomxlies,  mv- 
ing  the  comnund  of  one  half  to  his  brother  the  heu- 
tenant,  that  by  attacking  in  two  places  at  once,  thef 
might  increale  the  terror  and  cOnnilion  of  the  Indjan^- 
Ivho  «cre  fcattered  about  the  pluns.  Acoordinelya 
the  Spaniards  having  Brft  thrawn  them  into  difordcrk 
by  a  difcharge  of  their  crofs-bows  and  mulkcts,  feU 
in  among  them  with  their  horfes  and  dogs,  charging 
with  fuch  fury,  that  the  faint-hearted  multitude  were 
routed  and  fled  diffi^renE  ways,  with  great  precipita- 
Don.  Many  were  flain  in  the  purfuit,  and  a  great 
number  made  prifoners  ■,  among  whom  was  Caunabo, 
with  all  his  wives  and  children.  This  cacique  con- 
ifefled  that  he  had  killed  twenty  of  the  Chriftians,  who 
had  been  left  with  Peter  dc  Arna  at  the  Nativity* 
that  his  intention  was  to  aft  in  the  fame  manner  at  the 
town  of  Ifabella,  which  he  had  reconnoitered  under , 
cdour  of  friendOiip.  Such  a  confefTion,  together 
with  bis  being  taken  in  aflua)  rebellion,  were  matters 
of  fuch  importance,  that  the  admiral  thought  proper 
ufend  him  and  his  whole  family  into  Spain,  where 
diey  might  be  ufed  according  to  the  plcalure  of  their 
Catholic  majeflies. 

The  Indians  were  fo  much  intimidated  by  thevio. 
fory  whkh  the  Spaniards  had  obtvncd,  and  the  cap- 
• ; '  I  4  tivity 
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tivity  of  Caunabo,  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  year,  H\^ 
admiral,  without  drawing  a  fword,  reduced  the  whole 
idand  to  obedience,  and  impofed  a  quarterly  tribud; 
to  bv.'  paid  to  the  king  and  queen  of  Spain.  Thus 
every  thing  was  fettled  to  the  fatisfa£tion  of  all  par- 
ties, and  the  people  became  fo  quiet  and  pacific,  that 
a  fingle  Spaniard  could  travel  in  fafety  over  the  whol^ 
ifland,  and  be  received  every  where  with  hofpitality 
and  regard :  though  by  this  titne,  the  colony  was, 
by  the  difeafes  of  the  climate,  and  change  of  dier^ 
reduced  to  lefs  than  one  third  of  the  number  wbicE 
lirft  landed  at  Ifabella. 

During  this  interval  of  peace,  the  Spaniards  by 
converfing  with  the  natives,  becaipe  better  acquainted 
with  their  manners  and  cuftoms,  and  among  other 
things,  learned  that  the  iiland  produced  copper, 
azure,  amber,  ebony,  cedar,  frankincenfe,  a  kind 
of  bitter  cinnamon,  ginger,  long-pepper,  and  a  greac 
number  of  mulberry  trees,  which  bear  leaves  all  the 
year  for  the  fupport  of  a  filk  manufafture.  — With  re- 
gard to  religion,  the  admiral  himfelf  writes,  that  every 
}cing  or  cacique,  here,  as  well  as  in  the  other  iflands 
and  continent,  had  a  detached  houfe  fct  apart  for  the 
lodging  and  fervice  of  certain  wooden  images  called 
Cemis,  before  which  they  prayed  with  great  devotion, 
and  peculiar  rites.  Caunabo  being  queftioned  about 
a  future  (late,  faid,  that  after  death  he  fhould  go  to  a 
certain  vale,  where  he  lliould  find  his  parents  and 
prcdeceflTors,  and  eat,  and  drink,  and  enjoy  all  the 
lenfual  pleafurcs  in  the  higheft  perfcftion. 

'J'hc  ifland  of  Hifpaniola  being  how  in  a  ftate  of 
quiet  fiibmiflion,  the  colony  of  Ifabella  eftablifhed, 
and  three  forts  erefted  in  different  parts,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Spaniards,  the  admiral  relblved  to  return 
to  Callilc  to  give  an  account  of  thefe  tranfa6lions,  and 
acquit  himfelf  of- fome  flanderous  accufations,  which 
certain  envious  and  malicious  pcrfons  had  laid  agrainft 
him  and  his  brother.  He  therefore,  on  Thurfday 
joth  of  March,  1496,  went  on  board  with  two  hun- 
dred 


fired  and  twenty^ve  Spiottr^i.  «^4|iift7  iDdUttL 

embarked  in  two  caranu  qdkd  StpnC^uxiodiniMB 
and  la  ling  from  Ifab^  Ofif  ifi  chf  mgrWMj,  ^P*P» 
loply  lo  the  eaftward.  '  ^■'  :■--■  ■       ^: 

On  the  '  d,  he  wcttlimd  the  moft  eafterly  point 
of  the  ifland,  ftill  conrinmnjthc  fame  courfc,  though 
the  wind  was  in  his  teetb,'  tiJl  the  Cth  of  April,  wheii 

Boding  his  provifiansftfliigil^q--    — -■  *-' 

iwid  difcouraged,  heftoodoffi^^ 
Caribbee  lOands,  and  oil  SttUldajr  t 
at  MarigRknte.  Neu  dajr  hn  fgilril  rn  finijilplifi^ 
and  fcnt  afhore  his  btMttS*  wbi(^  bctogoppb^  Mf « 
number  of  women,  who  rulhrdoutffi  ||inxm«ul| 
bows  and  arrows  -,  the  SkMiiurds  I^gring  o^tbeir  uri^ 
ordered  two  of  their  iDdiitn  women  to  fWim  aflian 
^nd  tell  the  iOanders  dia(  they  vanted  nothing  biw 
fiovifions,  for  v/hich  they  would  giTp  them  ftTwdtlb 
confide  ration. 

When  the  female  warrion  underftood  the  demuid 
cf  the  Chriftians,  they  direftcd  them  to  the  north* 
fide,  where  they  would  be  fupplied  by  their  hu{baods: 
iccordingly  the  Ifaips  coalttng  round  the  ifland,  ft 
great  number  of  people  came  down  to  the  Ihorc,  aod 
jcc  &y  fevetal  dights  of  arrows  at  the  boats:  but 
peiceiving  the  Spaniards  rowed  towuds  the  Ihore, 
they  formed  an  ambufcade  in  the  neareft  woods,  from 
whence,  however,  they  were  driven  by  the  cannon 
of  the  fliips ;  fo  that  their  houfes  and  eifcds  being 
abanSooed,  were  pillaged  and  deftroyed  by  the  Chrif- 
dans,  who  being  acquainted  with  the  method,  went 
to  work,  .and  made  a  fufficient  quantity  of  bread  to 
fiipply  their  wants.  In  thefe  Indian  houfes,  which, 
contrary  to  the  pratftice  of  the  other  iflands,  were 
iquare,  they  found  large  parrots,  honey,  wax,  and 
iioo,  of  which  they  had  hatchets  and  looms  for  weav- 
ing their  tents  ;  and  in  one,  they  perceived  a  man's 
arm  roafting  on  a  fptt. 

While  fome  of  the  people  were  employed  in  baking 

fipead,  the  admiral  detached  forty  mea  to  obtain 

"     '  fOBW 
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fome  intelligence  of  the  country,  and  next  day  they 
returned  with  ten  women  and  thr-ee  boys,  among 
-whom  was  the  wife  of  a  ,caciqi]e,  who  had  been  taken 
by.  a  Canary  man,  remarkably  fwift  of  foot.  Not- 
iviihftanding  his  nimblenefs,  he  coixld  not  have  over- 
taken her,  had  not  ihe,  feeing  him  alone,  turned  back 
in  full  confidence  of  making  him  her  prey.  She  ac- 
cordingly feized  and  threw  him  on  the  ground,  and 
he  certainly  would  have  been  ftifled,  had  not  fome  of 
his  companions  come  to  his  aflfiftance.  Thefe  women, 
who  are  exceflfively  fat  and  thick,  fwathe  their  legs 
Tirith  a  piece  of  cotton  from  the  ancle  to  the  knee, 
and  wear  th<;ir  hair  long  and  loofe  flowing  upon  their 
flioulders,  but  no  other  part  of  their  bodies  is  covered. 
The  captive  lady  faid  the  ifland  ivas  inhabited  by 
women  only,  and  that  among  thofe  who  endeavoured 
to  oppofe  the  landing,  there  were  but  four  men,  who 
chanced  to  be  there  by  accident ;  for,  at  certain  times 
of  the  year,  they  come  from  other  iflands,  to  pro- 
create the  fpccies.  This  is  likewife  the  cafe  in  ano- 
ther idand  called  Matrimonio,  pollefled  by  the  fame 
fort  of  Amazons,  who  fcemed  to  be  endued  with 
mafculine  ftrength  and  a  clearnefs  of  underftanding 
which  is  not  found  among  the  men  of  that  country  j 
for  as  other  Indians  reckon  the  day  by  the  fun,  and 
the  night  by  the  moon  only,  the  women  are  acquaint- 
ed with  aftronomy,  and  they  meafure  their  time  by 
the  rifing  and  fctcing  of  the  ftars. 

The  admiral  having  furniihed  his  fhips  with  a  fup- 

{)ly  of  bread,  wood,  and  water,  fet  fail  from  Guada- 
oupe  on  the  20th  of  April,  after  having  gratified  and 
fent  on  fliore  all  the  inhabitants,  except  the  chief  lady 
and  her  daughter,  who  chofc  to  go  to  Spain  along 
with  Caunabo,  who,  though  a  cacique  of  Hifpaniola, 
was  a  native  of  thj  Caribbecs. 

By  the  20th  of  May  the  fnips  being  about  100 
leagues  wcIt  ot  the  Azores,  provifions  began  to  fail, 
fo  that  each  man  was  rellriftcd  to  an  allowance  of  fix 
ounces  of  bread,  and  fomething  Icfs  than  a  pint  of 

water 
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Tfrdttr  per  day ;  and  the  admiral  found  the  Dutch 
compafles  varied  a  point,  while  thofe  of  Genoa  had 
very  little  variation. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  feveral  days  after  the  reckon- 
ings of  all  the  pilots  had  been  out,  exaAly  according 
to  the  admiral's  account,  they  made  the  land  of  Ode- 
nicra,  between  Lifbon  and  Cape  St.  Vincent,  which 
fome  miftook  for  the  coaft  of  Galicia,  while  others 
affirmed  they  were  in  the  Englilh  channel ;  and  by 
this  time  the  fcarcity  on  board  was  fo  great,  that 
many  of  the  people  propofed  to  eat  the  Indians,  and 
others  were  of  opinion  they  (hould  be  thrown  over- 
board, in  order  to  leflen  the  confumption  of  the 
Srovifion  that  remained.  But  both  thefe  cruel  expe- 
ienis  were  rejefted  by  the  admiral,  who  exerted  his 
whole  authority  and  addrefs  for  the  protedipn  of 
thofe  poor  creatures ;  and  next  morning  he  was  re- 
warded for  his  humanity  with  the  fight  of  land,  which 
agreed  fo  well  with  his  prediction,  that  his  men  be- 
lieved he  was  a<5lually  infpircd  with  the  fpirit  of  pro- 
phecy. 

•  The  admiral  being  landed,  fet  out  for  Burgos,, 
where  he  was  favourably  received  by  their  Catholic 
majefties,  who  were  then  celebrating  the  nuptials  of 
their  fon  Prince  John,  with  Margaret  of  Auftria, 
daughter  of  Maximilian  the  emperor.  He  prefented 
the  king  and  queen  with  famples  of  every  peculiar 
produftion  of  the  Indies,  fuch  as  birds,  beafts,  trees, 
plants,  inftruments,  and  utenfils,  together  with  fe- 
veral girdles  and  maflcs  adorned  with  golden  plates,, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  gold  duft,  with  grains  of  that 
metal  of  various  fizes,  from  the  bignefs  of  a  vetch,  to 
that  of  a  pigeon's  egg. 

Having  afterwards  vindicated  his  own  conduft  to 
the  fatisfadlion  of  their  majefties,  he  earneftly  begged 
to  be  Tent  back  with  fupplies  to  the  colony  which  he 
had  left  in  want  of  men  and  many  neceflaries  -,  but 
notwithftanding  all  his  felicitations,  the  court  was  fo 
dilatory,  that  ten  or  twelve  months  elapfed  before  he 

could 
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^ould  obtain  a  fupply»  which  v;as  fent  in  two  flgip« 
commanded  by  Peter  rerr.iiridez  CoroncU.  Alter  his 
departure,  Columbii-i  continued  at  court,  to  nego- 
jfii^te  the  equiptnent  of  fuch  a  Heet  as  would  be  pro- 
per for  him  to  condud  to  the  Weft-Indies :  but  thU 
jvas  long  retarded  by  the  negligence  and  mifmanage- 
jincnt  of  the  king's  officers,  and  particularly  of  Don 
John  ,de  Fonfeca  archdeacon  of  Sevile,  who  being 
afterwards  created  biihop  of  Burgos,  proved  an  inve- 
terate enemy  to  the  admiral,  and  was  the  chief  of 
thofe  who,  in  the  feque],  brought  him  into  difgracc 
with  their  Catholic  majefties. 


The  Third  Voyage  of  C0LUM3US. 

CO LU  MP U S  having  forwarded  the  expeditiOQ 
with  the  utmoft  care  and  induftry,  on  the  30th 
of  May  1498,  fet  fail  from  the  bay  of  St.  Lucar  de 
Barrameda,'  with  fix  ihips  loaded  with  provifions  and 
neceflaries  for  the  relief  of  the  planters  in  I  lifpaniola^ 
and  with  full  refolution  to  make  farther  difcoveries. 

• 

On  the  7th  of  June  he  arrived  at  the  ifland  of 
Puerto  Santo,  where  he  took  in  wood  and  water :  oa 
the  9th  he  touched  at  Madeira,  where  he  furnilhcd 
himii^lf  with  other  refrefliments ;  and  op  ^he  19th 
reached  Gomera,  where  a  French  fliip  having  taken 
.three  Spanifh  vcflels,  weighed  and  flood  to  fea  with 
them,  at  fight  of  the  fquadron.  The  admiral  was  no 
fooncr  informed  of  this  capture,  than  he  ordered 
three  of  his  fhips  to  give  chace  -,  but  they  made  toq 
much  way  to  be  overtaken  :  one  of  the  prizes,  how- 
ever, was  retrieved  by  the  bravery  of  the  Spaniards, 
whom  the  French  had  left  on  board,  and  wIto  clap- 
ping their  captors  under  the  hatches,  brought  the 
veiTel  fafely  into  port  again. 

From 
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From  hence  the  admiral  failed  for  the  ifland  of 
Ferro,  where  he  rcfolvcd  to  fend  three  of  his  Ihips  to 
Hifpaniola,  while  he  with  the  reft  (hould  fail  towards 
the  Cape  de  Verd  ifland s,  and  from  thence  directly 
over  to  difcover  the  continent.  In  confcquencc  ctf 
this  determination^  he  appointed  Peter  d^  Afana^ 
Alonzo  Sancher  de  Caravajal)  and  John  Antonia 
Columbus  his  own  kinfman,  captains  of  the  threo 
fliips  bound  to  Hifpaniola,  with  orders,  that  each 
ihould  command  a  week  in  his  turn  ;  and  this  difpo* 
fition  being  made,  the  (hips  parted,  each  fquadron 
upon  its  rclpcdive  voyage. 

On  the  25th  df  June,  the  admiral  defcried  the  ilknd 
De  Sal,  and  paffing  it,  came  to  an  anchor  in  another 
called  Bona  Vifta,  on  which  are  fix  or  feven  houfes 
for  the  accommodation  of  lepers  who  go  thither  to  be 
cured.  The  Portuguefe  who  had  charge  of  the  ifland^ 
immediately  went  aba:ird  the  admiral  to  ofier  his  fer- 
vice,  and  was  gratified  with  a  prcfent  of  fome  provi- 
fion,  which  was  extremely  acceptable,  as  they  live 
very  miferably  on  that  barren  foil.  Columbus  being 
defirous  to  know  by  what  means  the  Icproly  was  cured 
in  this  place,  he  told  him,  that  the  recovery  of  the 
difeafed  was  effcfled  by  the  temperature  of  the  air, 
and  feedrng  upon  torroifes,  with  the  blood  of  which 
they  likewife  anointed  themfelves  externally.  Hither 
thefe  animals  repair  in  vaft  numbers  from  the  African 
fliore,  to  lay  their  eggs  in  the  f^ml,  during  the  months 
of  June,  July,  ar.d  Augoil.  and  are  eafily  caught  by 
being  turned  on  their  backs  while  they  are  afleep. 
This  is  the  only  employment  or  exercife  ufed  by  thdc 
wretched  lepers,  who  have  no  other  fuftenance  ;  and 
ihere  is  neither  tree  nor  fpring  on  the  ifland,  fo  that 
they  are  obliged  to  drink  the  water  of  certain  pits, 
which  is  brackifh  and  unpalatable. 

The  charge  of  the  whole  fpot  is  committed  to  one 
pcrfon,  with  four  men  under  his  dirtrdions,  who  are 
wholly  employed  in  killing  and  faking  goats  to  be 
fcnc  to  Portugal.     Of  thele  creatures  there  are  fuch 

n:iulcit-ud« 
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'   ?w  nounciins,  that  in  the  courfc  of  <?Ti€ 
•citi,     •::»'    ...    omctim-s  killed  to  the  value  of  fouf 
iviu  uLics ;  and  the  whole  ftock  were  produced, 

!xi,i»    .  ."s,   carried  thither  by  the  proprietor 

,1    wx.  ::    v!,  whofe  name  was  Roderick  Alfonib. 

'  >f:  .lUMKial,  on  the  30th  of  June,  failed  for  the 
»ai!u  jc  Sc  Jigo,  where  he  came  to  an  anchor  next 
jay  n  t:ic  evening,  and  lent  afhore  to  buy  fomecows 
.uivi  juils,  as  a  live  (lock  for  his  plantation  in  Hif- 
.>4inoia  :  but  finding  he  could  not  be  furnifhcd  with* 
Jut  i-unc  dilficulty  and  delay,  he  would  not  ftay  in 
uc!i  i*i  unhealthy  place,  which  was  always  covered 
v^  ich  d  thick  fog  ;  and  failed  on  Thurfday  to  the  foutK- 
wciU  relblving  to  continue  in  that  courfe,  until  he 
ihoi:lJ  be  under  the  Line,  and  then  fteer  due  weft, 
MX  :earch  of  fome  undifcovered  country.  He  ac- 
cordingly proceeded,  and  judging  the  Caribbee 
i-ands  were  to  the  northward,  he  determined  to 
change  his  direction  and  make  for  Hifpaniola,  be- 
ing in  great  want  of  provifion  and  water.  He 
thorrfore  ftood  to  the  northward,  and  one  day  about 
mHM\  a  Tailor  from  the  round-top  faw  land  to  the 
wcihvard,  at  the  diftancc  of  fifteen  leagues,  ftrctch- 
iiiL^  towards  the  north-eaft  as  far  as  the  view  could 
extend.  Salve  regina  and  other  prayers  were  faid 
by  the  feamen,  and  the  admiral  diftinguidied  this 
land  by  the  name  of  Trinity,  becaufe  three  moun- 
tains on  it  appeared  at  the  fame  time. 

Continuing  his  courfe  due  weft,  without  any  re- 
markable occurrences,  on  the  firft  of  Auguft  they 
difcovcred  the  continent  at  the  diffance  of  five  and 
twenty  leagues ;  but  the  admiral  miftaking  it  for 
another  illand,  gave  it  the  name  of  Ifla  Santa. 

Columbus  now  proceeded  to  a  more  wefterly  point 
of  land,  which  be  named  del  Arenal,  where  he 
thought  his  boats  would  not  be  fo  much  incommod- 
ed by  the  eafterly  wind  which  prevails  on  this  coaft. 
.In  his  way  he  was  followed  by  a  canoe  with  five  and 
ity  tntn^  who  ftopped  within  xnuiket  (hot,  cal- 
ling 


I. 
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<lSDg  vefT  loud :  as  what  tfaey  iaid  could  ^  natbtkitu^ 
dcTRoody  he  ordered  one  of  his  men  tor  afltetf:^tbei»« 
10  the  (hip,  by  ihewing  them  fome  little  hn&:jb^^ 
ftos^  looking  glafles,  and  other  toys,  of  which  thfr. 
Indians  ufed  to  be  enamoured :  but,  this  eacpedienit 
proving  inefieftual,  he  defired  one  of  the  men  tt» 
dbend  the  poop  and  play  upon  the  tabor  and  pipQ^ 
:«liilft others  danced  around  him/    The Indiansoa 
ftoner  heard  the  mulick,*  and  faw  the  gefticutftdooa 
.^f  the  Spaniards,  than  thinking  it  a  fignal  for  wai, 
.fbitj  rput  tberhfelves  in  a  pofture  of  deraicc,  -braccdl 
dieir '  targets,  and  (hot  thdr  arrows'  among  them.: 
'iod'the  admiral  allowed  his  peo[:^  to  punub  their 
kifeknce  with  their  crofs-bows^  which  ioon  compci- 
•led  the  lavages  to  redre;  though  diey  went  along- 
side of  another  caraval,  without  aj^irehenfion^  ami 
'#tK  chrilly  treated  and  difmifled  by  the  captaia, 
■^mtoi  find  they  were  well  ihaped,  and  whiter  than  the 
jj^labitants  of  other  iOands.  that  they  wore  k>ng  hair 
tied    with   ftrings,    and  covered  their    loins  with 
fueces  of  cotton  cloth. 

.    -After  watering  his  (hips  at  Punta  del  Arcnal,  from 
trenches  which  in  all  probability  the  fifhermen  had 
made,  the  admiral  proceeded  to  another  mouth  or 
channel  towards  the  north- weft,  which  he  called  Boci^ 
del  Drago,  to  diftingui(h  it  from  the  watering  place 
he  had  left,  which  had  the  appellation  of  Boca  de  la 
Sierpe.     Thefe  two  mouths  or  channels  are  made  by 
■  the  two  weftermoft  points  of  Trinity  Ifland,  and  two 
others  of  the  continent,  lying  almoft  north  and  fouth 
cf  one  another.     In  the  midft  of  the  Boca  del  Drago, 
.where  the  admiral  anchored,   is  a  rock,  which  he 
called  El  Gallo ;  and  through  the  other  the  Tea  ran 
.Ibfurioufly  to  the  northward,  that  it  refcmbled  the 
mouth  of  fome  great  river.     As  the  (hips  lay  at  an- 
chor, they  were  faluted  by  an  increafcd  ftrcani  run- 
ning northward  with  an  hideous  noife,  which  meet- 
'  ing  with  another  current  from  the  gulph  of  Paria, 
fwelled  up  the  fca  with  terrible  roaring,  to  the  afto- 

ni(hment 
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hxftiment  and  confternation  of  the  Spaniards,  whti 
expefted  to  be  overwhelmed.  Tfiey  however  fuf- 
fered  no  other  damage  than  that  of  feeing  one  of  the 
Ihips  drag  her  anchor,  though  (he  was  afce.wards 
brought  up  by  the  help  of  her  fails.  .  This  danger 
being  pafled,  the  admiral  weighed  anchor,  and  &il- 
ed  weftward  along  the  Ibuth  coaft  of  Paria,  whicli 
he  then  believed  to  be  an  ifland,  and  hoped  to  find 
a  way  northward  to  Hifpaniola:  but,  though  the 
coaft  abounded  with  ports,  he  would  not  enter  any^ 
as  all  that  fea  was  land-locked,  and  formed  into  ari 
harbour  by  the  continent. 

On  the  5th  day  of  Auguft,  while  the  Ihips  lay  ^t 
anchor,  the  boats  being  fent  on  fhore,  found  plenty 
of  fruit  peculiar  to  that  climate,  a  great  quantity  of 
wood,  and  fome  fighs  of  people  who  had  fled  at  their 
approach.  Sailing  fifteen  leagues  farther  down  the 
coaft,  where  he  dropped  anchor,  a  canoe  with  threel 
men  came  aboard  the  caraval  El  Borreo,  and  being 
carried  to  the  admiral,  were  civilly  treated,  prefcnt- 
cd  with  toys,  and  fent  afhore  at  a  place  where  ftood 
Q  number  of  Indians.  Thefe  no  fooner  underftood 
the  pacific  difpoficion  of  the  Chriftians,  than  they 
came  along  fide  in  their  canoes,  to  barter  with  the 
fame  fort  of  things  which  the  Spaniards  had  bought 
at  other  iflands :  but  the  people  here  had  no  targets 
nor  poifoncd  arrows,  which  are  peculiar  to  the  Ca- 
nibals. 

They  drank  liiquor  as  white  as  milk,  and  another 
of  a  dulkilh  hue,  that  tafteJ*  like  wine  made  of  four 
grapes.  The  men  cover  their  heads  and  middle 
with  well  woven  cotton  cloths  of  different  colours ; 
but  the  women  here,  as  well  as  in  Trinity  Ifland^ 
were  ftark  naked ;  they  feemed  however,  in  general^ 
to  be  more  civilized  and  traftable  than  the  inhabi-^ 
tants  of  Hifpaniola,  and  were  particularly  fond  of 
brafs  trinkets  and  bells. 

As  nothing  of  value  appeared  among  them  but  si 
few  inconfiderable  plates  of  gold  that  hung  about 

their 


ijlfi^  i)tc|ca^  the  admiral  ordered  fix  of  th^m  to  be 
lyl^l^QQ^  Ih>|ux1^  and  prpoceding  to  tiie  wcftward, 
aplldhed  |ft  two  other  high  iflands,  veil  inhabited  b/ 
>ie,  who  Teemed  to  be  richer  ia  gold  places  thaa 
I  he  had  left :  thiey  fiud  it  was  {i^uced  io  other 
Is.  fo  the  weflnitard,  inhiibited  by  Caoi^s.  They 
pqn  fymg9  of  beads  about  their  arms,  Ibme  of  them 
yery  £oe  Dear)g»  which  they  fignified  were 
iaayfliers  taken- to  the  .weftward  and  northward 
Sarifi  I  a^d  the  adipcMn^  having  purchafed  ibme 
tlc^jD, .  for  a  preient  ^^a^  to  their  Catholiq 

*  0CM,  &ot  the.  boats  to  -  make  'furthqr  enquiry 
[t  dus  valuable  commodity.     When^  the  Spa* 

j|i  }jin6fid^  they  were  received  in  a  friendly  man* 

ipr  Vy  the  natives^  who  flocked  round  them,  and 
MD^w^c^  them  to  a  houle,  where  .they  were  ho(]pi- 
IjMi  cnftataincd  with  viftuals,  and  that  fort  of  wme 
Wt  BATC  already  mentioned.  Thefe  Indians  were  of 
JU|pf^6ompkxion,  opener  coumenance,  and  better 
^bape  don  thofe  the  Spaniards  had  hitherto  feen,  and 
fiftfn  their  hair  cut  fhort  by  the  ears,  according  to 
tiie  Spaiiilh  fafhion  :  they  faid  their  country  was  cal- 
le^P^na,  exprefled  a  delire  of  living  in  amity  with 
^le  Cbriftians,  and  fuffered  them  to  return  well  fa- 
Cualed  to  their  (hips. 

Golpmbus  ftill  continuing  to  fail  weftward,  found 
Ae.  water  growing  more  and  more  (hallow,  fo  that 
lie  >would  not  venture  to  proceed  farther  in  his  own 
Q^p,  but,  anchoring  upon  the  coaOr,  fent  the  fmall 
^arifv^  El  Borreo  to  difcover  whether  there  was  an 
wdift  to  the  weftward  among  thofe  iflands.  She  re- 
turned the  next  day,  with  a  report  that  what  Teem- 
ed iflands,  was  one  continued  continent :  the  admi- 
^  therefore  flood  to  the  eaftward  and  pafled  the 
Ibeights,  which  he  faw  between  Pana  and  the  illand 
of  Trinity.  This  paflage  he  effefted  with  great  dif- 
ficulty and  danger,  ariflng  from  three  different  boif- 
9QIDUS  currents.  He  now  failed  to  the  weftward' 
tHoML  the  coaft  of  Paria.  and  after  p^fliog  by  feveral 

YqL.  L  K  iflands. 
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nxfliinent  ar  :^i^  the  harbour 

expeifted  tr  .  r.v  ^.lad  built  a  city, 

fered  no  <  uinory  of  his  father, 

fhips  cir 

broug^-  .    line  almoft  blind  with 

beirv  thjuftcd  with  fatigue; 

ed  '  .  :   .v:tri  the  profpe6t  of  en- 

ht'  V  boibm  of  peace  and  tran- 

n  %»cver  grievoufly  difappointed 

.If  lie  found  the  whole  ifland  in 

cater  part  of  thofc  he  had  left 

■AC  iur.dred  and  fixty   miferably 

ciic'-c-l  iiiftemper  ;  a  great  num- 

.    ..ill  one  Francis  Roldan,  whom  he 

...v      '.lyor,  or  chief  juftice  ;  and  his 

.     !..:rw^  when  he  did  not  find  the 

:.iu  .: //patched  before  him  from  the 

...O.N  voyage,  in  which  their  provifions 

.  o  v^'.^ravaiars  veffel  greatly  damaged, 

.  .  V  c  J.  .i:  St.  JDomingo,  where  the  captains 

..  •   ,:j1  returned  from  the  difcovery  of  the 

:  !c  had  been  informed  by  his  brother  of 

.  V  A:,  and  rcfolved  to  fend  a  circumftantial 

.K-  V.  :\»ilc  affair  to  their  Catholic  majefties. 

I.!  c  tiuc  underftanding  that  the  rebels  com- 

•1  ihv  ir  being  detained  upon  the  ifland,  by 

.  K  ,r  vcflels  to  reconvey  them  to  their  own 

..  v^  V.  oliunbus  publiQied  a  proclamation,  giv- 

.•.\-  til  all  who  were  defirous  of  returning  to 

. .  .»,  .i;kI  promifing  to  fupply  them  with  free  paflfagc 

..     :    .  ;»»\  lI.OIls. 

V.   Ifiimh,  afrcr  many  difputcs,    it  was  agreed, 

«,.  :.u    .uliniral  fliould  deliver  to  Roldan  two  good 

.  •  ;•..  Will  manned,  rigged  and  victualled,  for  tranf- 

1    :.5.»i',  hirn  .md  his  people  to  Spain,  from  the  port 

:    \,ii.i^»u.i ;  that  he  fliould  iiiue  an  order  tor  the 

I  .iviiirni  of  ihtir  fabrics  ar.d  waa;e?,  to  the  dav  of 

V^HWtttrc,  relloring  fuch  of  their  efrcsft?  as  had 

Cil  by  hii  or  the  lieutcnin;'s  orJ..r :  sir.i  :>.a: 
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fifty  days  from  the  ratification  of  this  agree* 
meat,  they  ihould  leave  the  ifland;  Matters  being 
thus  compromUed,  the  admiral  gave  orders  for 
equipping  the  (hips,  but,  neceflaries.  being  very 
fiarce,  and  the  weather  extremely  boiiberous,  fome* 
time  elapfed  before  they  could  be  brought  round  to 
^[aragaa,  and  in  that  mterval^  Roldan  changed  his 
mind,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  delay,  during 
iriiich  he  laid  his  people  had  confumed  a  great  part 
«f  the  provilion  that  was  intended  for  the  voyage, 
lie  renounced  the  agreement  and  rrfufed  to  embarl^ 
Garavajal,  who  went  to  Xaragua  with  the  (hips,  after 
Iwfiflg  in  vain  exhorted ''the  rebels  to  comply  with 
^  agreement,  entered  a  proteft  againft  their  pro« 
feedings,  and  returned  with  the  ihip  to  Sc  Do* 
^^ttogo.     He  told   the  admiral,  that  Roldan  ftUl 

,    opicflied  a  defire  of  leeing  the  afiair  accommo^ 
^Dt^    and  defired  a  fafe  conduft.     Columbus^ 

:  '^lE^mviog  the  mutinous  difpofition  of  his  own  peo- 
'«e,  waft  extremely  folicitous  about  healing  the 
divifion,  and  not  only  complied  with  Roldan's  de* 
mand,  but  went  round  with  two  caravals  to  the  port 
of  Azura,  which  is  near  Xaragua,  There  he  had  a 
conference  with  the  rebel  chief,  in  which  it  was 
asreed,  that  the  admiral  ihould  fend  home  fifteen. 
c?  Rddan's  followers  in  the  firft  fhips  bound  for 
]%Nnn  ;  and  that  he  (hould  give  land  and  houfes,  in 
lieu  of  pay,  to  thofe  who  remained ;  and  an  aft  of 
igeneral  amnefty  Ihould  be  publifhed,  and  Roldan 
again  appointed  perpetual  judge. 

Havmg  adjufted  this  troublcfome  affair,  the  ad- 
aniral  appointed  a  captain  to  march  a  body  of  men 
found  tne  ifland,  in  order  to  pacify,  reduce  and  pu- 
jitfli  the  rebellious  Indians,  while  he  himfelf  pro- 
.  ]ioled  to  return  to  Spain,  with  his  brother  the  lieute- 
Jiant,  that  no  caufe  of  animofity  might  be  left  in  Hif- 
paniola,  fo  as  to  endanger  another  revolt.  While  he 
'Was  jemployed  in  making  preparations  for  the  voyage, 
!Alonzo  de  Ojeda  arrived  in  the  ifland  with  four  (hips, 

K  2  from 
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from  a  cruize,  and  putting  into  Yaquimo,  not  only 
comnnittcd  afts  of  outrage  upon  the  Indians,   but 
by  letters  began  to  tamper  with  fomc  of  the  Spa- 
niards, who  were  hardly  as  yet  confirmed  in  their 
duty  after  the  late  troubles :  to  thefe  he  infinuated, 
that  queen  Ifabella  was  in  a  very  bad  ftate  of  health, 
and  that  after  her  deceafc,  the  admiral  would  find 
no  proteftion  at  court,  but,  on  the  contrary,  muft 
fall  a  viftim  to  the  hatred  of  Ojedlai's  kinfman  tht 
bifhop,  the  inveterate  enemy  of  Columbus.     The 
admiral  being  informed  of  his  proceeding,  ordered 
Roldan  to  march  againft  him  with  one  and  twenty 
men  -,  and  accordingly  the  chief  juftice  came  upon 
him  fo  fuddenly,  at  the  houfe  of  a  cacique,  catkd 
Haniguaba,  that  finding  it  impofTible  to  efcape,  and 
being  too  weak  to  make  any  oppofition,  he  went  out 
to  meet  hiin,  excufed  his  landing,  upon  pretence  of 
being  in  want  of  provifion,  and  declared  he  had  no 
intention  to  difturb  the  repole  of  the  ifland.     He 
then  told  Roldan,  that  he  had  difcovercd  fix  hun- 
dred leagues  to  the  weilward  along  the  coaft  of  Paria^ 
where  he  found  people  who  fought  the  Chriftians 
hand  to  hand  with  fuch  valour,  that  he  coukl  make 
no  advantage  of  the  wealth  of  the  country ;  that  he 
had  brought  from  thence  fomc  Ikins  of  deer,  rabbets, 
tygers,  and  gaaninis  ;  and  concluded  with  a  promife, 
that  he  would  foon  fail  round  to  Domingo,  and  give 
the  admiral  an  account  of  his  voyage. 

Notwithllanding  thefe  profefllons,  he  failed  to  the 
province  of  Xaragua,  where  he  feduced  a  good  num- 
ber of  the  people  who  had  been  in  rebellion,  by  tel- 
ling them  that  1^  and  Caravajal  were  appointed  by 
their  majefties,  counfellors  and  checks  upon  the  ad- 
miral, and  that  as  he  had  not  been  juft  enough  to 
pay  them,  they  (hould  go  under  his  command,  and 
do  themfelves  juftice  by  force.  This  wild  fcheme 
being  oppofed  by  fome  of  the  Spaniards,  who  de- 
fpil.-d  the  prefumption  of  Ojcda,  a  tumult  enfucd, 
in  which  fcveral  perfons  were  killed  and  wounded ; 

and 
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juid  Roldan,  who  had  scjeAed  his  propofab,  march- 
ing a  fcrcond  lime  ^mft  him,  he  was  obliged  tp 
take  retuge  in  thf.  (Dips.  Thtf  chief  juftice,  per- 
ceiving that  he  was  ouE  of  his  reachi  invited  him  tp 
come  afhore  and  trc^  of  ao,  accommodatioa,  3d4 
upon  his  rcftil'il  cook  his  b(»t  by  ftracagcm  -,  fo  that 
he  was  obliged  td  fubmic  to  a  treaty,  io  coofequence 
of  which  he  left  i;he  ifla^d<    *  t 

Not  long  afcer  his  dcp^ure,  anttther  commotion 
was  railed  by  on«  Ferdinand  de  Ouevara,  'who  was 
in  dil'grace  with  the  adipit>l»  foi  having,  been  con- 
cerned in  the  hx  feditioQ.  This  man  wing  eza^ 
perated  againH:  Rold^R,  who  would  not  Dermic  him 
to  marry  the  davjgtitcr  of  Caaua  queen  or  Xaragu^, 
began  to  let  up  t(>r  himtelf,  and  entered  into  a  con* 
Ijtiracy  with  one  Adrian  de  Moxica,  vho  had  been 
a  chief  aiftor  in  the  firft  rebellion.  Thefc  two  ptqjec- 
tors  engaged  miny  people  in  their  intercfii  and  re- 
folvcd  10  turprilc  andTiiurdcr  the  chief  juftice,whotn 
Guevara  coniidered  as  his  greateft  enemyj  and  the 
chief  obflacl-.  to  his  defign.  But  Roldan,  having 
uot  jnCclligence  of  their  delign,  cnncened  his  mea- 
'Airvs  lb  well,  that  he  feized  the  chief  conrpirators, 
jujld  being  directed  by  the  admiral  to  punifli  them 
^cwding  to  law,  he  proceeded  to  a  fair  trial ;  in 
conlcquence  of  which,  Adrian  was  hanged.  Tome 
Others  bani(hed,  and  Ferdinand  with  a  few  confede- 
rjltcs  fent  prifoners  to  La  Viga,  where  the  admiral 
at  that  time  refided. 

This  example,  which  was  abfotutely  necefTary  for 
the  maintainance  of  peace  and  fubordination,  had 
fuch  an  cffedl  upon  all  degrees  of  pcrfons,  that  tran- 
quillity was  rcftored  through  the  whole  iiland ;  and 
the  Indians  fubmitted  without  further  oppofition. 
About  this  time,  fuch  rich  gold  mines  were  difco- 
vcred,  that  every  man' began  10  dig  on  his  own  ac- 
count, paying  to  the  I(ing  one  third  of  what  he 
found  i  and  their  labour  profpered  to  fuch  a  degree, 
-that  one  man  has  been  known  to  gather  forty  ounces 
K  3  ia 
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in  one  day  ;  and  one  lump  of  pure  gold  was  found, 
that  weighed  one  hundred  and  ninety-fix  ducats. 

While  Columbus  was  thus  indefatigably  employod 
in  appearing  the  troubles  of  Hifpaniola,  and  fecur- 
ing  the  property  of  it  for  their  Catholic  majefties, 
he  little  dreamed  what  a  (torm  was  gathering  agsunfl: 
him  at  home.     During  the  rebellion,  a  number  of 
V:omplaints  had  been  fent  to  Spain  by  the  male-con- 
tents, who  reprefented  him  as  an  infolent  alien,  ig- 
norant of  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  Spanifh  na- 
tion, without  moderation  to  fupport  the  dignity  to 
which  he  had  been  raifed,  oppreffive  and  cruel  in 
his  di^porition,  and  fo  avaritious,  that  he  not  only 
with-held  the  pay  from  the  fervants  of  the  govern- 
ment,   but  liktwifc  embezzled   the  riches  of  the 
iflard.      They  inveighed  ftill  more  bitterly  againft 
his  brother    the  lieutenant  •,    nor  did  Diego  efcape 
the  uUiiOil  virulence  of  ccnfure.     Thefe  mveftivcs 
being  fpread  by  the  friends  of  the  complainers,  and 
encouraged  by  many  pcrfons  at  court,  who  envied 
tht:  fuccefs  and  reputation  of  Columbus,  fuch  a  cla- 
mour was  raifcd  in  Caftile,  that  the  king  and  queen 
were  every  day  furrounded  in  the  ftreets,  and  even 
in  the  palaCv-,  by  people  demanding  juftice  againft 
that  proud  and  tyrannic  foreigner,  who  had  oppreT- 
fed  fj  many  Caftilians,  and  discovered  a  mifchievous 
country,  to  be  the  ruin  and  grave  of  the  Spaniflx 
gentry.     Other  methods  were  taken  to  influence  the 
favourites  at  court,  who  joining  the  importunities  of 
the  people,  their  catholic  majefties  were  prevailed 
upon  to  fend  an  infpeAor  general  to  Hifpaniola,  with 
a  commiffion  impowering  him  to  enquire  into  the 
admiral':)  conduft  ;  and  if  hefhould  be  found  guilty, 
to  knd  him  home,  while  he  (hould  remain  covcr- 
nor  of  the   idand.     The  perfon  chofen   for  this  of- 
;iLC,   was  one  Fiancis  de  Bovadilla,  a  knight  of  the 
;;■(!  T  of  Calatrava,  in  very  low  circumftances,  who 
^  •  ng  lurnifhed  with  full  powers  and  authority,  ar- 
rived at  St.  Domingo  in  the  latter  end  of  Auguft 

1509, 
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frSOOv  vhile  the  admiral  was  at  Ctonceptiony  tvith 
flmott  all  the  people  of  ronfequence,  edoployed  in 
fettling  the  affairs  of  that  province,  where  his  bro- 
kher  had  been  allaulted  by  the  malccontents. 
.J.  The  new  inlpe&or,  finding  nobody  at  St.  Domin* 

awho  could  be  a  check  upon  his  conduA,  took  pof- 
i  of  the  admiral's  palace,  and  converted  his  ef- 
^s&M  to  his  own  ufe  i  tnen  aflembling  all  thoie  whom 
£&fi>und  difaSeAed  to  the  brothers,  dechned  him- 
jfelf  governor  i  and,  ip  order,  to  attach  the  pec^le  to 
!^ia  intereft,  proclaimed  a  general  remiflioQ  for  twenty 
yain  to  come.  The  next  ftep  he  took  was  to  re- 
Auice  the  admiral's  prefence  without  delay ;  and,  to 
jenfo^  this  order,  hefent  him  the  king's  letter,  to 
^j^efie£t. 

JJPb  D.  Chriftopher  Columbus,  our  admiral  of  the 
^r*"'--  ocean. 

ry.  %M.yf^  have  ordered  the  commendary  Francis  de 
>.^  Bevadilla,  the  bearer,  to  acquaint  you  with  fome 

"  thines  from  us :  therefore  we  dcfire  you  to  yield 

■••  him  mtirc  credit  and  obedience."— Given  at  Ma- 

^d.  May  21,  1499- 

-     *^  By  command  of  their  highncflcs, 
•*  Mic.  Perez  de  Alamazan. 

"   I    THE    KING. 
"    I    THE    QUEEN. 

,     The  admiral  no  fooncr  received  this  letter,  than  he 

let  out  for  St.  Domingo,  to  wait  upon  Bovadilla ; 

who  without  delay  or  legal  information,  fcnt  him  and 

,his  brother  Diego  on  board  of  a  (hip,  where  they 

-were  put  in  irons,  under  a  (Irong  guard,  and  en- 

.tirely  excluded  from  the  fpcech  vt  any  perlbn  what- 

.ever.    Then  a  procefs  was  inftituted  agaioft  them, 

^and  all  their  enemies  admitted -as  evidences,  who,  in 

.their  depbiitions  were  fo  nrialicious,  incoherent,  and 

.'abfurd,  that  no  perfon,  who  had  not  been  deter- 

'  mined  at  all  events  to  ruin  the  accufed,  would  have 

*^ paid  the  lealt  regard  to  their  allegations.    But,  fo 

■  K  4  far 
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far  was  Bovadilla  from  doing  juftrcc  on  this  occlfioi), 
that  he  countenanced  the  mcft  flagrant  perjury,  and 
even  encouraged  the  rabble  to  infult  the  prifoners* 
by  reading  fcandalous  libels  in  the  market-place,  and 
blowing  horns  at  the  port  where  the  fhips  lay  at 
anchor.  Perhaps  ^the  lieutenant,  who  was  not  yet 
returned  from  Xaragua,  might  have  refcued  his  bro- 
thers  by  force  of  arms,  had  not  the  admiral  ordered 
him  to  fubmit  quietly,  and  furrender  himfelf  to  Ac 
authority  of  their  majefties,  now  vetted  in  the  per- 
fon  of  their  new  governor,  who  had  no  iboner  fecu- 
red  their  pcrfons,  and  laid  ftrift  ir.jundlions  on  An- 
drew Martin  the  captain  of  the  (hip,  to  deliver  the 
admiral  in  irons  to  the  bifhop  D.  John  de  Fonfeca  hik 
enemy,  by  whofe  dircftion  he  afted,  than  he  begah 
to  fquander  theking*s  revenues  among  his  creaturei^ 
to  embezzle  the  treafure,  countenance  all  manner  of 
profligacy  and  extravagance,  opprefs  and  plunder 
the  Indians,  and,  in  (hort,  dettroy  the  wholelbme 
regulations  which  had  been  eftablilhed. 

With  regard  to  the  admiral,  he  declined  accepting 
the  favour  of  Andrew  Martin,  who  being  afhamed 
of  his  fituation,  would  have  knocked  off  his  irons  ; 
but  he  infirted  upon  wearing  them  during  the  whole 
pallagc',  faying  he  was  refolved  to  keep  them  as  a 
memorial  of  the  reward  he  had  obtained  for  his  fer- ' 
vice.  Nor  did  he  ever  change  his  opinion  in  this 
particular ;  for  the  fetters  were  always  prefervcd  in 
his  own  chamber,  and  buried  in  the  fame  coffin  with 
his  body,  at  his  own  requcft. 

On  the  20th  cf  November,  1500,  he  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  tlieir  Catholic  majefties,  giving  an  account  of 
his  arrival  ar  Ca  Jiz ;  and  they  underttanding  his  fitu- 
ation, gave  immediate  orders  that  he  (hould  be  re- 
Icafed,  and  fent  him  very  gracious  letters,  in  which 
they  cxprLflTed  their  Ibrrow  for  his  fuflferings,  and 
the  unmannerly  behaviour  of  Bovadilla,  and  invited 
him  to  court,  with  promife  that  he  fhould  be  fliortly 
difpatchcd  with  full  rcftitution  of  his  honour.  Ac- 
cordingly 
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awJili^oii  his  wtivni  fltGraiid*,  he  metimh* 
imtf  ftvoaraUe  reocptioii  from  the  king  ttd  oiiceii^ 
^ho  cxprcflfed  theif  dt^cafiire  agaibft  the  tuthor  c€ 
Ml  iMprifontnent,  end  proibUed  duR  he  (hould  luve 
«tt^  ftdsfadkni.  Ift  the  meao  dcM^  thef  oitie^ 
ii*  flflhir  to  be  euuftiMd,  ud  the  ac<»fittion  pkiil^ 
itaMMiriug  malkioos  a;td  frivohMii,  he  wet  hoRotN^ 
^Hf  flCK|wtted.  A  n^w  govefnof  i^as  eppoimed  id 
te  ftat  to  Hflpaiiiola,  ill  order  so  ledrde  the  adminl^ 
«rieMMces^  and  oblige  Bovadilb  »  reAore  yrhat  fae 
iid  Aquftly  feisted ;  «d  to  ptooHrd  aninft  the  r»- 
iHll  ludcordiikg  to  the  nature  of  their  olnoccB.  This 
Mter  and  Gommiflioa  Wa»  granted  to  Nichohs  de 
ClM&do^  eomtnandeiy  of  hwa^  a  ntan  of  abiltdea* 
||at^«FaAy9  cruel,  md  itveng^l,  who  lifiencd  to 
ItMchm  furmifes,  and  exeitiicd  great  barbarity 
IfiBid  die  natives  and  their  chieft.  At  the  fame  timc^' 
fthWas.  tefelvcd*  that  Columbus  fliduld  be  fent  upon 
Ibme  voyage  that  ntight  turn  to  his  advantage  and 
keep  him  employed,  until  Obando  (hould  fettle  the 
"afikvs  of  Hifpaniola.  But  the  admiral  being  weary 
of  fuch  expeditions,  extremely  chagrined  at  the  in* 
gratitude  of  Spain,  and  apprehenfive  of  future  diT- 
grate  from  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  his  enemies 
At  court,  defired  to  be  excufed  from  embarking  again, 
and  would  not  engage  in  the  enterprise,  unf il  he  was 
ftrongly  folicited  by  their  majefties,  who  aflured  him 
of  their  prote&ion. 

It  may  be  obferved,  by  way  of  digreffion,  that 
while  Columbus  was  profecuting  his  third  voyage, 
Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  whom  we  have  already  mentioned, 
and  Americus  Vefpucius,  obtained  from  the  bifliop 
of  Bargos,  the  draughts  and  plans  which,  by  their 
majefties  order,  Columbus  had  depolited  in  the  hands 
of  that  prelate,    and  who,   out  of  hatred  to  that 

Erat  commanSer,  gave  them  up  without  the  know- 
ge  of  the  king  and  queen.  The  licences  he  gave 
were  alfo  clandeftine.  They  fet  fail  from  Cadiz  on 
lite  20  of  May,  14999  and  iteered  direfUy  in  fearch 

of 
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of  the  continent,  purfuant  to  the  admiral's  fcheme, 
which  before  this  time  he  had  actually  carried  into  exe- 
cution. This  was  the  firft  voyagft  made  by  Americus 
Vefpucius,  and  though  he  now  only  touched  at  that 
part  of  the  continent  which  had  already  been  vifited 
by  the  admiral,  yet  he  pretended  to  difcover  it ;  and 
by  confounding  this  with  a  voyage  he  afterwards 
made  into  thole  parts,  drefled  up  a  plaufible  ftory ; 
and  being  an  excellent  geographer  and  draftsman, 
impofed  upon  the  greateft  part  of  Europe,  and  gain- 
ed the  undeferved  honour  of 'giving  a  name  to  the 
new  world,  which  is  called  jimerica ;  when  it  might 
with  more  propriety  be  named  Columbia.  In  Spain, 
.  however,  he  was  foon  detected ;  for  pretending  that 
he  returned  dire£tly  to  that  kingdom  after  a  voy 
of  thirteen  months  fpent  in  difcovcries,  Ojeda  Tt\ 
.oath  that  only  five  months  were  fpent  in  the  voyage, 
.and  that  finding  themfelves  fhort  of  provifions,  they 
failed  to  Hilpaniola  for  a  fupply. 

It  was  no  fooner  known  that  Alonzo  Ojeda,  and 
Americus  Vefpucius  had  obtained  the  above  licences, 
than  others  refoived  to  make  ufe  of  the  fame  intereft, 
in  order  to  acquire  a  (hare  of  the  riches  of  the. new 
world :  and  a  company  was  formed  at  Seville,  the  prin- 
.  cipal  of  whom  was  Peter  Alonzo  Nino  of  Palos,  who 
was  with  the  admiral  when  he  dilcovcred  Paria,  and 
Chriftophcr  Guerre  of  Seville. 

Nino  having  obtained  the  king's  licence,  upon 
.  condition  of  his  not  coming  to  an  anchor,  or  land- 
ing within  50  leagues  of  any  place  difcovered  by 
.  Columbus,  fet  fail  foon  after  Ojeda  and  Vefpucius ; 
difcovered  land,  and  arrived  at  the  province  of  Pa- 
ria  a  few  days  after  them,  where  finding  the  Indians 
behave  peaceably,  he,  contrary  to  his  inftruftions, 
landed  and  cut  Brazil-wood,  and  then  continuing 
his  courfe,  came  to  what  Columbus  had  called  the 
Bay  of  Pearls,  formed  by  the  ifland  of  Margarita, 
and  the  continent,  and  which  he  had  vifited  in 
1498. 

The 
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The  people  here  went  on  board  Ninons  Ihips  with- 
out any  apprehenQons,  eanyingpeaH  necklaces,  nd 
wearing  jewels  in  their  noTcs  and  ears ;  for  which 
the  Spaniards  gave  them  hawks-bcUs,  bracelets, 
rings,  and  feyeral  trifles  made  of  tin.  Having  thiis 
purcbafed  a  confiderable  quantity  of  vjUcHkblc  pemrb, 
the  Spaniards  pafled  by  Coro,  near  the  pr^itaoe  now 
caUed  Venezuela,  ijd  leaei^kM^^l^'w  rait  and  die 
I^sgon's  Mouth ;  and  anchored  in  a  bay  where  they 
were  well  received  by  50  men,  ir^io  came  from « 
"place  at  a  league's  diftance,  and  very  eameftly  pitf> 
led  them  to  anchor  at  their  town:  upon^wMch  the 
Spaniards  gave  them  fome  toys,  and  the  Imfians 
tdcing  oflT  all  the  pearls  they  had  about  thdr  necks 
'sod  arms,  gave  them  as  many  as  weighed  fifteen 
dunces. 

The  next  day  the  Spaniards  came  to  an  anchor 

•bc£)fe  a  town  called  Curiana,  where  the  Indians 

'made  figns  to  them  to  come  on  fhore  %  but  facing  ao 

more  than  33  men,   they  durft  not  venture,    and 

therefore  by  their  figns  invited  the  Indians  to  come 

on  board,  which  they  did  in  their  canoes,  carrying 

pearis  which  they  freely  exchanged  for  toys:   by 

which  the  Spaniards  being  convinced  of  their  fince- 

rity,  landed  and  ftaid  twenty  days  on  fiiore,  during 

which  they  were  courtcoufly  entertained  with  veni- 

jfiio,  rabbits,  geeie,  ducks,  parrots,  fifh,  and  bread 

made  of  Maize.     They  perceived  that  the  natives 

*kdpt  markets  or  fairs;  that  they  had  earthen  jars, 

dimes,  and  other  vefTels  of  feveral  (hapes,  and  that 

>  in  their  pearl  necklaces  they  had  frogs  and  other 

'  creatures  made  of  gold.     They  aflccd  by  figns  where 

that  metal  was  gathered,  and  were  anfwvrcd  in  the 

lame  manner,  that  it  was  got  fix  days  journey  froru 

thence,  at  a  place  called  Curiana  Ca<Jchcito. 

The  Spaniards  therefore  failed  thither,  and  found 

that  the  people  were  very  traftable;  for  they  came 

pn  board  without  the  lead  jealoulV,    and  ba'-^erc'd 

•with  them  for  wrought  and  unwrouglic  gold,  t!v)>i  »S 
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they  would  not  pare  with  their  pearls.  They  alfo 
gave  them  fome  monkies,  and  very  beautiful  parrots 
of  various  cc)lours. 

Leaving  this  place  they  proceeded  farther ;  but  as 
they  approached  the  fhore  above  5000  naked  men 
came  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  to  oppofe  thetr 
lamUng,  and  though  they  drove  to  pleafe  them  by 
ihewing  them  hawk's  bells  and  other  things,  coukl 
not  prevail,  and  therefore  returned  to  Curiana,  where 
they  were  received  with  the  fame  fatisfadtion  as  be- 
fore, the  Indians  now  trading  with  them  for  pins 
and  needles,  which  the  Spaniards  (hewed  them  would 
be  of  ufe  in  drawing  the  thorns  out  of  their  feet, 
when  they  happened  to  tread  upon  them.     The  In-. 
dians  were  highly  pieafed,  thinking  they  had  made 
very  advantageous  bargains  with  the  Spaniards,  who 
carried  away  above  1 2000  ounces  of  pearls,  fome  of 
which  were  very  beautiful  and  well  coloured,  and  as 
large  as  fmall  haflenuts  -,  but  they  were  ill  bored,  the 
Indians  having  no  iron.     The  Spaniards  were  now 
fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  fuccefs  of  their  voyage,  that 
they  refolved  to  return  home,  and  arrived  in  Gall- 
cia  on  the   i6th  of  February,   1500,   two   months 
after  they  left  Curiana,  when  Nino  and  Chriftopher 
Guerra,  who  (bared  in  the  ex).  ence  and  profits  of 
the  voyage,  were  accufed  before  the  governor,  by 
their  own  (hip's  crew,  of  having  defrauded  the  king 
of  his  duty,  which  was  the  fifth  part. 

The  great  riches  which  the  adventurers  gained  by 
this  voyage,  promoted  the  fpirit  of  diltovery,  more 
efpecially  among  fuch  as  knew  the  propofals  made 
by  Columbus,  or  had  ferved  under  him  in  his  fir(t' 
two  voyages.  Of  thefe  none  was  lb  capable  of  pro- 
fccutlng  them  as  Vincent  Yanez  Pinzon.  He  had 
a  liberal  education,  great  courage,  and  a  large  for^- 
tune ;  he  therefore  fitted  ou<,  ac  his  own  expence, 
a  fquadron  of  four  (tout  fliips,  with  which  he  tailed 
to  the  Cape  de  Vcrd  ifl.mds,  where  he  took  in  rc- 
frelhmcnts,  and  fteered  from  St.  Jago,    about  the 

year 
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year  1500,  firft  (landing  to  the  fbuth  and  then  to 
riic  weft,  and  was  the  firft  fubjeft  of  the  crown  of 
Caftile  and  Leon  that  crofled  the  equinoflial. 

But  he  had  hardly  pafled  the  line,  when  he  met 
with  a  dreadful  ftorm,  in  which  all  on  board  cxpeSt^ 
ed  to  perifli :  However,  having  run  240  leagues 
farther  to  the  weft  ward,  they  on  the  26th  of  Febru- 
ary difcovered  land  at  a  great  diftance,  which  Tanez 
called  Cabo  de  Confolation,  or  Cape  Comfort  ^,  and 
founding^  had  1 4  fathoms  water.  Captain  Pinzon 
going  on  ftiore,  took  pofiefTion  of  the  country  in  the 
ntoie  of  their  Catholic  majefties,  and  endeavoured 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  though  without  effe6t, 
to  induce  the  people  to  trade  with  him ;  for  the  na- 
tives being  inflexible,  and  having  no  good  opinion 
of  thefe  invaders,  an  engagement  enfued,  in  which 
fbme  were  flain  on  both  fides. 

This  made  captain  Pinzon  refolve  to  retire  and 
and  continue  his  voyage,  which  he  did  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Maranon,  where  he  obferved  a  n-iighty 
ftruggle  between  the  tide  of  fait  water  coming  in, 
and  a  vaft  current  of  frclh  water  pouring  down  from 
the  land.  The  country  at  the  mouth  of  this  river, 
he  found  well  inhabited  on  both  fides,  but  not  being 
able  to  ptrrfuade  the  inhabitants  to  traffick,  he  re- 
folved,  without  farther  delay,  to  proceed  toward 
Paria. 

Yanez,  on  his  arrival  at  Paria,  took  in  Brazil 
wood,  and  then  ftruck  over  to  the  ifiands  that  lay  in 
the  way  to  Hifpaniola :  but  when  the  (hips  were  ly- 
ing at  anchor,  there  arofe  fuch  a  dreadful  ftorm  that 
two  of  the  four  funk  in  fight  of  the  others,  with 
all  the  men  ;  a  third  was  forced  from  her  anchors 
with  18  men,  and  carried  out  of  fight,  and  the 
fourth,  though  fhe  rode  it  out,  beat  fo  furioufly, 
that  tnc  luilors  believing  flie  would  be  dafhed  in 
pieces,     went   afiiore    m  the   long-boat,    and   had 

*  h  ii  iiow  called  Cap::  St.  Auguflia. 

thoughts 
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thoughts  of  murdering  all  the  Indians  they  found, 
to  prevent  their  calling  in  their  neighbours  to  de- 
ftroy  them :  but  the  fhip  that  had  been  driven  to  lea 
with  the  1 8  men  returned,  and  the  other  which  rode 
at  anchor  being  faved,  they  failed  to  Hifpaniola, 
where  they  refitted,  and  returned  to  Spain  about  the 
latter  end  of  September ;  after  having  difcovercd 
600  leagues  of  the  coaft  of  P/iria. 

It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  Emanuel  king 
of  Portugal  fending  a  confiderable  fleet  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies  %  under  the  command  of  Peter  Alvarez  Ca- 
bral,  in  the  year  1500 ;  that  admiral  failing  to  the 
fouthweft  to  avoid  the  calms  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
was  fo  happy  as  to  difcover  Brazil,  one  of  the  richeft 
provinces  in  South  America ;  by  mere  accident.  But 
it  is  now  neceflary  to  return  to  the  difcoveries  made 
by  the  great  Columbus* 


The  Fourth  Voyage  of  COLUMBUS. 

COLUMBUS,  after  receiving  his  inftruAions, 
fet  out  in  the  year  1501  for  Sevil,  in  order  to 
fuperintend  the  equipment  of  his  fquadron,  confifl:- 
ing  of  four  fmall  fliips,  with  one  hundred  and  forty 
men,  including  boys.     All  the  neceflary  preparations 
being  made,  he  faUed  from  Cadiz  on  the  9th  of  Ma/ 
for  St.  Catherine's,  from  whence,  on  Wednefday  the 
X  ith  he  departed  for  Arzilla,  in  order  to  relieve  the 
Portugueie,  who  were  faid  to  be  in  great  diftrefs  s 
but  before  he  arrived,  the  Moors  had  raifed  the  fiegc* 
He  therefore  failed  for  the  Grand  Canaria,  where  ne 
arrived  on  the  20th,  and  took  in  wood  and  water  for 
the  voyage. 

*  The  coad  of  India  had  bcfn  difcovered  by  Vafco  de  Garni* 
in  1498,  while  Colambas  was  engaged  in  his  third  voyage  to  the 
Weft-indies.    Sec  Vafco  de  Gania's  voyage,  in  our  fecond  volume. 

On 


i 
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On  the  25th,  in  the  evening,  he  proccedea  for  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  the  wind  was  fo  favourable,  that 
without  having  handled  the  failsi  he  arrived  at  the 
ifland  of  Martinico  on  the  15th  of  June;  and  hav« 
ing  taken  in  a  frcfti  fupply  of  wood  and  water,  he 
ftood  to  the  weftward  among  the  Caribbee  iflands. 
Thence  he  fleered  his  courfe  for  St.  Domingo,  where 
he  intended  to  change  one  of  his  (hips,  which  waft 
a  bad  failer,  hoping  to  continue  his  voyage  with 
more  advantage,  to  the  coaft  of  Paria,  in  queft  of 
the  ftrait  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  near  Veragua  and 
Nombre  de  Dios.  But  that  the  new  commendary, 
whom  their  majefties  had  fent  to  call  Bovadilla  to 
account,  might  not  be  Jurprifed  at  his  unexpcfted 
arrival,  he,  on  the  29th  of  June,  being  near  the 
port,  difpatched  before  him  Peter  de  Terreros,  one 
of  his  captains,  to  fignify  the  occafion  he  had  for 
another  (hip,  as  well  as  for  (hekcr  againft  a  ftorm 
which  he  forefaw ;  and  on  account  of  which,  he 
defired  the  commendary  would  not  fuffer  a  fleet  that 
lay  ready  for  failing  to  quit  the  harbour.  So  little 
inclined  was  this  new  governor  to  alTifl  the  admiral 
with  another  velTel,  that  he  would  not  even  allow 
him  to  enter  the  port ;  and  difrcgarding  his  advice, 
permitted  the  fleet,  confilting  of  eighteen  fail,  to 
go  to  fea  without  delay,  on  their  return  to  Spain, 
having  on  board  Bovadilla,  Roldan,  and  the'  reft  of 
the  admiral's  enemies. 

But  they  had  hardly  weathered  the  eaft  point  of 
Hifpaniola,  before  they  were  overtaken  by  a  dread- 
ful tempeft,  in  which  their  adtniral  foundered  with 
Bovadilla,  and  alnicft  all  the  chief  rebels ;  and  of 
the  whole  eighteen  (hips,  not  above  three  or  four 
were  faved,  while  Columbus,  who  pronofticated  the 
ftorm,  (helrered  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could  under 
the  land.  On  the  fecond  day,  however,  the  wind 
rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  fury,  that  his  other  three 
veflfcls  were  forced  out  to  lea  ;  where  the  Bermuda, 
the  (hip  he  wanted  to  exchange,  muft  certainly  have 
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peri(bed,  had  not  (he  been  prefcrved  by  the  admi- 
rable (kill  and  dexterity  of  D.  Bartholomew,  who  was 
allowed  to  be  the  moft  expert  Teaman  of  his  time. 
The  (hips  being  thus  feparated,  every  one  conclud- 
ed the  other  was  loft,  until,  in  a  few  days,  they  met 
again  in  the  port  of  Azua,  where,  upon  comparing 
their  obfervations,  it  appeared  that  Bartholomew 
had  weathered  the  dorm  by  running  out  to  fea, 
like  an  able  failor,  while  Chriftopher  had  avoided 
great  part  of  the  danger,  by  lying  clofe  under  dxore, 
hke  a  wife  aftronomer.  Indeed  the  admiral*s  fatis- 
fadion  was  conliderably  dimini(hed,  by  the  mortifi- 
cation and  chagrin  he  felt,  upon  reflecting,  that  he 
was  denied  (hclter  in  that  very  country  which  he 
himfelf  had  difcovered,  and  annexed  to  the  crown 
of  Spain.  This  ftorm,  together  with  its  confequen- 
ces,  furniflicd  his  enemies  with  a  pretence  for  fay- 
ing, he  had  raifed  it  by  magic,  for  the  deftrudUon 
of  the  fleet  bound  for  Spain ;  and  what  added  more 
weight  to  this  fuppofition,  the  only  (hip  of  the 
eighteen  that  arrived  in  Spain,  was  the  Aguja  or 
Needle,  on  board  of  which  were  4000  pefo^  in  gokly 
belonging  to  the  admiral,  while  the  other  three, 
which  refifted  the  fury  of  the  ftorm,  were  forced 
back  to  St.  Domingo  in  a  (battered  condition. 

Columbus  having  refreftied  his  men  in  the  har- 
bour of  Azua,  failed  to  the  port  of  Brazil,  which 
the  Indians  call  Gracchimo,  to  (helter  him(elf  froqi 
another  ftorm  that  was  brewing ;  and  thence  de- 
parting July  14th,  was  becalmed  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  inftead  of  continuing  his  courfe,  he  was  carried 
away  by  the  current  to  certain  iflands  near  Jamaica, 
which  being  very  fmall  and  fandy,  he  named  Los 
Poros,  or  the  Wells ;  becaufe,  for  want  of  frcih 
forings,  he  ordered  his  men  to  dig  pits  in  the  fand, 
iFom  which  they  drew  water  for  the  ufe  of  the  (hip. 
TJicn  (landing  to  the  fouthward  for  the  continent, 
he  reached  the  iflands  of  Guanara,  near  the  pro- 
'  9)C^  now  called  Honduras,  where  his  brother  Bar- 
tholomew 
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tholomew  going  afliore  with  two  boats,  found  peo- 
ple like  thoi'c  ot  the  other  iflands,  a  great  number  of 
piae  trees,  and  pieces  of  iapis  calanniinaris,  which 
being  mixed  with  copper,  fomeof  the  ftamen  miftook 
for  gold,  and  concealed  accordingly.  While  he  re- 
mained in  this  place,  he  defcried  a  canoe  as  long  as  a 
galley,  and  eight  feet  wide,  with  an  awning  in  the 
middle,  made  of  palm-tree  leaves,  not;  unlike  thofe 
of  the  Venetian  gondolas ;  under  this  cover,  the 
women,  children,  and  all  the  goods,  were  Iheltercd 
fix)m  the  weather ;  and,  though  the  veflcl  was  man- 
ned by  twenty -five  ftout  Indians,  they  allowed  them- 
^  fclvcs  to  be  taken  without  oppofition. 

Rejoicing  at  this  opportunity  of  knowing  the  com- 
modities of  the  continent,  without  danger,  the  ad- 
miral ordered  the  cargo  to  be  examined,  and  found 
quilts  and  fliirts  of  cotton,  without  flceves,  curioufly 
wrought,  and  dyed  of  feveral  colours,   together  with 
large  (hects,  in  which  the  women  wrapped  them- 
fclves  •,  long  wooden  fwords,  edged  on  each  flde,  with 
flint  fixed  in  a  groove,  with  thread  and  a  bituminous 
matter,  hatchets  and  bells  of  copper,  with  plates  and 
crucibles  for  melting  that  metal.      The   provifion 
confided  of  fuch  roots  and  grain  as  are  ufed  for  food 
in  Hifpaniola,  and  a  fort  of  liquor,  made  of  maiz, 
refembling  Englifh  beer.      They  had  alfo  a  good 
number  of  cacao  nuts,  which  in  New  Spain  pafs  for 
money,  and  upon  which  they  Teemed  to  put  a  great 
value-,    for,  notwithilanding   the  confternation  with^ 
which  they  were  fei-zed,  when  they  found  themfelves 
prifoncrs  among  fuch  a  ftrange  race  of  men,  they 
never  failed,  when  one  of  thcle  nuts  chanced  to  fall 
upon  deck,  to  (loop  down  and  take  it  up  with  marks 
or  eagernefs  and  concern,  as  a  thing  of  great  confe* 
quence.     Nor  ought  we  to  omit  mentioning  their  ex- 
traordinary modeliv,  which  was  fo  remarkable,  that 
when  fome  of  them  were  pulled  on  board  by  tlieir 
elouts,  which  gave  way,  thL7   immediately  covered 
their  nudities*  with  their  hands,  and  the  women  wrap- 
Vot.  I.  L  pcd 
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ped  themfelves  in  their  fheets,  with  (igns  of  fhame 
and  confufion.  This  fenfe  of  decorum  had  fuch  an 
effcdt  upon  the  admiral,  that  he  ordered  them  to  be 
well  ufed,  reftored  their  canoe,  and  gave  them  Euro- 
pean commodities  in  exchange  for  thofe  articles  of 
their  merchandize  which  he  thought  proper  to  retain: 
however,  he  kept  one  old  man  called  Giumbc,  who 
foemed  to  be  the  wifcft  and  chief  man  of  the  whole*. 
that  from  him  he  might  learn  fome  other  material 
particulars  of  the  country,  and  ufe  him  as  an  interpre- 
ter among  the  other  Indians.  This  office  he  chear- 
fully  undertook,  and  faithfully  difcharged  in  the  courfe 
of  the  voyage,  as  long  as  it  continued  among  people 
who  underftood  his  language  -,  and  when  he  could  be 
no  longer  ft'rviceable,  he  was  difmifTed  with  manj 
valuable  prefcnts,  as  a  reward  for  his  fidelity. 

The  admiral,  though  informed  by  this  Indian  of 
the  great  wealth,  polirenefs,  and  ingenuity  of  dUi 
people  who  lived  to  the  weftward  in  new  Spain-.^  yet 
knowing  as  thefe  countries  lay  to  leeward,  he  could  fail 
thither  at  any  time  from  Cuba,  he  reiblved  at  prefcnt 
to  perfift  in  his  defign  of  difcovering  the  ftrait  in  the 
continent,  through  which  he  might  penetrate  into  the 
South  Sea,  and  reach  the  fpice  country ;  and  accord- 
ingly turned  to  the  caftward  towards  Veragua  and 
Nombre  de  Dios,  where  he  was  told  this  ftrait  would 
be  found.  Nor  was  the  information  untrue  ;  for  the 
Indians  meant  a  ftrait  of  land  or  ifthmus,  which  he 
miftook  for  a  narrow  gulph  extending  from  fea  to  fea« 
In  queft  of  this  ftrait  he  failed  towards  a  point  on  the 
continent,  which  he  named  Cafinus,  becaufc  there  he 
found  great  plenty  of  trees,  bearing  a  fruit  fo  called 
by  the  natives  of  Hifpaaiola  -,  and  near  this  cape  he 
faw  people  who  wore  painted  fliirts  or  jerkins,  znA 
clouts  made  of  cotton,  like  coats  of  mail,  fo  ftrong  as 
to  defend  them  againft  the  weapons  ufed  in  thaft 
country,  and  even  againft  theftrokeofan  European 
fword.  But  farther  to  tiie  eaftward,  near  Cape  Gra- 
cias  a  Dios,  the  natives  are  of  a  fierce  afpe£t  and 
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favagc  difpofuion,  go  ftark  naked,  cat  human  fle(h, 
and  lifli  raw  as  it  is  taken  ;  and  they  make  fuch  holes 
in  their  ears,  as  will  admit  an  hen's  egg  -,  from  which 
circumftance  the  admiral  denominated  that  coaft,  de 
Las  Orejas,  or,  of  the  Ears.  Turning  ftill  to  wind- 
ward, on  Sunday  Auguft  14th,  1502,  Bartholomew 
Columbus  went  afhorc  in  the  morning  to  hearmafs, 
with  the  colours,  captains,  and  a  good  number  of 
men  •,  and  on  Wednefday  following,  when  they  went 
to  take  poflTcflion  of  the  country  for  their  Catholic 
xnajefties,  above  one  hundred  Indians,  loaded  with 
provifions,  ran  down  to  the  (hore,  and  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  boats,  on  a  fudden  retired  without 
Ipeaking  one  word.  The  lieutenant  perceiving  their 
timidity,  employed  the  interpreter  to  allure  them 
with  horfc  bells,  beads,  and  other  toys,  which  pleafed 
them  fo  much,  that  next  day  they  returned  in  greater 
numbers,  with  feveral  forts  of  provifions,  fuch  as 
hens  of  that  country,  which  are  better  than  thofe  of 
Europe  -,  geefe,  roafted-fifh,  and  red  and  white  beans, 
refembling  the  kidney-beans  of  Spain.  The  country, 
though  low,  was  green  and  beautiful,  producing 
abundance  of  pines,  oaks,  palm-trees,  and  mirabo- 
lans,  together  with  every  fort  of  fruit  or  provifion  to 
be  found  upon  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  Here  like- 
wife  were  leopards,  deer,  and  other  animals.  The 
people  were  like  thofe  of  the  iflands,  except  in  their 
loreheads,  which  were  not  fo  high  ;  their  loins  only 
were  covered  •,  they  fcemed  to  have  no  religion,  and 
every  nation  fpoke  a  particular  language  ot  its  own. 
Their  arms  and  bodies  were  ornamented  with  different 
figures,  wrought  into  the  (kin  by  fire.  The  better 
fort,  inftead  of  caps,  wore  red  and  white  cotton 
cloths-,  forae  had  fhort jumps  without  fleeves,  that 
reached  to  their  middle,  and  others  had  locks  of  hair 
hanging  down  on  their  foreheads :  but  on  a  feftiva!, 
they  painted  their  faces  of  various  colours,  fo  as  to 
look  very  terrible  and  diabolical. 

L  2  The 
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The  admiral  fpcnt  fcventy  days  in  failing  fixty 
leagues  from  the  coaft  de  Las  Orejas,  to  the  eaftward, 
becaufe  the  wind  and  current  were  always  contrary  5 
but  as  there  was  good  riding  along  the  coaft,  he 
tacked  to  and  fro,  and  dropped  anchor  every  night 
under  the  land;  and  on  the  14th  of  September,  he 
reached  a  cape,  which  he  called  Gracias  a  Dios,  or 
Thanks  to  God,  becaufe  from  thence  the  land  trended 
off  to  the  fouth,  and  he  could  profecutc  his  voyage 
with  the  trade-wind. 

On  the  16th,  being  in  want  of  water,  the  admiral 
fent  the  boats  into  a  river,  at  the  entrance  of  which 
was  fuch  a  ripling,  occafioned  by  the  current  of  the 
ftream,  and  the  wind  from  the  fea,  that  in  returning, 
one  of  the  boats,  together  with  all  her  men,  was  loffi ; 
fo  that  it  was  named,  the  River  de  la  Defgracia,  or 
of  Difafter.     Running  itill  to  the  fouthward,  he  an- 
chored on  the  25th,  near  a  town  called  Cariari,  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  little  illand  named  Quiri- 
viri,  which  in  people,  foil,  and  f.ruation,    excelled 
every  place  he  had  yet  fcen  :  for  the  land  is  high,  and 
abounds  with  pafturage,  rivers,  and  woods.     Cariari 
is  fi'tuated  near  a  great  river  -,  to  the  banks  of  which  a 
multitude  of  people  reforted,  fome  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows,  and  others  with  ftaves  of  palm-tree,  as 
black  as  a  coal,  and  as  hard  as  horn,  pointed  with  the 
bones  of  fifhcs  •,  a  third  fet  were  furnifhed  with  clubs: 
they  fcemed  to'  have  aflcmbled   with  intention  10 
defend  their  country  from  invafion.     But,  perceiving 
the  paciBc  difpofition  of  the-  Chriftians,  they  expreflcd 
a  defire  of  bartering  their  commodities,  confifting  of 
arms,  cotton,  jerkins,   (beets,  and  gauninis,    which 
are  pieces  of  pale  gold,  worn  about  their  necks  like 
relics.     With  thefe  anicles  they  fwam  to  the  boats; 
for  the  Spaniards  did  not  go  r.lhorc  that  day  or  the 
next  i  nor  would  the  admiral  allow  his  people  to  take 
their  goods  in  exchange,  but  prefentcd  them  with  fc- 
veral  trinkets,  that  they  might  look  upon  the  Chrif- 
Mans,  as  men  who  dcfpifcd  all  mercenary  views.    The 
4  Icis 
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lefs  the  admiral  feemed  to  regard  the  traffic,  the  ti&ore 
cagemefs  th^y  difcovercd  to  trade  with  him,  and 
made  ligns  from  the  land,  inviting  his  people  to 
come  among  them ;  but  thefe  proving  inefie6lual, 
tfecy  retired,  lea\Sng  every  thing  they  had  received 
on  board  in  a  heap  upon  the  ihore,  where  they 
were  found  the  Wednefday  following,  .  when  the 
Sp^iards  landed.  The  Indians,  fuppofing  the  ftran^  . 
gets  did  not  confide  in  their  fincerity,  fent  down  an 
ancient  man,  of  an  ^wTul  prefence,  carrying  a  flag 
imon  a  flfaff,  attended  by  two  young  girls,  with  gua- 
111111$  about  theit  recks :  thefe,  at  his  earned  requeft, 
titefe  condufted  by  the  boat's  crew  on  board  the  ad- 
fhind^  who  ordered  them  to  be  clothed,  and  fed, 
1^  lent  on  fliore  again,  where  they  were  received 
with  much  fatisfadion,  by  the  old  man  and  fifty  na- 
AriA  affirmbled  on  the  beach. 
<'Next*day,  the  admiral's  brother  going  afhore  to 
Jdtati  (bttiething  of  the  country,  two  of  their  chief . 
riien  came  to  the  boat,  and  taking  him  by  the  arms, 
made  hint  fit  down  upon  the  grafs  between  them.  In 
this  fituation  he  began  to  interrogate  them,  and  or- 
dered the  fecretary  to  write  down  their  anfwers ;  bur, 
they  no  fboner  faw  the  peh,  ink,  and  paper,  than 
they  were  fcized.  with  confternation,  and  ran  away, 
believing  that  thefe  were  implements  of  forcery  :  for 
tjiey  had  performed  fome  ceremonies  of  exorcifm  be- 
fiwc  they  approached  the  Spaniards.  D.  Bartholomew 
having  quieted  their  apprehenfions,  vifited  their  town, 
where,  in  a  great  wooden  palace,  covered  with  canes, 
he  law  feveral  tombs,  in  one  of  which  was  a  dead 
body  embalmed ;  and  in  another  two  human  carcafles 
wrapped  up  in  cotton  (heets,  without  emitting  the 
kaft  odour :  over  each  of  thefe  catacombs  was  a  board, 
with  the  figures  of  beads  carved  upon  it  -,  and  on* 
fiune  of  them  were  the  effigies  of  the  defunft,  adorned 
with  guaninis,  beads,  and  other  ornaments  upon 
which  they  fet  a  value. 

L  3  The 
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The  admiral  was  fo  defirous  of  being  better  acr 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  this  country,  and  the 
manners  of  the  inhabitants,  who  feemed  to  be  more 
civilized  than  any  he  had  yet  feen,  that  he  ordere4 
fcven  to  be  taken,  and  of  thefe  h^  chofe  two  that 
Itemed  to  be  the  moft  intelligent,  fending  the  reft 
away  with  fome  prefents,  and  an  aflurancc  that  their 
companicni  were  detained  for  no  other  reafon,  thaa 
to  ferve  as  guides  and  interpreters  along  the  coaft^ 
and  that  in  a  little  time,  they  would  be  certainly  fee 
at  liberty.  Notwithftanding  thefe  profeffions,  they 
imputed  the  detention  to  avarice  $  and  next  day,  4 
number  of  them  coming  down  to  the  fhore,  fent  four 
ambaflfadors  on  board  ot  the  admiral,  to  treat  for  the 
ranfom  of  their  countrymen,  with  a  prefent  of  two 
wild  hogs,  which,  though  fmall,  were  very  fwecc. 
Thefe  deputies  were  entertained  with  great  civility ) 
and,  though  he  would  not  comply  with  their  requeft^ 
fent  them  away  well  facis6ed,  and  amply  paid  for 
their  hogs,  one  of  which  was  hunted  on  board  by  9 
kind  of  wild  cat,  of  a  greyifh  colour,  caught  in  i| 
wood  by  a  feaman,  after  he  had  cut  off  one  of  its  fore 
legs.  This  animal,,  which  is  as  big  as  a  fmall  grey- 
hound, leaps  like  a  fquirrel  from  tree  to  tree,  and  not 
only  fattens  upon  the  branches  witlj  its  claws,  bu| 
even  with  its  tail,  by  which  it  often  fufpends  itfclf, 
either  for  reft  or  fport.  Tlie  hogs,  though  naturally 
very  ferocious,  no  fooner  faw  it,  than  they  ran  about 
the  deck  in  a  fright ;  and  the  admiral  perceiving  their 
terror,  ordered  one  of  them  to  be  brought  near  the 
cat,  which  immediately  wound  its  tail  about  the 
hog's  fnout,  and  with  the  foreleg  that  remained, 
faftening  upon  its  poll,  would  foon  have  made  a  prey 
ot  ic,  had  not  the  people  interpoi'ed.  From  thefe 
circumftances  it  appeared,  that  thole  cats  hunt  like 
the  wolves  in  Spain. 

On  the  5th  of  Odober,  the  admiral  failed  into  the 
bay  of  Caravaro,  fix  leagues  in  length,  and  above 
three  in  breadth,  in  which  are  many  fmall  iOands ; 
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did  between  themr  the  (hips  fail  as  it  were  in  ftreetif 
brufhiog  the  trcts  on  each  fide.  The  vcflels  being 
anchored  in  this  bay,  the  boats  were  (ent  to  one  m 
the.  f Qands,  where  the  nien  found  twenty  canoes,  and 
dieir  people  hard  by  them  on  the  fliore^  ftark'nakedt 
liith  little  plates,  or  eagles  of  gold  about  their  necks. 
They  expi«fled  no  fymptoms  of  fear ;  but,  for  three, 
ImA-bells,  gave  a  gold  place  that  weighed  ten  du- 
cats, and  faid,  there  was  great  plenty  of  that  metal 
slpoii  the  continent,  at  a  very  fmaU  dtftance  from  this 


Next  day  the  boat's  crew  went  afliore  upon  the* 
riMW  land,  where  they  met  with  ten  canoes  full  of 
people,  who,  refofing  to  barter  awa^  their  plates^ 
Md  of  them  were  taken,  that  the  admiral  might  bavis 
^;ehaoce  for  acquiriAfl;  fome  material  intelligence,  by 
4Maiis  of  the  Cariari  interpreters ;  and  they  confinU'' 
^  wiud:  the  iflanders  bui  faid  of  the  gold,  whidi , 
VMat  the  diftance  of  two  days  journey  up  in  the 
MMUf.  From  this  'bay,  ^he  admiral  failed  into 
another  iiard  by,  called  Aburena-;  on  the  17th  he  put 
to  foa^  and  arriving  at  the  river  Guaiga,  twelve 
.leagues  from  hence,  commanded  the  boats  to  be 
lowed  afhore,  where  they  were  violently  affaulted  by 
above  one  hundred  Indians,  who  xan  furioufly  into 
the  water  up  to  the  middle,  brandifhing  lances,  blow- 
ing horns,  beating  drum$,  and  throwing  fea-water 
aoward  the  Spaniards,  at  whom  they  likewife  fpurted 
(Ghewed  herbs,  with  marksof.dete|lation  and  defiance, 
Ifotwichftanding  Uide  n^enaces;,  they  were  appeafed 
by  the  peaceable  behaviour  of  the  Chriftians,  and 
tat  a  few  horfe- bells,  exchanged  fixtecn  gold  plates, 
fo  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  ducats.  Next 
day,  however,  they  lay  in  ambufcade  for  the  boats, 
;and  perceiving  that  nobody  would  venture  to  land 
without  fecurity,  they  rufiied  into  the  water,  as 
they  had  done  the  preceding  da^,  and  even  threaten- 
lid  to  throw  their  javelins,  provided  the  boats, 
4l9t  lay  upoo  their  oars,  would  not  nctjurn  to  the 
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fhlps.  The  Spaniards,  exafperated  at  their  infolent 
behaviour,  wounded  one  of  them  in  the  arm  with 
an  arrow,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  adtniral  fired  a 
cannon,  the  explofion  of  which  terrified  them  jo 
fuch  a  degree,  that  they  fled  with  precipitation.  Then 
four  men  landing,  invited  them  to  return  by  figns,  in 
cohfcqucnce  of  which  they  laid  down  their  arms; 
and  coming  back,  exchanged  their  plates  very  peace- 
ably. 

Having  procured  famples  of  what  this  part  of  the 
country  produced,  the  admiral  proceeded  to  Catiba ; 
and  cafting  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  a  great  river, 
perceived  the  natives  aflembling  by  the  found  of 
drum-  a  id  horns.  They  fent.  two  of  their  number 
aljrg-fide  in  a  canoe,  and  thefe  having  difcourfcd 
with  the  Cariari  interpreters,  came  on  board  without 
any  apprehenfion,  and  gave  their  plates  to  the  admi- 
ral, who  in  return  prefenied  them  with  fome  baubles. 
This  canoe  was  fucceeded  by  another,  with  three 
men,  who  behaved  in  the  fame  manner.  And  amity 
being  thus  eftablilbed,  the  Spaniards  went  aihore, 
and  found  a  great  numbef  of  Indians  with  their  king, 
who  differed  ii;  nothing  from  the  reft,  but  in  being 
covered  with  one  leaf  of  a  tree,  becaufe  it  rained 
very  hard.  This  fovcreign,  by  exchanging  his  plate, 
fet  an  exan-plc  to  his  fubjeifts,  who  bartered  to  the 
number  of  nineteen,  of  pure  gold.  Here  the  Chrif- 
ti?.ns  faw  a  great*  mafs  of  wall,  feennngly  built  of 
ftone  and  iimc  •,  and  as  this  was  the  firft  part  of  the 
Indies  Vvhere  the  iid;iiiral  difcovcied  figns  of  ftrudlurc, 
he  'iroughc  away  a  piece  of  it  as  a  memorial. 

viaiiini/  ro  the  eallward,  he  pafled  Cobravo ;  and 
^\'i-  '..  i.ii  blowing  frefti,  held  on  his  courfe  to  five 
•  ■..:.,  <ii*  [-'Vi.\\t  trade,  am(;ng  which  was  Veragua, 
■>v..c;i:  ciic  Inciians  i^id  tlie  ^^1  :  was  gathered,  and 
iliv:  j.iau. -.  rianuiaviilarcd  Tn^^i  clay  li.  r.riived  at  a 
towii  caiicfi  Cubicra,  troni  wii»ci'-  lie  coiui':'..;.d  his 
voyage  :u  anotiier,  whi^h  hi*  ralkJ.  >.\;r:o-i;.v'iiu,  or 
tiiC  Beautiful  harbour  j  becaufe  it  is  ipaciuu?,  jK:pu- 

lous. 
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lous,  and  encompaflfed  by  a  well  cultivated  coun* 
try.  He  entered  this  harbour  on  the  2d  day  of  No- 
vember, pafling  between  two  fmall  illands,  within 
which  the  Ibips  lay  clofe  to  the  Ihore :  and  for  feven 
days,  during  which  he  continued  here,  on  account  of 
the  rain  and  bad  weather,  canoes  came  conftantly  on 
board,  with  people  from  the  adjacent  country,  to 
barter  provifions,  and  bottoms  of  fine-fpun  cotton, 
which  they  exchanged  for  pins,  points,  and  other 
trifles. 

■  On  the  9th,  he  failed  from  Porto-bello,  eight 
leagues  to  the  eaftward ;  but,  next  day,  was  forced 
back  four  leagues  by  ftrels  of  weather  ;  and  putting 
in  among  the  illands  near  the  continent,  where  now 
the  town  of  Nomb/e  de  Dios  ftands,  called  the  place 
Puerta  de  Baftimcntos,  or  the  Port  of  Provifions,  be- 
caufe  all  thcfc  fmall  iilands  A'ere  covered  with  grain. 
A  boat  well  manned  beting  Lnt  in  purfuit  of  a  ca- 
noe,, the  Indians  were  fo  teriified,  that  i hey  leaped 
intQ  the  fea,  and  eicaped,  notwithftanding  all  the 
efforts  of  the  Spaniards  -,  for  when  the  boat  ap- 
proached any  one  of  them,  he  dived  like  a  duck,  and 
came  up  again  at  the  diltance  of  a  bow-fhot  from  the 
place. 

Here  the  admiral  continued,  refitting  the  (hips, 
and  mending  the  cafks,  till  the  23d  of  November  j* 
when  he  failed  eadward  to  a  place  called  Guiga, 
where  the  boat's  crew  being  fent  on  (hoie,  found 
above  three  hundred  Indians,  ready  to  trade  for  fuch 
provifions  as  they  had,  and  fome  fmall  pieces  of  gold 
that  hung  at  their  ears  and  nofes  :  but  without  tarry- 
ing in  this  place,  he  put  into  a  fmall  pore,  which  he 
called  Retrete,  or  Retired,  bccaufe  it  could  not  con- 
tain above  fix  (hips,  and  the  width  of  the  mouth  did 
not  exceed  fifteen  or  twenty  paces,  though  the  rocks 
on  both  fides  appeared  above  water  as  (harp  as  dia- 
monds, and  the  channel  between  them  was  not  to  be 
fathomed.  The  admiral  was  decoyed  into  this  con- 
fined harbour,  by  the  mifreprefcntations  of  thofe  who 
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were  fent  to  vkw  it,  and  who  gave  a  favourable  ac- 
count of  it,  becaufe  here  the  (hips  muft  lie  clofe  to 
the  (hore,  fo  as  that  they  would  have  the  better  op- 
portunity of  trading  with  the  natives.  He  lay  nine 
days  in  this  narrow  place,  to  which  he  was  confined 
by  bad  weather ;  and  at  firft  the  Indians  came  very 
familiarly  to  trade,  until  they  were  provoked,  by  the 
infolence  and  diflTolute  behaviour  of  the  Teamen,  tm 
a&s  of  open  hoftility.  As  xheir  numbers  daily  in- 
.creafed,  their  courage  rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  refblu- 
tion,  that  they  canie  down  and  threatened  to  board 
the  (hips ;  and  the  admiral,  having  in  vain  attempted 
to  appeafe  them  by  patience  and  civility,  found  it 
abfolutely  nece(rary  to  alter  his  deportment,  in  order 
to  convince  them  of  his  importance.  He  therefore 
ordered  his  people  to  fire  (bme  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
they  anfwered  this  noife  with  (houts,  threfliing  the 
trees  with  ftaves,  as  if  they  defpifed  the  explofion, 
which  they  believed  to  be  the  efFeft  of  thunder,  u(ed 
to  terrify  them.  He  therefore  loaded  one  erf  the 
great  guns  with  (hot,  and  pointing  it  at  a  number 
a(rembled  on  an  hillock,  the  ball  fell  in  the  midft  of 
them,  and  foon  made  them  fenfible  there  was  fome- 
thing  more  tlian  empty  noife :  for  they  inftantly  fled 
with  fuch  confternation,  that  for  the  future  they  durit 
not  appear  even  behind  the  mountains.  Thefe  people 
were  the  bed  (hapcd  Indians. of  any  he  had  yet  fcenj 
tall  and  thin,  without  thofc  prominent  beUies,  fre- 

3uent  in  this  country.  In  this  harbour  were  abun- 
ance  of  very  large  crocodiles  or  alligarorSa  that  deep 
afhore,  and  emit  a  mufky  fcent,  and  are  fo  ravenous^ 
chat  they  will  devour  men  if  they  can  take  them  at 
advantage,  though  they  are  fearful  and  cowardly  when 
attacked. 

The  admiral  perceiving,  that  the  violent  winds 
from  the  caft  and  north-eaft  continued  to  blow  with- 
out ceailng,  and  that  he  could  no  longer  trade  with 
the  inhabitants  of  this  coaft,  he  refolved  to  return 
.and  latisfy  himfclf  of  the  truth  of  what  was  reported, 

con- 
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^nceroing  the  mines  of  Veragua  -,  ^nd  therefore,  on 
the  5th  ofDecember>  failed  back  to  Porto-beUo. 

Ne3(t  day,  the  w^nd  fliifted  to  the  weft,  but  as  ho 
^id  not  think  this  was  a  fettled  gale,  he  bore  up 
againft  ic  for  fpme  days,  during  which  the  weather 
was  fp  very  unfetcjed  and  unruly,  that  the  failors  coul4 
fcarce  ftand  upon  ijeck ;  for  the  flcy  feemed  to  be 
(inking  in  a  deluge  of  rain,  the  whole  air  appeared 
like  a  furnace  of  lightning,  and  the  thunder  roared 
fo  inceflantly,  that  the  people  miftook  it  fpr  the  firing 
of  guns,  as  fignals  of  diftrefs.  The  men,  who  were 
jconftantly  wet  to  the  ikin,  and  expofed  to  thefe  drea4- 
ful  peaU  and  ilaflics,  began  to  be  terrified,  and  to 
defpair*,  efpecially  as  the  wind  fhifted  in  their  teeth, 
whenever  they  endeavoured  to  make  any  ha]:bour: 
and  in  the  midft  of  this  danger  and  diftra£lion,  they 
were  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  overwhelmed  by 
a  dreadful  water-fpout  that  rofe  from  the  fea  to  the 
clouds,  as  thick  as  an  ordinary  butt,  whirling  about^ 
and  dafhing  with  a  m  jft  tremendous  roar.  To  com- 
plete their  misfortunes,  they  loft  fight  of  the  (hip 
Caino,  which  they  concluded  was  loft,  until  they  faw 
her  again  at  the  end  of  three  difmal  dark  days,  in 
which  (he  had  been  obliged  to  caft  anchor,  and  after- 
wards wa$  driven  to  fea,  with  the  lofs  of  her  anchor 
and  boat. 

The  ftiips  were  almoft  fliattered  to  pieces  by  the 
tempeft,  and  the  men  quite  fpent  with  cold,  hunger, 
and  fatigue,  when  they  were  relieved  by  a  calm  that 
lafted  two  days  -,  during  which  they  were  furrounded 
by  an  infinite  number  of  (harks,  fo  greedy,  that  they 
would  bite  at  the  hook  though  baited  only  with  a  red 
rag.  Many  of  thefe  were  caught,  and  out  of  the  belly 
of  one,  was  taken  an  entire  tortoife,  that  afterwards 
lived  on  board ;  and  from  another,  the  whole  head  of 
a  (hark  which  we  had  cut  off  and  thrown  into  the 
fea  :  (b  that  the  individuals  of  this  fpecies  focm  to 
prey  upon  one  another.  Though  fome  of  the  people 
|ooi;;ed  upon  them  as  ominous  fi(h,  and  all  allowed 

thty 
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they  furnifhed  a  very  indifferent  meal,  yet  the  failors 
ate  them  with  great  eagemefs :  for  by  this  time  they 
had  been  eight  months  at  fea,  and  confumed  all  their 
provifion,  except  the  bifcuit;  which,  from  the  heat 
and  moifture  of  the  climate,  was  fo  full  of  maggots, 
that  many  delayed  eating  till  it  was  dark,  that  they 
might  not  fee  the  vermin  they  were  obliged  to 
fwallow. 

On  the  17th,  the  admiral  entered  an  harbour,  three 
leagues  eaft  of  Pennon,  which  the  Indians  call  Huiva, 
and  there  permitted  his  men  to  repofe  themfclves 
for  three  days  -,  during  which,  they  perceived  the  in- 
habitants lived  in  huts,  built  upon  the  tops  of  trees, 
a  ftrange  cuftom,  which  mulb  have  been  owing  to 
their  fear  of  wild  beafts,  land- floods,  or  enemies  of 
their  own  fpecies  -,  for  all  along  that  coaft,  the  dif- 
ferent nations  are  at  war  with  one  another.  From 
this  harbour  or  bay,  he  failed  on  the  20th  ;  but  no 
fooncr  was  he  at  fca,  than  the  tempefl:  began  to  rage 
again,  and  he  was.  driven  into  another  port :  from 
whence  he  took  his  departure  on  the  3CI,  the  weather 
being  fomewhat  more  moderate.  But  as  if  Pro^- 
dence  had  refolved  to  thwart  the  expedition,  the  wind 
frefhencd  and  became  contrary,  fo  that  he  was 
bandied  about,  to  the  aftonifhment  and  terror  of 
every  perfon  on  board,  until  he  made  the  harbour 
where  he  had  been  before,  on  the  12  th  of  the  fame 
month.  Here  he  ftaid  from  December  the  26th,  tiU 
the  3d  of  January,  when,  having  repaired  the  (hip 
Gallega,  and  taken  on  board  a  fufficient  quantity  ot 
Indian  corn,  wood,  and  water,  he  failed  back  toward 
Veragua,  with  contrary  winds  and  foul  weather.  In- 
deed, he  was  fo  perplexed  and  fatigued  with  currents, 
tempers,  and  unfavourable  gales,  between  Veragua 
and  Porto-bello,  that  he  called  it  Colla  de  Contraftcs, 
or  the  Coaft  of  Contention. 

Two  days  after,  he  caft  anchor  near  a  river  which 
the  Indians  called  Yebra,  and  the  admiral  Bethlem  ; 
becaufe  he  arrived  on  the  fcaft  of  the  Epiphany.     To 
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the  weft  ward  of  this  was  the  river  of  Veragua,  the 
water  of  which  was  very  (hallow,  but  the  boats  weoc 
up  to  the  town  where  the  gold  mines  were  faid  to  be. 
At  firft  the  Indians  ftood  upon  their  guard,  and  threat- 
ened to  oppofe  the  landing  of  the  Spanisuxls ;  but  aa 
Indian  interpreter  going  a(hore,  and  giving  a  favour** 
able  account  of  the  Chriftians,  they,  were  appeafed» 
and  bartered  away  twenty  gold  plates,  fome  hoUow 
pirces,  like  jpints  of  reeds,  and  fome  grains  that  ne- 
ver were  melted,  which  they  (aid  they  had  gathered 
a  great  way  off,  upon  uncouth  mountains. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  the  admiral's  (hip  and  the 
Biicayna  went  up  the  river  Bethlem,  and  the  Indians 
caoie  to  exchange  fuch  things  as  they  had,  pardcu- 
hoAj  fi(h ;  which  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  come 
£0001  the  Tea  up  thefe  rivers  in  incredible  numbers : 
they  likewife  bartered  -  fome  gold  for  pins,  beads, 
and  hawks  bells.  Next  day  they  were  joined  by  the 
other  two  (hips,  that  could  not  come  in  the  preced- 
ing day,  for  want  of  water  at  the  river's  mouth.  On 
the  third  day  after  their  arrival,  Diego  Bartholp- 
.  mew  weixt  up  the  river  with  the  boats,  to  the  town 
of  Quibio;  fo  the  Indians  call  their  king;  who  hear- 
ing of  the  lieutenant*s  dedgn,  came  down  in  bis  ca** 
noes  to  meet  him,  and^they  received  each  other  in  a 
very  friendly  manner.  Next  day,  he  went  on  board 
to  vi(it  the  admiral,  who  made  him  fome  prefents, 
and  he  retired  very  well  plcafed,  after  a  converfa- 
tion  that  laded  a  whole  hour,  during  which  his  people 
exchanged  fome  gold  for  bells,  and  other  toys.   . 

On  the  24th,  the  river  fuddenly  fwelled  to  a  fur- 
pri(ing  pitch,  and  ruflied  down  with  fuch  impetuo- 
fity,  that  the  admiraPs  (hip  parted  her  cable,  and 
running  foul  of  the  Gallega,  brought  the  fore^maft 
by  the  board,  and  both  ve(rels  were  in  great  danger 
of  perilhing.  This  fudden  rife  of  the  river,  was  fup- 
pofed  to  proceed  from  fome  terrible  (hower  that  had 
fallen  upon  the  mountains  of  Veragua,  which  were 

named 
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named  St.  Chriftopher's,  bccaufe  the  tops  of  thertr 
reached  above  the  clouds. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  the  (hips  being  caulked 
and  refitted,  Diego  Bartholomew,  and  fixty-eight 
men,  were  fcnt  in  boats  to  the  river  of  Veragua,  and 
rowing  up,  arrived  at  the  cacique's  town,  where  he 
ftaid  a  whole  day,  inquiring  the  neareft  way  to  the 
mines :  in  confequence  of  the  intelligence  he  received^ 
they  travelled  four  leagues  and  an  half;  and  next 
day,  arriving  at  the  place  to  which  they  were  direAed^ 
gathered  fome  gold  about  the  roots  of  trees,  which 
were  very  thick,  and  of  a  prodigious  height.  As 
the  fole  aim  of  this  journey  was  to  get  informatioti 
concerning  the  mines,  they  immediately  returned  to 
the  (hips,  very  well  pleafed  with  the  fample : 
though,  as  they  afterwards  learned,  the  mines  from 
which  they  had  picked  it  were  not  thofe  of  Veragua, 
which  lay  much  nearer,  but  of  Urira,  a  town  be- 
longing to  a  people  at  war  with  Quibio,  who  had 
dircded  the  Spaniards  to  his  enemy's  mines  infteadof 
his  own. 

On  the  14th  of  February  1503,  Diego  Barthold- 
mew,  with  fifty  men,  followed  by  a  boat,  marched  to 
the  river  of  Urira,  feven  leagues  weftward  from 
Beihlem,  and  next  day  were  met  by  the  cacique, 
attended  by  twenty  men,  who  prefented  him  with 
provifions,  and  fome  gold  plates  were  exchanged. 
Having  relied  a  while  in  this  place,  the  Chriftians 
were  condudt-d  to  the  town,  where  they  were  hof- 
pitably  entertained  with  vifluals  and  lodging ;  and, 
toon  after  their  arrival,  vifited  by  the  cacique  of 
Dururi,  a  neighbouring  town :  he  was  attended  by 
a  great  number  of  his  people,  who  brought  fome 
'plates  to  exchange,  and  told  the  lieutenant,  that  up 
tht  country  there  were  caciques  who  had  abundance 
of  gold,  and  a  great  number  of  men  armed  like  the 
Spaniards. 

Next  day  Diego  Bartholomew  fent  back  twenty 
tten  to  the  Ihips,  and  with  the  other  thirty,  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  towards  Zobibra^  where  he  faw  above  fir 
leagues  of  ground  full  tk  maiz^  and  culdvated  like 
com  fields.  Here  he  was  kind!/  entertained  bf  the 
natives,  as  well  as  at  another  town,  called  Catet»» 
where  he  purchafcd  feme  plates :  but  having  now 
advanced  a  great  way  from  the  flxips,  without  finding 
any  harbour  along  the  coaft,  or  river  larger  than  that 
of  Sethlem,  where  he  could  conveniently  fettle  a  coi- 
iniiy,  accorcUng  to  the  intfendon  of  the  admiral,  he 
lecumed  with  a  good  quantity  of  gdk),  to  the  pbce 
fiom  which  he  had  taken  his  departure,  and  in  which 
ft  icfidution  was  now  taken,  to  make  a  fetdemenf^ 
with  eigh^  men  under  his  command.  Proper  di(- 
pofitkms  being  made,  they  be^n  to  build  houfes, 
ahmic  'ft  cannon's  fhot  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Bcihlem,  the  materials  being  timber,  and  the  thatch 
CQftfifiing  of  the  leaves  of  palm-trees  that  gfew  along 
ihe  IhoR.  Several  pieces  of  cannon,  with  powder, 
MDVifion,  and  other  neceflaries,  were  lodged  in  a 
nsfgt  magazine  erefted  for  that  purpofe;  while  a 
quannty  of  wine,  bifcuit,  oil,  vinegar,  cheefe,  and 
grain,  was  depofited  on  board  of  the  {hip  Gailega, 
to  be  left  with  cordage,  nets,  hooks,  and  other  fillv* 
ing-tacklc,  for  the  uie  of  the  colony.  Indeed  thefe 
laft  could  not  fail  of  being  (ignally  ufeful,  in  a  coun- 
try that  abounds  with  fuch  quantities  of  fiih.  The 
waves  took  them  with  hooks  made  of  tortoife-(hel1, 
which  they  cut  with  a  thread.  Among  others,  the 
fea  produces  a  very  fmall  B(h,  called  titi,  which  fly 
tip  to  the  furface  of  the  water,  where  they  are  caught 
is  little  marts,  or  fmall  nets,  and  being  wrapped  in 
leaves,  are  dried  in  an  oven,  fo  that  they  may  be 
kept  for  a  long  time.  They  iikewife  catch  abundance 
«f  pilchards,  which  being  purfued  by  other  fi{h,  will 
leap  two  or  three  paces  upon  the  dry  land  ;  though 
they  are  alfo  taken  in  another  manner.  In  the  mid- 
dle of  their  canoes,  from  Hem  to  flern,  the  Indians 
Itufe  a  partition  of  palm-tree  leaves,  two  yai-ds  high, 
tfid  plying  about  the  river,  make  a  noife  by  beating 
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the  Ihorc  with  their  oars,  fo  as  to  frighten  the  pil- 
chards, which,  miftaking  the  leaves  for  land,  leap 
upon  them  in  great  quantities,  and  fall  into  the  ca- 
noe. Befides  thefc,  they  take  great  numbers  of  other 
fi(h,  that  pafs  along  the  coaft  in  fhoals,  and  bake 
them,  as  already  obferved.  As  for  liquor,  they 
have  plenty  of  a  very  palatable  kind  of  beer  made  of 
maiz ;  and  agreeable  wine,  made  of  the  juice  and  pith 
of  a  certain  kind  of  palm-tree,  as  well  as  of  amiit 
that  refembles  a  pine  apple. 

Every  thing  being  completed  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  new  colony,  the  admiral  refolved  to  return  to 
Spain  without  further  delay ;  when  his  voyage  was 
cffeftually  retarded,  by  want  of  water  to  carry  him 
out  of  the  river,  as  well  as  by  the  terrible  furf  that 
beat  upon  the  fliore,  threatening  immediate  deftruc* 
tion  to  any  vefTel  that  (hould  approach  it.  This  cir- 
cumilance  was  the  more  unfortunate,  as  the  nuns» 
which  alone  could  fwell  the  river,  were  pad,  and  the 
bottoms  of  the  fhips  worm-eaten  through  and  through. 
To  complete  the  difalV.:,  it  was  cafually  difcovcrcd 
by  means  of  an  interpreter,  th.it  Quibio  intended  to 
fet  fire  to  the  houies  of  the  Chrillians,  who  had  made 
a  fctilement  in  his  dominions,  contrary  to  the  incU- 
nations  of  him  and  his  people.  In  this  dilemma,  the 
admiral  concerted  mcallircs  with  his  brotlier,  for  tak- 
ing the  cacique  prifoner,  together  with  his  principal 
men,  and  carrying  them  to  Spain  as  hollages  for  the 
good  behaviour  of  his  fubjeds.  Accordingly  on  the 
30th  of  March,  the  lieu:cnant,  with  above  fevcnty 
men,  proceeded  to  the  village  of  Veragiia,  conlifting 
of  draggling  houies  -,  and  at  a  fmall  diltance  from  it, 
received  a  mefTagc  from  the  cacique,  defiring  he 
would  come  up  to  his  houie,  which  llood  by  itielf  on 
a  hill:  notwithllanding  this  intimation,  he  refolved 
to  go  up  with  five  men  only,  after  having  ordered  the 
reft  to  toUow,  two  and  two,  at  fome  diftance,  and 
when  they  (hould  hear  a  muiket  fired,  to  befet  the 
houie>  that  nobody  might  efcape.    Quibio  meeting 
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him  at  the  door,  was  immediately  fcized  by  the  lieu- 
tenant, and  the  mufltet  being  fired,  the  reft  of  the 
Spaniards  furrounded  the  houJe,  in  which  were  about 
thirty  peffons,  who  feeing  their  prince  taken,  made 
no  oppofition.  But  as  they  were  conveying  the  ca- 
cique on  board,  he  contrived  to  jump  out  of  the  boat 
into  the  river  ;  and  as  it  began  to  be  dark,  it  was 
impolTible  to  hear  or  fee  how  he  went  afhore :  {o 
that  after  a  fruitlefs  fearch,  they  were  fain  to  row  on 
board  of  the  admiral,  overwhelmed  with  fhame  and 
vexation. 

Next  day  the  lieutenant,  finding  it  would  be  im- 
prafticable  ro  overtake  the  fugitive  Indians,  returned 
with  his  men  to  the  (hips,  and  prefented  the  plunder 
of  Quibio's  houfe,  worth  three  hundred  ducats  in 
places  and  eagles,  tq  his  brother  i  who,  having  de- 
duflied  the  fifth  part  for  their  catholic  majefties,  di- 
vided the  reft  among  thofe  who  went  upon  the  expe- 
dition. 

The  colony  being  now  fettled  under  proper  regu- 
lations, and  the  river  fwelled  by  the  rains,  CokimbuB 
ordered  his  Ihips  to  be  lightened,  and  towed  by  the 
J}QaiB  over  the  bar,   on  which  all  the  three  (truck, 
though  without  receiving  much  damage.    They  then 
tfK>k  in  every  thing  they  nad  been  obliged  to  unftow, 
.and  lay  waiting  for  a'fair  wind  to  fail  for  Hlfpaniola, 
fipm.  whence  the  admiral  propofed  to  fend  fupplies  to 
,lilt  new  fettlement.    In  this  interval,  the  boat  pro- 
•idclciiciaUy  went  afhore,  and  contributed  to  the  fafety 
<f  many  Spaniards,  whootherwife  muft  have  fallen  a 
.  Jtccificc  to  the  rcfentment  of  the  Indians  :  for  Quibio 
...no  ftwner  perceived  the  (hips  at  fea,  than  he  refolved 
'-4>  attack  the  fettlement ;  and  the  woods,  by  which  it 
,im  furrounded,  facilitated  the  enterprife.     But  the 
fS^tenant,  who  was  a  man  of  great  refolution,  fallied 
t<Mt  upon  the  enemy,  and  feven  or  eight  of  his  people 
■i^fiowing  his  example,  foon  compelled  the  favages  to 
jpetire  into  the  wood,  juft  as  the  boat  reached  the 
^^1^ :  though  not  .before  they  had  killed  a  Spaniard, 
.  Vol.  I.  M  and 
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dropped  all  their  anchors,  though  it  was  the  Iheet 
anchor  alone  that  brought  them  up ;  and  in  the  nM>m- 
ing  there  was  but  one  ftrand  of  the  cable  uncut,  ia 
that  if  this  had  given  way,  they  mud  have  perilhed 
upon  the  (harp  rocks. 

The  wind  bleing  abated,  he  failed  to  an  Indian 
town  on  the  coail  of  Cuba,  called  Mattaia,  where 
having  purchafed  fome  refrefhments,  as  the  winds, 
currents,  and  condition  of  the  fhips  would  not  permit 
him  to  bear  up  for  Hifpaniola,  he  ftood  over  to  Ja- 
maica, pumping  and  baling  all  the  way.  Yet,  not«> 
withftanding  their  utmoft  efforts,  the  water  rofe  up 
almoft  to  the  deck ;  and  when  day  appeared,  he  puc 
into  an  harbour  called  Puerto  Bueno,  but  finding  oo 
frefh  water  in  this  place,  he  fleered  to  the  eadward  io* 
to  another,  called  Santa  Gloria,  which  is  enclolcd  by 
rocks,  where  finding  it  impoffible  to  keep  the  (hips 
afloat,  he  ran  them  afhore  along-fide  of  each  other, 
and  propping  them  up  on  each  fide,  fo  as  to  keep 
them  upright,  ordered  Iheds  to  be  made  on  the  poop 
and  forecalUcs  under  which  the  men  might  be  fecuic 
from  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  as  well  as  the 
attempts  of  the  Indians.  This  expedient  he  cbofe 
rather  than  that  of  fortifying  himfclf  on  fhore,  bc- 
caufc  he  fhould  be  more  able  to  reflrain  his  feamen 
from  irregularities,  which  might  have  incenfed  the 
natives,  on  whom  he  entirely  dtrpended  for  fubfift* 
cnce,  his  own  provifions  having  been  either  fpoikd 
or  confumcd.  As  the  natives  referred  in  great  num* 
bcrs  to  the  fliips  with  what  they  had  to  barter,  he  ap- 
pointed two  pcrfons  to  fuperintend  the  market,  and 
prevent  abufes  or  frauds  of  either  fide,  as  well  as  ID 
divide  the  purchafe  equally  among  the  people,  that 
nothing  might  be  embezzljd  or  engrofTed.  His  re- 
gulation ^  were  alike  agreeable  to  his  own  men,  who 
were  plentifully  fupplied ;  and  to  the  Indians,  who 
exchanged  two  little  animals  like  rabbits,  which  tlief 
called  hutics^  for  a  bit  of  tin,  and  cakes  of  their 

bread  named  zabi,  for  two  or  tliree  glals  beads,  thou^ 
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for  a  quantity  of  any  thing,  thry  received  a  hawk's 
bell ;  and  a  cacique  or  great  man  was  fometimes  pre- 
fented  with  a  fmall  looking  glafs,  red  cap,  or  pair  of 
iciflars. 

Thefe  neceflary  fteps  being  taken,  the  admiraKs 
next  care  was,  to  confult  with  his  officers  about  the 
means  of  tranfporting  themfelves  to  Hifpanioia ;  and, 
after  mature  deliberation,  it  was  refolved,  that  two 
canoes  (hould  be  fent  thither,  with  an  account  of 
the  misfortune«which  had  happened  to  the  admiral, 
and  a  letter  to  the  governor,  dcfiring  that  a  fhip 
might  be  fent  immediately  to  his  relief.  The  ca- 
noes being  chofen  for  this  dangerous  expedition, 
James  Mendez  de  Segura,  the  admiral's  chief  fecre- 
tary,  embarked  in  one,  with  fix  Chriftians,  and  ten 
Indians  to  row  ;  and  Bartholomew  Fiefco,  a  Genoefc 
gentleman,  went  on  board  of  the  other,  with  the 
fike  number  of  hands ;  this  lad  having  orders  to  re- 
turn immediately  with  the  news  of  their  fafe  arrival, 
while  Mendez  (hould  continue  his  route  over  land 
to  St.  Domingo. 

In  a  little  time  after  the  departure  of  thefe  canoes, 
the  men  who  were  left  began  to  grow  fickly,  in 
confequence  of  the  fatigue  they  had  undergone,  and 
the  change  of  provifion  ;  and  (which  is  the  cafe  on 
all  fuch  occafions)  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  diffufed  it- 
iclf  among  them.  They  now  caballed  and  murmu- 
red in  private  againd  the  admiral,  faying,  he  had 
no  intention  to  return  to  Spain,  where  he  was  in 
diigrace  with  their  catholic  majefllies ;  nor  could  he 
have  any  hopes  of  aHiftance  from  Hifpanioia,  the 
governor  of  which  had  already  refufed  him  flielter 
in  his  diftrefs  :  and  laftly,  they  fuggefted  that  Men- 
dez and  Fiefco  were  both  loft,  otherwife  the  latter 
would  have  returned  by  this  time,  according  to  his 
promife.  For  thefe  reafons,  it  was  their  bufinefs 
to  confult  their  own  fafety,  by  leaving  the  admiral, 
who  was  now  lame  in  all  his  limbs  with  the  gout, 
and  follow  their  companions  to  Hifpanioia,    where 
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they  would  be  the  better  received  by  the  cOmmendaiy 
1  ares,  on  account  of  their  having  abandoned  Colum- 
bus, whom  he  hated.  Thefe  arguments^were  fuggefted 
and  encouraged  by  two  brothers,  called  Porras,  who 
alTured  them  of  prote6lion  on  their  return  to  Spain, 
from  the  bilhop  D.  John  de  Fonfeca,  as  well  as  from 
the  treafurer  Morales,  by  whom  their  fifter  was  kept 
as  a  concubine :  and  fuch  efFe£):  had  the  infinuations 
of  thefe  ringleaders,  one  of  whom  was  captain  of 
the  ihip  Bermuda,  and  the  other  comptroller  of  thp 
fquadron,  that  eight  and  forty  of  the  men  were  pcr- 
fuaded  to  follow  them  at  all  events,  and  to  provida 
themfclves  with  every  thing  neceffary  for  the  cxc^ 
cuiion  of  their  purpofe. 

On  the  2d  day  of  January,  captain  Francis  dc  Por- 
ras, whom  they  had  chofen  for  their  leader,  afcehding 
the  quarter-deck,  where  the  admiral  lay  confined  to 
his  bed,  "  What  is  the  rcafon,  my  lord,  (faid  he) 
^'  that  you  will  not  return  to  Spain,  but  keep  us  is 
*'  this  place  to  perifh  ?"  To  this  infolcnt  interrogar 
tion,    Columbus,    fufpcfting   the   confpiracy,    very 
calmly  replied.  That  he  did  not  fee  how  they  could 
recurn  to  Spain,  until  they  fhould  be  adifted  with  t 
vefTel  from  Hifpaniola;  that  no  man  was  more  de- 
iirous  than  he  to  be  gone,  as  well  on  account  of  his 
own  private  intereft,  as  for  the  fafety  of  his  people  i 
and  that,  for  their  fatisfadlion,  he  would  again  fum-' 
mon  all  his  officers  to  confult  about  the  means  of  gia*. 
tifying  their  inclination.  This  judicious  remonftrance 
had  no  weight  with  Porras,  who  faid,  it  was  now  no 
time  to  talk;  for  that  he  fhould  cither  embark  im- 
mediately,  or  flay  there  by  himfelf :  then  crying  with 
a  loud  voice,  ^'  I  am  going  to  Spain  with  thoie  that 
*'  will  follow  me,"  all   his   adherents  joined  in  the 
exclamation,  and  immedia.ely  took  poffefTion  of  the 
forccaflle,  poop,  and  round-tops,  fo  that  uproar  and 
univerfal  confufion  enfucd.     The   admiral,  though. 
lame  in  bed,  hearing  the  noife  of  t:  is  tumult,  ftarted 
yp  in  order  p  quell  the  mutiny,  but'  was  with-held 
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hf  kis  fervants*  who  were  afmd  that  he  would  be 
Biurdered  by  the  cooipirators.  They  likewife-  dif- 
armed  and  confined  his  brother  Diego  Bartholomew, 
who  had  bravely  ruihed  out  upon  the  mutineers,  with 
an  half  pike  in  his ,  hand,  and  entreated  Porras  to  bet 
gone,  without  doing  further  mifchief,  or  making  a'nyi 
actempt  upon  the  life  of  Columbus,  for  which  they 
could  not  fail  of  being  one  day  -  feverely  punifhecL 
He  did  not  think  proper  to  regard  this  caution,  but 
ftizing  ten  canoes  which  the  admiral  had  purchafed 
fiom  the  Indians,  embarked  with  all  bis  followers, 
who  exprefled  as  much  joy  as  if  they  had  been  alT 
nady  landed  in  Spain.  Upon  this  occafion,  a  good 
number  of  the  reft,  who  were  not  concerned  in  the 
oombination,  feeing  themfelves  abandoned  by  their 
fidbws,  and  defpairing  of  relief,  deiired  to  be  taken 
onboard,  to  the  infinite  ibrrow  and  mortification  of 
the  admiral,  and  thofe  few  who  remained  with  the 
fick.  In  all  probability,  had  the.  people  been  ii^ 
health,  he  would  have  been  deferted  by  the  whole 
company,  except  his  brother,  and  his  own  faithful 
fervants.  The  mutineers  in  the  canoes  rowed  towards 
the  eaft  part  of  Jamaica,  from  whence  Mendez  and 
Fiefco  had  taken  their  departure,  and  in  the  way 
committed  all  manner  of  outrages  upon  the  poor  In- 
dians, advifing  them  to  apply  for  rcdrefs  and  repay- 
ment to  the  admiral,  who  was  the  caufe  of  all  the 
injuries  they  fuftained,  and  to  put  him  to  death  in 
cafe  he  fliould  refufe  to  give  them  fatisfrtftion  :  for 
his  defign  in  flaying,  was  no  other  than  to  fubjed: 
and  involve  them  in  fuch  mifery  and  oppreffion  as  he 
had  already  entailed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  ifiand. 

Having  in  this  manner  done  their  endeavours  to 
embroil  the  admiral  with  the  natives,  they  began 
their  voyage  forHifpaniola,  with  fome  Indians,  whom 
they  compelled  to  go  on  board  every  canoe  as  rowers. 
They  had  not  made  four  leagues  from  land,  when  the 
wind,  which  was  contrary,    began  to  frelhen,  and 
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the  (ea  to  rife  ^  they  ihipped  fome  water,  and  hemg 
unacquainted  with  the  methods  of  managing  thole 
vefTels,  refolved  to  lighten  them,  by  murdering  the 
Indians,  and  throwing  their  bodies  into  the  fea.  This 
inhuman  fcheme  was  executed  on  fome,  and  the  reft 
leaping  over-board,  fwam  until  they  were  weary  ( 
then  hanging  by  the  canoes  to  breathe  a  little,  the 
barbarous  ruffians  cut  off  their  hands  ^  fo  that  eighteen 
of  thofe  poor  wretches  perifhed  in  this  deploraUe 
manner  %  and  not  one  would  have  efcaped,  had  not 
they  kept  a  few  to  fteer  them  back  to  Jamaica,  as 
they  now  thought  it  impra£bicable  to  profecute  their 
voyage.  When  they  landed,  a  council  was  held,  in 
which  fome  propofed  to  take  the  advantage  of  the 
cafterly  wind  and  currents,  for  running  over  tt> 
Cuba,  from  whence  they  could  have  a  fliort  cut  to 
Hifpaniola :  others  were  of  opinion,  that  they  Ihould 
return,  and  make  peace  with  their  admiral,  or  de« 
prive  him  by  force  of  the  commodities  and  arms  that 
were  ftill  in  his  pofleffion :  but  by  a  majority  of  voices 
it  was  agreed,  they  fhould  wait  for  a  calm,  and  put 
to  fca  again  directly  for  Hifpaniola.  For  this  oppof'** 
tuniry  they  tarried  a  whole  month,  during  which  they 
ravaged  the  whole  neighbourhood  of  Aramaquique, 
which  was  the  name  of  that  town  and  diftri^  and 
having  made  two  unfuccefsful  efforts  to  perform  the 
voyage,  marched  by  land  to  the  weftwanl,  plunder* 
ing  i:  ^'  dcfcncelcls  natives  and  the  weak  villages  in 
their  way. 

With  regard  to  the  admiral,  he  exerted  all  his  ad* 
drefs  an.:  induftry  to  efface  the  bad  impreflions  which 
the  mucineers  had  made  among  the  Indians  \  fo  that 
they  continued  to  fupply  him  with  provifions,  while 
he  employed  his  care  and  humanity  for  the  relief  of 
the  fick,  until  almoft  all  his  people  were  recovered: 
but  as  the  daily  expenceof  fubliftence  had  produced 
a  icarcity  among  the  Indians,  who  fow  very  little 
more  than  is  jult  neceflfary  for  their  own  occafionsi 
t^cy  began  to  be  remili  in  their  attendance,  elbecial- 
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Ijf  at  they  were  already  flocked  with  the  cotnmodides 
of  che  Chrifkiaos.  They  were  Ukewife  influenced  by 
the  defertion  and  malicious  infinuadons  of  fuch  a 
^munber  of  the  Spaniards,  who  had  left  their,  chief  in 
a€niation  which  no  longer  commanded  obedience 
Bad  xefped.  In  this  dilemma,  Columbus,  with  hjf 
wonted  i^acity,  fell  upon  a  very  extraordinary  ejc- 
|Kdient  for  retrieving  his  chara&er  and  afiairs  widb 
thofe  favages.  Knowing  that  in  three  days  theie 
would  be  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon,  he  fent  an  Indiaa 
aC'  Hifpaniola,  who  was  on  board,  to  aflemble  the 
princif^  inhabitants  of  the  diftrid,  that  he.mighc 
fer  with  them  about  an  afiidr  that  concerned  them 
rly  i  and  they  obeying  the  fummons,  he  told  them 
bf  Im  interpreter^  he  and  his  peq>le  were  Chriffians, 
and  believed  in  God,  who  created  the  heaven  an4 
iciffth,  protefted  the  righteous, .  and  punilhed  the 
widced ;  and  therefore  would  not  permit  the  rebd- 
liou  %>aniards  topafs  over  to  Hifpaniola,  thoi^h  he 
had  by  his  providence  condudcd  Mendez  and  Fieibo 
to  thatifland,  becaufe  the  intent  of  their  voyage  was 
laudable ;  that  the  fame  almighty  and  all-juft  Being 
was  incenfed  againft  che  Indians  for  having  neglected 
to  fupply  his  people  with  provifions,  and  determined 
co.punifb  them  with  plague  and  famine ;  as  a  certain 
soken  or  prefage  of  which,  they  would  that  very 
flight  fee  the  moon  rife  with  an  angry  and  bloody 
afpe&,  to  denote  the  mifchief  that  would  certainly 
£ul  upon  them. 

This  prophecy  had  different  efieds  upon  the  In^ 
dians,  fome  of  whom  were  terrified,  while  others  ri- 
diculed it  as  an  idle  ftory :  but  when  they  perceived 
the  moon  in  reality  eclipfed,  and  perceived  the  dark- 
nels  increafing  as  fhe  role,  univerial  confternation  pre- 
vailed among  them,  and  they  came  running  from  all 
quarters,  loaded  with  provifion,  and  entreated  the 
admiral  with  loud  cries  and  lamentations,  to  intercede 
with  God  in  their  behalf,  that  his  wrath  might  be 
averted,  and  they  would  (ox  the  future  take  care  to 
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fupply  all  his  wants.  In  confequcnce  of  this  pro^ 
mife,  Columbus  faid  he  would  ufe  his  influence  with 
God,  and  accordingly  ihut  himfelf  up,  while  they 
remained  without,  howling,  and  imploring  his  nSL 
tance.  When  he  perceived  the  eclipfe  beginning 
to  go  off,  he  came  out  of  his  cabin,  bade  them  be  <x 
rood  cheer,  for  he  had  prayed  in  their  favour  to 
fod,  who  had  forgiven  them,  on  their  promife  of 
being  kind  and  hofpitable  to  the  Chriftians  :  and,  as 
a  teftimony  of  his  forgivenefs,  they  would  fpeedily 
fee  the  moon  lay  afide  her  wrathful  countenance,  and 
ihine  with  her  former  fplendour. 

His  prognoftic  being  verified,  they  praifed  the  God 
of  the  Chriftians,  and  ever  after  continued  co  provide 
plentifully  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  admiral  and  his 
people :  for  though  they  had  formerly  feen  fuch 
eclipfes,  they  did  not  think  it  was  poflible  to  foreid 
them,  without  an  immediate  correfpondencewtth  the 
Deity,  and  therefore  confidered  Columbus  as  a  par- 
ticular favourite  of  heaven. 

Eight  months  having  elapfed  fince  the  departuit 
of  Mendez  and  Fiefco,  of  whom  there  was  not  yet 
the  lead  intelligence,  the  people  began  to  be  dejed- 
ed,  fuppofing  the  meflengers  had  either  perifhed  at 
fea,  or  been  killed  by  the  Indians  of  Hifpaniola,  in 
their  way  to  St.  Domingo.  Thefe  fears  were  confirm- 
ed by  the  information  of  the  natives,  who  faid  they 
had  feen  a  canoe  overfet,  driven  upon  the  coaft  1^ 
the  current.  Thefe  apprehenfions  increafed  every 
day,  and  at  laft  produced  a  fecond  confpiracy,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  one  Bernard,  an  apothecary  of 
Valencia,  who,  with  two  companions,  called  Zamora 
and  Viilatoro,  formed  a  fcheme  for  deferting  from 
the  admiral  in  imitation  of  the  other  mutineers; 
but  the  execution  of  this  project  was  prevented  by 
the  arrival  of  a  veflel  fent  by  the  governor  of  Hif- 
paniola.  The  captain,  whofe  name  was  James  de 
Efcobar,  having  come  to  an  anchor  near  the  wrecks^ 
vifited  the  admiral  with  compliments  from  the  ccm« 
mendary,  who  being  unprovided  with  a  (hip  fuffi- 
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dent  to  carry  off  fuch  a  number  of  men,  had  fent 
m  cafk  of  wine  and  two  flitches  of  bacon  in  a  pre- 
ifcnt;  and  thefe  being  delivered,  Efcobar,  wichouc 
wuttng  for  a  letter,  weighed  anchor,  and  departed 
^t  fame  evening.  Though  Columbus  was  extreme- 
ly mortified  at  his  abrupt  behaviour,  he  afFe£bed  to  , 
&y  that  the  caraval  had  failed  by  his  direftions,  be- 
caufe,  (he  being  too  fmall  to  convey  the  whole  com<» 
pany,  he  was  refolved  to  ftay  for  a  larger  veflel,  in 
which  they  might  all  embark  at  once.  This  declara** 
tion  had  fuch  an  effcA  upon  the  confpirators,  that 
they  poftponed  their  encerprize :  but  the  truth  was, 
Lares,  governor  of  Hifpaniola,  being  apprehenfive 
that  the  admiral,  upon  his  return  to  Spain,  would  be 
Feinftated  in  {the  government  of  that  ifland,  had  fent 
Efcobar  to  reconnoitre  his  (ituation,  and  fee  whether 
or  not  he  might  be  eaiily  deftroyed.  By  this  caraval, 
however,  Columbus  received  certain  intelligence  of 
the  fafe  arrival  of  Mendez  and  Fiefco,  at  Hifpaniola, 
and  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  (hould  be  relieved  ia 
confequence  of  their  rcmonftrances. 

They  had  embarked  from  the  eaftermoft  point  of 
Jamaica,  and  continued  rowing  and  paddling  two 
days,  during  which  they  fuftained  extremity  of  heat, 
chirft,  and  fatigue ;  for  their  frefh  water  was  almoft 
expended  the  firfl:  day,  and  fome  of  the  Indians 
aAually  died  for  want  of  refreftiment.  When  the 
iecond  day  elapfed  without  their  feeing  land,  they  be* 
gan  to  fufpedt  they  had  not  taken  the  right  courfe, 
and  univerfal  defpondence  enfued  :  but  their  hopes 
were  revived,  when  they  faw  the  moon  rife  over  land, 
which  was  a  fmall  ifland  called  Nazabazza,  at  the 
diftance  of  eight  leagues  from  Hifpaniola.  Thither. 
they,  rowed  with  their  utmoft  efforts,  and  next  morn- 
^'^g  going  afhore,  found  it  a  barren  rock,  without  tree, 
ihrub,  or  fprig;  neverthelefs,  they  took  up  plenty 
x«f  rain  water  from  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  fome 
of  them  drank  to  fuch  excefs,  as  produced  dropfies, 
Wid  othar  dangerous    diftempers.      Having   rciled 
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exchange  for  commodities,  with  which  they  wcie 
fupplied  by  his  diredion. 

Among  thofe  of  the  fide  of  the  admiral  who  fuf- 
fered  in  the  engagement,  was  Peter  de  Ledefina  As 
pilot,  who  fwam  a(hore  at  Bethlem.  This  man,  hay- 
ing received  a  number  of  wounds  in  the  fray,  fell  ovift 
the  rocks,  and  was  not  found  till  next  day  in  tte 
evening,  when  the  Indians,  to  their  utter  amazement^ 
difcovered  him  alive.  His  ikuU  was  laid  open,  lb  thic 
his  brains  appeared,  his  arm  was  almoft  cut  ofi^  ibib 
calf  of  one  leg  hung  down  to  his  ancle,  and  one  foot 
was  diced  from  the  heel  to  the  toes.  Notwithftandiog 
thefe  defperace  wounds,  he  frightened  the  Indians 
with  curfes  and  threats  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  thqr 
fled  from  him  with  the  utmoft  confternation  ;  and  bis 
condition  being  known,  the  admiral  ordered  him  to 
be  attended  by  the  furgeon;  and  to  the  furprizeof 
every  one  the  man  recovered  and  did  well. 

All  diflentions  among  the  Spaniards  being  thus  le* 
moved,  the  Indians  grew  more  cautious  of  giviog 
offence,  and  carefully  fupplied  them  with  provifioai 
and  a  year  being  elapfed  fince  the  Chriftians  wM 
wrecked  upon  the  ifland,  the  (hip  we  have  alicadf 
mentioned,  which  Mendez  bought  with  the  admird*t 
money  at  St.  Domingo,  arrived  in  Jamaica.  Coluok- 
bus  with  his  whole  company,  embarking  on  the  aSdi 
of  June,  fet  fail  for  Hifpaniola,  though  the  wind  and 
current  were  contrary,  and,  after  a  troublefome  voy- 
age, reached  St.  Domingo  on  the  13th  of  Auguft 
1504.  Here  he  was  received  with  demonftrations  of 
uncommon  civility  and  regard  by  the  governor;  who 
lodged  him  in  his  own  houfe,  and  fawned  upon  hiffi 
with  the  mod  abjed  fubmifilons ;  though  this  hofpi* 
tality  was  altogether  affedation  -,  for  he  fet  Porras  at 
liberty,  and  threatened  to  punifh  thofe  who  were  con* 
corned  in  apprehending  that  rebel.  When  the  ad- 
miral's (hip  was  reBtted,  and  another  hired  for  the 
convenience  of  his  friends  and  followers,  he  failed  for 
£urope  on  the  2d  of  September,  and  before  he  was 
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two  leagues  at  fea,  the  maft  of  the  hired  yefiel  coming 
b7  the  board,  he  fent  her  b&ck  itito  iht  Ikirboar  tb  be 
.repaired,  while  he  himlelf  proceeded,  on  his  voyage 
to  Spain. 

/  Puring  the  paiTage,  he  loft  his  own  fnun-niaft  ia^E 
ftorm,  and  this  damage  being  in  (bme  meafure  repair- 
ed hf  the  (kill  and  adivicy  of  the.  lieutenant,  (for 
the  admiral  was  lame  of  the  gout)  they  were  after* 
ward  expofed  to  another  tempeft,  which  carried  away 
ifaeir  foremaft,  and  in  that  condition  the  (hm  arrived 
ft  the  port  of  St.  JLucar  de  Barrameda^  Upon  hip 
landing,  he  was  informed  of  the  death  of  his  genefow 
fationefs  queen  Ifabella,  which  overwhelmed  him 
with  concern  %  for  though  he  was  coivteoufly  received 
kf  Ferdinand,  that  prince  began  to  think  the  advaa^ 
Mges  he  had  ftipulated  for  himfelf  weic  too  Mnfidny 
^Se,  and  accordingly  he  propofed  new  terms,  whid^ 
iiowever,  did  not  tSue  eSTed :  for  the  negodatioa  waa 
Jpfienrupted  by  the  acceflion  of  King  Philip  to  the 
throne  of  Caftile :  and  before  Ferdinand  returned  to 
VaUadolid,  from  whence  he  had  fet  out  to  meet  his 
ibn*in-law,  Columbus,  opprefTed  with  infirmities  and 
chagrin,  yielded  up  the  ghoft  in  that  city.  His  body 
was  afterward,  by  the  king's  order,  conveyed  to 
Sevil ;  where  it  was  magnificently  interred  in  the  ca- 
thedral, and  the  place  diftinguifhed  by  a  monument, 
on  which  thefe  words  were  infcribed : 

A  Caftiiia,  y  a  Leon, 
Nuevo  Mundo  dio'  Colon. 

Which  may  be  thus  tranflated. 

To  Caftile  and  Leon^ 
A  new  World  was  given  by  Columbus. 
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DISCOVERIES  of  the  SPANIARDS, 

From  the  Death  of  COLUMBUS, 
To  the  Expedition  of  HERNANDO  CORTES. 


AS  the  firft  difco\ cries  in  America  were  made 
and  purfucd  by  the  Spaniards,  their  tranfadions 
there  have  alfo  been  more  extraordinary  in  their  nature 
than  thofe  of  any  other  nation  ;  by  their  infatiable  ra- 
pacity after  gold,  and  their  inhuman  meafures  to  ac- 
quire it :  haraflfmg  the  natives,  rava^g  and  butcher- 
ing in  the  vileft  manner  where-ever  they  came.  What 
renders  thefe  tranfadlions  the  more  curious,  is  the  cip- 
cumftance  of  their  difcovering  and  fubduing  two  po- 
tent and  civilized  empires  in  thefe  hitherto  unknown 
regions ;  viz.  Mexico  and  Peru,  That  we  may  pre- 
fervc  a  connexion  then  in  the  detail,  it  will  be  proper 
briefly  to  trace  the  proceedings  of  the  Spaniards  in 
their  new  colonies  from  the  death  of  Columbus,  to 
the  time  of  the  expedition  againft  the  Mexicans. 

Nicholas  de  Obando,  who  was  governor  of  Hifj)a* 
niola  at  the  time  when  Columbus  died,  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  by  making  draughts  of  the  coafts  from  a  lurvcf 
which  he  had  caufcd  to  be  taken,  and  by  dividing  the 
Indians  among  the  Spaniards,  who  confidered  theoi 
merely  as  their  vaflals.  Gold  was  almoft  their  only 
purfuit,  and  fuch  quantities  of  that  valuable  metal 
were  found,  that  there  were  annually  melted  in  the 
ifland,  more  than  the  value  of  1 50,000 1.  fterlii^ ; 
and  yet  this  treafure  was  far  from  enriching  or  fatisfy- 
ing  thofe  who  v/ere  employed  in  amafllng  it, 

Juan  Ponce  de  Leon,  a  Spanifh  gentleman,  who 
had  one  of  the  provinces  under  his  command,  being 
informed  by  the  Indians  that  St.  John  de  Porto  Rica 
was  rich  in  gold,  obtained  a  licence  from  Obando  for 
planting  a  colony  in  it :  and  wliile  he  was  thus  em- 
ployed, 
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cloyed,  Obando  was  recalled,  and  Don  Die;  50  Coliim- 
fcus  came  a?  his  lather's  fuccelTor,  to  take  upon  hinv 
felf  the  governrnent  ot"  Hifpaniola.  He  brought  with 
fcim  from  Spain  a  new  governor  for  Porto  Jtico.;  b«i 
ponce  diiputing  his  authority,  the  young  admiral  fc% 
them  both  afide,  and  appointed  Michael  Cerron  go- 
vernor, and  MicJiael  Diaz  his  lieutenant.  However, 
#fter  this  Fonce,  by  the  intercft  of  his  friend  Obando, 
iprocured  a  commillion  from  Spain,  and  returning  to 
jPortoRico,  eafily  found  pretences  for  feizing  Cerron 
and  Diaz,  whom  lie  fent  prifoners  into  Spain,  and 
liien  profecuted  his  defign  of  conquering  the  ifland. 
But  though  he  found  this  a  more  difficult  tafk  than  lie 
fcad  imagined,  the  poor  Indians,  at  laft,  notwithltand- 
jjng  the  kindncfs  with  which  they  had  tfcated  hinj, 
mfcre  emirely  enflavcd,  and  at  length  extirpated.  Soon 
*fter  which  Ponce  dc  Leon  was  deprived  of  hjs  poft  j 
£ir  Cerron  and  Diaz,  prefenting  a  petition  10  the  court 
pf  Spain,  and  being  ftrongly  fupported  by  Columbus's 
3ntercft,  were  fent  back  in  order  to  poflefs  their  former 
employments.  Ponce  being  thus  reduced  to  the  ll?te 
of  a  private  man,  fitted  out  two  fhjps  for  making  new 
cUrcoveiies,  and  on  the  2d  of  April  1512,  fejl  in  with 
land  unknown  to  the  Spaniards,  in  the  latitude  9f 
30**  8',  and  believing  it  to  be  an  ifUnd,  n«mf4  ic 
^ICKida,    from   its    bcaudfiil  tppearaace,  and   qiatty 

fkalant  groves,  or  froiH  his  difcovering  it  01^  EaftcF 
unday,  which  the  Spaniards  call  Pafchft  Florida,  it 
being  the  finefl:  fcafon  for  (lowers. 

Tbe  iflaad  of  Porto  Rico  is  i«o  miles  in  len^ 
Aid  160  in  breadiji ;  its  northern  coall  is  in  i  S  der 
grees  of  latitude,  and  its  foutherij  in  17".  The 
xountry  confifts  of  a  pleating  yariety  of  hills  and  vaU 
Ipys,  woods  and  meadows,  abounding  in  all  the  tro? 
cjicttl  fruits,  and  well  watered  with  fprings  and  rivers : 
out  like  other  countries  within  the  tropics,  it  has  pcr 
liodical  rains,  and  ftorms,  and  fometimes  hurricane? 
iietween  Mldfummer  and  Michaelmas. 
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About  this  dine  Alonzo  de  O^eda,  who  had  ferved 
under  Chriftopher  Columbus,  petioKMiinK  for  a  paficnt 
for  making  new  fetdements,  obtained  wc  promife  of 
a  jgxant  of  all  that  had  been  difcovered  <m  the  conti- 
nent :  but  Diego  Nicuefla»  a  man  of  greater  weaUb 
imerpofing,  fi^pedthe  grant,  and  obtained  half  of 
it  for  himfelf.  The  court  allowed  the  former  all  dw 
country  between  Cape  de  la  Vela  and  the  gulph  0f 
Darien,  under  the  name  of  New  Andalufia  \  and  tfae 
lattser,  the  countty  from  that  gpulph^  to  Cape  (kadti 
aDios,  under  the  name  of  Caitilla del  Qro,  or  GoUea 
Caftile:  without  any  mention  being  made  in  didb 
grants  of  Di^o  Columbus,  to  whom  tfaofe  countries 
of  ri^ht  belonged,  on  account  of  their  bong  diii»vo^ 
by  his  father. 

Each  of  thefe  adventurers  fitted  out  two  i^efic||i 
with  ^ich  they  failed  to  St.  Domii^  in  Hiipaniotli 
where  they  quarrelled  about  their  refpeftive  rigHlai 
but  their  duputes  being  at  lengtl\  a^uffccd»  thqr 
left  that  ifland  in  the  ktter  end  of  the  year  I5ta 
Ojeda  took  on' board  Francis  Pizarro,  who  afterwMl 
conquered  Peru,  and  in  a  few  days  ^nived  at  Cm^ 
mari,  fihce  caUed  Cartha^na,  where  the  Indiw 
were  prepared  to  oppofe  hun,  on  account  of  the  JD» 
juries  they  had  received  from  feveral  Spaniih  adven- 
turers ;  who,  under  the  pretence  of  trading  widi  dieim 
had  bafely  feized,  carried  off,  and  enflaved  iievenl  ff 
the  natives. 

Thefe  people  were  of  a  large  ftature,  the  nien 
their  own  hair  down  to  their  ears ;  that  of  the  w 
was  very  long,  and  both  fexes  were  very  expert  tf 
ihooting  with  me  bow.  Ojeda  immediately  lent  diqn 
a  few  priefts,  with  Ibme  of  the  Indians  of  Hi^uudoh 
who  ^ke  their  langui^e ;  thefe  meflengqv  had  oiden 
to  perfuade  them  to  be  pe^uxabk,  and  fubmit  to  ^ 
Spaniih  yoke,  to  leave  off  their  idolatry,  cruelty,  and 
.  cwdr  vices;  though  Ojeda  refolved,  in  cafe  they 
«M|>vcd  p|>ftiiiate,  not  only  to  make  war  upon  tbcDt 

It  to  uuike  them  flieives. 

4  Ojeda 
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Pjeda  began  to  baiter  3¥tth  them  for  gold;  with 
Spanifli  toys;  but  finding  they  were  preparing  to 
attack  him,  he  fell  upon  them  \  made  a  sreat  flaugh* 
ter  I  took  fome  prifoners,  and  found  a  imali  quanti* 
c^  of  gold  in  Ibme  of  the  towns  of  which  he  madp 
himfelf  maftcr.  He  then  marched  four  leagues 
within  land,  where,  being  divided  into  fmall  parties^ 
they  were  every  where  cut  off  with  flights  of  poiibn* 
cd  arrows.  C^eda  and  another  were  the  oiuy  per* 
ions  who  efcaped,  all  the  reft,  amounting  to  feventyr 
Spaniards,  being  (lain. 

Happily  for  Ojeda,  Nicuefla  now  appeared  with 
his  two  veflels  on  the  coaft,  and  was  no  (boner 
informed  of  what  had  happened,  than  he  fent  for 
his  rival,  and  generoufly  told  him,  that  in  this  cafe 
diey  ought  to  forget  their  difputes,  and  only  to  re* 
member  that  they  were  Spaniards  and  gentlemen, 
and  that  he  would  therefore  revenge  his  1^.  They 
accordingly  united,  and  landed  400  men,  marched 
againft  the  Indians,  burnt  the  town  of  Yarbaco,  feiz- 
ed  a  vaft  number  of  prifoners,  and  as  much  gold  as 
amounted  to  7000  pieces  of  eight  to  each  of  the 
commanders. 

After  this  vid:ory  they  parted,  in  order  to  pur- 
fue  their  feparate  plans.  Ojeda  fixed  a  iettlenient 
on  the  eaftem  promontory  of  the  gulph  of  Darien, 
and  gave  the  town  the  name  of  St.  Sebaftian  ^  be- 
caufe  that  faint  being  faid  to  be  martyred  by  the 
poifoncd  arrows  of  the  infidels,  he  thought  him  a 
fit  patron  to  defend  him  from  the  like  weapons  of 
the  Indians.  But  finding  that  the  natives  were  ex- 
aiperated  at  his  making  a  fettlement  on  the  coaft, 
he  fent  captain  Encifo  in  one  of  the  (hips  to  Hif- 
paniola,  with  orders  to  bring  faim  as  large  a  fupply 
of  men  and  provifions  as  poflible,  and  in  the  mean 
time  drew  intrenchments  about  the  town,  for  his 
own  fccuriry.  However,  as  he  foon  wanted  necef- 
(aries,  he  was  obliged  to  make  exciirfions  into  the 
country,  by  which  means  many  of  his  people  were 

N  9,  killed 
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killed  by  the  poifoned  arrows  of  the  natives ;  the 
colony  was  reduced  to  a  moft  wretched  condition ; 
and  notwithftanding  the  arrival  of  confiderable  fuc- 
cours  and  reinforcements,  they  were  foon  again  re- 
duced to  the  utmoft  diftrefs  by  war  and  famine. 
hunger  frequently  forced  them  out,  while  the  na- 
'tivcs  conftancly  drove  them  back  with  the  lofi  of 
fome  of  their  men :  but  from  this  terrible  diftrefi 
they  were  relieved  by  the  dexterity  and  preienoe 
of  mind  of  a  very  extraordinary  man  brought  by 
Encifo. 

Nunez  or  Nugnez  de  Balboa,  a  peribn  of  good 
family,  great  abilities,  and  a  liberal  education,  had 
formeriy  failed  along  that  coaft  with  Baftidas,  and « 
had  afterward  obtained  a  good  fettlemcnt  in  Hif- 
paniola;  where  having  committed  fome  irreguhui* 
ties,  he  was  in  danger  of  being  put  to  death,  tn 
thefe  unfortunate  circumftances  he  caufed  himfelf  to 
be  put  on  board  Encifo's  (hip  in  a  bread  calk,  and 
after  having  remained  there  fome  days,  ventured  at 
laft  to  make  his  appearance,  when  the  (hip  was  an 
hundred  leagues  at  fea.  The  captain,  who  had 
been  ordered  not  to  carry  any  offenders  out  of  the 
ifland,  was  extremely  vexed  at  feeing  him,  and 
threatened  to  fet  him  on  (horc  in  the  firft  defert 
place  he  came  to  ;  but  the  principal  perlbns  on  board 
interceding  for  him,  Encifo  was  at  laft  pacified,  and 
granted  him  his  proteftion,  which  however  did  not 
efface,  from  Nunez's  memory,  the  ufage  he  had  re- 
ceived. 

This  pcrfon,  obferving  that  the  company  were  in 
defpair,  and  knew  not  how  to  aft,  endeavoured  to 
encourage  them,  by  maintaining  that  they  were  not 
in  fo  defperate  a  condition  as  they  imagined ;  obfer- 
ving tiiat  when  he  was  upon  this  coaft  before,  with 
Baftidas,  they  failed  to  the  bottom  of  the  gulph, 
where  they  faw  a  very  large  town,  (ituated  in  a 
fruitful  foil,  and  in  a  fine  climate :  that  it  was  in- 
deed inhabited  by  warlike  Indians ;  but  as  they  did 
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not ,  make  ufe  of  poifoned  arrows,  he  advifed  them 
to  get  off*  cheir  ftranded  brigantines,  and  endeavour 
to  Ail  thither. 

This  advice  being  approved,  was  immediately 
fUlowed  ;  and  they  failed  to  the  river  called  by  the 
Indians  Darien,  where  haying  viewed  the  place,  they 
found  every  thing  accordmg  to  his  defcriptiom  The' 
inbabitants  and  their  cacique,  being  informed  that  < 
the  Spaniards  were  coming,  fecured  their  wives  and 
children,  and  with  500  men  waited  for  the  invaders 
on  a  little  hill :  but  the  Spaniards  fell  upon  them, 
fbon  put  them  to  flight,  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
town,  which  to  their  gredt  joy  was  full  of  provi- 
fions.  The  next  day  they  marched  up  the  country 
a;id  the  neighbouring  mountains,  and  found  many 
lioules ;  but  no  inhabitants,  they  being  all  fled. 
They  however  feized  veflels,  houfliold  goods,  Ihort 
petdcoats  of  cotton,  great  quantities  of  cotton,  both 
^un  and  unfpun,  and  about  10,000  pieces  of  fine 
gold. 

The  fucccfs  of  this  enterprize  gainfcd  Nunez  much 
reputation,  and  he  began  to  be  in  very  high  efteem. 
It  was  now  unanimoufly  agreed  to  fettle  a  colony 
there,  and  to  call  it  Sanla  Maria  el  Antiqua  del  Da^ 
rien^  or  St.  Mary  the  Ancient  of  Darien.  The  firlt 
being  the  name  of  a  church  at  Seville,  and  the  lat- 
ter the  Indian  name  of  the  river. 

Nunez  now  fecretly  contrived  in  concert  with  his 
friends,  to  depofe  Encifo;  who  himfelf  foon  for- 
warded this  fcheme,  by  giving  orders  that  no  man 
fhould  trade  with  the  Indians  for  gold,  upon  pain 
pf  death  -,  which  railing  a  fufpicion  that  he  intended 
to  monopolize  the  trade  of  that  valuable  metal,  they 
threw  off  all  fubjedion  to  him,  alledging  that  his 
authority  was  expired,  as  they  were  out  of  the  limits 
of  Ojeda's  government.  They,  now  chofe  magif- 
trates  like  thofe  in  Spain ;  Nunez  de  Balboa  and 
Zamadis  were  eledted  Alcaldes,  and  Valdivia  was 
appointed  Kegidore-,   but  foon  difliking  this  fprqi 
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of  government,  new  debates  arofe,  which  were  ter- 
minated by  the  arrival  of  Koderic  Henriqucz  de 
Cohnenarei  with  two  fhips,  with  provifions,  mili- 
tat .  ft'ircs.  and  70  men  on  board. 

T  IS  officer,  wha  was  carrying  fupplies  to  Ni- 
CL"  Qa,  had  put  Into  a  port  at  50  or  60  leagues  dif- 
tan.'e  O.-m  this  plicc,  and  lending  his  men  on  Oiorc 
to  i.kr  in  water,  they  were  fudder.Iy  attacked  by 
7t  Indians,  who  wounded  45  of  his  people  with 
th^'ir  poilbned  arruws,  and  ftaved  the  boat.  The 
Spaniards  however  fwam  to  ihe  fliips,  though  all  of 
them  died  of  their  wounds,  except  one.  Seven  t^ 
the  Spaniards  however  hid  themfelvcs  in  a  great  hol- 
low tree,  in  order  to  fwim  to  the  ftiip  at  night; 
but  thofe  on  board  fuppofing  they  had  been  flain, 
fet  fail  for  the  bay  of  Uraba,  or  Daricn,  in  fearch 
of  Nirucfla.  Culmenares  meeting  no  body  on  the 
eafl  fide  of  the  bay,  where  he  cxpefted  to  have 
found  either  Ojeda's  or  Nicuefla':  men,  he  was  much 
furprizcd,  and  fufpefted  that  they  were  all  dead : 
he  however  caufed  fome  pieces  of  cannon  to  be 
fired,  and  fires  to  be  lighted  on  the  tops  of  the 
rocks,  which  being  oblerved  by  the  fettlement  it 
Santa  Maria,  they  made  fignals,  upon  which  he 
came  to  them,  as  we  have  already  rclatrd  1  and  gc- 
ncroutly  diftributing  his  provifions  among  them 
without  diftindion,  brought  them  to  agree  to  fend 
for  Niruf  JTa,  in  order  10  make  him  their  governor. 

We  (hall  now  return  to  Diego  Nicuefia,  who, 
after  his  leaving  Alorzo  de  Ojcda,  whom  he  had  fo 
ger.croufly  afiiftcd,  met  with  a  violent  tempeft, 
whin  lx.pc7.  dc  Olano,  his  lieutenant,  perceiving 
thr  Ihips  Icparated,  formed  the  defign  of  fctting  op 
for  hi[.,fclf,  and  leaving  his  patron  to  fhift  as  he 
could :  but  this  failing,  he  failed  to  Veragua,  the 
phcc  of  rendezvous,  where  he  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  the  people  to  abandon  their  original  defign, 
and  lo  return  to  Hifpunioh.  alledging  that  Nicuef- 
Htf  and  the  men  on  board  with  him,  had  doubtlefs 
yerilbed. 
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periihed.  Mean  while  a  Ihallop  entered  the  port 
with  four  men  on  board,  who  brought  advice  that 
Nicuefla  had  been  ftranded  upon  the  coaft;  and 
having  marched  a  great  way  with  incredible  fatigue^ 
.  was  now  on  (hore  with  his  followen  in  a  moft  mife* 
lable  condition.  At  hearing  this  news  Olano's  heart 
relented,  and  he  immediately  diipatched  the  ibaU 
lop  with  provifions  and  refrefliments,  which  iaved 
NicueiTa  and  his  men  from  perilhing  with  hunger : 
but  this  feafonable*  relief  did  not  in  the  leaft  foften 
chat  governor's  rcfentment  againft  his  lieutenant, 
whom  he  put  in  irons,  and  threatened  to  lend  him 
in  that  condition  to  Spain. 

Nicuefla  now  fettled  a  colony  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Belem  or  Bethlehem;  but  foon  became 
in  fuch  want  of  provifions,  that  leaving  only  a  part 
of  his  men  there,  he  £uled  with  the  reft  to  Porto 
Bello :  when  the  Indians  not  fuffering  his  people  to 
land,  he  was  obliged  to  fteer  two  .or  three  leaguea 
farther  to  the  port  called  by  Columbus,  the  Bafti* 
mentos ;  and  as  foon  as  he  entered  it  cried  out.  Pa- 
remus  aqui  en  il  nombre  de  Dies ;  that  is,  Lee  us  ftay 
here  in  the  name  of  God ;  whence  the  place  was 
called  Ncmbre  de  Dios.  Then  immediately  landing, 
he  began  to  ered  a  fortrefs. 

Nicuefla  being  foon  reduced  to  the  fame  fituation 
as  in  the  former  colony, .  was  obliged  to  fend  one  of 
his  veflels  to  Hifpanioia,  to  intreat  Columbus  tp 
grant  him  afliftance ;  but  fcarce  was  this  veflel  failed, 
when  that  with  Colmenares  arrived  with  the  above 
meflage.  This  captain  was  fo  amazed  at  feeing 
Nicuefla  and  his  people  lean,  ragged  and  bare-footed, 
that  he  could  not  forbear  fliedding  tears,  efpecially 
at  hearing  how  many  had  died,  and  the  great  dif- 
after  they  had  fuftaincd  -,  and  therefore  immediate- 
ly endeavoured  to  comfort  Nicuefla,  by  telling  him, 
that  the  people  of  Santa  Maria  defired  he  would 
come  and  govern  them ;  that  they  poflefled  a  plea- 
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farit  ind  fertile  country,   had  plenty  bf  provifioirt^ 
and  were  in  no  want  of  gold, 

Nicucfl'd,  now  recovering  his  fpirits^  returned 
thanks  to  heaven  for  this  unexpeded  news  ;  but  foon" 
forgetting  his  own  miferable  condition,  and  that 
thefe  people  had  voluntarily  made  him  an  offer  at 
becoming  their  governor  and  proteftor,  he  wasfo 
Imprudent  as  publickly  to  declare,  that  he  would 
take  all  their  gold  from  them,  and  punilh  them  fof 
landing  within  the  limits  of  his  grant.  Nor  was  this 
his  only  error  5  for  being  defirous  of  viewing  fome 
iflands  that  lay  in  the  way,  he  fuffcred  a  caraval  to 
fail  before  him,  in  which  were  perfons  who  acquain* 
ted  the  colony  with  thele  ungenerous  expreflions ) 
iipon  which  they  changed  their  refolutions,  and  re* 
folved  not  to  fuffer  him  to  come  among  them. 

Nicuefla  having  fpent  eight  days  among  the  ifl* 
tthds,  was  greatly  furprized  on  his  anchoring  at  the 
landing  place  at  Santa  Maria,  to  find  many  of  the 
Spaniards  on  the  Ihore  ;  and  at  his  being  ordered,  bf 
one  of  tiien%  in  the  name  of  all  the  reft,  to  return 
to  Nornbrc  yuc  Dios,  he  defired  they  would  hear  hiaif 
and  for  that  purpofe  the  next  day  came  on  Ihore^ 
when  the  people  attempting  to  feize  him,  he  efcaped 
bv  //.^ht.  Nicucira  now  intreated  that  in  cafe 
tlicy  would  hot  accept  him  for  their  governor,  he 
niight  be  at  leaft  admitted  as  a  companion ;  whick 
they  refufing,  he  begged  they  would  keep  him  as  a 
l^riibner,  fines  he  had  rather  die  than  go  back  to 
ftarve  at  Wombre  de  Dios.  But  notwithftanding 
this,  they  cruelly  forced  him  and  1 7  of  his  men  io- 
to  an  old  rotten  bark,  with  orders  to  return  to  xht 
%  from  whence  -  they  came,  on  pain  of  being 
t' Where  they  were.  There  is  no  doubt  of  their 
■ying -complied  with  this  inhuman  order,  but  they 
Visfe  tievef  feen  afterward. 

After  the  departure  of  this  Unhappy  man,  Nune2 
Balboa  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  a  prudent  govcr- 
r  i  he  made  great  uifcovcries  ;  was  the  tiiit  Euro* 
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t^fcan  who  faw  the  South  Sea,  and  prepared  the  way 
^or  the  conqueft  of  Peru.  As  his  hiftory  has  there- 
forc  a  clofe  conneflioA  with  that  conqueft,  we  fhall 
place  it  immediately  before  our  account  of  that  great 
event ;  4nd  proceed  now  to  thofe  events  which  pre^ 
pared  the  way  to  the  fubjeftion  of  the  Mexicans. 

Though  the  governments  beftowed  upon  the  above 
idvcnturers,  were  fo  many  violations  of  the  jufl:  rights 
of  the  admiral  Don  Die^o  Columbus,  he  was  very 
much  blamed  for  not  endeavouring  to  aOift.  them  to 
the  utmoit  of  his  power :  and  his  enemies  made  ulc 
of  this  corr  plaint  at  the  court  of^  Spain,  which  always 
looked  upon  him  with  jealoufy ;  and  therefbie  readi- 
ly liftened  to  any  accuiation  brought  aeainft  him.  Of 
tiiis  the  admiral  was  fo  fenfible,  uiat  he  left  no  flx)no 
unturned  to  fecure  to  himfelf  thefe  countries  to  which 
he  had  juft  pretenfions,  from  the  contraft  made  with 
his  father. 

Being  informed  at  the  be^nning  of  the  year  15119 
diat  the  court  was  very  defirous  of  having  a  colony 
planted  in  the  great  ifland  of  Cuba,  he  refolved  to 
be  beforehand  with  them,  and  to  fend  a  body  of  men 
thither  under  the  command  of  a  perlbn  whom  he 
could  trufl: :  that  having  a  lieutenant  there  of  his  own, 
the  court  might  have  no  pretence  for  making  a  grant 
of  it  to  any  more  adventurers,  as  they  had  done  of 
that  part  of  the  continent  difcovered  by  his  father, 
and  even  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  •,  which  however 
he  had  recovered.  For  this  puipole  he  made  choice 
of  James  Velafquez,  the  wealthieft  and  moft  efteem- 
ed  of  all  the  firft  Spanifh  inhabitants  in  Hifpaniola. 

Before  we  proceed  it  may  not  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  province  of  Guatiaba  lying  next  to 
Cuba,  and  the  diftance  between  the  two  points  be- 
ing only  1 8  leagues  -,  many  of  the  Indians  of  Hifpa- 
niola had  pafled  over  in  their  canoes,  and  among  them 
a  cacique  of  the  province  of  Guariaba  called  Hatuey. 
He  was  a  man  of  bravery  and  prudence,  he  took  as 
l&any  of  his  men  as  poflible,  and  fetded  on  the  neareil 
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country  called  Mayci,  where  he  treated  die  people 
as  fubjefls,  but  not  as  Daves.  This  catique,  fearing 
that  the  Spaniards  would  one  rirre  or  other  pafs  into 
Cuba,  kept  fpies  in  order  to  know  what  was  done  in 
Hitpaniola.  Being  at  length  informed  of  the  admi- 
ral's defign,  he  alfembled  the  moft  warlike  of  his 
people,  and  putting  them  in  mind  of  the  many  fut- 
ferings  they  had  endured  under  the  .'ip^iiiards,  told 
them  that  they  committed  thefe  outrages  for  the  fake 
of  a  great  lord  of  whom  they  were  very  fond,  and  whom 
he  would  (hew  them.  Then  taking  feme  gold  out 
of  a  little  palm-tree  balltet  added,  "  This  is  the  lord 
"  whom  they  adore,  him  they  follow,  and  as  you 
**  have  already  heard,  are  coming  hither  in  fearch 
**  of  him :  let  us  therefore  make  a  feftival  and  dance 
"  to  him,  that  when  they  come  he  may  order  them 
*'  not  to  hurt  us."  They  accordingly  began  to  fmg 
and  dance.  At  length  Hatuey  reminded  them,  that 
though  they  (hould  conceal  this  lord  of  the  Chrlflians 
in  their  very  bowels,  the  Spaniards  would  find  him 
out,  and  that  they  fhould  therefore  caft  him  into  the 
midit  of  the  river,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  Spanifh  inhabitants  of  Hifpaniola  were  no 
fooner  informed  that  Diego  Velafquez  » as  going  to 
plant  a  colony  in  Cuba,  than  many  of  them  relblved 
to  accompany  him,  and  about  300  men  alTemblcd 
in  the  town  of  Salvatierra  de  la  Zavana,  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  Hifpaniola,  in  order  to  embark  on  board 
four  Oiips.  From  thence  they  failed  in  November 
1511,  and  landed  at  a  port  called  Palina,  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  cacique  Hatuey,  who  ftood  on  his  de- 
fence, taking  advantage  of  the  woods  wlicre  the  Spa- 
niards could  make  no  ufe  of  their  horfcs.  After  two 
months  fpent  in  this  manner,  the  Indians  concealed 
themlclvcs  in  the  thickelt  parts  of  the  forefts ;  but 
whenever  they  appeared  they  were  hunted  like  wild 
bcafts  by  the  Spaniards,  who  carried  all  they  took 
to  VeLfquez,  when  that  commander  diftributed  them 
among  his  men.     Hatuey  withdrew  into  the  moft 
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iiVacceflible  places ;  but  at  length  had  the  misfcNtune 
to  be  taken  and  carried  to  Velafquez,  who  had  the 
omelty  to  caufe  that  unhappy  cadque  to  be  burnt 
dive :  upon  which  all  the  province  of  Mayci  fub- 
mitted ;  for  after  this  inhuman  example  of  fevelity, 
iicme  of  the  Indians  dared  to  oppde  him.  Velafquez 
now  began  to  think  of  dividu^  the  native  Indians 
anKHi^  the  Spaniards,  -  as  Obando  had  done  by  thofe 
in  Hifpaniola,  and  for  that  purpofe  he  founded  a 
town  at  an  harbour  in  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland, 
at  a  place  called  by  the  natives  Barracoa,  and  here 
the  firft  colony  in  the  ifland  was  fetded. 

On  its  being  known  in  Jamaica  that  Velafquez  was 
in  Cuba,  many  of  thofe  who  were  with  Juan  de  Ef^ 
qoibel,  Columbus's  lieutenant,  afked  leave  to  oo.  over 
aiid'firve  under  him ;  among  whom  was  Pamphiliode 
Narvaez,  a  gentleman  well  born,  who  brought  ao 
irchen  under  his  command,  and  having  a  ^rraomil 
teiftn  and  an  eafy  addrefs,  was  well  received  bf 
Velafquez :    he  fent  him  with  his  30  men  to  the 

] province  of  Bayamo,  a  fine  open  country  at  fifty 
eagues  diftance.  On  the  road  he  and  his  fmall  par- 
ty were  attacked  in  the  night  at  an  Indian  town,  by 
a  confiderable  body  of  the  natives ;  but  mounting  a 
mare  which  he  had  brought  with  him,  they  were  fb 
frighted  at  the  fight  of  that  noble  animal,  and  at 
hearing  the  bells  which  at  that  time  were  part  of 
file  trappings  of  the  Spanifh  horfes,  that  they  fled 
far  into  the  country :  and  Velafquez  fending  a  de- 
tachment to  join  Narvaez,  he  with  the  greateft  eafe 
becanle  abfolute  mafter  of  that  province. 

The  fine  and  cxtenfive  ifland  of  Cuba,  which  is 
fituated  in  between  20^  and  23^  nonh  latitude,  b 
upwards  of  800  miles  in  length  from  eafl  to  weft, 
and  generally  about  70  broad.  It  lies  about  50  miles 
weft  of  Hifpaniola,  and  ys  north  of  Jamaica.  To 
die  fbuth  are  a  great  number  of  fmall  iflands,  to 
which  Chriftopher  Columbus  gave  the  name  of  the 
(^en*s  garden,  and  to  the  north  are  a  imaller  num* 
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bcr  which  Velalquez  named  the  King's  Garden, 
whole  jfland  of  Cuba  is  very   plealant,    and  _ 

temperate  than  Hifpaniola.  On  the  ealtcrmoft  poins 
there  are  mountains  of  a  great  height,  wliich  ex- 
tend 90  miles,  and  through  the  middle  runs  a  ridge 
of  hills  from  call  to  weft,  from  whence  very  fine 
rivers  and  brooks  flow  down  both  to  the  north  and 
the  fouth,  through  the  plain  champain  countries 
which  lie  on  the  coaft,  till  after  a  (hort  courfe  they 
dil'charge  ihcmftlves  on  each  fide  into  ihe  fea.  Ji 
has  many  fti.e  h^trbours,  particularly  on  the  fouthern 
coaft,  where  there  are  that  of  St.  Jago  in  the  form 
of  a  crofs  1  thit  of  Xaquas,  to  which  the  (hips  pafs 
through  a  narrow  mouth  not  above  a  crofs-bow  fliot 
over,  and  then  turn  into  the  open  part,  which  is 
about  ten  leagues  in  compafs.  Here  there  are 
three  fmall  iClands,  fo  fituated  that  ihips  may  faften 
to  iUkes-  fixed  in  the  ground,  under  flielicr  of  the 
mountains,  and  lie  fafe  from  the  winds  blowing  from 
any  part  of  the  compafs,  On  the  north  fide  are  iillb 
fevcTuIgooJ  harbours,  the  beft  of  which  is,  that  now 
called  the  Havanna. 

When  this  ifland  was  firft  planted  it  was  fo  cover- 
ed with  woods  that  a  pt-rfon  might  travel  near  690 
miles  under  trees  of  var.ous  forts,  and  particularly 
red  cedars,  out  of  the  trunks  of  which  the  nativet 
made  canoes  able  10  contain  50  or  60  penbns. 

After  the  Spaniards  had  been  fettled  there  Ibmc 
time,  they  found  confiderable  q  uantities  of  gtdd 
in  the  rivers,  f 'me  of  which  was  very  pure. 
Though  the  original  ir.habitants  were  very  numerous, 
they  have  been  long  fmce  deftroyed  by  the  f  nielty  of 
the  Spaniards.  St.  Jago  in  the  fouth  p^ii  jr  the  ifl- 
and is  now  efteemed  the  capital ;  but  th.-  HavanflaJi 
on  the  north-wcrt,  is  by  far  the  moft  corliderable 
place,  on  account  of  its  trade,  and  its  being  the  an- 
aual  rendezvous  of  the  galleons  on  their  return  to 
Spain. 

Vclafqucz  having  reduced  the  beft  part  of  Cuba, 

and 
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end  planted  feveral  Spanifh  colonies  upon  that  ifland^ 
began  to  be  very  deurous  of  (baking  off  the  audio* 
rtty  of  admiral  Diego  Columbus,  under  whom  he 
4iad  hitherto  adied.  That  admiral  being  now  re- 
called into  Spain,  cppoftd  this  projeffc  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  power ;  but  he  had  fo  little  influence  at  th^ 
ungrateful  court,  that  he  was  unable  to  Carty  his 
point :  for  though  Velafquez  was  ftill  left  accoun- 
"table  to  him  for  the  exercife  of  his  authority,  yet 
he  was  not  allowed  to  recall  him  without  the  content 
cf  the  crown.  This  fo  weU  anfwered  Velaiquez's  pur- 
pofe,  that  he  reiblved  immediately  to  execute  a  pro- 
jeft  he  had  lon^  meditated  of  fitdng  out  (hip  for 
making  difcovenes :  and  no  (boner  were  his  mten- 
dims  known,  than  numbers  of  the  Spani(h  planters, 
who  were  grown  rich,  ofiered  to  contribute  large 
liuns  towards  carrying  it  into  execudoti^  among 
-ivhom  was  Francis  Hernandez  de  Cordova,  a  peribn 
of  great  wealth  and  bravery,  who  ofiered  to-  go  as 
captain. 

Cordova  having  fitted  out  two  (hips  and  a  brig- 
andne,  took  1 1  o  foldiers  on  board,  and  failed  (rom 
the  Havanna  on  the  8th  of  February  1517.  After 
bemg  twenty  days  at  fea,  during  which  they  lay  by 
in  the  night,  they  faw  land,  and  from  their  ftiips 
ohferved  a  large  town  at  about  two  leagues  fix)m  the 
coaft.  As  thev  drew  near,  two  canoes  full  of  men 
appeared  •,  the  Spaniards  haled  them  ;  and  thirty  In- 
dians went  on  board  the  commodore  drefled  in  jackets 
without  (leeves,  and  with  pieces  of  cloath  wrapped 
about  their  waifts.  The  Spaniards  gave  them  meat, 
wine,  and  firings  of  beads  s  after  which  the  Indians 
itdring,  made  figns  that  they  would  return  the  next 
day  with  more  canoes  to  carry  the  Spaniards  on  (hore^ 
iteming  much  to  admire  the  (hips,  the  men,  their 
beards,  cloaths,  arms,  and  every  thing  they  had  never 
feen  before. 

The  next  day  the  Indians  returned  with  twelve  ca- 
ii9es,  on  board  of  which  was  the  cacique,  who  cried 
•  .  out 


190        Difcoveries  after  Columbus's  Death, 

out  Conez  cotocbi^  or  Come  to  fitf  boufi^  from  whence 
that  place  received  the  name  of  Cape  Cotoche.  The 
Spaniards  then  entering  their  boats  and  the  canoes, 
took  their  arms  and  went  afhore,  where  an  infinite 
number  of  the  natives  waited  to  fee  them.  Cordova 
even  reiblved  to  attend  the  cacique  to  his  houfe,  in  or* 
der  tP  take  a  view  of  the  country :  but  entering  a 
wood,  the  cacique  gave  a  fignal,  and  inftantly  a  mul- 
titude of  men  ftarted  from  an  ambufcade  in  which 
they  had  been  concealed.  They  were  drefled  i|i 
jackets  of  quilted  cotton  to  iecure  them  from  being 
wounded  by  arrows,  and  had  wooden  fwords  edgpl 
with  flint,  ^ars,  bows  and  arrows,  flings,  and  tar- 
gets :  their  taces  were  painted  of  feveral  colours,  and 
on  their  heads  they  wore  plumes  of,  feathers.  Thde 
giving  a  loud  fliout  difcharged  a  fliower  of  ftones  and 
arrows,  and  then  rufliing  on  the  Spaniards,  fought 
with  niuch  refoludon,  till  being  dilbrdered  by  tiv:  dif" 
charee  of  the  muflcets  and  crofs  bows,  as  well  as  by 
the  marpnefs  of  the  Spanifli  fwords,  they  fled,  after 
having  1 7  men  killed,  and  many  wounded.  In  this 
adiion  were  taken  two  youths  who  afterward  became 
Chrilliaas,  and  were  called  Julian  and  Melchion 

The  Spaniards  now  returned  to  their  fliips  and  weft 
pleafed  at  their  having  found  people  in  many  refpefii 
different  from  thofe  they  had  himerto  feen,  and  par- 
ticularly at  their  having  oblerved  houfes  built  with 
(lone  and  lime,  which  were  the  firft  that  had  been  ob> 
ferved  in  that  part  of  the  world.  They  now  continued 
their  courfe  along  the  coaft  1 5  days,  and  then  enterinc 
a  bay,  landed  in  order  to  take  in  frefli  water,  of  whkl 
they  were  in  want.  This  place  being  by  the  Indians 
called  Quimpeche,  it  from  thence  obtained  the  name 
of  Campeche.  They  here  filled  their  caflcs  with  frdh 
¥rattr,  and  were  going  to  return  to  the  fhips  wheo 

f  were  noet  by  50  Indians  drefled  like  thoie  they 

icn  before,  who  aflced  them  whether  they  came 

the  place  where  the  fun  rifes :  and  conduced 

to  some  temples  built  with  ftone^  where  tbt 

Spa- 
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Spaniards  obierved  feveral  deformed  idols,  with  blood 
frefh  fpilt.  From  one  of  thefe  temples  came  two 
men  in  white  mantles,  with  long  black  hair  twifted  up 
in  rolls  behind,  and  holding  in  their  hands  little 
earthen  fire-pans  into  which  they  caft  a  certain  gum, 
and  then  perfuming  the  Spaniards,  ordered  them  to 
depart  the  country  on  pain  of  death :  at  which  they 
reared  in  good  order  to  the  fhore,  and  returned  to 
their  Ihips. 

They  now  fleered  fix  days  along  the  coaft,  and 
then  landed  at  about  a  league's  diftance  from  a  town 
called  Potanchan,  where  they  filled  their  cafks  with 
water ;  and  obferved  a  body  of  armed  men  advancing 
toward  them ;  but  it  growing  dark,  they  returned 
back  towards  the  town.  The  Spaniards  now  rafhly 
refolved  to  ftay  on  fhore ;  but  in  the  night  were  great- 
ly alarmed  by  the  noife  made  by  the  Indians,  and  at 
break  of  day  perceived  that  the  firft  party  had  been 
joined  by  feveral  others,  and  that  they  were  endrdy 
furrounded  by  a  great  army.  They  however  refolved 
to  make  the  beft  defence  in  their  power,  and  were 
quickly  under  the  necefTity  of  exerting  all  their  cou- 
rage :  for  it  no  fooner  grew  light  than  the  Indians  dif- 
charged  a  fhower  of  arrows,  darts,  and  flones,  bj 
which  about  80  Spaniards  were  wounded,  among 
whom  was  Cordova.  But  at  length  after  a  vigorous 
defence,  the  Spaniards  finding  it  impofTible  to  van- 
quifh  fuch  numbers,  made  a  furious  onfet,  and 
breaking  through  the  Indians,  ran  towards  their  boats, 
while  the  Indians  purfued  them  with  hideous  cries- 
The  boats  narrowly  efcaped  being  overfet  by  their 
crowding  into  them,  and  the  natives  were  fo  eager  to 
attack  them,  that  they  ran  into  the  water  to  wound 
them  with  their  fpears.  In  this  a£tion  47  Spaniards 
were  killed,  five  died  on  board  the  fhip,  and  all  the 
left,  except  one,  were  wounded.  It  was  therefore  re- 
folved to  burn  one  of  the  Ihips  for  want  of  hands,  and 
to  return  to  Cuba. 

One 
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One  of  their  greatefl:  misfortunes  was  thdr  having 
tieen  obliged  to  leave  their  caiks  on  flioie,  which  qc» 
cafioned  ucir  ibon  being  in  great  diftrds  for  want  di, 
water ;  and  Ibme  of  the  fbundeft  of  the  men 
landed  with  jars  to  fearch  for  i  frdh  fixpptyy 
find  none  but  what  .w^s '  braddfh :  this  obhsed  thAk 
to  fteer  for  Fiondzy  where  one  of  the  pilots  pad  been 
with  Ponce  de  Leon.    They  here  landed  near  a  creS^ 
and  having  pofted  centinels,  dug  pits;  and  fiixfiii^ 
good  water,  drank  ibme,  and  warned  linen  .for  die 
wounded  men :  but  when  they  were  about  to  ictiin^ 
one  of  the  centinels  having  ftepped  afide  with  a  haOdtt 
to  cut  down  a  palmetto  tree  near  the  creek,  the  oditt 
heard  him  cry  out,  and  inftandy  ran  to  ^vedie  alifiU^ 
Pyingf  Tofea!  tofea!  tbf  Indians  are  coming.    Mttf 
icanoes  were  inftandy  feer^  rowing  down  the  dxiSL 
filled  with  Indians  doathed  in  deer  fkins,  and  wxn 
with  bows  and  arrows,  iwords  and  Ibears,  who  lan^^g 
let  fly,  their  arrows,  and  wounded  fix  of  the  foMitA; 
but  ibon  perceiving  the  dreadful  efiefts  produced  by  Ae 
'  mufkets  and  crols-bows,  they  ran  back  to  their  caiMVi 
.OQ  wiuch  the  Spaniards  returned  with  fiifety  to  dMr 
ihip.    The  men  were  in  liich  diftrefs  for  want  tf 
water,  that  a  fbldier  leaping  into  the  boat,  ftincd  M'^ 
and  drank  fb  much  that  he  fwelled  and  died  two  S^ 
after.     In  fhort,  ^er  enduring  many  other  haitUdpi^ 
they  arrived  at  the  Hava^nah,  from  whence  QMtkfVI 
fent  a  pardcular  account  of  his  unfortunate  voyage'lO 
the  governor  Diego  Velafquez,  and  died  of  hi$  wouaii 
ten  days  after.  .  • 

Notwxthftanding  Cordova's  ill  fiiccefs,  his  aceeUit 

of  thb  yap^  gave  great  pleafure  to  Velafquez^  ^ 

fiecquendy  declared  mat  he  was  refolved  to  purfue  tw 

jBfcoveriea  as  ibon  as  an  opportunity  offered :  fiiicett 

Nfide  Indians  ieemed  more  dvilized  than  the  oditt^ 

jliey  were  probably  richer.   And  his  refolution  wittiV 

'  fconer  known,  than  fevcral  of  the  principal  inhahitffO 

o&red  him  their  afliftance,  which  4bon  enaibkd  fH^ 

,fo  lead  opt  three  /hips  ^d  ^  br^anijnfp* 
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This  fiiull  fquadroti,  which  was  conunandcd  bjr 
John  Grijalva  and  the  Captains  AXvmaOy  Montejo 
and  d'Avila,  who  had  ftri£t  orders  to  make  what  dif- 
coverips  they  could,  but  to  attempt  no  ftttkmcnts* 
lailed  from  Cuba  on  th6  8th  cf  Mny^  1 5 1 8«  ^(^  hav-  . 
ing  viftted  Florida,  and  difcoveredtheifla^dcf'Cazt£■ 
me!,  Tailed  along  die  coaft  of  the  continent.  Eight 
days  at'tei-,  they  reached  Potonchan's  town,  and  came 
to  an  anchor  j  upon  which  the  natives  being  ektai 
ivith  their  luccefi  in  driving  Cordova's  men  out-ofthe 
countrj',  took  up  arms,  to  hinder  the  Spaniards. from 
landing  :  but  bcitig  routed,  the'  Spaniards '  nuu^ed 
to  the  tovm,  whpre  they  found  onfy  three  of  the  na- 
bves,  who  being  well  itfcd,  were  lent  with  foflic  toys 
io  allure  tlLC  iniubitarits  back  ;  but  as  they  did  not  re- 
turn, the  Spaniards  reimbarked  and  fet  fall. 

Grijalvanow  continuing  his  courfe  by  day,  and  ly.- 
ing  by  in  the  night,  for  iear  of  falling  among  flatsand 
rocks,  difco'vercd'themouth  of  a  ki^  rivers  but  fii 
fiiallow  it  would  only  admit  fmall  veueln,  and  there- 
p  fore  they  could  only  lend  up  two,"  and  their  boats  well 
inanned ;  who  were  obliged  to  proceed  with  great 
prcmnlijcaion,  on  account  of  there  being  many  armed 
..tpdjans  in  canoes  along  the  fhore. ' 
■  "    This  river,  which  the  natives  called  Tabafco,'  the 
,  ^^wiiards  named  Rio  de  Grijalva,  from  their  com- 
^Under  in  chief,  and  landed  at  a  grove  of  palm-trees 
.•I^ODt  half  a  le^ue  from  a  town.  '  The  Indians  feeing 
i^^hem  leave  their  boats,   about  fifty  canoes,  full  of 
"^^cd  men,  moved  forward,  and  (topped  again  at  a 
II  diftance  from  the  Spaniards  ;  upon  which  the 
T  fent  Melchior  and  Julian,  the  two  Indians  taken 
j  Cordova,  to  inform  them  that  they  were  come  with 
other  view,  but  to  treat  with  them  about  feme  af- 
that  would  give  them  plealure.     Upon  this  the 
i{u  in  four  canoes  drew  near,  and  Grijalva  order- 
Ac  above  interpreters  to  tell  them,  that  he  and  his 
a"  were  the  fubjefts  of  a  great  King  to  whom 
iJity  princes  paid  obedience  •,  that  it  was  rcafojiable 
foL.  I.  *0  they 
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they  alfo  fhould  fubmit  to  him,  becaufe  it  would  be 
much  to  their  advantage  ;  and  that  till  the  Spaniards 
could  explain  thefe  afiairs,  they  muft  fumilh  them 
with  provifions.  To  this  the  Indians  prudently  re- 
plied, That  they  would  give  tliem  provifions ;  but 
that  they  had  a  lord  of  their  own,  and  knew  no  rea- 
fon  why  they,  who  were  but  ftrangers,  fhould  offer  to 
impofe  a  new  lord  upon  them.  However  that  they 
ought  to  take  heed  how  they  made  war  on  them,  as 
tliey  had  done  on  the  people  of  Potonchan ;  for  they 
had  provided  an  army,  which  according  to  their  man- 
ner of  computation  muft  amount  to  24000  men. 
That  they  knew  they  had  killed  and  wounded  above 
200  at  Potonchan  ;  but  that  they  were  not  fo  weak  as 
thofe  people.  They  concluded  with  obferving,  that 
they  were  come  thither  to  know  their  will*  and  would 
make  a  very  juft  report  of  what  was  faid  to  a  number 
of  very  great  men,  who  were  aflembled  either  to  treat 
of  peace,  or  to  renew  the  war.  Grijalva  then  gave 
them  firings  of  beads,  looking-glafles,  and  other 
things,  charging  them  to  bring  back  an  anfwer,  becaufe 
if  they  did  not,  he  muft  go  to  the  town,  though  he 
fhould  not  do  it  any  harm.  Having  thus  concluded 
the  conference,  he  returned  to  the  fhips. 

Thefe  peribns  having  delivered  the  meffage,  all  die 
chiefs,  who  were  ufually  confulted  in  martial  afiain, 
thought  peace  preferable  to  war,  and  immediately  fcnC 
a  number  of  Indians  loaded  with  roafted  fifli,  poultry, 
bread,  and  fcveral  forts  of  fruit.  Thefe  being  de- 
livered, they  laid  fome  mats  on  the  ground,  and  luaced 
upon  tlicm  feveral  forts  of  very  beautiful  'feather 
works.  After  which  they  let  the  Spaniards  know, 
that  then"  lord  would  come  die  next  day  to  pay  them  a 
vifit. 

Accordingly  at  the  time  appointed  the  cacique  ap- 
peared, attended  by  many  unarmed  men,  and  without 
fhewing  the  leaft  jealoufy,  went  on  board  Grijalva's 
Ihip.  That  commander  was  a  genteel  man,  of  about 
28  years,  and  had  on  a  loofe  coat  of  crimfon  velvet,  a 
2  cap 
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fthefatne,  urith  other  rich  oniainebts.  He  re* 
1  the  cacique  with  refped,  and  fitting  dow:^ 
)^an  their  difcouHe,  through  the  ni^um  of  i<^ 
:ters.  After  fome  time,  the  cacioue  ordered  an 
n  to  take  out  of  a  trunk  he  carrieot  fome  phtet 
Id,  and  thin  boards  covered  with  the  la^)e^  metal 
mour;  Thcfe  the  cacique  himfelf  triod  upon 
iva,  taking  off  thofe  that  did  not  fi^  and  apjply*- 
thers,  till  he  had  put  him  on  a  cooopleat  iuic  of 
armour  that  fitted  him  as  well  as  it  it  bad.beoi 
for  him.  He  alio  prefented  lum  various  works 
id  and  feathers.  In  return  Grijalva  called  6xr  a 
Sne  Ihirt,  and  with  his  own  hands  put  it  upcm^ 
icique,  as  he  alfo  did  his  great  coat  of  crimfon 
t.  He  then  put  on  his  feet  a  i>air  of  new  Ihoes  % 
pve  him  fome  of  the  beft  fixings  of  beajds  and 
Dg-glafies,  with  fciflars,  knives, .  and.fevcral  toys 
of  tin,  fome  of  which  he.alibgavetoalltheca^ 
*s  attendants.  The  cacique's  prcfent  ix>  GMjidva 
forth  about  3000  pieces  of  eight,  and  aniong  the 
were  a  wooden  head-piece  covered  with  thin 
rof  gold,  and  three  or  four  maflcs,  fome  of 
I  were  covered  with  a  fort  of  ftones  like  eme«» 
The  fi^ht  of  thefe  things  made  the  Spaniards 
eager  to  Sttie  in  a  country  that  produced  fuch 
vealth. 

ijalva  having  received  this  coniiderable  prefent, 
leing  fenfible  that  the  Indians  were  not  willing 
Jieir  guefts  (hould  ftay  long,  proceeded  farther, 
a  two  days  came  to  a  town  called  Agualunco, 
1  the  Spaniards  named  Le-Rambla,  where  the 
litants  appeared  at  a  diftance,  with  targets  of  tor* 
hell,  which  glittering  in  the  fun,  nude  fome  of 
jptniards'  fancy  they  were  of  gold. 
uing  from  hence,  the  Spaniards  faw  feveral  other 
^  in  one  of  which  they  obferved  the  Indians 
ng  large  pieces  of  white  cloth  fattened  to  poles, 
inviting  them  to  land  ;  whereupon  Grijalva  or- 
1  Captain  de  Montejo  to  go  on  (horc  with  all  the 

O  a  mut* 
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mufketeers,  and  twenty  other  foldicrs,  and  that  ia 
cafe  the  Indians  appeared  in  a  warlike  pofture,  he 
(hould  give  notice,  in  order  that  fuccours  might  be 
fent  him. 

It  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  this  coaft  was  part 
of  the  great  empire  of  Mexico,  and  that  Motezuma, 
trho  was  then  feated  on  the  throne,  having  heard  of 
the  exploits  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  pains  they  took 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  maritime  parts  of  his 
empire,  began  to  grow  uneaify,  and  longed  to  know 
why  they  took  fuch  pains  to  learn  the  ftate  of  coun- 
tries that  did  not  belong  to  them.  To  obtain  this 
intelligence,  he  had  given  diredtions  to  the  governors 
of  fome  of  thefe  provinces  to  entertain  thefe  (Irangers 
civilly,  to  feize  every  opportunity  of  trading  with 
them,  and  to  fend  him  from  time  to  time  fuch  an  ac- 
count of  their  motions,  as  might  enable  him  clearly 
to  difcern  what  opinion  he  ought  to  entertain  of  them, 
and  in  confequence  of  thefe  inftrudlioni  the  Indians 
made  fignals  to  invite  them  on  (tiore. 

As  foon,  therefore,  as  Montejo  and  his  men  were 
landed,  the  Mexicans  offered  them  fowls,  bread,  and 
fruit,  and  perfumed  the  Spaniards  by  burning  gum 
copal  in  little  fire-pans.  Montejo  inftantly  lent  advice 
to  Gr  jalva  of  ihe  friendly  manner  in  which  he  was  re- 
ceived, upon  which  that  commander  came  up  with 
the  Ihips,  landed,  and  gave  the  people  fome  glafs 
beads  and  necklaces.  He  was  treated  with  great  re- 
ipc6l  by  the  emperor  of  Mexico's  governor,  and  his 
principal  officers,  who  ordering  the  Indians  to  bring 
gold  to  barter,  the  Spaniards,  during  the  fix  days  they 
ftaid  there,  purchaled  gold  toys  of  ieveral  (hapes,  to 
the  value  of  15,000  pieces  of  eight. 

At  length  Grijalva,  having  made  prefents  to  the 
jprincipal  perfons,  and  taking  poflefllon  of  the  country 
lor  the  king  of  Spain,  in  the  name  of  Diego  Velaf- 
quez,  embarked  and  touched  at  feveral  idands,  and 
having  landed  in  one  of  them,  with  30  foldiers,  found 
a  temple  in  which  were  feveral  idols,  and  four  men 

dreifcci 


■    I 


Q^dBra,  in  long  black  niutfes  aicul  hoods,  wtao  yirnt  ' 

iicfcs  of  the  temple,  andt  fiad  that  very  day  il^>^ 

two  boys  who  were  foundrim)ed  open,  .and  tbei^ 

.     rstaj^enout;  a  pictt  of  criKUty  which 

mt^  Spaniards  with  hqrror.    To  this  iflanidl^  wliic|^ 

.WIS  called  Ulua/  GrnalVa  gave  the  lume  of  St^ 

Baptift,  but  it  has  ^cri^rfinde  been  cftUi^St. 

de  tJlua,  to  diflinguilki  it  fiom  Si.  John  de 

»m>  Rico. 


I  .  :; 


ii'--  ir-« 
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Grijiflva^  having  ftaid  ieven .  dap  at  this  ifland|^  . 
iowuring  which  he  baiteim  for  a  (maU.  quantity  ofgbld^! 
^''fibt  Velafquez  ah  account  of  his  diicoveries  by. 

vvrado,  with  all  the  ffpld  and  other  things  they*  had' 
iffned  from  the  Indians.  *  Velaiquez  was  great^  • 
with  the  account  he  received ;   but .  Alveradi^ 
_  been  very  defirous  of  fettling  a  colony,  gav^^ 
I^^Xory  ill  imprelfions  dT  Gi^alva,  who  had  ierv<^ 
'lum  fidtiifully^  and  paid  the  llrtdtft  regards  to  lua 
ovdcn* 

Iq  th6  mean  time  Grijalva^  by  the  advice  of  the 
other  captains  and  pilots,  coafted  along  in  fight  of  the 
biountains  of  Tufpa,  and  afterwards  failed  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Tarala,  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  St.  Anthony,  and  there  careened  one  of  the 
Ihips  that  was  leaky.  While  they  were  here  many 
Indians  came  from  k  town  at  a  league's  diftance,  with 
bread,  poultry,  and  other  provifions,  which  they  fold 
for  Spanifh  toys :  and  the  news  of  this  traffic  being 
fbon  fpread  abroad,  others  came  from  Guazacoalla, 
and  the  reft  of  the  neighbouring  towns,  bringing  pro- 
yilions,  arid  very  bright  copper-axcs  wijh  painted 
handles  ;  the  Spaniards  thinking  thefe  axes  were  gold, 
purchafed  600  of  them,  and  the  Indians  would  wil- 
lingly have  parted  with  more. 

While  the  Spaniards  were  here,  a  foldier  entered  a 
tenople  that  ftood  in  the  fields,  whence  he  took  the 
incenfe' called  by  the  Indians  Copal,  the  facrificing 
knives,  and  feme  idols,  which  he  delivered  to  the 
tx>mmander  in  chief,  after  his  having  firft  taken  off 
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^^r.«.^^:.i«i  ^Z^uj^'ivs^s  Death,  &c. 

.tiudULS^  places,  and  crowns  of  gold, 
.  !^^c^  j£  eight ;  but  not  being  able 
jy  ic  obtaining  this  booty,  Grijahra 

^^     i    vhat  he    had  done,  and  ordered 

.  .*i.^   -J  oc  Token  from  him  -,  but  afterwards  re- 
:«wiii  -.'J  4um  again,  upon  his  paying  the  fifth  to 

.Uk.i  .:ii:»  place  Grijalva  fet  fail  for  Cuba,  and  in 

,...y^  virtved  at  the  port  of  Matancas  in  that  ifland, 

....  ,  ivj  'diue  of  4000  pieces  of  eight  in  gold,  bc- 

^.:>  «iuc  had  been  brought  by  Alverado.     In  this 

W.L  ori'diva  received  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  or- 

jii.ig  him  to  haften  to  the  port  of  St.  Jago,  and  to 

iiui  lu  the  men  that  another  fleet  was  fitting  out,  in 

ttjci  CO  make  a  fettlement.     Grijalva  obeyed  this 

oiiiiiK>ns  ;  but  on  his  arrival  at  St.  Jago,  met  with  ^ 

'CI  w  cold  reception  from  Velafquez,  who  gave  the 

..^iiimand  of  the  fleet  to  Hernando  Cortes,  wluci^ 

xmgs  us  to  his  celebrated  expedition. 
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HERNANDO    CORTES. 


HErnando  Cortes  was  born  at  Mcdelin,  d  town  of 
Eftremadura,  in  Spain  -,  and  being  bred  to  a 
military  life,  he  determined  to  pufti  his  fortune  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  whither  he  failed  in  the  year  1 504, 
with  letters  of  recommendation  to  his  kinfman  Don 
Nicholas  de  Obando,  who  was  at  that  time  governor 
of  Hiipaniola.  This  gentleman  entertained  him  very 
.kindly,  but  his  favours  could  not  divert  his  inclina- 
tion to  arms,  and  that  ifland  being  now  pofTefTed  by 
the  Spaniards,  without  any  oppofition  from  tiie  na- 
tives, he  defired  leave  to  ferve  in  the  illand  of  Cuba, 
where  the  war  was  ftill  carried  on.  Arriving  there, 
he  fo  far  diftinguiftied  himfelf,  as  to  obtain  the  repu- 
tation of  a  valiant  foldier  and  able  commander  \  on 
which  account  he  was  made  Alcalde,  or  chief  ma- 

g'ftrate  of  the  town  of  St.  Jago,  a  poft  generally  con- 
rred  on  thofe  who  diftinguiOi  themfelves  in  the  con- 
queft of  thofe  countries.  Cortes  was  in  this  fituation 
when  he  was  recommended  to  Diego  de  Velafquez, 
governor  of  Cuba,  as  a  proper  perfon  for  making 
conquefts  on  the  continent ;  and  the  governor  giving 
his  approbation,  a  commifTion  was  inllantly  ngned, 
by  which  Cortes  was  appointed  Captain-gener^  of  the 
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:.      ^- J  of  :he  countries  he  ftiould  difcovcr  and  fub- 

-  :  ::  zr.t  Spinitti  dominion. 
ri:i  nc.T!».iation  to  this  poft  was  greatly  refented  by 

•   , -J  hid  flittered  themfclves  with  the   hopes  of 

-.i-ri^.c  it.     Mc.m  while  Cortes  employed  his  own 

-.::.:  ■^,  iind  all  the  money  he  could  borrow,  in  the 

•.  -;  m:V  of  prov;iioiis,  arms,  and  ammunition,  and 

".M.:;d  foKiic.'^,    vv-.cli   fuch  expedition  and    fuccefs, 

:.u:  vi::hi:i  a  tew  days  he  had  above  300  men  in  his 

;-v:.v,  and   having  equipped  ten  fmall  veflels  from 

^.-  :o  I'-v-  tvMis  each,  tney  lailcd  from  the  port  of  St. 

•^.ideCuba,  on  the  1 8th  of  November,  1518,  and 

'•.2:ring  along  the  ifland,  arrived  at  the  port  of  La 

Vr.;:iidad,  where  he  was  joined  by  fe\^ral  perfons  of 

:  notion,  who  refolved  to  follow  his  fortunes.     But 

.:  had  no  fo.)ner  left  St.  Jago,  than  his  enemies  prc- 

:  !i\i  on  Velafquez  to   revoke   his  commiflion  i  of 
V.  \v  h  Cortes  being  informed,  he  confulted  his  friends' 
:  :^:  adherent?,  who  declared  with  great  warmth,  that 
;::cy  would  ftund  by  him  to  the  laft  extremity.     He 
i^.cn  took  fuch  meafures  as  appeared  moft  proper  for 

;M>oving  the  jcaloufy  of  Velafquez,  and  promoting 
V.s  own  lecurity  ;  and  having  fent  Pedro  de  Alverado 
with  a  party  of  foldiers  by  land  to  take  care  of  the 
Tories,  and  raife  recruits  in  the  fettlements,  he  failed 
with  the  fleet  for  the  Havannah.  But  in  the  night, 
the  Capitana,  in  which  Cortes  embarked,  feparaicd 
twm  the  reft,  while  the  other  veflels  continued  their 
courfe  to  the  port  of  Havannah,  where  the  people 
were  kindly  received  by  Pedro  dc  Barba,  the  gover- 
nor under  Velafquez.  However,  fiuving  ftaid  ieveral 
days,  without  hearing  any  news  of  Cor:es,  they  con- 
cluded he  was  loft,  and  began  to  deliberate  about 
Jiufing  another  commander,  but  v/cre  prevenred  by 
his  arrival,  when  he  was  received  with  the  loud  accla- 
iniitions  of  iiis  men,  and  treated  with  great  refped:  by 
the  governor. 

During  his  ftay  in  this  place,  he  caufed  a  number 
»n  jacktrs  to  be  made,  to  defend  his  people 

fron\ 
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■from  the  darts  and  arrows  of  the  Indians ;  they  being. , 
found  more  fecure  than  coats  of  mail.     He  proved 
Jiis  artillery,  and  exercifed  his  foldiers.     But  while 
he  was  thus  employed,  a  meffenger  arrived  with  dif- 
patches  to  the  governor  of  Havannah,  containing  ex- 
prefs  orders  to  divcft  Cortes  of  his  command,  and  to 
fend  him  prifoner  with  a  ftrong  guard  to  St.  Jago. 
Cortes  was  highly  incenfed  at  Velilquez's  behaviour^ 
and  his  endeavouring  to  ruin  an  ehterprize  in  which 
he  and  his  friends  had  embarked  their  whole  for- 
tunes :  he  therefore  refolved  to  provide  for  himfelf, 
and  to  make  ufe  of  force  if  it  was  neceflary  ;  he  even 
explained  his  fuuation  to  his  foldiers,  and  they  raifed 
fuch  a  tumult,  that  the  governor  of  Havannah  dread- 
ing the  confi^quence  of  their  refentmenc,  publickly 
"declared,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  execute  the  orders 
he  had  received  from  Velafquez,  which  he  confidered 
as  a  flagrant  act  of  injuftice.     This  commotion  being 
thus  appcafed,  and  a  brigantine  added  to  the  fleer, 
Cortes  divided  his   men  into  eleven  companies,  de- 
livered inftructions  to  his  officers,  and  afcer  a  folemn 
mafs,  at  which  all  the  foldiers  affiiled,  weighed  and 
fet  fail  from  Havannah  on    the  loth  of  February, 
1519,  with  a  favourable  gale:  but  the  fun  was  no 
fooner  fet  than  a  furious  ftorm  aroie,  which  damaged 
the  fleet.     Cortes  had  before  fent  Diego  de  Ordaz, 
whofe  fidelity  he  had  fufpeded,  to  Guanicanico,  a 
fettlcment  on  the  other  fide  of  Cape  St.  Antonio,  and 
a  little  before  the  ftorm,  he  fent  Pedro  de  Alverado 
in  queft  of  him,  with  orders  to  wait  for  the  fleet  at 
Cape  St.  Antonio;    but  Pedro  perceiving  that  the 
tempeft  had  driven  him  lb  far  into  the  gulph  as  to 
render  it  difficult  for  him  to  weather  Cape  vSt.  Anto- 
nio, fleered  away  for  the  ifland  of  Cozumel,  where 
upon  his  lanAng  he  found  a  fmall   town  near  the 
coaft,  which  was  abandoned  by  the  Indians,  who  fled 
at  his  approach. 

Alverado  was  a  young  man  of  an  enterprizing  ge- 
Uros,  but  of  little  experience,   and  imagining  that 

white 
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while  he  waited  for  the  fleet  which  was  to  caft  anchor 
at  that  idand,  nothing  could  fo  ill  become  a  foldier 
as  inaftion,  he  ordered  his  men  to  march,  and  take  a 
view  of  the  inner  part  of  the  ifland.  However  this 
expedition  was  fo  far  from  promoting  the  fcrvice  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  that  it  only  ferved  to 
frighten  the  Indians,  and  to  render  it  more  difficult  to 
obtain  their  friendfliip  and  affiftance. 

The  next  day  Cortes  arrived  with  the  fleet,  having 
fent  another  veflTel  with  diredions  to  Ordaz,  oa  a 
fuppofition  that  Alverado  had  been  prevented  by  the 
ftorm,  and  though  he  was  glad  to  find  that  young 
captain  fafe  at  Cozumel,  he  publickly  reprimanded 
him  for  his  raflinefs,  and  difmifled  three  Indian  pri- 
foners  whom  he  had  taken,  after  having  ordered  their 
effefts  to  be  reftored,  and  given  them  many  pre- 
fents  for  their  cacique,  in  token  of  peace  and  amity. 

To  prevent  any  new  difputes,  Cortes  drew  down 
his  forces  to  the  fea-fide,  and  having  encamped  them 
there  for  three  days,  he  thought  fit  ro  make  a  general 
review ;  when  it  appeared  that  his  whole  army 
amounted  to  508  foldiers  including  their  officers,  16 
horfe,  2  chaplains,  and  1 09  mariners,  and  mechanics. 
On  this  occafion  Cortes  made  them  a  fpeech,  in  which 
he  endeavoured  to  animate  them  with  courage,  and 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  reprefentcd  the  neceflity  of  a 
ftrift  obedience  and  unanimity. 

He  had  fcarcely  ended  his  fpeech,  when  a  confider- 
able  number  of  unarmed  Indians  approached  in  fe- 
veral  detached  parties  :  upon  which  he  drew  up  his 
men,  and  commanded  them  to  remain  under  arms 
till  their  intention  was  known.  The  Indians  no  foon- 
cr  came  in  fight,  than  they  continued  for  fome  time 
without  motion;  but  perceiving  that  no  hoftilities 
were  oflTered,  they  at  length  boldly  advanced,  and 
mingling  with  the  foldiers,  prefented  them  with  re- 
frefhments,  and  continued  to  behave  with  great  con- 
fidence and  familiarity. 

The 
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The  principal  cacique  of  the  ifUnd  came  :hc  cext 
day  with  a  numerous  retinue  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Cortes, 
who  received  him  with  great  coUrtefy ;  and  while  the 
converfation  was  carried  on  by  means  of  an  inter- 
preter, one  of  the  Indians  was  heard  to  pronounce  the 
word  Caftilla,  the  meaning  of  which  being  demanded 
by  Cortes,  he  was  told  that  the  Indian  faid,  the  Spa- 
niards refembled  fome  perfons  in  Yucatan,  who  c?.mc 
from  a  country  called  Caftilla.  Corces  immediately 
concluded  that  thefe  were  his  countrymen,  and  re- 
fblved  to  fet  them  at  liberty.  Upon  a  more  particu- 
lar enquiry  he  found  that  they  were  in  the  power  of 
fbme  Indians  of  the  higheft  rank,  who  refidcd  at  Yu- 
catan, and  that  the  molt  certain  method  of  procuring 
their  liberty  would  be  to  offer  a  ranfom :  for  the  ca- 
cique informed  him,  that  ihould  he  have  recourfe  to 
grms,  it  would  expofe  them  to  the  hazard  of  being 
maflacred  by  their  mailers.  Cortes  approved  of  this 
advice,  and  ordered  Diego  de  Ordaz  to  fail  to  the 
coall  of  Yucatan,  with  a  letter  to  the  prifoners  and 
ibme  trifles  for  their  ranlbm,  and  to  flay  eight  days, 
in  which  time  fome  Indians  appointed  by  the  cacique 
for  that  purpofe,  undertook  to  return  with  an  anfwer. 
In  the  mean  time  Cortes  marched  with  the  troops  in 
a  body  about  the  illand,  in  order  to  view  the  country, 
and  keep  his  men  in  a£lion  *,  and  in  this  tour,  he  was 
'accompanied  by  the  cacique,  and  a  great  number  of 
Indians, 

At  a  fmall  diflance  from  the  coafl  flood  the  temple 
of  an  idol  that  was  much  revered  by  the  Indians.  It 
was  a  fquare  flone  building,  and  no  contemptible 
itrufture.  The  idol,  which  was  called  Cozumel, 
whence  the  ifland  received  the  fame  name,  was  in  the 
figure  of  a  man,  and  had  a  mofl  horrible  afpeft. ,  Here 
a  great  concourfe  of  people  were  found  liftcning  to  a 
pneft  who  was  diflinguifhed  by  a  certain  ornament  or 
covering,  which  fcarcely  concealed  his  nakednefs,  and 
whofeemedto  preach  with  great  emphafis.  Cortes, 
{hocked  at  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  worlhip,  told  the 

cacic^ue^ 
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cacique,  that  it  was  impoflible  fbr  them  to  continue 
friends,  if  he  did  not  renounce  his  idolatry,  and  that 
it  was  unworthy  of  a  man  of  fenfe  to  pay  divine  ho- 
nours to  a  deformed  image  fitter  to  frighten  children 
than  to  be  reverenced  by  men  of  undcrftanding.     The 
cacique  replied,  that  as  to  religion  he  left  it  wholly 
to  the  priefts,  who  (hould,  if  he  pleafed,   difcourfe 
with  him  upon  that  fubjeft.     This  was  readily  ac- 
cepted, and  pne  of  the  priefts  being  fent  for,  no  fooncr 
was  informed  of  the  affair  ip  qucftion,  than  he  began 
with  the  moft  hideous  outcries  to  proteft  againft  thofc 
who  (hould  be  fo  audacious  as  to  difturb  the  worfhip 
of  their  gods,  denouncing  the  immediate  vengeance 
of  Heaven  againft  all  who  (hould  prcfume  to  dif- 
honour  this  deity,    or  his  habitation.     But  Cortes, 
without  paying  any  regard  to  his  menaces,  imme- 
diately ordered  all  the  idols  to  be  broke  to  pieces,  and 
jDoft  of  their  temples  to  be  demolifhed.     The  largcft 
of  them,  however,  he  preferved  entire,  and  havii^ 
caufed  a  neat  altar  to  be  ereded,  had  mafs  faid  in  it 
by  the  chaplains  and  priefts,  and   at  his  departure 
charged  the  cacique  to  take  the  ftrifteft  care  tKat 
every  thing  was  kept  in  good  order,  and  that  no  iii- 
fult  was  offered  to  the  image  of  the  BlelTed  Virgin,  or 
to  two  crofles  which  he  erefted  in  that  chapel,  and 
this  the  Indian  chief  very  readily  promifed. 

When  the  eight  days  were  expired,  Diego  de  Or- 
daz  returned  from  Yucatan,  without  feeing  any  thing 
pf  the  Caftilians,  for  whom  he  was  fent ;  Cortes  there- 
fore fct  fail  with  a  fair  wind ;  but  was  obliged  to  re- 
jtttrn  the  fame  day,  on  account  of  one  of  the  fhips 
having  fprung  a  leak. 

While  this  (hip  was  refitting,  Cortes  was  told,  that 
^^C^oe  was  ftanding  direftly  toward  the  ifland,  when 
pferticiving  that  (he  was  full  of  armed  Indians,  he  or- 
dered Andrea  de  Tapia  to  get  as  much  as  pofTibie  un- 
der the  (helter  of  the  land,  and  to  endeavour  to  take 
^hc  canoe.  Soon  after  four  men  came  out  of  it  with 
*  flight  covering  about  their  waifts,  and  with 
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liovff  \nd  itnows  in  cheir^haiids.  Andm  de  TwgijL 
IMiCMm.as  the  Indiaia  were  haded,  advanced  towaid 
Ikfim^  firord  in  hand,  w^n  thite  of  them  feemed 
l^oaidv  the  fourth  bid  them  not^  fear,  and  addreffin^ 
binUelf  to  the  Spaniards,  cried  atoud  m  the  Caftillia4 
fiMgMe,  Gintkmen^  I  am  a  CbHftum.  Tapia  imAe^ 
^tfif  embraced  him*  widi  cqoaH  j<qr  and  fucprize^ 
fod  cOnduded  him  to  Coftes^  who  recerred  him  with 
audi  afiedion.  Cortea  •  htmng  aflced  the  name  o^ 
ihfi  flvanger,  he  replied  that  be  was  called  Jeroot.dl^ 
AgiaiUr,  and  was  a  native  <^  Ejja.  Meat  and  drink 
were  then  fet  before  him,  and  he  was  ordered  to  bo 

fiknthed.  ... 

.  Tbe  next  day  Cortes  inquired  how  he  fell  intp  dhe 
kaada  of  the  Indians,  when  he  replied,  th^  being  at 
^irien,  he  ^was  fent  to  Hifpaniola  for  inen  and  anj-: 
fQOnidon ;  but  was  <:aft  away  near  Jamaica,  when  he 
j|^d;2D  odier  perfons  taking  to  the  boat,  after  fuflfer- 
.loft  gpreat  diftrefles,  reached  the  fhore  of  Yucataiu 
wEi^tfaey  fell  itito  the  hafids  of  a  cacique  who  inm)6- 
diately  Sacrificed  fix  of  them  to  his  idols,  and  then  ate 
them.     That  he  and  fonie  others  were  fhut  up  in  s 
wooden  cage,  in  order  to  fervc  for  another  feftival  i 
but  breaking  out,  they  fled  over  the  mountains,   till 
they  came  into  the  dominions  of  another  prince,  who 
was  an  enemy  to  him  from  whom  they  had  fled. 
That  foon  after  mod  of  his  companions  died,  and  he' 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  mafter  whom  he  ferved  for  le- 
vicral  years,  and  at  length  acquired  fuch  a  degree  of 
favour,  that  he  conferred  upon  him  an  employment, 
near  his  perfon,  and  honoured  him  with  his  confi- 
dence.     The  cacique,    his    matter,  dying,    recom-^ 
mended  him  to  his  Ion,  under  whom  he  pofllefled  the 
(ame  office,  and  afterward  being  employed  in  the  wars 
with  the  neighbouring  caciques,  obtained  fuch  rcpu- 
pition,  that  he  became  the  favourite  both  of  the  prince 
and  people,  and  therefore  on  his  receiving  Cones's' 
letter,  he  eafily  obtained  his  liberty  as  a  reward  for. 
bis  fervices. 

7  On 
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On  the  4th  of  March  15 19,  the  fleet  fet  fail  from 
Cozumel,  and  reached  the  river  of  Grijalva,  where 
the  civil  treatment  which  the  Spaniards  had  formerly 
received  from  the  Indians  of  Tabafco,  and  the  gold 
brought  from  thence,  were  fuch  inducements  to  their 
landing,  as  were  not  to  be  refilled.     Therefore  leair- 
ing  the  largeft  veflels  at  anchor,  Cortes  embarked  all 
his  foldiers  on  board  the  fmaller,  and  in  the  boats, 
and  was  beginning  to  make  the  befl  of  his  way  againft 
the  current,  when  he  perceived  both  fides  of  the  river 
covered  with  canoes  filled  with  Indians  in  arms,  fup- 
ported   by  a  confiderable  force  on  (hore.      When 
guefllng  from  the  horrible  out-cries,  and  gefticulations 
of  the  Indians,  that  they  intended  to  oppofe  him,  he 
fent  Aguilar  to  them  in  a  canoe  with  offers  of  peace, 
which  being  rejefted,  he  refolved  to  punifh  them  for 
daring  to  defend  their  country.      But   night    ap- 
proaching, he  thought  proper  to  wait  till  the  next  day. 
At  day-break,  he  drew  up  the  veflTels  in  the  figure 
of  an  half-moon,  and  advancing  flowly  to  the  Indians, 
fent  Aguilar  a  fecond  time,  with  propofals  of  peace, 
to  which  they  made  no  anfwer,  but  giving  the  fignal 
for  the  attack,  advanced  with  great  Iwifcnefs  by  the 
favour  of  the  current,  till  being  near  enough  to  ufe 
their  arrows,  they  difcharged  luch  a  cloud  of  them, 
both  from  the  canoes  and  barks  on  the  river,  that  the 
Spaniards  were  much  embarraffcd  in  their  endeavoun 
to  cover  themfelves.     However,  having  received  the 
firft  charge,   they  aflaulted  the  Indians  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  the  canoes  foon  left  the  paffage  free. 
The  veflels  then  proceeded  up  the  river  without  fur- 
ther oppofition,  and  approaching  the  fiiore  endea- 
voured to  land ;   but  the  place  being  marfiiy,  and 
Cfyvered  with  brambles,  the  Spaniards  were  aflaulted 
'  ^  a  number  of  Indians  who  lay  in  ambufh.     How- 
^tver  Cortes  drew  up  his  men,  and  ordered  Alonzo 
Dtinlsi  to  advance  with  a  hundred  foldiers  through 
Uic  woods,  And  take  poflcflion  of  the  town  of  Tabafco^ 
which  was  not  fwr  from  the  place  of  aftion.    Cortes 
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then  attacked  that  vaft  multitude,  and  notwith- 
fianding  his  being  obliged  to  fight  up  to  his  knees  in 
mud,  he  put  the  Indians  to  flight ;  when  inftantly 
diicovering  the  march  of  Davila,  they  ran  to  defend 
the  town. 

Cortes  followed  them,  and  reached  Tabafco  before 
the  detachment  he  had  fent  thither  -,  and  found  it 
fortified  with  a  wall  formed  of  large  trunks  of  trees 
fixed  in  the  ground  like  palifadoes,  with  fpaces  be- 
tween for  the  convenience  of  (hooting  arrows.  It 
was  of  a  circular  compafs,  and  at  the  clofing  of  the 
circle  the  extremity  of  one  line  covered  the  other, 
forming  a  narrow  winding  ftreet,  in  which  were  two 
or  three  wooden  caftles  which  filled  up  the  paflage, 
and  were  built  for  placing  centinels.  This  was 
then  a  fufiicitnt  fortification  againft  the  inhabitants  of 
the  new  world,  who  were  happily  ignorant  of  the 
methods  of  deftruftion  pradlifed  by  politer  nations. 

Cortes  being  joined  by  Davila,  foon  drove  the 
enemy  from  their  pods,  and  then  breaking  down  a 
part  of  the  palifadoes,  entered  without  difficulty. 
The  Indians  however  made  head  againft  the  Spaniards 
in  the  ftreets  -,  but  being  again  rcpulfed,  fled  in  great 
diforder  to  the  woods,  whither  Cortes  would  not  allow 
his  men  to  purfuc  them. 

The  Indians  had  removed  their  families  and  effe£k, 
and  provided  for  their  fupport  by  laying  in  a  great 
ftock  of  provifions.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the  Spai 
niards  were  wounded,  but  the  lofs  of  the  Indians  was 
very  confiderable.  The  troops  lodged  that  night  in 
the  town,  in  which  centinels  were  pofted  with  as 
much  care  and  exaftnefs  as  if  an  army  had  been  in 
view  •,  but  the  next  day  the  country  appeared  de- 
ferred, and  there  was  not  an  enemy  to  be  feen.  Cortes 
however  fufpeftcd  this  ftillnefs,  and  his  apprehenfions 
increafed,  by  his  being  informed  that  Melchior  his 
interpreter,  one  of  the  Indians  taken  by  Cordova,  had 
deferted  that  very  night,  leaving  his  cloaths  hanging 
on  a  tree. 

Cortes 


2o8  The  Conqucft  of  MEXICO, 

Cortes  now  fenc  Pedro  de  Alverado  and  Francifeo^ 
de  Lugo  with  lOo  men  each,  by  different  ways,  to, 
view  the  country,  with  orders  to  retire  in  cafe  they 
found  an  army  in  the  field  :  but  the  latter,  after  a 
little  more  than  an  hour's  march,  fell  into  an  am- 
buFcade,  and  would  certainly  have  been  overpowered, 
had  not  Alverado,  who  had  been  obliged  to  turn  out 
of  his  way  by  meeting  a  marfh,  heard  the  report  of 
the  fire-arms,  and  haftcd  to  his  relief,  after  his  hav- 
ing firft  detached  an  Indian  of  Cuba  to  Cortes,  to  in- 
form him  of  this  event.  Alverado  attacked  the  In- 
dians when  Lugo  was  in  the  greateft  diftrefs,  who, 
though  they  gave  way  at  firft,  yet  rallied  in  great 
numbers;  until  at  length  Cortes  appeared  at  a  dif- 
tance,  and  being  obferved  by  the  Indians,  they  dif- 
perfed,  leaving  the  Spaniards  in  the  poffeflion  of  the 
field,  eleven  of  whom  were  wounded,  of  which  num- 
ber two  died. 

Some  prifoners  being  taken  on  this  occafion,  Cortes 
caufcd  them  to  be  examined  feparately,  by  Jerom  de 
Aguilar,  when  they  agreed  in  declaring,  that  all  the 
caciques  in  the  neighbouring  countries,  were  march- 
ing to  the  affiftance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tabafco, 
and  that  the  next  day  a  powerful  army  was  to  be  af- 
jfembled  in  order  to  deftroy  the  Spaniards  at  once. 
Upon  this  intelligence  Cortes  called  a  council,  com- 
municated to  his  captains  what  he  had  learned,  and  dc- 
fired  their  advice  :  reprefcnting  the  weaknefs  of  their 
naked  enemies,  and  the  ill  confcqucnces  that  would 
attend  their  turning  their  backs  upon  them.  Upon 
which  the  officers  unanimouQy  agreed,  that  it  was 
abfolutely  neccflary  not  to  leave  the  country,  till  the 
inhabitants  were  reduced. 

Cortes  now  proceeded  to  make  the  neceflary  difpo- 
fitions  for  a  decilive  battle  :  he  ordered  the  wounded 
to  be  carried  on  board  •,  the  horfes  to  be  landed  -,  the 
artillery  to  be  in  readinefs ;  and  every  thing  in  order 
by  the  next  morning.  At  day-break  he  gave  the 
command  of  the  infantry  to  Diego  de  Ordaz,  when 

he 
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he  and  the  other  commanders  mounted  on  hoife* 
back,  and  kept  pace  with  the  artillery,  which  mov- 
ed very  flowly,  from  the  ground's  being  boggy,  till 
arriving  at  a  place  called  Cinthla,  about  the  diftance 
of  a  league  from  their  quarters,  they  obferved  the 
Indian  army  appear  at  a  diilance,  and  in  fuch  num- 
bers, as  to  cover  the  countryas  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach. 

It  is  here  proper  to  defcribe  the  Indian  manner  of 
arming  themfelves,  and  coming  to  an  engagement ; 
fince,  as  the  art  of  war  is  nearly  the  fame  in  all  parts 
of  New  Spain,  this  will  be  fufficient  to  give  the  reader 
fome  idea  of  their  appearance  through  the  whole  of 
this  conqued.  Their  principal  weapons  were  bows 
and  arrows,  the  firings  of  the  bows  being  made  of 
the  fincws  of  beads,  or  thongs  of  deer  ikins  twilled, 
and  their  arrows  pointed  with  fifh  bones.  They  had 
a  kind  of  javelins,  which  they  fometimes  threw,  and 
fbmetimes  managed  like  a  pike.  They  had  alfo 
long  two-handed  wooden  fwords,  edged  with  (harp 
flints  i  fome  of  the  llrdngeft  had  clubs  pointed  with 
flints,  and  there  were  flingeis  who  threw  ftones  with 
great  force  and  dexterity.  Their  defenfive  arms, 
which  were  worn  by  none  but  commanders  and 
perfons  of  diftinftion,  confided  of  coati  of  quilt- 
ed cotton,  bread-plates,  and  fhields  of  wood  and 
tortoifcfhell  adorned  with  plates  of  metal.  The  red 
of  the  people  were  naked,  only  their  heads  were  en- 
circled with  plumes  of  feathers  ;  and  all  of  them 
had  their  faces  and  bodies  painted  of  various  co- 
lours, in  order  to  drike  terror  into  their  enemies. 
Their  warlike  mufic  were  pipes  made  of  large 
canes,  fea-fliells,  and  drums  made  of  the  bark  of  a 
tree,  hollowed,  which  being  beaten  with  a  dick  af- 
forded a  very  difagrecable  found  :  they  m.ide  their  at- 
tacks with  terrible  outcries,  to  intimidate  their  ene- 
mies, and  were  equally  eager  to  charge  or  to  run  away. 

Such  was  the   army,    or  rather  inundation  of  In- 
dians, which  now  poured  down  upon  the  Spaniards. 

Vol.  I.  P  Cortes 
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^\.iic?  nji'ccu  :us  trxn  under  the  fhelter  of  a  rifing 
^ivu;a;  .:vdi  jyvcred  the  rear,  and  having  placed  his 
•AV''xi\  -o  che  greaccft  advantage,  advanced  with 
:»>  "iiccn  hone  to  a  wood,  from  whence  he  intended 
u  .ulv,  »inc  £ank  the  enemy. 

vVhcn  the  Indians  had  marched  within  a  proper 
aiiliuice,  diey  difcharged  a  Ihower  of  arrows,  and 
■.i\x:n  r'cil  upon  the  Spaniards  with  fuch  fury  and  prc- 
cJiMtaiion,  that  their  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows  being 
j(iai?ie  to  flop  thcni,  they  were  obliged  to  have  rc- 
^ounl-  to  their  Iwords  ;  and  as  the  enemy  prefled  on, 
liic  artillery  dellroycd  them  by  whole  companies. 
But  the  Indians  fought  with  fuch  bravery,  that  the 
ball  was  no  fooner  paflcd  than  they  clofed  again, 
drowning  the  groans  of  the  wounded  by  their  out- 
cries. Cortes,  liowcvcr,  with  his  15  horfe  rufhing 
liddenly  from  tlie  wood,  broke  through  the  thickeft 
cf  the  enemy,  while  they  being  amazed  and  terri- 
fied at  the  figlit  of  thofe  unknown  animals,  threw 
down  their  arms  and  fled  with  precipitation.  Diego 
dc  Ordaz  being  loon  fenfible  that  the  relief  he  cx- 
pcfted  was  arri\'cd,  from  the  weak  refiftance  of  the 
enemy's  van,  advanced  with  his  infantry,  till  he  came 
to  the  place  where  Cortes  and  his  captains  had  dif- 
perfed  the  enemy,  who  retreated  making  a  running 
fight,  till  the  Spaniards  purfuing  them,  they  Bed  in 
the  utmoft  confufion,  leaving  above  800  dead  upon 
the  fpot;  the  Spaniards  had  two  men  killed,  and 
threelcore  and  ten  wounded. 

The  next  day  Cortes  ordered  two  or  three  of  the 
Indian  officers  wlio  were  prifoners  to  be  brought  be- 
fore him,  and  perceiving  that  their  countenances 
had  all  the  marks  of  terror,  he  gave  them  a  courte- 
om  reception,  and  then  fet  them  at  liberty ;  giving 
them  (bme  trifling  prefents,  and  telling  them,  he 
knew  how  to  conquer  and  how  to  forgive.  This  in- 
(lance  of  his  moderation  had  fuch  an  eflecl,  that  in 
a  few  hours  feveral  of  the  natives  came  loaded  with 
Indian  corn,  fowls,  and  other  provilions,  as  a  pit- 
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i^  ^th  the  pitncbal  cariaue  of  Tabi^  who 

by'ttefe  pifrfons  qftaife  pit>f)dals  of  peace :   but  Je*» 

'  Mm  de  Aguilar  obftMriiig  that'  thiefe  >Brere.nieaii  t)eo- 

^  Cones,  thbtigh  ^»f  deflrous  6f  peace,  itnifed 

to  fldmit  their  propofida,  and  feiit  thiMi  back  with^  ' 

tekrfti^in^  them }  ordering  them,  by  his  intjerpreteri 

*1»  acmiaint  their  cacique,   that^    if  he  d^red  his 

l^Mdlhip,   he  muit  fend  peflbns  of  fn&iUt  diftinci 

aStta  «6  follicit  it^    The  cacique,  iitiinraia&ely  feiBble 

^'Mb  error,  xhe  next  day  fent  30  <tf  his  principal 

Hmt/l^  adorned  with  plumes  and  jewek,  and  fblbwed 

*#pa  vrttin  of  Indians,  who  carried  another  prefent  ol^ 

'^ilKiaMe  kind  to  theSpanilh  generali 

"^^ones  was  afterwards  vmted  by  the  cacique  in 

4K|fi)fi,    attend^  by  all  his  ofiicei^ '  who  bn^gltt 

'^4lM  them  a  prefent  of  cotton  cloths,  ^umes  of  ya^ 

';4idlia  colours,  and  ibme  pieces  of  ^Id  of  admirable 

T^tonanfliip ;  and  the  vifit  pafled  ill  proteftarion^  of 

^Miaprocal  and  fincere  friencUhip*    Tne  next  day  the 

badque  returned,  with  a  prelent  of  twenty  Indian  wo^ 

noen^  who  were  (killed  in  making  bread  of^Indian  com, 

«id  dreffing  other  provifions.  Among  thefe  women  was 

iline  of  uncommon  beauty,  who  was  afterwards  baptize 

^  by  the  name  of  Marina,  and  became  Cortes's  mif- 

The  pilots  now  haftened  the  departure  of  the  fleet, 
and  Palm  Sunday  drawing  nigh,  Cortes  appointed 
that  day  for  their  embarking.  The  Spaniards  ac<* 
cordingly  fee  fail  for  Mexico,  coafting  along  to  the 
Weftward,  till  they  arrived  at  the  port  now  called 
^  Juan  de  Ulua,  where  they  had  no  fooner  come 
to  an  anchor,  between  the  ifland  and  the  main  land, 
than  two  large  canoes,  called  piraguas,  came  with 
Indians  from  the  neighbouring  cosdft:,  and  on  their 
drawing  near,  began  to  fpeak  in  a  language  which 
Aguilar  did  not  underftand  ;  a  circumftance  which 
mery  much  chagrined  Cortes.  Marina  guefling  his 
Concern  by  his  looks,  told  Aguilar  in  the  Yucatan 
'tongue,  that  the  people  Q)oke  the  Mexican  lan- 
^^agc,  and^defired  audience  of  the  general  on  the 
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part  of  the  governor  of  that* province.  This  wo^^ 
man  was  the  daughter  of  a  cacique  of  one  of  the 
provinces  fubjeA  to  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  but  in 
her  youth  had  been  carried  to  a  Mexican  garrifon, 
on  the  confines  of  Yucatan,  after  which,  by  fome 
misfortune,  (he  became  a  flave  to  the  cacique  of 
Tabafco,  who  made  a  prefent  of  her  to  Cortes.  As 
this  woman  was  not  yet  acquainted  with  the  Ian- 
guage  of  Spain,  (he  interpreted  to  Aguilar  in  the 
Yucatan  tongue,  what  the  Mexican  faid,  and  he  im* 
parted  it  to  Cortes  in  the  Caftillian.  By  this  double 
interpretation  the  general  learned  that  Pilpatoe  go- 
vernor, and  Tcutile,  captain-general  of  that  pro- 
vince, had  fent  to  know  with  what  intention  he  came 
upon  their  coafl ;  when  Cortes  prefenting  them  witk ' 
a  few  baubles,  and  treating  them  with  fome  Spaniib 
wine,  told  them,  that  he  came  as  a  friend  to  treat  of 
matters  of  great  importance  to  their  prince  and  the 
whole  empire,  for  which  purpofc  he  would  meet  the 
two  governors. 

1  he  Spaniards  landed  on  Good  Friday,  and  having 
got  their  horfes  and  artillery  on  fliore,  Cortes  dircd- 
cd  the  foldiers  to  cut  fafcines,  in  order  to  intrench 
themfelves,  and  to  build  a  fufficient  number  of  hues 
to  fhelter  them  from  the  exceflive  heat  of  the  fun. 
The  people  alfo  brought  plenty  of  provifions,  and 
fome  cotton  cloth  to  cover  the  buildings  erefted  for 
the  officers  :  but  notwithftanding,  Cortes  kept  him- 
felf  upon  his  guard,  and  planted  his  artillery  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  command  the  country.  On  Eafter- 
day  he  was  vifited  by  Teutilc  and  Pilpatoe,  attend- 
ed by  a  very  great  retinue ;  he  received  them  with 
extraordinary  ftate,  lurroundcd  by  his  officers  and 
foldiers.  The  firft  compliments  being  paficd,  and 
it  being  the  hour  of  divine  fervice,  he  conduced 
them  to  a  large  hut,  and  ordered  Aguilar  and  Ma- 
rina to  tell  them,  that  before  he  acquainted  them 
with  the  defign  of  his  voyage,  he  ought  to  comply 
with  the  duties  of  his  religion,  and  to  recommend 

to 
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tt>  the  God  of  all  other  gods  the  fuccefs  of  his  pro- 
pofal.  After  fervice  was  over,  Cortes  returned  to 
his  quarters,  where  the  two  generals  were  entertain- 
ed at  dinner,  in  as  fplendid  a  manner  as  pofllble ;  and 
that  being'  ended,  he  called  his  interpreters,  and 
with  a  determined  air  told  them,  that  he  came  to^ 
treat  with  the  emperor  Motezuma,  on  the  part  of 
Don  Carlos  of  Auftria,  monarch  of  the  ealt,  on 
afiturs  of  great  importance,  both  with  ref-  cdt  to. 
himfelf  and  all  his  fubjedls ;  for  this  reafon  it  was 
neceflary  for  him  to  appear  before  his  royal  prefence, 
to  which  he  hoped  to  be  admitted,  with  all  the  re- 
ipefl  due  to  the  greatncfs  of  the  king  his  mafter. 

Cortes's  guefts  appeared  alarmed  at  this  declara- 
tion, and  before  they  returned  an  anfwer,  ordered 
their  attendants  to  bring  in  the  prefent  they  had 
brought  with  them.  Upon  which  20  or  30  perfons 
entered  loaded  with  provifions,  fine  cloth,  feathers 
of  various  colours,  and  a  large  box,  in  which  were 
feveral  pieces  of  gold  curioufly  wrought.  Then 
turning  to  Cortes,  Teutile  defired  him  to  accept 
that  prefent  from  two  of  Motezuma's  flaves,  who 
had  orders  to  entertain  fuch  (Irangers  as  landed  upon 
his  coaft:  but  begged  he  would  not  think  of  pro- 
fecuting  his  defign,  it  being  no  eafy  matter  to  fpeak 
with  their  prince.  To  this  Cortes  replied,  with  fomc 
warmth,  that  kings  never  refufed  to  hear  the 
ambafladors  of  other  princes,  and  that  their  bufinefs 
was  to  acquaint  Motezuma  with  his  arrival,  and  that 
he  was  refolved  to  fee  him  before  he  left  the 
country. 

During  this  conference,  fome  Mexican  painters 
who  came  in  the  generaKs  train,  were  bufily  employ- 
ed in  drawing  upon  cotton  cloths  the  (hips,  loldiers, 
arms,  anillery,  horfes,  and  every  thing  clfe  that  ap- 
peared remarkable,  which  they  introduced  into  dif- 
ferent landlkips  that  were  no  way  contemptible, 
either  for  the  drawing  or  colouring.  Thefe  pic- 
tures were  dcfigned  by  Teutile,  to  give  Motezuma 
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fome  idea,  of  what  appeared  too  extraordinary  to  b^ 
fully  defcribed  by  words  j  but  here  and  there  were 
placed  fome  charafters,  which  feemed  to  explain  the 
pifturt. 

Cortes  being  informed  of  what  thefe  painters  were 
doing,  went  out  to  fee  them,  when  obferving  that 
thefe  figures  wanted  aflion  to  exprefs  the  valour  of 
his  troops,  he  ordered  them  to  arms,  drew  them  up 
in  a  body,  and  commanding  the  artillery  to  be  made 
ready,  then  telling  Teutilc  and  Pilpatoe,  that  he 
would  entertain  them  after  the  manner  of  his  coun<f 
try,  he  mounted  his  horfc,  with  his  captains,  who 
marched  two  and  two,  to  the  amazement  of  the  In- 
dians, who  feeing  fuch  (lately  animals  fo  obedient 
to  their  riders,  imagined  that  there  was  fomcthing 
fupernatural  in  thofe  who  could  manage  them  with 
fuch  cafe  and  dexterity.  Cortes  then  divided  his 
troops  into  two  bodies,  g^vc  a  mock  fight,  and  at  a 
*  fignal  given  they  difcharged  their  mufkets,  and  foon 
after  the  artillery ;  when  the  confufion  and  aflonifh* 
ment  of  thefe  people  were  fo  great,  that  fome  fidl 
down  upon  the  ground,  others  began  to  fly,  and 
thofe  who  had  molt  prefence  of  mind  were  fixed  to 
the  fpot  with  terror  and  admiration. 

Cortes  now  endeavoured  to  difllpate  their  appre- 
henfions  by  afTuring  them,  that  thefe  were  only  mi- 
litary divcrfions.  The  painters  immediately  began 
to  reprcfcnt  the  vSpaniards  armed  and  drawn  up  in 
ranks  j  the  hoilcs  in  the  attitudes  of  their  exerciies, 
and  the  artillery  v/ith  fire  and  fmoke.  Mean  while 
Cortes  returned  to  his'houl'e  v/ith  the  two  generals, 
and  after  having  made  them  a  prefent,  prepared  one 
for  Motezuma,  confifting  of  fcveral  polifhed  looking 
glalTcs,  a  holland  fhirr,  a  cap  of  crimfon  velvet 
adorned  with  a  gold  medal,  and  a  tapeflry  chair. 

Teutilc  and  Pilpatoe  at  length  feeming  much 
pleafed  with  their  entertainment,  took  their  leave ; 
but  retiring  only  to  a  fmall  diftance,  held  a  conful- 
tation^  in  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  latter  fhould 
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cemain  on  that  ipot  to  ofaferve  the  motioiis  ei  t^ 
Spaniards.  Pilpatoe^s  attendants  inunediattly  begaa 
to.  build  houifes,  and  a  confiderable  viUase  was  form- 
44  in  a  few  hours :  but  left  Cortes  ihouU  be  oftnd- 
4ii  at  this  ftep,  he  fent  to  inform  him  that  he  flaid 
dieret  in  order  to  he  at  hand  to  provide  for  biaen^ 
tertaincoent^  and  to  fupply  his  troops  wkh  provi-' 
fions.  Though  Cortes  guefied  his  real  iateauon^ 
Jml  took  no  notice  of  his  fulpidonsy  and  Pi^Mtoa 
spoonued  to  fupply  him  with  provifions  m  gieac 
plenty.  Mean  while  Teuttle  difoatched  meOengers 
10  Motezuma  with  an  account  of  what  had  hajppen* 
esl»  with  the  piduirs  drawn  by  his  order,  ana  Cor- 
Ws  ppcfenc.       ^ 

;  Motezuma  was  provided  with  a  great  number  of 
couriers,  chofen  from  the  fwifteft  of  the  Indians^ 
jAq  were  diftributed  along  all  the  principal  roads  of 
fha  kingdom,  and  rewards  were  paid  out  of  the 
|mfa$c  trcafury  to  thofe  who  firft  arrived  at  the  ap- 
potmed  places.  Thefe  couriers  were  relieved  at  every 
town,  which  occalioned  all  difpatches  to  be  carried 
vith  furprifing  expedition,  and  an  anfwer  was  re* 
turned  from  Mexico  within  feven  days,  though  the 
diftance  from  that  city  to  Juan  de  Ulua  amounts  to 
60  leagues.  Motezuma's  meflage  to  Cortes  was 
.hiouffht  by  Teutile  with  that  prince's  prcfenc, 
which  was  carried  by  100  Indians,  and  conAlted  of 
^ery  fine  cotton  robes,  and  many  curiofities  formed 
of  feathers,  where  the  beautiful  variety  of  the  co- 
kHirs  was  fo  mixed  and  difpofed  by  the  fkill  of  the 
amft,  that  without  making  ufe  of  artificial  colours, 
or  of  the  pencil,  they  formed  curious  pidures,  and 
a  very  fine  imitation  of  natural  objeds.  They  alio 
brought  a  great  number  of  bows,  arrows,  and  tar- 
gets made  of  the  fined  wood  *,  two  large  circular 
plates,  the  one  of  gold,  reprefenting  the  fun ;  and 
^  other  of  filver,  with  the  figure  of  the  moon  ; 
and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  precious  (tones,  pieces 
^  gold,  gold  collars,  rings,  pendants,  and  other 
,  P  4  '  ornaments 
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ornaments  of  the  fame  metal  in  the  (hape  of  birds 
and  bcafts,  fo  curioufly  wrought,  that  the  work- 
manfhip  fccmed  to  exceed  the  value  of  the  metal. 
Thefe  feveral  articles  being  placed  in  order  upon 
mats  made  of  palm-tree  leaves,  Teutile  turned  to 
Cortes,  and  told  him  by  the  interpreters,  that  the 
great  Emperor  Motezuma  had  fcnt  him  thefe  things 
in  return  for  his  prefent,  and  to  (hew  how  much  he 
valued  the  friendlhip  of  the  king  his  fovereign  ;  but 
it  was  neither  convenient  nor  poffible  at  that  time 
to  admit  him  to  his  court.  Cortes  returned  thanks 
for  the  prefent,  and  anfwered  that  ir  was  far  from 
his  defign  to  be  wanting  in  obedience  to  Motezuma; 
but  that  he  could  not  didionour  a  king  that  was  re- 
fpefted  amongft  the  greateft  princes  in  the  world, 
by  returning  without  fulfilling  his  orders. 

Motezuma  was  at  firfl:  incenfed  at  Cortes's  pcrfc- 
verance  in  his  demand,  and  in  the  firft  tranfports  rf 
his  refentment,  propofed  inftantly  to  deftroy  thofc 
infolent  ftrangers,  who  prefumed  to  difpute  his  will; 
but  his  rage  no  fooner  fubfided,  than  it  was  fucceed- 
cd  by  furrow  and  confternation.  He  had  private 
councils  with  his  minifters,  public  facrifices  were 
offered  in  the  temples,  and  fuch  marks  of  diftur- 
bance  and  confufion  were  vifible  in  his  whole  be- 
haviour, that  the  people  began  to  talk  without  re- 
ferve  of  fome  figns  and  prefages,  that  were  fuppofcd 
to  be  indications  of  the  approaching  ruin  et  the 
empire. 

The  empire  of  Mexico  was  then  in  its  greateft 
glory,  having  under  its  dominion  a  prodigious  extent 
of  country,  governed  either  by  Motezuma  in  per- 
fon,  or  by  many  petty  kings  or  caciques,  who  were 
his  tributaries.  It  extended  in  length  about  1500 
miles,  in  fome  places  it  was  600  brdad,  and  it  was 
in  general  a  populous,  plentiful  and  rich  country. 
*rhis  empire  frorh  a  very  fmall  beginning  had  rifen 
to  this  height  of  power  and  greatnefs  in  little 
more  than  1 30  years,  during  which  time  the  Mexi- 
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cans  fubdued  all  the  neighbouring  dates.  They 
were  at  firfl:  governed  by  a  military  chief;  but  in 
the  progrefs  of  their  conquefts,  they  chofe  a  king, 
and  gave  the  fupreme  dominion  to  him  who  had  the 
greateft  reputation  for  valour,  without  paying  any 
other  regard  for  hereditary  fucceflion,  than  that  of 
preferring  thofe  of  the  royal  family,  when  they  were 
not  excelled  by  the  merit  of  another  competitor. ' 

The  emperor  Motezuma,  the  fecond  of  the  name, 
and  the  eleventh  fovereign  of  Mexico,  was  of  the 
royal  blood.  In  his  youth  he  had  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  in  war,  and  obtained  the  reputation  of  a  brave 
general,  which,  together  with  his  exerting  the  arts 
of  popularity,  had  raifed  him  to  the  throne  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  people.  He  had  reigned 
fourteen  years  when  Cortes  arrived  on  his  coaft,  and 
is  reprefented  by  the  Spanifti  writers,  perhaps  to  pal- 
liate the  cruelty  of  his  conquerors,  as  one  of  th« 
greateft  tyrants  recorded  in  hiftory.  Juan  Grijalva 
had  landed  in  his  dominions  the  year  before,  and  it  is 
iaid  that  about  that  time  there  happened  many  prodi- 
gies which  were  fuppofed  to  prefage  the  ruin  of  his 
empire.  1  hefe  figns  and  portents,  fome  of  which 
were  perhaps  invented  by  the  difaffefted,  made  a 
very  deep  impreflion  on  the  mind  of  Motezuma, 
and  difturbed  his  counfellors  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
when  they  received  a  fecond  meflage  fix)m  Cortes, 
they  concluded  themfelves  to  be  utterly  ruined.  Mo- 
tezuma at  length  refolved  to  fend  another  prelent  to 
Cortes,  yfith  orders  to  leave  the  coaft  •,  and  in  cafe 
of  his  refufal,  to  levy  a  powerfiil  army,  and  to  aft 
againft  him  with  all  his  forces. 

While  Moteauma's  court  was  employed  in  delibera- 
tions, Francifco  de  Montejo,  whom  Cortes  had  fent 
to  examine  the  coaft,  returned  from  his  cruiTe,  hav- 
ing found  at  the  diftance  of  fome  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward a  town  called  Quiabiflan,  fituated  in  a  fertile 
fuid  well  cultivated  foil,  near  a  bay,  where  the  fhips 
might  rid^  tit  anchor  in  ^<;ty,  under  ^  ihelter  of 


*  ■  ■  * 


^ 


2 1 8  The  Conqueft  of  M  E  X I C  O, 

fome  high  rocks.  This  place  was  about  twelve  leagues 
diftant  from  St,  Juan  de  Ulua,  and  Cortes  was  be- 
ginning jp  think  of  removing  thither,  when  his  re- 
folution  was  fufpended  by  the  arrival  of  Teutile  with 
the  principal  captains  of  his  troops,  who  came  bum* 
ing  incenfe  to  him  in  little  perfuming  pans,  and  after 
the  ceremony  of  fumigation,  produced  Motezuma's 
fecond  prefent,  which  confided  of  the  fame  particu- 
lars as  thofe  of  which  the  firft  had  been  compofed, 
though  in  a  fmaller  quantity,  together  with  three 
green  (tones  refembling  emeralds  to  be  prefented  to 
the  king  of  Spain,  as  jewels  of  ineftimable  value. 
Thefe  were  delivered  with  exprefs  orders  to  Cortes 
jand  his  followers  to  leave  the  country  without  delay  j 
but  the  Spaniards  dill  infiding  that  they  would  fee 
the  monarch  in  perfon,  Teutile  darted  up  with  marks 
of  anger  and  confiifion,  and  told  Cortes  that  hitherto 
Motezuma  liad  treated  him  as  a  gued,  and  it  would 
be  his  own  fault  if  he  was  ufed  as  an  enemy.  He 
then,  witliout  waiting  for  an  anfwer,  abruptly  depart- 
ed, and  was  followed  by  Pilpatoe  and  the  red  of  his 
attendants. 

Cortes  immediately  ordered  the  guards  to  be  doub- 
led, and  the  next  day  the  Spaniards  had  the  mord- 
fication  to  find  that  the  Indians  who  inhabited  Pil- 
patoe's  cabbias  were  retired  •,  and  that  there  was  noj 
an  Indian  to  be  fcen.  The  apprehenfion  of  their 
wanting  neceffaries,  now  raifed  a  fpirit  of  difcontent 
among  the  foldiers,  which  was  fomented  by  fome  of 
them  who  were  the  friends  of  Velafquez,  Cortes 
was  well  acquainted  with  thefe  murmurs,  but  learn- 
ing from  his  friends  that  the  majority  were  on  his 
fide,  he  appeared  before  the  malecontents  :  Diego  dc 
Ordaz,  in  name  of  the  red,  remondrated  with  fome 
warmth,  that  as  his  forces  were  very  unequal  to  the  de- 
fign  of  fubduing  a  mighty  en^pirc,  it  was  high  time 
to  return  to  Cuba,  where  they  might  be  reinforced 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  enable  them  to  purfue 
this  great  ucfign  with  fome  probability  of  fuccefs, 
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Cortes,  thougl^  iugbly  pioyokcd  at  ihk  advice^ 
nAuch  oppofed  all  his  ambitious  views,  replied  witl^ 
gmat  compofure,  ;hat  he  had  no  laclinaQop  to  lajr 
flbe  lead:  reftnunt  upon  his  ibldi^rs,  and  fince  tfaejr 
ysKc  unwilling  to  proceed,  he  wpuld  immediatdy 
prepare  for  their  return  to  Cuba.  H^  fyofx  after 
jpve  direAions  for  .their  returfiing  to  that  ifland,  and 
ordered  the  captains  to  embark  widi  their  reipe&ive 
companies,  that  they  might  be  ready  to  fail  thp  next 
tqommg :  but  this  declaration  was  no  iboner  made 
public,  than  his  emiflaries  begam  to  exclaim  with  great 
^ffsirmth,  that  Cortes  had  deceived  them,  by  proftf* 
%ig  that  he  was  reiblved  to  make  a  fettlement  in 
thtf  country,  which  notwithftanding  their  imexpeft-* 
e4  fuccels,  he  was  on  the  point  of  deferdng,  and  that 
if  he  had  a  mind  to  abandon  the  enterprize,  he  misht, 
yjth  fuch  as  were  willing  to  follow  him  :  for  uey 
frould  foon  find  another  gentleman  who  would  af-^ 
jltfine  the  command.  This  clamour  was  fb  artfidly 
managed,  that  it  brought  over  many  of  thofe  who 
had  efpovfed  the  contrary  party,  and  increafed  to  I'uch 
a  dqgree,  that  Ibme  of  Corces*s  friends  were  obliged 
10  interpofe,  in  order  to  put  a  (lop  to  the  didurbance 
they  themfelves  had  railed.  Cortes  agreed  to  proceed 
with  fuch  as  were  willing ;  and  to  caufe  a  fhip  to  be 
provided  for  carrying  back  thofe  who  wanted  courage 
10  follow  him  and  his  friends.  This  reply  was  re- 
mved  with  acclamations  of  joy,  and  had  fuch  an 
effed,  that  thofe  who  were  dilTatisfied,  carefully  con- 
cealed their  difcontent. 

The  difienfion  among  his  men  was  no  fooner  qui- 
icted,  than  Cortes  was  vificed  by  five  deputies  from 
the  cacique  of  Zempoalla,  a  neighbouring  province 
In  the  road  to  the  place  where  he  intended  to  remove 
his  quarters ;  who  came  to  ofier  him  the  friendfhip 
jiind  alliance  of  their  mafter.  They  differed  in  their 
habit  from  the  Mexican  chiefs,  though  like  them  ; 
they  had  rings  in  their  ears  and  lips,  to  which  hung 
^jfwels.     Cortes  gave  them  a  very  civil  reception,  or- 
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dered  them  to  be  well  treated,  and  was  greatly  pleat- 
ed at  hearing  that  the  Zempoallans,  though  tributary 
to  Motezuma,  were  diflfatisficd  with  his  yoke,  and 
reprelented  him  as  a  proud  and  cruel  prince  •,  whence 
he  forclaw,  that  he  ihould  be  able  to  engage  thefe 
people  to  facilitate  his  future  fucccfs.  He  therefore 
difniiffed  the  deputies  with  prefents,  and  with  orders 
to  aflure  the  cacique  of  his  friendftiip,  and  of  his 
paying  him  a  vifit  in  his  way  to  Quiabiflan. 

Cortes,  in  order  to  diveft  himfelf  of  his  uneafy 
dependence  upon  Velafquez,  and  to  remove  his  want 
of  legal  authority,  la!d,  in  concert  with  his  friends, 
the  plan  of  a  corporation  to  be  eftablifhed  in  fomc 
place  on  the  continent,  and  Icveral  perfons  were  cho- 
fen  to  fill  the  offices  of  government  Thefe  imme- 
diately appointed  a  clerk  of  the  council,  with  other 
inferior  officers,  and  having  taken  the  accuftomed 
oaths,  to  aft  according  to  the  rules  of  juftice,  and 
their  duty  to  God  and  the  king,  began  to  exercifc 
their  funftions.  The  next  morning  the  council  be- 
ing aflembled,  under  the  pretence  of  confulcing  the 
augmentation  and  prefervation  of  the  fcttlement  to  be 
made,  which  was  to  have  the  name  of  Villa  Rica  di 
la  Vera  Crtiz^  Cortes  defired  admittance,  to  propofe 
an  affair  relating  to  the  public  welfare.  He  laid  open 
the  rcafons  which  induced  him  to  difapprove  the  com- 
mifllon  under  which  he  had  afted,  then  threw  upon 
the  tabic  what  he  had  received  from  Diego  Velaf- 
quez ;  kified  the  truncheon  •,  delivered  it  into  the 
hands  of  the  Alcalde,  and  then  retired  to  his  houie, 
in  the  capacity  of  a  private  man.  The  council,  ac- 
cording tQ  a  preconcerted  agreement,  unanimoufly 
admitted  of  his  refignation,  and  with  the  fame  una- 
nimity voted  that  he  (hould  be  appointed  general  of 
the  army,  and  that  they  would  make  out  a  new  com- 
miffion  in  the  king's  name,  to  be  in  force  till  they 
could  know  his  majefty's  pleafure. 

Cortes  accepted  of  this  poft  with  great  refpeft, 
and  began  to  govern  the  troops  with  a  k-ind  of  au- 
thority 
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thority  that  fecured  the  obedience  of  the  Ibldiers. 
The  friends  of  Velafquez,  however,  could  not  dif* 
guife  their  vexation ;  but  refenced  this  alteration  in 
a  very  indifcreet  manner  :  they  endeavoured  to  inva- 
lidate the  authority  of  the  council ;  loudly  inveighed 
againft  the  ambition  of  Cortes  ^  and  began  to  raiie  a 
diflenfion,  that  leemed  to  threaten  the  ruin  of  the 
expedition.  Upon  this  Cortes  ordered  Diego  de  Or- 
daz,  Pedro  Efcudero,  and  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon 
to  be  feized,  carried  on  board  the  fleet,  and  put  in 
irons.  No  body  was  at  firft  allowed  to  vifit  them, 
but  afterward  their  friends  were  admitted,  and  among 
the  reft  fome  of  his  confidents,  who  found  means  to 
reduce  them  to  reafon.  He  then  fuffered  himielf  to 
be  pacified,  and  fb  efiedtually  conciliated  their  alFec- 
tions,  that  they  afterwards  flood  by  him  with  un- 
fhaken  fidelity.  Cortes,  having  re-eftabllfhed  his 
authority,  now  prepared  for  leaving  this  part  of  the 
country ;  and  directing  the  fhips  to  fail  for  the  bay 
m£  Quiabiflan,  refolvcd  to  march  thither  by  land. 
In  a  few  hours  he  reached  die  river  of  Zempoalla, 
which  being  very  deep,  the  troops  crofTcd  it  in  canoes, 
and  other  vclTels  belonging  to  Ibme  filhermen,  which 
they  found  on  the  fhore,  the  horfes  being  obliged  to 
fwim.  The  army  ibon  after  arrived  at  fome  houfes  in 
tlic  diftricl  of  Zempoalla,  which  they  found  entirely 
abandoned  :  though  the  natives  left  in  their  temples 
fcveral  idols,  with  knives  made  of  flint,  and  fome  niife- 
rable  remains  of  human  viftims.  Here  they  firft  law  the 
Mexican  books,  three  or  four  of  which  were  in  the  tem- 
ples, and  were  fuppofed  to  contain  the  rites  of  their  re- 
ligion. Each  was  made  of  thin  varnifh^rd  cloth,  folded 
in  leaves  and  made  up  into  volumes,  refembling 
ours. 

Next  day  the  Spaniards  continued  their  march ; 
but  faw  not  one  pcrfon  during  the  whole  morning, 
till  entering  Ibnie  very  agreeable  meadows  they  dii- 
covered  twelve  Indians,  who  were  coming  in  fearch 
of  Cortes,  with  a  prcfent  of  fowls  and  bread  from 
the  cacique   of  Zempoalla,  who  invited  him  to  his 
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town,  where  he  had  provided  quarters  for  his  troopisi 
Cortes  difmiflfcd  fix  of  the  Indians,  with  thanks  for 
the  hofpitality  of  their  prince,  and  detained  the  reft 
as  guides  to  the  town,  which  they  told  him  was  at 
the  diftance  of  a  day's  journey. 

Zempoalla  was  a  large  city  that  afforded  a  beauti- 
ful profpeft.  It  was  fituated  ixrtween  two  rivers ) 
the  buildings  were  of  ftone,  whitened  on  the  out- 
fidc  with  a  fort  of  (hining  lime,  which  at  a  diftance 
had  fuch  a  noble  effeft,  that  one  of  the  fcouts  return- 
ed in  haftc  to  Cortes,  crying  aloud  that  the  walls 
were  of  filvcr.  At  their  entering  it,  the  fquares  and 
ftreets  were  filled  with  a  multitude  of  people  drawn 
together  by  curiofity,  and  the  cacique  himfelf  ap- 
peared at  the  gate  of  his  palace,  fupported  by  fomc 
of  his  nobles,  for  he  was  lo  extremely  fat,  that  he 
could  not  move  without  much  difficulty,  A  mantle 
of  fine  cotton,  enriched  with  jewels,  was  thrown 
over  his  naked  body,  and  he  wore  pendants  in  his 
cars  and  lips.  On  his  approaching  to  falute  Corte#, 
his  unwieldy  appearance  made  it  neceffary  for  that 
general  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  laughter  of  his  foldiers: 
he  received  Cortes  in  his  arms,  and  welcomed  both 
him  and  the  reft  of  the  captains  in  fuch  fenfible  cx- 
preffions  as  created  relpeft,  and  having  defired  Cor- 
tes to  repofe  himfelf  after  his  journey,  told  him  that 
he  would  vifit  him  at  his  lodgings,  where  they  would 
converfe  more  at  leifure  about  their  mutual  interefts. 
The  troops  then  retired  to  the  quarters  provided  fi)r  . 
them,  accommodated  with  provifions  and  other  ne^ 
ceflaries. 

The  cacique  foon  after  fent  a  prefent  to  Cortes  of 

jewels,  gold  and  other  curiofities,  and  followed  this 

prefent  in  perfon,  carried  on  a  chair  on  the  (houldcrs 

^  thi  chief  of  his  family,  and  attended  by  a  fplen- 

l  retinue.     Cortes  went  out  to  receive  him,  and 

iring  to  a  private  apartment  with  him  and  the  ia- 

prcDer«-  ^wn^tijt^d  upon  the  grandeur  of  the  king 

r  "•  errors  of  idolatry ;  telling  him 

II  s  coming  with  his  valiant  troops, 

wa» 
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wu  to  redrefs  wrongs,  to  puni0i  inoknce,  and  to 
vindicate  the  caufe  of  reaibn  and  jufticc.  -  He  art* 
fully  touched  on  this  fubjeft,  in  order  td  draw  him 
to  complain  of  Motetuma,  that  he  might -dilcover 
idiat  advants^es  he  might  expeft  to  'reap  ftom  hit 
ftfentment  againft  that  prince  %  and,  indeed^ '  the 
words  were  no  foonep' pronounced;  ^  than,  he  began  to 
utter  his  complaints,  and  to  oblerve  diat  the  ndgh'- 
bouring  caciques  groaned  under  the  tyranny'  of  Mo* 
tezuma ;  but  concluded  with  obfervin^,  that  he  did 
not  wi(h  to  engage  Cortes  in  a  qvmm  wiih  fuch  a 
potent  emperor,  whole  power  wa)  iiteftftible.  G>r- 
tts  immediately  replied,  that  while  he  had  ju Aice  on 
his  fide  he  ihould  pay  but  litde  regard  m  Motesd* 
ma's  power.  In  (hort,- having  continued  the  conver- 
fiidon  for  fome  time,  the  cacique  took  his  leave^ 
l%hly  (atisfied,  while  Cortes  was  equalKr  pleafed  at 
dMS  pn>ipe6);  of  ftrengthening  his  intereft  l^  fuch  a 
-^pbfmrrfui  alliance. 

"When  the  troops  were  ready  to  march,  they  found 

400  Indians  provided  to  carry  their  baggage  and 

provifions,   and   to    help  to   condudb  the  artillery. 

The  country  they  now  entered  was  fertile  and  "plea- 

fimt,  a  pare  of  it  was  laid  out  in  corn  fields,  and  the 

reft  covered  with  trees.     They  (laid  all  night  at  a 

.  Kttle  ^lage  they  found  defcrted,  and  the  next  morn- 

jBg  arrived  at  Quiabiflan,  a  town  ftrongly  fituated 

c^xxi  a  rock,  with  the  avenues  to  it  narrow  and  fteep. 

But  though  this  place  was  naturally  (Irong,  they  en- 

teird  it  without  oppofition,   nor  did  they  perceive 

any  perfon,  till  coming  to  a  fquare  in  which  the  In* 

dian  temples  were  placed,  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the 

mdves  handfomely  adorned  with  feathers,  came  out 

CD  meet  them.   Cortes  encouraged  them  by  his  afrabi* 

fitjr,  and  pave  them  fome  glais  beads ;  when  reco- 

-^raring  their  fpirits,  they  informed  him  that  the  ca- 

^  :CMUe  had  retired  in  order  to  avoid  a  war,  as  he 

'  ^fither  chofe  to  deny  thdlk  admittance,  nor  to  truft 

n  perfon  among  armed  troops  that  were  entirely 

^mkaiamn  to  him,  and  that  the  inhabitants  cw\d 
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not  be  prevented  from  following  his  example :  but 
that  as  foon  as  they  fbould  be  fenfible  of  the 
goodnefs  of  fuch  guefts,  they  would  return  to  their 
houfes,  and  edecm  it  their  happincfs  to  ferve  and 
obey  them.  Cortes  gave  them  the  ftrongeft  aflu- 
ranees  of  his  friendfhip,  and  gave  ftrid  orders  to 
the  foldiers,  to  behave  with  great  civility  to  thefc 
Indians,  who  foon  fhewed  the  confidence  they  placed 
in  the  Spaniards;  for  Ibme  families  returned  that 
very  night,  and  in  a  little  time  the  town  was  filled 
with  its  inhabitants. 

Some  time  after,  the  cacique  himfelf  returnedi 
and  was  introduced  by  the  cacique  of  Zempoalla, 
both  of  whom  were  carried  on  men's  fhoulders,  and 
the  latter  made,  an  handfome  excule  for  his  friend 
The  converfation  turned  upon  the  tyranny  of  Mo- 
tezuma,  whom  they*  reprefented  as  a  monftef,  who 
not  only  impoverilhed  them  by  the  tribute  he  de- 
manded, but  robbed  them  of  their  wives  and  daugh* 
lers,  with  whofc  blood  he  ibiined  the  altars  of  his 
gods,  atter  having  facrificcd  their  honour  to  more 
Ihameful  purpo  es. 

In  the  niidlt  of  their  difcourfe  they  were  interrupt- 
ed by  the  entrance  of  two  or  three  Indians  who 
feemed  to  be  in  a  great  fright,  and  whifpering  the 
caciques,  put  them  in  fuch  confufion,  that  they 
changed  colour,  and  haftily  retired.  The  caufe  ci 
this  difordrr  was  inflantly  known  ^  for  fix  commil* 
farics  from  Motezuma  were  fcen  pafling  before  the 
jqua;ters  of  the  Spaniards,  richly  adorned  with  fear 
thera  and  pendants  of  gold,  and  attended  by  a  num- 
ber of  officers  and  Tervants.  Cortes  went  to  the 
gate  to  fee  them,  when  they  pafled  by  without  pay- 
iflg  him  the  leall  refpeft,  and  with  fuch  a  eontemp- 
Qious  look,  that  the  foldiers  would  have  immediate- 
ly chaftized  them,  had  they  not  been  reftraintd  bf 
l&eir  general,  who  contented  himfelf  with  fend- 
ing Marina  y/ith  a  fuffiiient  guard,  to  know  the 
"aufc  of  their  coming.     By  this  means  he  under- 

od,    that  the  commiflaries,   after  having  feated 
5  them- 
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thcmfelves  in  the  town-houfe,  fummoned  the  ca- 
ciques to  appear  before  them ;  and  having  fiiarply 
reprimanded  them  for  prefuming  to  entertain  the  erii- 
pcror's  enemies,  demanded,  over  and  above  the  or- 
dinary tribute,  twenty  Indians  to  be  fa'crificed  to -the 
gods,  as  an  atonement  for  their  crime.  Corses  ho 
looner  received  this  intelligence,  than  he  ordered 
fome  foldiers  to  bring  the  caciques  without  noiie» 
and  telling  them,  that  he  knew  the  inhuman  pur- 
pofe  of  the  commiflaries,  which  he  would  not  fufier 
them  to  obey  -,  he  deGred  them  to  aflemble  their 
people  to  feize  the  Mexicans,  and  to  leave  the  reft 
to  his  condu6t. 

The  caciques  at  firft  refufed  to  comply  with  this 
bold  command,  till  Cortds  repeating  his  order  in  a 
peremptory  manner,  they  went  and  executed  it; 
and  having  feized  Motezuma's  minifters,  put  them 
in  a  kind  of  pillory  in  their  prifons,  to  the  great 
fatisfadion  of  the  people,  who  demanded  that  they 
Ihould  either  die  the  death  of  traitors,  or  be  inftant- 
ly  facrificed  to  their  gods.  Cortes  however  refufed 
to  grant  this  requeft,  and  having  fecured  them  by  a 
guard  of  Spanifti  foldiers,  retired  to  his  quarters,  in 
order  to  contrive  fome  method  of  extricating  him- 
felf  from  the  difficulty  in  which  he  was  involved. 
He  was  unwilling  to  come  to  an  open  rupture  with 
Motezuma,  and  yet  thouoht  it  neceflary  to  fupport 
the  party  he  had  already  formed  againft  that  prince, 
in  order  to  have  their  afljftance,  in  cafe  he  Ihould 
happen  to  want  it.  In  confcquence  of  thefe  reflec- 
tions, he,  at  midnight,  fent  for  two  of  the  prifoners, 
whom  he  treated  in  a  very  obliging  manner,  told 
them  they  were  at  liberty,  and  as  he  had  reftored 
their  freedom,  they  might  afTure  their  prince  that  he 
would  fpeedjly  endeavour  to  releafe  the  reft  of  their 
companions,  and  to  make  the  caciques  fenfible  of 
their  fault.  The  Mexicans  heard  this  declaration 
with  equal  joy  and  aftonilhment,  but  durft  not  fct 
out  on  their  journey,  for  fear  of  being  killed  or 
Vol.  L  Q^  takea 
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taken  by  the  way ;  the  Spanilh  foldiers  were  there* 
fore  ordered  to  conduft  them  to  the  bay,  and  one 
of  the  (hip*s  boats  carried  them  beyond  the  diftrid; 
of  Zempoalla. 

The  next  morning  the  caciques  came  to  Cortes, 
and  exprefling  great  concern  at  the  efcape  of  the 
prifoners,  he  received  the  news  with  the  appearance 
of  much  furprize  and  vexation  y  but  propoled,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  accident  of  the  like  kind  for 
the  future,  to  take  care  of  the  reft  himfelf,  and  im- 
mediately ordered  them  to  be  carried  on  board  the 
fleet.  Thus,  by  a  duplicity  of  conduft,  without 
lofing  the  confidence  of  the  caciques,  he  conferred 
an  obligation  on  Motezuma,  the  greatncfs  of  whole 
power  made  him  unwilling  to  provoke  his  refent- 
ment. 

The  moderation  with  which  the  Spaniards  behav- 
ed towards  their  allies,  was  quickly  made  known  to 
the  neigbouring  d  ftridts,  and  in  a  few  days,  Cortes 
was  vifited  by  above  thirty  caciques  of  the  moun- 
tains within  fight  of  Quiabifian  ;  thefe  fwore  to  be 
faithful  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  offered  to  afCft 
Cortes  againft  Motezuma. 

Cortes  now  refolvcd  to  fettle  the  corporation  of 
Villa  Rica  de  la  Crui:,  which  had  hitherto  moved 
with  the  aimy  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  pitched  upon 
a  plain  between  Quiabifian  and  the  fca,  where  the 
foil  was  ex*remely  fercile,  well  watered  with  ri- 
vers, and  abounding  with  trees,  that  were  commo- 
dioufly  fituated  for  the  cutting  of  timber  for  build- 
ing. They  began  with  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
church,  and  the  Spaniards,  being  afilflied  by  their 
Indian  friends,  both  that  and  the  houfcrs  were  fooo 
crefted}  for  the  officers,  and  even  Cortes  himfeU; 
fet  an  example  to  the  relt,  by  performing  the  moft 
difficult  work  :  by  thi^  means  the  town  was  foon 
compleatcd,  and  encompalfed  with  a  mud  wall,  fuf- 
ficient  to  defend  It  againft  all  the  methods  of  attack 
uled  by  the  Indians. 

7  In 


by  HERNANDO  CORTES.      227. 

th  the  mean  time,  Motezuma  being  informed  that 
the  cacique  of  Zempoalla,  whofe  fidelity  was  fuf- 
pcded,  had  admitted  the  ftrangers  into  his  town ; 
refolved  not  only  to  chaftize  this  rebellious  tributary, 
but  to  march  in  perfon  againft  the  Spaniards.  But 
his  preparations  for  this  enterprize  were  fufpended 
by  the  arrival  of  the  two  Indians,  who  had  been  re-, 
leafed  by  Cortes.  .  Thefe  gave  an  account  of  their 
iorprifonment ;  of  their  owing  their  liberty  to  the  cap-, 
tain,  of  the  ftrangers ;  of  his  courteous  treatment, 
and  the  meflage  he  had  ordered  them  to  deliver : 
upon  which  Motezuma's  anger  was  mitigated,  and 
he  refolved  to  have  again  recourfe  to  negotiation. 

The  Mexican  ambaifadors  arrived  juft  as  the  new 
icttlementand  fortrefs  of  Vera  Cruz  was  compleated. 
Thefe  were  two  young  men  who  were  the  emperor's, 
nephews,  attended  by  four  ancient  caciques,  who 
were  to  ferve  as  counfellors.  They  had  a  fplendid 
retinue,  and  the  prefent,  which  confifted  of  gold,, 
feathers  and  cotton,  was  valued  by  the  Spaniards  at 
2000  pieces  of  eight.  They  told  Cortes  that  the  em- 
peror was  determined  to  chaftize  the  caciques,  till 
the  account  he  had  received  of  his  behaviour  had 
induced  him  to  fufpend  his  vengeance  ;  that  he  how- 
ever hoped  he  would  foon  quit  that  country,  fince 
the  obftacles  which  oppofed  his  coming  to  court, 
were  in  their  own  nature  unfurmountable. 

Cortes,  according  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  received 
the  prefents  made  him  by  the  emperor,  with  great 
rcfpedt,  and  ordering  the  four  imprifoned  officers  to 
be  brought  alhore,  delivered  them  to  the  ambafik- 
dors;  obferving,  that  he  was  highly  pleafcd  at  hav- 
ing fuch  an  oj)portunity  of  fhewing  his  regard  to 
the  emperor :  that  he  thought  the  inrolence  of  the 
caciques  in  fome  meafure  cxcufable  -,  from  the  ex- 
travagant behaviour  of  the  officers  themfelvcs,  v/ho 
not  lacisfied  with  tlie  ufual  tribute,  had  the  inhuma- 
nity to  demand  twenty  Indians  for  their  lacriiices. 
That  he   though:    himiclf  obliged   to  the  caciques 

(^2  for 
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for  admicring  and  entertaining  him  in  their  territo- 
ries, and  therefore  could  not  help  interceding  with 
Moticzuma  on  their  behalf;  efpecially  as  they,  to- 
gether with  the  caciques  of  the  mountains,  were 
now  in  a  peculiar  manner  under  his  proteAion: 
that  he  would  communicate  the  particulars  of  his 
cmbafly  when  he  {hould  appear  in  the  emperor's  pre^ 
fence;  and  that  no  impediments  or  danger  Ihould 

{)revent  his  receiving  that  favour*  With  this  refo- 
ute  anfwer,  and  fome  prefents  to  the  ambafladors, 
and  others  for  Motezuma,  he  difmifTed  them,  great- 
ly diflatisfied  at  his  obftinacy. 

Not  long  after  thefe  tranfadtions,  the  cacique  of 
Zempdalla  came  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  told  Cortes,  that 
the  time  was  now  come  for  him  to  proteft  his  coun- 
try againft  the  Mexicans,  who  had  arrived  at  Zim- 
pazingo,  whence  they  made  excurfions  into  his  dif- 
tridt,    deftroying  the  com  fields,    and   committing 
other  ads  of   hoftility.      Cortes    thought    himfelf 
obliged  to  fupport  his  new  allies^  and  that  it  would 
not  become  him  to  fufFcr  the  infolence  of  the  Mexi- 
cans in  a  manner  within  his  light.     He  therefore 
delircd  the  cacique  to  provide  Indians  to  carry  his 
baggage,  and  draw  his  artillery  ;  which  being  done, 
hr  fet  out  at  the  head  of  400  Spaniards,  leaving  the 
reft  ir*  the  fortrefs  of  Vera  Cruz.     On  his  pafling  by 
Zempoalla,  he  was  joined  by  2000  armed  IndianSi 
alTembleii  by  the  cacique,  to  ferve  under  him  in  this 
expedition.     The  fame  night  he  quartered  his  troops 
three  leagues  from  Zimpazingo,  and  the  next  day 
in  the  afternoon  difcovertd  the  town,  fituated  on  the 
top  of  a  fmall  hill  among  great  rocks,  which  con- 
cealed part  of  the  buildings,  and  rendered  it  difficult 
of  acccfs. 

The  Spaniards  with  much  fatigue  palled  over 
the  roclcs,  without  meeting  with  the  leaft  refiftance ; 
b'Ji  juft  as  ihey  were  preparing  to  attack  the  town, 
ir.  feveral  places  at  once,  eight  ancient  priefts  ap- 
peared, clothed  in  black  mantles  that  reached  to 
4  the 
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the  ground,  the  tipper  part  gathered  about  the  neck, 
and  a  piece  hanging  loofe  in  the  form  of  a  hood : 
they  had  long  hair  which  was  clotted,  and  their  hands 
and  faces  ftained  with  the  blood  of  human  facrifices. 
Thefe  men  approached  the  general  with  marks  of  the 
mod:  humble  fubmilTion,  and  foon  convinced  him 
that  he  had  been  impofed  upon ;  fince  Motezuma's 
troops  had  retired  fome  time  before,  and  that  this 
was  only  an  artifice  of  his  allies  who  were  their  inve- 
terate enemies,  in  order  to  make  him  the  inftrument 
of  their  deftrudion.  Cortes  being  provoked  at  the 
deceit,  ordered  the  captains  Olido  and  Alverado  to 
inarch  with  their  companies,  and  afiemble  the  In* 
dians,  who  had  advanced  before  to  get  into  the  town. 
They  were  now  bufy  in  plundering  it,  and  making 
prifoners,  and  being  brought  into  his  prefence,  loaded 
with  booty,  and  followed  by  the  miferable  inhabi- 
tants crying  aloud  for  juftice,  he  commanded  them 
to  deliver  up  the  goods  to  the  priefts,  that  they  might 
leftore  them  to  the  proper  owners.  Then  calling  for 
the  Zempoallan  captains,  told  them  with  a  threaten- 
ing voice,  that  they  had  forfeited  their  lives  by  their 
prefumption,  in  engaging  him,  by  deceit,  to  compafs 
their  revenge.  Having  reprimanded  the  Zempoallans, 
he  ordered  them  to  lodge  without  the  town,  wiiile  be 
himfelf  entering  it  with  the  Spaniards,  was  received 
with  the  applaufes  due  to  a  deliverer,  and  vlti^ed  by 
the  cacique,  with  others  in  that  neighbourhood,  who 
voluntary  acknowledged  themfelves  liibjcdt  co  the 
king  of  Spain.  He  now  formed  a  Icheme  for  recon- 
cifing  thefe  Indians  and  the  Zempoallans,  which  he 
bad  the  happinefs  to  effed  ;  and  having  made  them 
friends,  he  returned  to  Vera  Cruz,  leaving  his  repu- 
tation and  incereft  highly  advanced  by  the  ifTue  of 
this  expedition,  which  he  had  too  creduloufly  un- 
dertaken ;  and  thus,  like  a  confummatc  politician, 
he  made  even  his  very  errors  contribute  to  his  grand 
dcfign. 

CL3  On 
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.  On  his  return,  he  found  the  caciques  of  ZempoaUa 
^raiting  for  him  at  fome  diftance  from  the  town,  with 
a  large  quantity  of  provifions  for  the  refrefhment  of 
the  army ;  when  obferving  that  chief  appeared  afhamed 
of  his  condudt,  he  aflfured  him  that  he  had  laid  afidc 
his  difpleafure,  and  they  having  entered  the  town  to- 
gether, the  cacique  made  him  a  prefent  of  eight  of 
the  mofl:  beautiful  virgins,  who  were  of  .good  fa- 
milies :  they  were  adorned  with  gold  necklaces  and 
pendants,  and  attended  by  feveral  Women  fervants. ' 
Seven  of  thefe  the  cacique  alloted  for  the  captains, 
and  the  other  being  his  own  niece,  he  recommended 
as  a  wife  to  Cortes,  in  order  that  their  friendfliip 
might  be  ftrengthened  by  the  tics  of  blood.  '  The 
general  returned  him  thanks,  and  let  him  know  that 
it  was  unlawful  for  a  Spaniard  to  marry  any  woman 
who  was  an  idolater,  and  took  this  opportunity  of 
declaring  againft  their  idolatry  and  fuperftition.*. 

Soon  after  the  Zempoallans  aiTembled  in  one  of 
their  tno&  folemn  feftivals,  in  order  to  offer  human 
facrifices,  which  were  performed  with  horrible  cat* 
monies ;  when  the  wretched  victims  being  cut  to 
pieces  were  fold  to  the  people  as  facred  food.  Cortei 
being  foon  informed  of  this  affair,  was  filled  with  in^ 
dignation,  and  forgetting  every  other  motive,  ordered 
the  cacique  and  principal  Indians,  who  attended 
him,  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  with  them  pro- 
ceeded to  the  temple,  followed  by  his  troops.  The 
priells  being  informed  of  his  approach,  immediately 
ran  to  the  gate,  and  with  loud  and  hideous  outcries 
called  the  people  to  the  defence  of  their  gods.  Ac 
which  fome  armed  Indians  polled  themfelves  in  the 
avenues  of  the  temples ;  when  Cortes  feeing  the  in^r 
habitants  alTcmbling  in  great  numbers,  ordered  Ma- 
rina to  tell  them  aloud,  that  the  firft  arrow  they  (hould 
let  fly,  he  would  order  the  throats  of  the  cacique  ftod 
all  the  principal  Indians  in  his  power  to  be  cue,  and 
then  punifh  their  prefumption  with  fire  and  fworjl 
The  cacique  trembled  at  this  dreadful  menace,  and 

com* 


by  HERNANDO  CORTES.      231 

commanding  them  to  lay  down  their,  arms  .?rd  retirr^ 
they  obeyed  with  the  utnioft  expedition./  Cortes  then 
began  to  declaim  againft  the  barbarity  and  abfurdity 
of  their  religion,  and  at  length  propofed  to  thc' In- 
dians, that  they  themfelves  (hould  afcend  the  fteps, 
and  overthrow  the  idols  wifh  their  own  hands  :  but 
proftrating  themfelves  upon  the  ground,  they  declared 
with  tears  and  the  mod  dreadful  lamentations,  that 
they  wodd  fufFer  oil  the  extremeft  tortures  he  could 
invent,  rather  than  be  guilty  of  committing  fuch  an 
impious  facrilcge.  Cortes  giving  the  command  to  his 
foldiers,  the  idols  were  in  an  inftant  thrown  down  and 
broken  to  pieces  ;  while  the  Indians  flood  motionlefi 
with  horror,  every  moment  expefting  to  fee  the  im- 
mediate vengeance  of  heaven  fall  on  thefe  impious 
men :  "but  at  length  perceiving  that  they  remained 
unhurt^  and  that  the  gods  were  unable  to  defend 
themfelves,  their  horror  fubfided,  and  changed  into 
fuch  contempt,  that  they  themfelves'  joined  with 
the  Spaniards  in  burning  the  fragments  of  their 
idols  ;  and  the  next  day  mafs  was  celebrated  in  that 
very  temple. 

The  Spaniards  now  returned  to  Vera  Cruz  •,  and 
the  fame  day  they  reached  that  new  colony,  a  veflcl 
arrived  from  Cuba,  commanded  by  Francifco  de 
Salcedo,  which  brought  Captain  Luis  Martin,  ten 
foldiers,  and  two  horfes.  By  thefe  gentlemen  the 
general  was  informed,  that  Vdafquez  had  obtained 
the  title  of  King's  Lieutenant  of  the  iQand  of  Cuba, 
with  a  commiflion  to  trade  and  make  fcttlements  in 
the  new  difcovered  countries,  and  that  he  was  re- 
folved  to  put  a  ftop  to  Cortes's  proceedings.  Upon 
this  information,  the  latter  was  determined  to  lay  the 
affair  before  the  king :  at  his  defire  the  council  of 
Vera  Cruz  wrote  a  particular  account  of  the  expe- 
dition, and  of  Velalquez's  injurious  behaviour  to- 
wards him  ;  befeeching  his  majcfty,  in  confideration 
of  his  great  merit,  to  grant  him  the  commifTion  of 
Captain-general,  that  he  might  exert  himfclf  in  the 
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fervice  of  his  country,  without  having  any  depcn- 
datice  on  ihc  governor  of  Cuba.  Thefe  difpatches 
were  committed  to  Alonzo  Hernandes  Portocarrero 
and  Francifco  Montejo :  but  Corces  thinking  that  the 
fiftl^  part  of  the  gold  they  had  collected  would  be  but 
a  trifling  prefent  for  the  king,  prevailed  with  the 
oiHcers  and  foldiers  to  refign  their  (hares  -,  accordingly 
the  above  officers  embarked  for  Spain  on  the  1 6th  of 
July  15199  and  carried  alio  a  particular  prefent  from 
Hernando  to  his  father  Martin  Cortes. 

Thefe  deputies  had  been  but  juft  fent  to  Spain, 
when  fome  of  the  friends  of  Velafqucz  privately  con- 
certed the  means  of  efcaping  to  Cuba,  in  order  to 
give  intelligence  to  Vclalquez  of  thefe  proceedings. 
For  this  purpofe  they  had  fecured  one  of  the  vellcls ; 
but  in  the  very  night  when  they  were  going  to  cm- 
bark,  oqe  of  the  accomplices  went  to  Cortes,  and 
informed  him  of  the  whole  fcheme.  He  took  his 
meafures  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  feized  all  the  per- 
fons  concerned  ;  who  being  brought  to  their  trial,  two 
of  the  ringleaders  were  condemned  to  be  hanged, 
others  to  other  punilhments,  and  the  reft  were  par- 
doned. 

Cortes  being  very  much  difturbed  at  this  confpi- 
racy,  which  might  again  break  our  fo  as  to  difconcert 
his  whole  fcheme,  formed  a  refolution,  that  at  once 
evinced  the  greatnefs  and  intrepidity  of  his  mind : 
this  was  to  deftroy  the  (hips,  that  the  foldiers  beinc 
deprived  of  all  means  of  efcape,  might  a£t  with 
greater  ardour  and  unanimity,  Irom  their  having  no 
other  choice  but  to  conquer  or  die.  Having  com- 
municated this  important  fcheme  to  his  confidents, 
they  exeried  thcmfclves  amongfl  the  foldiers  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  they  themfclvcs  went  to  perfuadc  him 
to  agree  to  it.  Orders  were  accordingly  given  for 
bringing  on  ihore  the  iron  w  >rk,  ..nchors,  fails,  and 
every  thing  that  mifiht  be  of  ufe,  and  then  to  fink 
them  all,  except  tlic  boats,  which  were  rcfcrved  for 
fiihing. 

But 
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But  no  fcx)ner  had  Cortes  taken  this  extraordinary 
ftep,  than  all  the  advantage  of  it  feenied  to  be  de* 
ftroyed  by  an  accident  that  could  not  poflibly  be  fore- 
feen,  and  which  it  was  .therefore  inipofiible  for  him 
to  kvoid.  This  was  the  arrival  of  a  fmall  fquadron 
upon  the  coait,  of  which  he  received  advice  by  an 
exprefs  from  Juan  de  Efcalante.  He  immediately 
went  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  ai  his  arrival  perceived  one 
of  the  veflcls  ai  anchor  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
the  Ibore,  where  were  landed  three  Spaniards,  one  of 
whom  was  a  public  notary.  Cortes  went  to  them 
with  a  fmall  party,  when  the  notary  delivered  to  him 
a  writing,  which  contained  in  fubftance,  that  the  go* 
vcrnor  of  Jamaica  laid  claim  to  a  part  of  that  country^ 
and  therefore  fent  to  inform  Cortes,  that  he  was  not 
to  make  a  fettlement  there.  Cortes  declined  taking 
the  paper,  and  very  mildly  told  hims  that  it  would 
be  better  if  Captam  Pineda,  who  he  underftood  was 
the  commander  of  the  fquadron,  would  come  oa 
fhore,  in  order  that  they  might  adjuft  the  affair  in  on 
amicable  manner.  But  finding  that  nobody  came,  he 
directed  three  of  his  men  to  put  on  the  priibnera 
cloaths,  and  to  go  down  to  the  fea-fide,  where  they 
were  to  make  fignals  with  their  cloaks.     In  confe- 

2uence  of  this  ftratagem  a  boat  came  off*  from  the 
lip  with  twelve  men  well  armed,  and  four  men  land- 
ii)gf  with  an  Indian,  advanced  toward  them.  By 
which  ftratagem  he  got  thefe  into  his  hands ;  but  the 
boat's  crew  rowed  back  to  the  veffel,  which  foon  after 
weished  anchor  and  ftood  to  fea.  Thefe  men  readily 
inlifted  under  him,  and  Cortes  returned  with  a  fmall 
recruit  of  feven  Spaniards,  which  was  then  efteemed 
a  very  confiderable  reinforcement. 

Having  formed  his  little  army,  and  appointed  an 
advanced  party  to  reconnoitre.  Cortes  began  his 
inarch  toward  Mexico,  on  the  »oili  of  Auguit  1519, 
and  in  the  way  was  kindly  entertaiiied  at  the  towns 
belonging  to  the  confederates,  in  cac  ;i  of  which  places 
be  erected  a  crofs,  and  exhorted  the  people  to  forbear 
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oflfering  human  facriBces.  They  now  entered  upon 
the  rough  part  of  the  mountains,  where  they  were 
obliged  to  march  for  three  days  over  rocks  and  pre- 
cipices, in  cold  and  rainy  weather,  without  any  thing 
to  fheltcr  themfelves  from  the  inclemency  of  the  ain 

They  next  entered  into  the  large  and  populous 
province  of  Zocathlan>  where  in  a  valley  at  the  foot 
of  a  mountain,  was  a  city  of  the  fame  name,  in  which 
t!ie  cacique  rcfided.  Cortes  fent  two  ZemDoallans  to 
inform  this  prince  of  his  arrival,  who  fiiW  returned 
with  a  favourable  anfwer.  The  cacique  came  out  of 
the  city  with  a  great  retinue,  and  received  the  ge- 
neral with  a  kind  of  forced  civility.  The  Spaniards 
here  found  very  incommodious  quarters  -,  Cortes, 
however,  concealed  his  refentment,  in  order  to  give 
that  prince  no  opportunity  of  engaging  him  in  hofti- 
Kties  that  would  inevitably  obftruft  his  march. 

The  next  day  the  cacique  vifited  Cortes  at  his 
quarters,  when  the  latter  received  him  with  great 
civility,  and  among  other  queftions,  aJked  whether 
he  was  fubjeft  to  the  emperor  of  Mexico  ?  when  the 
other  replied.  Is  there  any  man  upon  earth,  who  is 
not  a  flave  to  Motezuma  ?  To  which  Cortes  fcom- 
fully  replied.  That  he  himfelf,  and  thofe  who  acc6m» 
panied  him,  obeyed  another  king  who  had  many 
ftibjefts  more  powerful  than  Motezuma.  But  ihc 
cacique,  without  attending  to  thefe  words,  proceeded 
to  dilplay  the  grandeur  of  his  emperor  -,  the  provinces 
under  his  dominion,  he  faid,  were  innumerable,  and 
obferved  that  he  had  many  lords  who  fcrved  bare-foot 
in  his  palace,  with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground; 
adding,  that  he  refided  in  the  largeft,  moft  beautiful, 
and  ftrongeft  city  in  the  univerfe,  founded  in  the 
midfl:  of  lakes. 

Cortes  cafily  difcovered  the  intent  of  this  difcourfe, 
which  had  been  diftated  by  the  court  of  Mexico,  to 
deter  him  from  proceeding ;  but  Teeming  not  to  pe- 
netrate into  his  defign,  he  replied  that  he  was  already 
informed  of  MotC2uma*s  grandeur,  and  that  his  em- 

baffy 
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bafly  being  peaceable,  his  men  were  appointed  rather 
to  (hew  his  authority,  than  as  a  martial  guard ;  but 
yet  the  mofl:  inconfiderable  Spaniard  was  able  to  over- 
throw a  whole  army  of  Indians.  That  he  fought  for 
peace ;  but  if  he  was  compelled  to  engage  in  war,  he 
would  deftroy  his  enemies  with  fire  and  fword ;  for 
nature  would  afTift  him  with  her  prodigies,  and 
heaven  with  its  lightning.  This  rodomontade  had  a 
furprifing  effedt,  and  the  cacique  was  fo  over-awed 
by  it",  that  he  entirely  altered  his  conduft,  and  fup- 
plied  the  Spaniards  with  provifions  in  great  plenty, 
during  the  five  days  Cortes  (laid  there. 

Cortes  now  proceeded  on  his  march  to  the  province 
of  Tlafcala,  that  bordered  upon  Zocathlan,  and  for 
feveral  days  nothing  confiderable  happened  :  but 
afterward  hearing  that  the  whole  country  was  in 
arms,  he  rtfolved  to  halt  at  a  fmall  town  called 
Xacazingo,  till  he  (hould  be  better  informed  of  their 
de(]gns. 

The  province  of  Tlafcala  was  about  50  leagues  in 
circumference,  and  though  the  land  was  mountainous 
and  uneven,  it  abounded  with  inhabitants.  The  ca- 
pital was  built  upon  different  eminences.  The  peo- 
ple at  firft  were  governed  by  kings,  till  growing  weary 
of  their  tyranny,  they  fliook  off  the  yoke,  and  formed 
themfclves  into  a  regular  commonwealth. 

To  this  republic  Cortes  fent  four  of  the  principal 
Zempoallans,  who  were  fully  inftrufted  by  Aguilar 
and  Marina,  how  to  addrefs  the  Senate,  in  demanding 
a  pa(rage  for  the  sSpaniards  through  their  territories. 
They  inftantly  put  on  the  appearance  of  ambafladors, 
each  wearing  on  liis  fhoultler  a  wreathed  cotton-tippet 
knotted  at  the  ends  -,  in  the  right  hand  a  large  arrow, 
and  on  the  left  arm  a  target,  formed  of  tortoile-lhell. 
Upon  thcfe  occafions,  when  the  purjxirt  of  the  em- 
baify  was  war,  the  fea'Iicrs  of  the  arrow  were  red; 
but  when  their  errand  was  peace,  they  were  white. 
By  ihcfe  fymbols  the  ambafiadors  were  known  and 

refp-jfted 
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refpefted  on  the  tugh  roads ;  but  if  they  turned  afide 
they  forfeited  their  privileges. 

Cwtes's  four  envoys  on  their  entering  Tlafcala, 
'were  conduced  to  a  houfe  fet  apart  for  the  reception 
of  ambafladors,  and  the  next  day  brought  into  the 
Icnate.  After  a  fhort  (Conference,  the  fenacors  told 
the  ambafladors,  that  they  gratefully  received  the 
falutation  of  the  confederates;  but  mufl  deliberate 
upon  the  anfwer  to  be  returned  to  the  ftrangers.  The 
Indians  then  retired  to  their  lodging,  when  Cortcs's 
demand  produced  very  obftinate  debates,  fome  in- 
filling upon  repelling  him  by  force  of  arms,  and 
others  propofing  a  compliance  with  his  requeft.  The 
chief  of  thofe  who  efpoufed  pacific  fenciments  was  an 
old  fenator  named  Magifcatzen,  a  perfon  of  great  au- 
thority in  the  republic,  who  reminded  them  of  a  pro* 
phecy,  that  an  invincible  race  of  men  would  come 
from  the  eaft,  with  fuch  dominion  over  the  elements, 
that  they  (hould  form  floating  cities  upon  the  feas, 
and  ufe  fire  and  air  to  fubdue  the  earth.  Thefe 
fbangers  he  alleged  were  certainly  the  people  fore- 
told ;  and,  that  as  they  only  defired  a  pafTage  through 
their  country,  they  could  not  refufe  it  without  being 
guilty  of  incivility  to  thofe  who  had  never  injured 
them,  nor  without  difrefpeft  to  their  allies,  by  whom 
they  were  fo  warmly  recommended. 

Magifcatzen's  fpeech  was  received  with  applaufe ; 
but  the  favourable  difpofitions  he  infpired  were  in- 
tirely  changed  by  the  interpofition  of  Xicotencal  their 
genera],  a  young  man  animated  by  ambition,  who 
ridiculed  the  prophecy,  and  reprefented  the  Spaniards 
as  common  men,  whofe  veflels  and  arms  were  pro* 
duced  by  human  art,  whofe  valour  was  not  uncom« 
mon,  and  whofe  pride,  cruelty,  and  avarice,  were 
intolerable.  He  therefore  earneftly  intreated  that 
thev  would  allow  him  to  afTemble  the  forces,  and  ex- 
terminate  them  at  once,  as  the  oppreffors  of  their 
country  and  the  enemies  of  their  religion. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe  arguments  had  great  weight  with  a  people 
ambitious  of  military  glory :   they  therefore  ordered'- 
their  general  to  try  his  flrength  with  the  Chriftians, 
but  detained  the  ambafTadors. 

Cortes  having  waited  eight  days  fbr  the  return  of 
his  ambaflfadors,  determined  to  continue  his  march 
towards  the  city  of  Tlafcala,  that  in  cafe  they  were 
refolved  on  hoftilities,  he  might  attack  them  before 
they  were  joined  by  their  allies ;  by  which  prudenc 
refolution  he  prevented  their  obtaining  time  to  guard 
a  ftrong  flone  wall  which  was  20  feet  thick,  and  9 
feet  high,  with  a  parapet  upon  the  top  :  it  reached 
crofs  the  valley,  extending  from  one  mountain  to 
another,  and  had  no  other  entrance  but  in  the  mid- 
dle, where  the  two  ends  circularly  crofled  each  other 
for  the  fpace  of  ten  paces,  and  might  have  eafily  been 
defended    againfl:    all    invaders.       The    Spaniards 
having  pafTed  this  wall  without  oppofltion,  marched 
in  good  order  with  their  artillery  ready,  and  with  ad- 
vanced parties  to  prevent  furprize.     Thefe  parties  at 
length  difcovered  20  or  30  Indians  at  a  confiderable 
diftance,  who  by  their  plumes  appeared  to  be  foldicrs. 
The  Indians  took  to  their  heels,  till  having  joined  the 
main  body,  which  was  at  fomc  diftance,  they  faced 
about,  and  (tood  in  a  pofture  of  defence.     At  this 
inftant  the  Spanifh  infantry  came  up,  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  battalion,  and  with  the  firft  volley  of  the 
fire-arms  threw  the  Indians  into  diforder.     Of  this 
the  Spaniards  taking  advantage  fell  upon  them  with 
fuch  refolution,  that  in  a  (hort  time  they  quitted  the 
field. 

Proceeding  on  their  march  the  next  day,  they  werc- 
oppofed  by  a  larger  body  of  the  enemy,  which  ad- 
vanced with  great  noife,  and  having  difchargcd  a 
flight  of  arrows  and  a  large  quantity  of  ftones  from 
their  flings,  retreated,  making  a  kind  of  running 
fight ;  but  Cortes  imagining  that  this  retreat  was  on- 
ly a  ftratagem,  followed  in  clofe  order,  till  having, 
reached  the  top  of  a  hill  he  difcovered  a  plain,  where 

was 
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vn»  an  army  of  about  40,000  men,  compofed  of 
"Various  nations,  diftinguiihed  by  the  colours  of  their 
enfigns  and  plumes.  The  Spaniards  boldly  marched 
down  the  hill;  formed  on  the  even  ground,  and 
moved  on  to  the  attack,  while  the  Indians  ftill  retired^ 
till  finding  them  at  a  diftance  from  the  hill,  they 
opened  to  the  right  and  left,  and  ran  furiouQy  to 
occupy  the  ground  on  both  fides,  and  then  clofing  in 
a  circle,  furrounded  the  Spaniards,  who  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  throw  themfclves  into  an  hollow  fquare,  in 
order  to  fuftain  the  fury  of  the  affailants.  The  air 
was  foon  darkened  with  the  arrows,  darts  and  ftones, 
which  fell  upon  the  Spaniards,  till  the  Indians  ob- 
ferving  the  little  cfFedt  of  thefe  miflive  weapons, 
boldly  attacked  them  with  their  pikes  and  fwords. 
But  the  artillery  fwcpt  down  whole  companies ;  the 
imall  arms  killed  them  in  heaps,  and  Cortes  breaking 
in  among  them  with  his  horfe,  (lew  and  trampled 
under  foot  all  that  came  in  his  way.  During  the 
battle  Pedro  de  Moron,  who  was  mounted  on  horfe- 
back,  was  furrounded  and  taken  by  ^he  Indians,  after 
having  received  feveral  wounds  -,  but  though  he  was 
foon  relealed  by  the  reft  of  the  cavalry,  his  horfe  was 
killed. 

The  Spaniards  being  greatly  fatigued,  began  to  be 
dubious  of  fuccefs,  when  the  cries  of  the  enemy  fud- 
denly  ceafcd,  and  this  filcnce  was  followed  by  the 
noife  of  horns  and  drums  founding  a  retreat.  The 
enemy  then  moving  off  flowly,  left  the  field  to  the 
Chriftians :  but  notwithllanding  the  lofs  of  mod  of 
their  officers,  they  entered  their  quarters  in  triumph,, 
with  the  horfc's  head  carried  as  a  trophy  before  the 
general,  who  fcnt  it  to  Tlafcala,  where  it  was  facri- 
ficed  with  extraordinary  folemnity  in  one  of  the  tem- 
ples. Nine  or  ten  of  the  Spanifli  foldiers,  and  many 
of  the  Zempoallans,  who  were  fired  by  the  example 
of  the  Spaniards,  were  wounded  in  this  battle,  which 
was  no  fooncr  over,  than  Cortes  obferving  a  fmall 
town  on  an  eminence  that  commanded  the  country, 

marched 
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narched  thither,  and  had  the  fatisfa£tion  of  finding  it 
veil  fupplied  with  providons. 

The  fentiments  of  the  Tlafcalans  were  (till  divided ; 
br  while  fome  cried  out  for  peace,  others  were  equally 
ager  for  continuing  the  war :  Xicocencal  demanded 
upplies  to  revenge  the  lofs  they  had  fuffered,  and 
^np  of  the  confederates  arriving  at  the  fame  time 
irich  10,000  men,  this  fuccour  encouraged  them  to 
^rofecute  the  war  with  frefh  vigour.  In  the  mean 
ime  the  four  Zempoallan  ambaiTadors  returned  by 
lifitrrent  ways  to  the  Spaniards,  and  informed  Cortes^ 
Juic  as  foon  as  Xicotencal  took  the  field,  they  were 
put  in  a  prifon,  and  dcftined  by  the  Tlafcalans  as  fa- 
ciifices  to  the  God  of  war,  but  that  they  had  happily 
Found  aieans  to  make  their  efcape. 
'  Though  a  profound  ftillnefs  reigned  throughout  the 
country,  Cortes  was  far  from  imagining  that  he  was 
out  of  danger  ^  he  therefore  refolved  to  maintain  his 
paft ;  but  forefeeing  that  the  Indians  would  interpret 
his  inaction  as  proceeding  from  fear,  he  refolved  the 
next  morninor  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  in  order  to 
gain  intelligence;  and  therefore  marched  out  with  all 
his  horfc  and  200  foot,  which  equally  confided  of 
Spaniards  and  Zempoallans.  He  advanced  as  far  as 
fome  villages  in  the  road  to  1  lafcala,  where  he  found 
great  lloi  c  of  provifions,  and  made  feveral  prifoners, 
by  whom  he  was  informed  that  Xicotencal  was  en- 
camped about  two  Kagues  from  thence,  and  em- 
ploytrd  in  recruiting  and  augmenting  his  army. 

The  Zempoallans  being  now  highly  incenlcd  againft 
the  Tlafcalans,  Cortes  permitted  them  to  deftroy  the 
country  with  fire  and  fword,  and  then  returned  to  the 
camp,  where  lie  fct  at  hbcrty  all  his  prifoners,  and 
amon:j:  thufe  who  had  been  taken  the  day  before,  he 
chofc  two  or  three  to  carry  a  meflage  to  Xicotencal, 
in  which  he  cxprellcd  his  concern  for  the  lofs  he  had 
fuftaincd  in  tlie  battle  ;  and  dcfired  that  he  would 
now  confcnt  to  an  accommodation,  orherwife  he 
fhould  make  the  name  of  Tlafcala  a  terror  to  its 

neigh- 
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neighbours.  The  prifoners  at  their  departure  pw^ 
mifed  to  bring  him  an  anfwer;  and  a  few  hours 
after  they  kept  their  word ;  but  returned  bloody  and 
mangled  by  XicotencaPs  order,  for  presuming  to 
deliver  fuch  a  meflage  :  with  an  anfwer  chat  Xicdii 
cencal  would  meet  the  Chriftians  as  foon  as  the  fan 
arofe,  when  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  fhould 
carry  them  alive  to  the  altars  of  his  gods ;  and  that  to 
fliew  how  little  he  feared  him,  he  gave  him  notice 
of  his  refolution,  that  he  might  have  time  to  prepare 
himfelf. 

Cortes,  though  piqued  at  Xicotencal's  infblencc^ 
would  not  neglcfdt  his  advice  :  but  at  day-break  took 
poflelfion  of  a  fpot  where  he  could  receive  the  enemy 
with  advantage.     In  a  fhort  time  the  fcouts  returned 
with  intelligence,  that  the  enemy  were  upon  their 
march,    and  foon  after  they  appeared,  when  their 
number  amounted  to  above  50,000  men,  confifting 
of  the  whole  ftrcngth  of  the  republic  and  its  dlies. 
They  difplayed  a  large  golden  eagle,  which  was  the 
enfign  of  Tlafcala,  and  was  never  brought  into  the 
field,  but  upon  the  greatefl:  undertakings,  and  at  firft 
feemed  to  advance  with  equal  expedition  and  intr^ 
pidity.     On  their  coming  within  cannon  Ihot,  the 
artillery  filled  them  with  fuch  terror  that  they  halted 
for  fome  time  ^  but  at  length  ruflied  forward  in  1 
throng  till  they  were  near  enough  to  ufc  their  ffings 
and  arrows,  when  they  wer'j  a  fecond  time  ftopt  bj 
the  diicharge  of  the  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows.    But 
at  lenL;,th  they  burft  upon  the  Spaniards  like  a  torreoti 
and  bioke  their  ranks  by  mere  dint  of  weight  and 
multitude :  they,  however,  formed  again ;  when  on 
a  fudden  a  great  difturbance  appeared  among  the 
'enemy,  whofe  troops  moved  to  and  fro,  and  turned 
their  arms  againft  each  other,  till  at  length  they  re- 
tired in  a  tumultuous  manner. 

The  caufe  of  this  difturbance  and  retreat  was  after- 
ward found  to  be  owing  to  the  infolencc  of  £co* 
tencal  in  upbraiding  one  of  the  confederate  caciques 

with 
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Irith  omardice^  fbc  noc  advandng  when  the  reft  were 

bngiged.    The  Indian  chief  woo  had  1O9OOO  men 

^  WBoer  his  command,  returned  an  angrj  ahfwer,  which 

Ifdi^  followed  by  a  challenge;  the  other  caciqueSi 

<^ufed  their  friend's  quarr^  arid  immediately  re^ 

4iitd.    Upon  which  Xicotencal,  finding  himfelf  aban- 

^.Axied  by  his  allies,  and  haring  iben  a  great  /lumbef 

iOf  fais  people  flain  upon  the  ipot,  left  the  field; 

.'i   it  is  £ud  that  Cortes  loft  only  a  fingle  foldier  oa 

/Uiit  6ccafion ;  however^  feveral  of  the  men  were  very 

moch  dilcouraged  at  their  having  been  put  into  dit> 

and  loudly  declared,  that  they  would  not  fa-^ 

their  lives  to  Cortes*s  obftinacy,  but  return  bf 

jtrtmnielves  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  leave  him  alone  to  fol^ 

tinw  the  didates  of  his  ambition.    This  fpirit  of  mu^ 

timf  made  it  neceflary  for  Cortes  to  aflemble  the  fpl- 

dkn^  when  he  exerted  his  eloquence  with  fuchfuc*^ 

3fltbf  that  one  of  the  mutineers  cried  abud,  *^  Fellow^ 

.|i* ::fiddiers,  our  general  is  in  the  rights  we  cannot 

.^  now  retire  withoyt  being  inevitably  loft  \*  and  this 

opinion  was  immediately  ailented  to  by  the  "whdle 

lumy. 

Mean  while  the  Tlafcalans  were  fo  intimidated  by 
Uie  ill  fuccefs  of  the  fecond  battle,  that  they  cried 
aloud  for  peace  with  the  ftrangers,  whom  they 
feftttmed  invincible.  But  the  fenate  concluding  they 
-  were  magicians,  refolved  to  oppofe  inchantmenc 
aflainfl  inchantment,  and  therefore  confulted  theif 
Wizards,  who  now  pretended  to  have  difcovered  the 
taufe  of  their  defeat.  They  aflerted  that  the  Spaniards 
were  the  ofispring  of  the  Sun,  whence  they  derived  a 
fuperior  power  m}m  the  warmth  of  his  beams ;  but 
that  when  he  difappeared  they  remained  weak  and 
diipirited.  Hence  they  propofed  that  they  fhould  be 
attacked  by  night,  and  utterly  deftroyed  before  they 
could  be  reanimated  by  the  beams  of  their  father. 
This  abfurd  piece  of  intelligence  the  fcnatc  commu- 
tticated  to  Xicotencal,  with  orders  to  exejcute  it,  and 
:    Vol.  I.  R  he 
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he  immediately  began  to  prepare  ioT  taking  his  n>ea* 
fures  accordingly. 

Mean  while  Cortes  took  particular  care  to  preferve 
the  ftriAefl:  difcipline,  and  with  good  reafon ;  for  on 
the  night  deftined  for  the  attack,  the  out-centinels  dif- 
covered  a  body  of  the  enemy  marching  toward  the 
town  with  unufual  flownefs  and  filence,  when  notice 
being  given  of  their  approach,  the  foldiers  manned  the 
works  without  noife  or  confufion,  and  chearfuUy  waited 
to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  Xicotencal  had 
10,000  men  under  his  command,  whom  he  ordered  to 
attack  the  quarters  on  three  (ides  at  once,  which  the^ 
did  with  equal  fpeed  and  reiblution ;  but  they  met 
with  fuch  a  powerful  and  unexpe&ed  refiftance,  that 
many  were  flain,  and  the  reft  were  the  more  terrified 
from  their  having  been  confident  that  they  fhould  find 
the  Spaniards  weak  and  unprepared.  Cortes  no  fooner 
perceived  them  retiring  from  the  wall,  than  he  fcnt 
out  part  of  his  infantry,  and  all  his  horfe,  fumi(hed 
with  breaft-plates  full  of  bells,  to  charge  the  Indians, 
who  were  fo  terrified  at  the  unufual  noife,  that  they 
fled  in  confufion,  leaving  a  confiderable  number  ciif 
dead,  and  fome  wounded,  whom  they  were  in  too 
great  a  hurry  to  carry  off.  This  vidory  was  obtained 
by  the  lofs  of  one  man,  who  was  a  Zempoallan. 

Tlie  news  of  this  difappointment  foon  reached 
Tlafcala,  whcji  the  inhabitants  unanimoufly  demanded 
peace,  and  juftice  againll  the  magicians  for  having 
deceived  them.  The  fenate  aflembling,  agreed  to 
punirti  the  impoftors,  two  of  whom  were  immediately 
facrificed  to  their  gods,  and  to  apply  to  the  ftrangers 
for  forgivcnefs,  now  firmly  believir.g  that  they  were 
the  celelHal  people  mentioned  in  the  prophecy.  Mean 
while  a  mcllcnger  was  fent  to  inform  Xicotencal  of  the 
fenate's  rcfolution  ;  but  that  general  being  exafperatcd 
againft  the  Spaniards,  from  v.hor.1  he  longed  to  re- 
trieve his  honour,  ablolutely  refufed  to  coinply,  and 
rcfolved  to  make  a  fecond  aTault  by  night :   but  in 

order 
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order  to  know  the  nature  and  (Irength  of  their  fortifi- 
cations, he  employed  40  foldiers  to  enter  the  Spanifh 
quarters  anriong  the  neighbouring  peafants,  who  re- 
Ibrted  thither  to  exchange  provifions  for  baubles. 
Thcfc  fpies  had  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  the  morning 
among  the  Spaniards  unfufpeded,  till  a  Zempoallan, 
who  had  obferved  one  of  them  narrowly  examining 
the  fortifications,  communicated  his  fufpicion  to 
Cortes,  who  inftantly  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  the 
torture,  when  he  made  a  full  confefTion,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  his  comrades  were  apprehended,  and 
the  whole  fcheme  difcovcrcd.  The  general  then 
caufed  fifteen  of  the  moft  obftinate  of  thefe  fpies  to  be 
punifhed,  fome  by  lofin-T  a  hand,  and  others  their 
chumbs,  and  then  difmiflcd  them  to  tell  Xicotencal 
that  he  was  prepared  for  his  coming,  and  had  fent  his 
fpies  alive  that  they  might  acquaint  him  with  the  fitua- 
tion  of  his  works. 

At  this  bloody  fpeftacle  the  Indian  army  was  flruck 
with  horror  and  aftonifhment,  and  their  meflage  made 
a  deep  impreffion  on  the  general's  mind.  He  now  be- 
gan to  think  that  the  Spaniards  could  not  have  dif- 
covered  his  defign  without  a  fupematural  information : 
but  while  he  was  refiefting  on  this  fubjeft,  he  was 
accoftcd  by  feveral  perfons,  fent  by  the  fenate  to  diveft 
him  of  his  command. 

The  Spaniards  expeded  an  attack  all  that  night  and 
the  next  day ;  but  on  the  fucceeding  morning  a  de- 
putation came  from  the  fenate  and  republic  of  Tlaf- 
cala  to  treat  of  peace  :  they  were  allowed  to  enter ; 
and  being  introduced  to  Cortes,  they  apologized  for 
what  was  pad,  fued  for  peace,  and  earneftly  entreated 
him  to  march  to  their  city,  where  the  Spaniards  fhould 
be  Icrved  and  refpefted  as  the  children  of  tlie  Sun, 
and  the  brothers  of  the  gods.  Cortes  treated  them 
with  an  affefted  feverity,  and  told  them,  that,  how- 
ever, peace  was  agreeable  to  his  inclinations,  and  he 
would  endeavour  to  appeafe  the  anger  of  his  captains. 

R  2  Mote- 
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Motezuma  was  greatly  alarmed  at  Cortes's  fuctefi 
againft  the  Tlafcalans,  apprehending  that  (hould  they 
unite  their  forces,  they  might  be  able  to  overturn  his 
whole  empire.     Yet  inftead  of  aflembling  an  army  in 
his  own  defence,  he  fent  another  prefcnt  to  Cortes,  by 
ambalTadors  who  were  ordered  to  divert  him  from  his 
intended  journey,  to  watch  over  his  adions,  and  if 
poffible  to  prevent  a  reconciliation  between  him  and 
the  Tlafcalans.    Five-Mexicans  of  the  firft  rank,  who 
were  charged  with  this  embafly,  arrived  in  the  Spa- 
nifli  quarters,  foon  after  the  minifters  of  the  republic 
had  departed,  and  were  favourably  received  by  Cortes, 
who  accepted  of  the  prefcnt  -,  but  would  not  difpatch 
them  immediately,  as  he  was  defirous  of  having  them 
fee  the  Tlafcalans  humbled :  and  indeed  they  had  no 
inclination  to  depart,  till  they  had  accompliflied  the 
real  defign  of  their  embafly. 

In  the  mean  time  the  republic  caufed  the  neighr 
bouring  villages  to  furnifli  the  Spanilh  army  with 
provifions  gratis ;  and  in  two  days  Cortes  was  vifitcd 
by  Xicotencal  at  the  head  of  50  noblemen  of  his  party, 
who  attended  him  with  the  enfigns  of  peace.  He 
was  well  made,  above  the  middle  ftature,  and  had  a 
countenance  that  commanded  refpeft.  He  wore  t 
white  mantle  adorned  with  jewels,  and  behaved  be- 
fore Cortes  with  the  free  air  of  a  foldier.  Cortes  com- 
plained, in  the  hearing  of  the  Mexican  ambafladors, 
with  fome  vehemence,  of  the  unjuft  war  they  had 
carried  on,  but  granted  peace,  and  promifed  that  no 
violence  Ihould  be  committed  by  the  foldiers.  At 
Xicotencars  departure  he  gave  him  his  hand,  and  told 
him  that  he  would  return  the  viQt  after  he  had  dif- 
patched  Motezuma's  ambafladors. 

The  Mexicans  made  a  jeft  of  the  peace,  and  pit^ 
tended  that  the  Tlafcalans  only  fought  to  lull  him  into 
&curityy  in  order  with  the  greater  eafe  to  deftroy  him 
and  his  ic^diers.  But  finding  that  he  was  fixed  in  his 
rtfolution  to  grant  them  a  peace,  they  defired  him  to 

delay 
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^eky  his  march  to  Tlaicala  for  fix  days,  promifing  to 
fend  two  of  their  number  to  Mexico, '  while  the  rdt 
would  ftay  to  expeft  his  refolution :  and  as  Cortes  did 

£:  chink  proper  to  break  with  Motezuma,  he  con- 
ted  to  this  requeft. 

Within  the  appointed  dme  the  ambaflTadors  re- 
tnmed,  accompanied  by  fix  perfons  of  high  rank, 
irith  a  iplendid  retinue,  bearing  another  prelent  of 
giCftCer  yalue  than  the  former ;  declaring  that  Mote- 
soma  defired  to  be  the  friend  and  confederate  of  the 
great  Ibvereign  of  the  Spaniards,  and  would  pay  him 
an  annual  tribute,  provided  they  would  enter  into  no 
league  with  the  Tlafcalani^  and  lay  afide  their  defign 
of  coming  to  Mexico. 

But  Cortes  being  refolved  that  thefe  ambafladors 
]fliould  be  witnefs  of  the  peace  with  Tlafcala,  poft« 
SOBcd  his  anfwcr,  relblving  to  detain  them  as  long  as 
it-  could,  to  give  Motezuma  the  Ids  time  to  prepare 
ibr  hb^ities.  Thefe  embaflies  {o  gready  alarmed  the 
'Tlafcalans,  that  the  government  came  to  a  refolution 
to  vifit  Cortes  in  the  form  of  a  fenate,  in  order  to  con- 
vince him  of  their  fincerity,  and  break  off  his  nego^ 
dation  with  the  Mexicans.  They  accordingly  ar- 
rived in  folemn  procefiion,  carried  upon  the  flioulders 
of  inferior  officers,  and  followed  by  numerous  atten- 
dants. Cortes  received  them  with  his  ufual  ftate  and 
civility ;  and  after  they  were  feated,  was  addrefled  by 
the  father  of  Xicotencal,  a  blind  old  man  of  a  ve- 
iierable  afped,  who  told  him,  that  the  fenate  of  Tlaf- 
cala were  come  to  fue  for  peace  on  his  own  terms ;  to 
diflliade  him  from  entering  into  a  league  with  the 
tyrant  Motezuma ;  and  intreated  him  to  honour  their 
dty  with  his  prefence.  Cortes  afiured  him  that  he 
would  march  to  Tlafcala,  whenever  the  people  of  the 
.neighbouring  villages  were  ready  to  condud  his  bag- 
jgage  and  artillery.  The  next  morning  500  umines, 
.or  carriers,  appeared  at  his  quarters,  and  having 
made  the  proper  difpofitions,  he  immediately  began 
lus  march* 
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The  Spaniards  were  received  by  the  fenators  and 
nobles,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  town,  who, 
having  paid  their  refpefts  to  the  general,  turned  about 
and  marched  before.  The  city  refoundcd  with  (houts, 
acclamations,  and  the  difagrecable  noife  of  their  horns, 
pipes,  and  drums. 

As  Cortes  knew  the  warlike  charafter  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived,  he  obferved  the  utmoft  cir- 
cumfpeftion ;  which  greatly  mortified  the  Tlafcalans ) 
and  Magifcatzin  being  fcnt  by  the  fenate  to  complain 
of  it  to  Cortes,  he  aflured  him,  that  he  was  wfcU  con- 
vinced of  the  fincerity  and  good-will  of  the  republic, 
and  that  his  ibldiers  appearing;  in  arms,  was  one  of  the 
cffcdls  of  that  dilciplinc  which  had  rendered  the  Spa- 
niards invincible.  With  this  reply  the  fenate  were 
fatisficd,  and  the  Spaniards  received  daily  proofisof 
the  fidelity  and  friendfliip  of  their  new  allies,  Cortes's 
zeal  made  him  refolve  to  deftroy  all  their  idols ;  but 
it  foon  was  moderated  by  the  charity  of  father  de  (M- 
medo,  who  told  him  that  perfecution  but  ill  agreed 
with  the  doftrincs  of  the  gofpel,  and  that  their  con- 
vcrfion  required  time  and  gentle  ufagc.  However  he 
prevailed  with  the  Tlafcalans  to  defift  from  humm 
facrifices,  and  to  fet  at  liberty  thofc  miferablc  wretches 
who  were  fed  in  cages,  in  order  to  be  the  vidtims  of 
their  inhuman  worfliip. 

Peace  being  eftablilhed,  and  the  fenate  of  Tlaicah 
having  fworn  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Spain,  Cortes 
difmiffed  the  Mexican  ambafladors,  whom  he  defiicd 
to  inform  Motezuma  of  what  had  pafled  in  their 
fence. 

While  Cortes  ftill  continued  at  Tlafcala,  recei^i^ 
in  the  name  of  Charles  V.  from  the  difFerent 
^nfcdcrates  of  the  republic,  the  inhabi* 
^ttcd  by  a  furprizing  irruption  of  fire 
10  6f  Popocatepcc,  an  high  mount«n 
s  diibnce  from  the  city,  which  filled 
ith  terror  and  conftcrnation ;  for  they  q- 
igined  it  to  be  a  prefage  of  future  mis- 
fortunes. 
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fortunes,  and  fuppofed  that  the  foarks  of  fire  .wer^ 
die  fouls  of  tyrants  feot  abroad  by  the  o&nded  dcitici 
tb  chaftiie  the  earth. 

While  Magifcatzin  and  Ibme  of  the  j>rincipal  nobler 
ooen  were  rehearfing  thcfe  idle  fancies  to  Corte^ 
Diego  de  Ordaz  came  to  aflc  leave  to  aicend  tbe 
mountain,  in  order  to  gratify  his  curiofity.  The  Inr' 
riians,  ailonifhed  at  his  propoial,  endeayoured*  to  p/ar- 
Kiade  him  from  engagihg  m  fuch  a  dangerous;  epterr 
prifir,  and  obferved,  that  the  bold^ft  menc^  cliffSr  A9- 
iba  had  never  ventured  beyond  ibme  hermitages  gf 
Arir  gods,  about  the  middle  of  the  eminence,  and  * 
dttt  dreadful  roarings  and  tremblings  forbad  all  ap- 
^loach  to  its  fummit.  This  account  increaied  thie* 
fBfpmtfk  of  Diego  de  Ordaz,  and  Cortes  granted  hi^ 
^ueft,  in  order  to  afibrd  the  Tlafcalans  a  fnefli  piogf 
of  the  fuperior  courage  of  the  Spaniards. 
c-  Onlaz  therefore  fet  out  on  this  expedition  attended 
bjr  two  ibldiers,  and  fome  of  the  principal  Indians, 
prho  ofieird  to  attend  him  as  far  as  the  hermitages. 
He  found  the  bottom  of  the  mouiitain  beautified  on 
ill  £des  with  green  trees,  which  extended  a  confider- 
Mc  way  up  the  afcent.  The  earth  then  grew  barren 
l>y  decrees.  The  Indians  flx>pped  at  their  hermitages^ 
la  which  they  never  expeded  to  fee  the  Spaniards  re^r 
tarn;  and  Diego  de  Ordaz,  with  his  companions,  pro- 
ceeded, climbing  among  the  rocks,  which  were 
Miitened  by  fnow  and  the  afhes  difcharged  from  the 
Volcano ;  and  at  length  reached  a  place  at  afmall  dif«- 
Mice  from  the  fummit,  where  they  felt  the  earth 
aiove  violently  under  them,  and  heard  a  dreadful 
mring  ifTue.from  the  mou(h  of  the  Volcano,  which 
krith  redoubled  noife  difcharged  a  valt  quantity  of 
iie  aiid  fmoke,  that  darted  upward  to  a  great  height. 
Hie  Spaniards  were  inibmtly  covered  with  a  fhower 
tf  hot  aflies,  which  obliged  them  to  feek  for  (helter 
ft  the  hollow  of  a  rock,  where  they  were  almoft  ftifled, 
ENego  de  Ordaz,  however,  perceiving  that  the  earth- 
Ria^e  was  paflcd,  encouraged  the  foldiers,  by  his 
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example,  to  profccuK  this  difcovery,  till  they  came 
within  fight  of  the  mouth  of  the  volcano,  wWch  wa^ 
about  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  circumference ;  they 
oblcrved  at  the  bottom  a  large  quantity  of  inflammable 
matter,  which  boiled  up  Uke  Ibme  Ihining  metal  in 
fulioii.  With  this  account  they  returned  lafc,  to  the 
aftonilhment  of  the  Indians,  whofe  efteem  for  the 
Spaniards  was  increaled  by  this  adventure,  whicb 
afterward  proved  of  fignal  fervice ;  for  Ordaz  found 
a  Urge  quantity  of  fulphur  in  the  mountain,  of  which 
Cortes  made  gunpowder,  when  it  was  much  wanted 
by  the  army. 

Cortes  having  continued  twenty  days  at  Tlafcala, 
during  which  he  was   entertained  with  all   poffibic 
marks  of  refpeft,  declared  his  refolution  of  proceeding 
for  Cholula,  in  which  he  was  oppofed  by  the  Tlat- 
.  calans  ■,  who  endeavoured  to  ftrengthen  iome  argu- 

^H  -nients  that  had  been  before  urged  by  the  Zempo- 

^B  allans,  by  declaring  that  Cholula  was  a  facred  place, 
^H  in  which  were  400  temples,  and  fuch  malevolent 
^m  gods,  tliat  they  terrified  the  world  with  prodigies: 
■  that  he  ought  not,  therefore,  to  enter  their  territories, 

^M  without  an  afilirance  of  their  being  propitious.     Juft 

^m  about  this  time  new  amballadors  arrived  from  Moic- 

H  zuma,    bringing  another  prcfent,  and  that  prince's 

^ft  permiflion  for  the  Spaniards  to  proceed  by  the  way 

^K  of  Cholula,  where  he  had  provided  quarters  tor  the 

^B.  reception  of  the  army.  The  Tlafcalans  immediately 
^m  concluded,  that  there  was  treachery  in  the  cale,  and 
^M  Magifcaizin  repeated  his  remonftrances  with  fuch 
^M  marks  of  concern,  that  Cortes  called  a  council  in  hi$ 

^P  prcfence,  in  which  it  was  agreed,  that  it  was  impof- 
^m  ftble  to  avoid  the  road  propofed  by  the  emperor  of 
^M  Mexico,  without  difcovering  a  fufpicion  of  his  fin- 

H  cerity :    that  whether  this  fufpicion  was  well  or  ill 

^B  founded,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  difclofc  it,  and 

^m  that  it  would  be  equally  dangerous  to  leave  enemies 

H  behind  them.     Cortes  on  the  day  of  his  departure, 

H  ^rcw  up  the  Spaniards  and  the  Zcmpoallan  auxi- 

^  "■^ 
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paries,  apd  was  much  furprifed  to  find  the  whole 
fiifce  of  the  republic  and  her  allies  ready  in  (he  fields 
diftinguiihed  by  the  colour  of  their  feathen,  and  theif 
ififieicnt  enfigns:  but  Cortes  infified  upon  taking 
only  6060  of  the  republic's  troops,  with  which  he 
be^ui  his  march  to  Cholula.  That  city  was  abou; 
fift  leagues  diftant  from  Tlafcala,  and  the  fame  eveur 

a  he  halted  near  a  river,  within  9  miles  of  the  place, 
cb  he  was  unwilling  to  enter  by  night.  He  was 
diere  vifited  by  deputies  from  the  city  of  diftinguiflied 
M$aky  who  broi^t  a  prefent  of  provifions,  and  ex- 
cdfiiig  themfelves  for  not  waiting  upon  him  at  Tla£- 
JCali^  OB  account  of  Jiis  being  mere  in  the  midft  oif 
ihek  enemies ;  welcomed  him  and  his  people  to  their 
ciljt.  Though  Cortes  was  far  from  being  convinceji 
0f  their  fincerity,  he  admitted  of  their  excufe,  and 
dbe  next  morning  proceeded  toward  Cholula,  where 
lie  wta  met  by  the  caciques  and  priefts,  attended  by 
~  «  multitude  of  unarmed  people,  who  had  the  appear- 
tnoe  «f  being  filled  with  reverence  and  joy :  but  they 
no  iboner  perceived  the  body  of  Tlafcalans  that 
marched  in  the  rear,  than  a  difagreeablo  murmur  was 
Jmrd  among  the  chiefs ;  upon  which  Marina  was  or- 
dered to  aik  the  reafon  of  it,  when  (he  returned  with 
•  imanfwer,  that  the  Tlafcalans  being  their  enemies, 
foouki  not  enter  the  city  in  arms,  wherefore  they  ear- 
neftly  intreate^l,  that  he  would  order  them  to  return. 
Cortes  wa^  difconcerted  at  this  demand,  he  however 
defired  the  Tlafcalan3  tp  lie  without  the  city,  to  which 
(hey  agreed ;  an4  they  took  up  their  lodgings  in  a 
place  wHn  which  they  might  eafily  come  to  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the. Spaniards,  in  cafe  of  neceflity.  In  ihort, 
Cortes  entered  Cholula  amidfl:  the  acclamations  of  the 
people,  and  with  all  the  marks  of  refpedt  fhewn  to  the 
Spaniards  at  their  entr^ce  into  Tlafcala. 

The  city  of  Cholula  ftood  in  ^  open  and  delightful 
plain,  and  was  much  frequented  by  iirangers,  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  a  fanduary  of  the  gods,  and  its 
partying  on  a  confiderable  trade.    The  ftreets  were 

3  fpacious^ 
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ipacious,  the  buildings  larger  and  more  beautiful 
tnaii  thofe  of  Tlafcabu  The  quarters  appointed  for 
the  Spaniards  were  three  or  four  large  edifices,  con- 
tiguous to  each  other,  and  fufficient  to  contain  both 
the  Spaniards  and  the  Zempoallans.  The  Tlafcalans 
chole  a  place  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  town,  which 
they  fecured  with  fome  works,  formed  guards,  and 
placed  centinels,  in  imitatation  of  their  European 
friends  -,  from  whom  they  had  obtained  fome  know- 
ledge in  the  art  of  war. 

In  the  firft  three  or  four  days,  there  was  the  great- 
eft  appearance  of  tranquillity  and  friend(hip,  but 
lifter  that  time  provilions  grew  gradually  fcarce,  and 
an  entire  ftop  was  put  to  the  entertainments  of  the 
caciques.  The  priefts  and  Motezuma's.  ambalTadois 
held  private  conferences,  and  the  people  '  began  to 
look  upon  the  Spaniards  with  an  air  of  fcorn  and 
diftafte.  This  naturally  awakened  the  jealoufy  of 
the  latter,  and  Cortes  was  endeavouring  to  penetrate 
into  the  intentions  of  the  Cholulans,  when  the  whole 
defign  was  accidentally  difcovered.  Marina  had 
contracted  a  friendlhip  with  an  old  Indian  woman 
of  diftinftion  ;  who  coming  one  morning  to  her 
apartment,  begged,  with  great  earneftncfs,  that  flic 
would  immediately  forfake  thofe  abominable  ftran- 
gers,  and  live  with  her.  Marina  perceiving  that 
there  was  fomething  extraordinary  in  this  requefl, 
bemoaned  her  captivity,  and  acted  her  part  ib  well, 
that  the  Chplulan  believing  her  fincere,  told  her, 
that  there  was  no  time  to  be  loil,  for  the  Spaniards 
were  devoted  to  deftruftion  :  that  Motezuma  had 
fent  20,000  Mexicans  to  fecure  the  fuccels  of  the 
defign,  of  which  6coo  chofen  men  had  already  en- 
tered the  city  in  fmall  parties ;  that  a  great  quantity 
of  arms  was  diftributed  among  the  inhabitants,  who 
had  carried  ftones  up  to  the  tops  of  their  houfcs, 
and  cut  deep  trenches  acrofs  the  ftreets,  in  which 
were  fixed  fharp  ftakes,  whicli  were  flightly  covered 
over  with  earth,  for  the  dellrudlion  ot  the  horfes : 
7  th« 
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that  the  emperor  of  Mexico  had  refolved  to  exter- 
minate all  the  Chriftians  -,  but  had  given  orders  that 
feme  of  them  Ihould  be  taken  alive,  to  fatisfy  his 
curiofity  and  zeal  for  religion ;  and  that  he  had  made 
the  city  of  Cholula  a  prelent  of  a  golden  drum  to  ex- 
cite their  courage.  Marina,  on  obtaining  this  in- 
telligence, pretended  that  fhe  was  ready  to  attend 
her  deliverer,  and  would  only  go  and  fetch  her  jewels ; 
but  immediately  hafted  to  Cortes,  and  told  him  the 
whole  affair ;  upon  which  the  Indian  woman  was 
fcized,  and  by  threats  engaged  to  make  a  particular 
confeflion  of  the  whole :  and,  in  (hort,  he  obtained 
intelligence  from  fcveral  other  perfons,  which  put 
the  affair  beyond  all  doubt. 

Cortes  ordering  his  captains  to  aflemble,  laid  be- 
fore them  the  whole  confpiracy,  and  propofcxi  a 
fcheme  for  punifhing  the  Cholulans,  to  which  they 
unanimoufly  confented.  Agreeably  to  this  plan,  he 
let  the  magiftrates  know  tha:  he  fhould  depart  the 
next  day;  and  demanded  pro.ifions  for  his  march. 
The  Tlafcalans  were  then  ordered  to  draw  near  the 
city  at  day-break,  and  to  encer  the  town  and  join 
the  Spaniards  and  Zempoallans  at  the  firft  difcharge 
of  the  fire-arms.  At  night,  having  fccured  the 
quarters  with  guards  and  cenrinels,  he  Tent  for  Mo- 
tezuma's  ambaffadors,  and  tolJ  them  that  he  had 
difcovercd  a  confpiracy  formed  againll  liim  by  the 
caciques  and  citizens  of  Cholula,  whom  he  was  re- 
folved to  punifli :  and  that  he  was  not  fo  much  pro- 
voked at  their  treacherous  intentions  toward  him, 
as  at  their  prefuming  to  lay  their  crime  to  the  charge 
of  the  emperor. 

Early  in  the  morning  eair.c  :hr.  Ccirricrs  with  fome 
provifions,  though  in  a  fmdl  :,i.\ntity,  and  after- 
wards a  greater  number  of  ariiKd  Indians  rinn  C(.r- 
tes  had  demanded.  Thclc  he  I'ccurcd  in  fc'/c  ra!  p.irts 
of  his  quarters,  on  prcrence  or  forming  h.ls  nir-'^ 
talions.  Then  putting  his  men  in  order,  and  tnount- 
ing  his  horfe,  he  fent  for  the  caciques,  and  v.hcn 
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they  appeared,  told  them  in  a  loud  and  angry  voice. 
That  as  he  had  difcovered  their  confpiracy,  he  would 
fo  feverely  puniQi  them,  that  they  fliould  repent  of 
their  treachery.  Scarce  had  he  begun  to  fpeak, 
when  they  halted  away  with  great  expedition  to  join 
their  own  forces,  infulting  him  with  threats  and 
abufe,  which  they  uttered  as  they  fled.  Cortes  then 
commanded  his  infantry  to  fall  upon  the  foldiers, 
whom  he  had  kept  divided  in  the  fquares  of  his 
quarters,  all  of  whom  were  foon  deftroyed,  except 
a  few  who  threw  themfelves  from  the  walls  and  efcap- 
ed.  In  this  fcene  of  confufion  above  (ix  thoufand 
of  the  natives  and  Mexicans  were  flain.  The  Tlat 
calans  having  pillaged  the  town,  Cortes  afligned 
them  lodgings  without  the  city,  and  then  retired  to  his 
own  quarters  •,  v/here  ordering  the  principal  perfons 
of  the  town,  who  had  been  taken  prifoners,  toge- 
ther with  the  priefts  and  Indian  woman,  whom  he 
had  kept  confined,  to  be  brought  before  him,  he 
exprcfled  his  concern  at  their  having  obliged  him  to 
inflift  fo  fevere  a  punifhment  upon  the  city,  publiih- 
cd  a  general  pardon,  and  defired  the  caciques  to 
call  back  the  fugitives.  The  ambafladors  congratu* 
lated  Cortes  on  his  fuccefs ;  and  the  citizens  being 
encouraged  by  his  offers  of  peace,  returned  to  their 
houlcs,  and  opened  their  Ihops  :  fo  that  the  tumult 
imniediately  fubfided. 

About  this  time  ambafladors  arrived  from  the 
emperor  of  Mexico,  who  had  been  informed  of  all 
that  had  paflld  at  Cholula ;  and  being  willing  to 
cfcape  the  fufpicion  of  having  had  any  concern  in 
the  affair,  not  only  thanked  Cortes  for  chaftizing 
thofe  traitors,  but  fcnt  him  a  prefent  of  great  value  : 
by  which  means  he  thought  to  lead  the  Spaniards 
into  a  blind  fecuricy,  that  they  might  the  cafier  fall 
into  a  fnarc  he  had  prepared  for  them. 

Cortes  having  ftaid  fourteen  days  at  Cholula,  pro- 
ceeded tov/ard  Mexico  ;  and  the  firfl  night  he  lodged 
in  a  village,  to  which  the  chiefs  of  the  neighbour- 
ing 
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\g  towns  repaired  with  prefcnts.  From  them  Cor* 
heard  the  fame  complaints  of  Motezuma  asm 
more  diftant  provinces;  and  was  informed  that 
Jtfae  Mexicans  had  placed  a  confiderable  ambufcade 
bn  the  other  fide  of  a  faiountain  he  was  to  pafs  the 
next  day  :  that  they  had  (lopped  up  the  high  road^ 
and  opened  another  which  ended  in  precipices^  and 
that  the  Spanifh  army  when  perplexed  with  diffical* 
tics,  was  to  be  fuddenly  charged,  where  their  horfes 
ccnild  be  of  no  fervice,  and  the  foot  have  no  room 
ID  form.  Cortes,  though  highly  incenfed  at  this 
piece  of  treachery,  ftiPied  his  refentment,  and  the 
next  day  proiecuted  his  march  over  a  very  craggy 
mountain,  adjoining  to  the  volcano,  proceeding  with 
great  caution.  When  he  had  reached  the  top,  he 
perceived  the  two  roads  which  had  been  defcribed 
to  bim ;  and  turning  with  great  compofure  to  the 
Mexican  ambafladors,  he  afked  the  realbn  why  one 
of  them  was  blocked  up  with  trees  and  (tones,  and 
theother  but  newly  made  ?  To  which  they  anfwcred, 
that  the  new  road  was  levelled  for  his  convenience  -^ 
and  the  other  (lopped  up,  on  account  of  its  being 
more  fteep  and  difficult.  Cortes  reply'd,  **  You  are 
••  but  little  acquainted  with  the  genius  of  our  na- 
"  tion  ;  for  we  will  march  in  this  road  for  no  other 
••  icaibn.  than  its  difficulty."  He  then  dcfir^d  his 
Indian  friends  to  march  before,  and  remove  the  ob- 
ftades  to  his  paflage ;  which  to  the  amazement  of 
the  ambafladors  was  foon  done,  for  they  never 
dreamt  that  he  fufpeded  their  defign.  The  In- 
dians in  ambufcade,  obferving  that  the  Spaniards 
Siarched  in  the  royal  road,  concluded  that  tliey  v/ere 
difeovered,  and  began  to  retire  in  great  diforder  -,  while 
Cortes  dcfcended,  without  oppofition,  into  the  plain, 
and  pafled  the  night  in  fome  houfcs  built  for  the  re- 
cepcion  of  the  Mexican  merchants,  who  reforted  to 
the  fairs  of  Cholula, 

In  the  mean  time  Motezuma  being  clifpirited  by 
hefe  difappointmcnts,  grew  daily   more  and  more 

devout  J 
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devout ;  reforted  to  the  temples ;  increafed  the  nuiti^ 
ber  of  human  facrtfices ;  and  at  length  aflfembling 
his  magicians,  ordered  them  upon  pain  of  death  to 
fct  out  to  meet  the  Spaniards,  and  either  to  (lupify* 
or  overcome  them  by  the  force  of  their  enchant- 
ments. In  compliance  with  this  command,  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  necromancers  fct  out  -,  but  hav- 
ing performed  their  incantations  without  fuccefs,  thcjT 
returned  to  Motezuma,  and  told  him,  that  the  god 
Telcatlepuca,  from  whom  famine  and  plagues  pro- 
ceeded, had  appeared  to  them  in  a  garment  girt  with 
a  robe  of  wicker,  declaring  that  Motezuma's  ruin 
was  decreed,  and  the  diflfolution  of  the  empire  jat 
hand.  The  fuperftitious  king  was  ftruck  dumb  with 
this  report ;  till  at  length  recovering  his  fpecch,  he 
cried,  "  If  our  gods  forfake  us,  let  the  ftran- 
««  gers  come.  It  would  be  difhonourable  to  turn 
"  our  backs  upon  misfortunes:'*  and  then  after  a 
fhort  paufe,  added,  ''  I  lament  the  old  men,  wo- 
^'  men  and  children,  who  cannot  defend  thcin^ 
"  felves/*  From  this  moment  he  began  to  pit- 
pare  for  the  entertainment  of  the  Spaniards.  All 
the  difcourfe  of  Mexico  turned  upon  their  aftonilii- 
ing  anions,  and  the  prodigies  by  which  their  cooh 
ing  had  been  foretold  ;  and  thcfe  topics  of  convcr- 
fation  produced  a  prepofTeinon  which  only  could 
enable  fuch  an  handful  of  men  to  penetrate  to  the 
very  court  of  fuch  a  powerful  prince. 

Cortes  purfued  his  march  through  a  delightful  couiH 
try,  adorned  with  groves  and  beautiful  gardens,  tifl 
he  arrived  at  a  village  built  on  a  creek  of  the  great 
lake,  where  he  chole  to  take  up  his  lodging.  Thi- 
ther the  Mexicans  reforted  with  their  arms  and  mi- 
litary ornaments,  in  fuch  numbers  as  raifed  Cortcs*$ 
fufpicions :  when  in  order  to  keep  them  at  a  proper 
diftance  he  caufed  fome  fire-arms  and  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery to  be  fired  in  the  air,  at  which  they  were  fo 
terrified,  that  they  haftily  retired.  However  he  was 
vifited  in  the  morning  by  one  of  Motezuma's  ne- 
phews, 
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phews,  who  was  lord  of  Tezeuco ;  he  was  a  young 
man,  had  an  agreeable  perfon,  and  was  carried  on 
the  fhoulders  of  fome  of  his  lervants,  in  a  chair 
adorned  with  a  variety  of  feathers  curioufly  diverfi- 
fied.  He  no  fooner  alighted,  than  his  fervants  went 
before  to  fweep  the  ground,  and  keep  back  the 
people  on  each  iide.  Cortes  going  to  the  door  of 
bis  apartment,  received  him  with  a  low  bow,  which 
the  prince  returned  by  touching  the  earth,  and  then 
his  lips  with  his  right  hand  ;  which  falutation  being 
pafled,  he  fat  down,  and  with  an  eafy  air  welcomed 
him  and  all  his  captains  :  fpoke  of  Motezuma's  ami- 
cable difpolition,  and  mentioned  the  difEculties  that 
oppofed  his  going  to  Mexico,  on  account  of  that 
year's  barrennefs,  by  which  the  people  were  much 
diftrefled,  fo  that  Grangers  could  be  but  ill  accom- 
modated where  the  natives  wanted  neceffaries.  The 
emperor's  nephew  received  a  prefcnt  of  fome  falfe 
jewels,  at  which  he  fliewed  great  figns  of  joy  j  and 
having  accompanied  the  army  as  far  as  Tezeuco,  the 
capital  of  his  dominions,  he  proceeded  to  Mexico,  to 
give  an  account  of  his  embaffy. 

The  city  of  Tezeuco  was  one  of  the  largeft  in 
the  empire,  and  in  grandeur  was  but  little  inferior 
to  Mexico  itfelf  It  extended  along  the  banks  of  a 
fpacious  lake,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Mexican 
caufeway.  The  houfes  were  very  beautiful,  and  the 
ftreets  regular  -,  and  what  was  flill  more  extraordinary, 
frcfti  water  was  brought  in  pipes  to  every  houfe. 
Cortes  purfued  his  march  over  the  caufeway,  which 
was  twenty  feet  broad,  and  compofed  of  (lone  •,  and 
in  the  miJiwav  canie  to  another  town  of  about  2600 
houfes  called  Quitlavaca,  which  was  founded  in 
the  WLittT,  whence  it  aitcrward  obtained  the  name 
of  Venezuela,  or  Little  Venice.  Here  the  cacique, 
attended  by  a  fplcndid  rciinue,  came  out  to  meet 
him,  and  preficJ  him  to  honour  his  city  by  fpend- 
ing  the  night  there.  To  which  he  thought  proper 
to  confcnt  j  for  he  began  to  fufpcdt  that  the  Mexi- 
cans 
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cans  might  break  the  caufeway,  or  obftruft  his  marcti 
by  taking  away  the  bridges.  From  this  place  the 
Spaniards  had  a  view  of  the  grcatcft  part  of  the  lakc^ 
which  was  beautified  with  towns,  adorned  with 
towers  and  pinnacles,  gardens  and  caufeways,  that 
fecmed  to  float  upon  the  water.  The  battlements 
of  the  houfes  were  filled  with  people ;  multitudes  of 
Indians  approached  in  their  canoes  to  behold  the 
Spaniards  :  and  the  whole  formed  a  profpeft  that  was 
at  once  new  and  eictremely  noble.  In  this  city,  they 
were  entertained  with  a  politenefs  that,  fhewed  its 
neighbourhood  to  the  court; 

About  break  of  day  the  next  morning,  the  Spa- 
niards formed  themfelves  upon  the  caufeway,  which 
was  there  wide  enough  to  allow  eight  horfes  to  march 
in  front ;  artd  the  whole  army,  which  confided  of 
450  Spaniards  and  6000  Indian  allies,  proceeded  on 
their  march  to  Iztapalapa ;  a  city  built  in  a  moft  de- 
lightful, and  commodious  fituation,  part  of  it  upon 
the  lake,  and  the  other  part  on  the  (hore.  It  con- 
fifted  of  10,000  houfes  of  two  or  three  ftories  high. 
The  lord  of  this  city,  accompanied  by  the  princes 
of  two  other  towns  bordering  upon  the  lake,  came 
out  to  meet  Cortes  with  three  feparate  plrefents  of 
gold,  fowls,  fruit,  and  other  provifions.  The  Spa- 
niards entered  the  city  amidfi  the  loud  acclamations 
of  the  people ;  lodgings  were  prepared  for  them  in 
the  prince's  ov/n  palace,  which  was  a  large  and  well 
built  edifice,  with  many  apartments  both  above  and 
below  ttairs,  among  which  were  feveral  chambers 
i\'ith  fiat  roofs  of  cedar,  furniflied  with  cotton  hang* 
ings,  curioufly  painted.  Here  were  many  conduits  of 
excellent  water,  conveyed  by  aquedufts  from  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  and  a  confiderable  number 
of  large  and  well  cultivated  gardens,  particularly 
one  that  was  far  more  beautiful  and  fpacious  than  the 
reft,  and  belonged  to  the  cacique. 

In  the  morning  the  Spaniards  left  the  city  Iztapa- 
lapa, and  beginning  their  march  in  their  accuftomc(& 

order. 
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order,  foon  difcovered  the  great  city  of  Mexico, 
diftinguifhed  above  the  reft  by  the  height  of  its 
towers,  and  the  grandeur  and  multiplicity  of  its  build- 
ings. On  their  having  marched  about  half  way,  they 
were  met  by  a  body  of  about  4000  nobles  and  offi- 
cers of  the  city,  who  came  out  to  meet  them ;  and  who 
Having  paid  tlieir  obedience,  turned  about  and  ad- 
vanced before  the  troops.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from 
Mexico,  the  caufeway  was  croflTed  by  a  bulwark  of 
itone,  where  the  entrance  into  the  city  was  fecured 
by  gates^  a  draw-bridge,  and  a  fecohd  fortification. 
The  nobles  had  no  fooner  pafled  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  bridge,  than  they  fell  back  on  each  fide,  and 
inade  a  lane  for  the  army  to  pafs  through,  when  there 
appeared  a  fpacious  ftreet,  the  houfes  of  which  were 
uniformly  built,  and  the  windows  and  battlements 
filled  with  fpedlators ;  though  no  body  was  feen  paf- 
fing  through  the  ftreets :  for  Motczuma  had  given 
Qrders  for  their  being  cleared,  as  he  had  himfelf  re- 
vived to  (hew  Cortes  an  extraordinary  mark  of  fa- 
vour by  his  coming  out  to  meet  him. 

Scan:e  had  the  Spaniards  entered  the  city,  when 
tiior  perceived  the  firft  troop  of  the  royal  retinue, 
whu;h  confifted  of  200  noblemen  of  Motezuma's 
houihold,  uniformly  adorned  with  feathers,  who  ap- 
proached in  two  files  with  tlieir  eyes  fixed  on  the 
ground ;  but  on  thqir  approaching  tne  Spaniards,  fell 
back  on  each  fide.  Then  appeared  at  a  confidcrable 
diftance  a  larger  company  more  richly  adorned,  in  the 
ipidft  of  whom  was  Mottzuma  in  a  chariot  of  bur- 
nilhed  gold,  furrounded  with  beautiful  feathers,  and 
carried  on  the  Ihoulders  of  his  favourites ;  while  four 
peribns  of  diftindion  held  over  his  head  a  canopy  of 
green  feathers,  interwoven  with  ornaments  of  filvcr« 
He  was  preceded  by  three  officers  with  golden  rods> 
which  they  from  time  to  time  lifted  up  as  a  fignal  of 
the  emperor's  approach,  that  all  might  proftrate  them- 
lelves,  and  hide  their  heads.  Cortes  difmounted  at 
g  fmall  diftance,  and  Motezuma  at  the  fame  time 
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alighted  from  his  chariot,  when  fomc  of  the  Indian^ 
advanced  before  and  fpread  carpets,  that  his  feet 
might  not  touch  the  ground.  He  came  fwward  with 
a  How  and  folemn  pace,  leaning  upon  his  coulins,  the 
princes  of  Tezcuco  and  Iztapalapa.  He  was  about 
forty  yeai"s  of  age,  of  a  middle  ftature,  and  had  a 
good  prefenCej  but  his  conftitution  feemcd  rather 
delicate  than  robud.  He  had  an  aquiline  nofe,  and 
a  fairer  complexion  than  the  reft  of  the  Mexicans : 
his  eyes  were  lively,  and  his  hair  reached  a  litde  be- 
low his  ears ;  but  his  look,  though  thoughtful,  was 
ihajeftic.  He  wore  on  his  head  a  kind  of  golden 
mitre ;  a  mantle  of  fine  cotton  covered  with  gold, 
pearls,  and  precious  ftones,  was  carelefely  ded  on 
his  (houlders ;  and  his  fhoes,  which  refembled  the 
fandals  of  the  Romans,  confiftcd  of  a  gold  fblc^ 
bound  to  his  foot,  with  ftudded  ftraps  that  came  round 
a  part  of  his  leg. 

Cortes,  on  feeing  him,  haftily  advanced,  and  made 
a  profound  reverence,  which  Motezuma  returned  in 
the  manner  of  his  country,  by  touching  the  ground 
with  his  hand  and  kifling  it :  at  which  the  Mexicans 
were  greatly  aftoniflied,  fince  they  had  never  fccn 
any  of  their  emperors  give  fuch  an  inftance  of  con- 
deicenfion.  Cortes  wore  about  his  neck  a  chain  of 
glafs,  curioufly  fet  in  imitation  of  diamonds  and  eme- 
ralds, which  he  had  referved  as  a  prefent  for  his  firft 
audience ;  and  coming  up  clofc  to  the  emperor,  he 
threw  it  about  his  neck.  The  princes  who  fupported 
him,  (hewed  fome  emotion,  and  interpofcd  to  pre- 
vent Cortes,  fignifying  that  it  was  unlawful  to  ap- 
proach fo  near  :  but  they  were  reprimanded  by  Mote- 
zuma, who  bowed  his  head  to  fhew  that  he  accepted 
fhe  prefent ;  and  which  he  returned,  by  putting  upon 
Cortes*s  neck  a  rich  ornament  of  crimfon  Ihells,  join- 
ed together  with  great  art,  at  each  of  which  hung 
four  crabs  of  gold  of  excellent  workmanfhip.  Cor- 
tes then  made  a  (hort  fpeech  ;  which  being  anfwcrcd 
by  Motezuma,  he  ordered  one  of  the  fuppbrters  to 

cobdudt 
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Mn^iift'  th^  ftrang6r  ix>  his  lodging,  and  then  lean- 
ing on  the  other,  went  to  his  chair  and  returned  to  the 
pidace. 

In  this  manner  Cortes  entered  the  city  of  Mexico 
fCrfithe  8th  of  November,  1519.  One  of  the  royal 
j^ac^  was  provided  for  the  Spaniards.  It  was  builc 
By  Mote2uma's  father,  and  was  large  enough  to  lodge 
tjie  whole  army.  It  had  very  thick  ftone  walls ;  was 
flaiiked  with  towers,  and  many  of  the  chambers 
%ftr  furnilhed  with  cotton  hangings,  and  feather- 
^Itcuk  of  various  colours.  The  chairs  were  formed 
out  of  fblid  pieces  of  wood^  and  the  bedfteads  had 
curtains  like  pavilions ;  the  beds  themfelves  were  of 
^m-mats,  and  the  bolfters  of  the  fame,  rolled  up. 
Cortes  entered  thcfe  lodgings  a  little  after  twelve  at 
MMm ;  and  had  no  fooner  diftributed  his  guards  and 
pkced  his  artillery  before  the  gate,  than  he  found  a 
^^cndid  banquet  prepared  for  himfelf  and  his  ofE- 
tfcrs,  And  great  plehty  of  provifions  drefled  for  the 
fbldiers,  with  many  Mexicans  who  immediately 
ivaited  upon  them  in  the  moft  profound  filcnce. 

In  the  evening  Cortes  was  vifited  by  Motezuma, 
Who  came  in  the  fame  ftate  as  before.  Cortes  went 
to  the  principal  fquare  to  meet  him  -,  and  after  mak- 
ing a  profound  reverence,  entered  the  apartment  with 
Motezuma,  who  took  his  feat  with  an  air  of  maje- 
fty,  and  ordered  a  chair  to  be  brought  for  Cortes  : 
when  the  company  retiring  to  fome  diftancr,  he  is 
iaid  to  have  addreflcd  himfelf  to  him  to  the  follow- 
ing purpofe :  "  Before  you  mention  the  particulars 
••  of  your  embafly,  illuftrious  captain,  let  you  and  I 
••  lay  afide  the  prejudices  we  have  each  imbibed  of 
**  the  other,  from  the  mifreprefentations  of  common 
••  report.  You  have  been  in  fome  places  told  that  I 
•*  am  a  god ;  that  my  power  is  invincible,  and  my 
^*  riches  immenfe ;  that  my  palaces  are  covered  with 

gold,  and  that  the  earth  groans  beneath  the  weight 

of  my  treafure.  Upon  other  occafions,  you  have 
^  h$ard  that  I  am  a  tyrant,  infolent,  cruel,  and  un- 
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juft ;  but  you  have  been  Lmpofcd  upon  by  botfc 
reprcfentations  :  this  arm  of  fle(h  and  blood  fhews 
that  I  am  jnorial,  and  thefe  walls  and  roofs  dc- 
monftrate  that  my  palaces  arc  not  covered  with 
gold  ;  and  from  thcfe  inftances,  you  may  conclude 
that  the  account  of  my  vices  is  alfo  exaggerated, 
by  the  malice  of  n  y  enemies.     We  have  alio  re- 
ceived various  accounts  of  you ;  fome  have  affirmed 
that  you  are  gods  who  gralp  the  thunder,  com- 
mand the  elements,  and  compel  the  beafts  of  the 
foreft  to  obey  your  diredtions.     You  have  been  re- 
prefented  by  others  as  proud,  vindidtive,  volup- 
tuous,  and  tranfported   with   an  infatiablc  thirft 
after  the  gold  which  our  country  produces.     Yet 
I  now  fee  that  I  have  been  alike  deceived  by  thefe 
different  accounts.     You  are  made  like  other  rncii  \ 
and  only  diftinguiflied  from  us,  by  the  particulari* 
ties  of  your  own  country.  The  beails  that  ft>  readily 
obey  you,  are  large  deer  trained  up  to  difcipline. 
Your  arms  that  produced  lightning,  I  conceive  to 
be  barrels  of  metal,  and  their  effeft  like  that  of 
our  farbacans,  proceeds  from  air  comprefied  and 
driving  for  vent ;  and  as  to  fire,  noife  and  finokc, 
they  furely  are  owing  to  enchantment.     In  a  word, 
we  believe  that  the  great  prince,  to  whom  you  pay 
obedience,  is  a  delcendant  of  Qu^zalcoal,  lord  of 
the  fcven  caves  of  the  Navatlaques,  and  lawful 
fovereign  of  the  feven  nations  that  gave  rife  to  the 
Mexican  empire.     For  from  the  tradition  of  many 
ages,  we  know  that  he  left  thefe  countries  to  con- 
quer new  regions  in  the  eafl,  with  a  promife,  that  in 
procefs  of  time,  hisdefcendants  fhould  return  to  new- 
model  our  laws,  and  reform  our  government.    Wc 
have  therefore  already  determined^  that  every  thing 
(liall  be  done  for  the  honour  of  a  prince  who  b 
the  offspring  of  fuch  an  illuftrious   progenitor.'* 
To  this  fpeech  Cortes  replied  to  the  following  pur* 
pofe :  "  We  have,  it  is  true.  Sir,  heard  very  oppo^ 
"  fite  accounts  of  your  character,  which  fome  have 
6  <*  extolled. 
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^  extolled,  and  ochfrs  have  vilified  ;  but  as  the  Spa- 
^^  niards  have  penetration  enough  todiftinguifh  the  co« 
•*  lours  of  difcourfe,  we  have  given  no  credit  either  to 
**  your  flatterers  or  your  rebels,  but  come  into  your 
**  prefence  with  full  aflurance  of  your  being  a  great 
*•  and  equitable  prince.  You  juftly  conclude  we  arc 
•*  mortal ;  though  more  intelligent  and  valiant  than 
•*  your  vaflals.  Our  beafts  are  net  deer,  but  are  of 
^  a  more  generous  fpecies ;  inclined  to  war,  and  af- 
•*  «pinng,  with  a  kind  of  ambition,  to  the  glory  of 
^  dieir  mafters:  and  as  to  our  arms,  they  are  made 
•*  by  human  induftry,  without  the  affiftancc  of  magic, 
•^  an  abominable  art  which  we  deteft.  I  am  come  as 
•^  ambafiador  to  your  majefly  from  the  moft  power- 
••*  fill  monarch  on  whom  the  fun  fheds  his  beams,  at 
'•*  his  firft  rifing.  He  defires  to  be  your  friend  and 
•*  confederate ;  and  though  according  to  your  tra- 
^  didoB6  lie  might  pretend  to  be  more  abfolute  in 
•*  thefe  dominions,  he  makes  no  other  ufe  of  his  au- 
••  thority^  but  to  promote  your  advantage,  and  to 
•*  con^nce  you  that  you  have  departed  from  the 
**  worfhip  of  the  .true  God,  to  pay  your  adora- 
•*  lioii  to  infenlible  pieces  of  wood,  carved  out  by 
"  your  own  hands,  to  whom  you  inhumanly  facrificc* 
••  your  fellow  creatures.**  He  made  ufe  of  odier  ar- 
guments to  induce  Motezuma  to  renounce  his  idola- 
try •,  and  having  ended  his  fpeeCh,  the  emperor  aix)fc, 
faying,  **  i  accept  the  fricndihip  and  confederacy  of 
"  die  great  defcendant  of  Quezalcoal ;  but  all  gods 
"  arc  good,  and  yours  may  be  fo  without  offence  to 
**  mine.  In  the  mean  tiir.e  repofe  yourfelves,  you 
•*  arc  in  your  own  houfe,  where  you  (hail  be  punctu- 
**  ally  ferved  with  all  pofTiblc  refpcft."  He  then 
gave  orders  for  fome  Mexicans  without  to  bring  in  a 
prefent  that  he  defigned  for  Cortes,  and  which  was  a 
ycry  valuable  one,  confiding  of  pieces  of  gold,  cot- 
ton robes,  and  other  curiofitlejs ;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  widi  an  air  of  chearful  generofity,  he  diftribut- 
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ed  fome  jewels  among  the  Spaniards  who  ¥|iere  proi 
fent. 

The  next  day  Cortes  demanded  an  gndience,  which 
was  immediately  granted  ^  he  therefore  drefled  him- 
felf  in  his  gayeft  apparel,  without  quitting  his  arms, 
and  fet  out  ibr  the  pal^e  with  Juan  Vdalqucz  dc 
Leon,  Diego  de  Orda2,  Pedro  ^e  Alveradp,  an(i  fix 
or  feven  favouiite  foldiers.     The  ftrpets  were  crowd- 
ed with  vaft  multitudes  of  people,  who  xi^dp  way  tQ 
let  them  pafs,  often  pronouncing  «^midft  their  acfjU- 
mations  the  word  Tcule,  qr  God  5  witK' which' the  Spa-* 
niards  were  pleafed,  from  the  opinion  that  this  qc« 
tr?.ordinar/  veneration  would  contribute  to  their  fuc- 
cefs.     At  fome  diftance  appeared  Motezyma's  jpa.- 
lace ;  a  prodigious  pile  of  buildiimg  whii^  had  thiitjF 
gates  that  opened  to  as  many  different  Areets.     Th^ 
principal  front  tooU  up  one  fide  of  a  fpacious  ilq^^arc, 
and  was  of  red,  white,  and  black  jafoer,  beautiifully 
polifhed  ;  and  in  a  large  fhield  over  the  gate,  was  re- 
prefented  Motezuma's  arms,  a  grifHn  with  '\p  wion 
extended,  holding  a  tyger  in  its  talons.     When  tne 
Spaniards  approached   this  e:.*trance,   tl^e  Mqucans 
who  accompanied  Corte3,  walked  up  to  one  (idc  of 
it ;  then  retiring:,  formed  a  iemicircle,  that  they  might 
enter  two  a-breaft  :  for  it  was  efteeraed  irreverent  to 
enter  the  royal  palace  in  a  crowd.     After  their  hav- 
ing paffed  three  fquares,  they  reached  Motezuma's 
apartments,  which  they  admired  for  their  largeneis 
and  furniture.     7  he  walls  were  covered  wi;h  cotton 
hangings,  interwoven  with  furs ;  and  the  innermoft 
rooms  were  adorned  with  a  very  beautiful  kind  of 
tapellry,  compofed  of  feathers.     The  floors  were  co- 
vered with  mats,  and  the  roofs  werp  of  cyprefe,  ce- 
dar, and  other  kinds  of  odoriferous  woods,  adorn- 
ed   with   foliages     and   relievos-,    and  dioueh   the 
ufe  of  nails  was  unknown  to  the  Mexicans,  the  del- 
ings   were  fo  contrived,   that  the  planks  fupported 
each  other.     In  thefc  Ipacious  rooms  were  officers  who 

guarded 
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guarded  the  entrance,  and  at  the  door  of  the  and- 
chaoiber,  were  the  nobility  and  magillrates,  who  re- 
ceii'ed  Cortes  with  much  civility ;  but  detained  him 
oil  they  had  taken  oft  their  landals  and  rich  mandes, 
and  put  on  others,  that  made  a  leis  fplendid  appear- 
ance :  for  they  t}u)ught  it  prefucnptuous  to  appear  in 
dicir  richeft  apparel  before  the  emperor.  Motczuma, 
who  was  ftandiiig  i^ith  all  his  enfigns  of  royalcy  about 
him,  advanced  fome  fteps  to  meet  Corces ;  who  com- 
iog  forward  with  a  low  bow,  the  emperor  laiJ  his 
bands  upon  his  ihoulders,  gave  die  reft  of  the  Spa- 
l^uards  a  fmile,  and  then  feanng  himfelf,  defired  them 
to  fit,  and  entered  into  converfarion  with  great  free- 
dpip ;  aOvcd  feveral  queftions,  relating  to  the  man- 
ias an$l  politics  of  the  eaftern  countries,  and  made 
yqy  judicious  remarks  upon  die  anfwers  of  Cortes. 
Ijc  thep  mentioned,  how  much  the  Mexicans  were 
obliged  to  the  defcendants  of  their  (irft  king ;  and 
jfaemed  to  rejoice  in  having  the  prophecy  fultilled  in 
(is  reign.  Cortes  turned  the  difcourfe  upon  religion, 
^Jid  .p^rucularly  exclaimed  againft  human  facriiices 
widi  fuch  warmth,  that  Motezuma  from  that  day 
baniflied  diihes  of  human  flefh  f  om  his  table; 
|I:K>ugb  he  maintained,  that  there  was  no  cruelty  in 
offering  to  the  gods  the  prifoners  of  war,  who  were 
already  condemned  to  death. 

Some  days  after  this  interview,  Motezuma,  who 
^as  ftill  very  fond  of  his  own  religion,  conduifted 
Q>rtes  ^nd  fome  of  his  principal  officers,  with  fa- 
ther Bartholomew,  to  the  chief  temple,  in  order 
to  let  them  fee  its  magnificence ;  but  before  they 
were  admitted,  he  cautioned  them  to  behave  with 
decency.  The  gates  of  this  fpacious  edifice  being 
opened,  he  himfelf  explained  the  particulars  of  their 
"worfhip  with  fuch  folcmnity,  as  excited  the  laughter 
pf  the  Spaniards,  whofe  rudencfs  upon  this  occafion 
is  not  excufable.  Cortes  being  here  tranfported  by 
a  ridiculous  and  unreafonable  zeal,  cried  to  Mote« 
zuma,   "  Allow  me,  Sir,  to  fix  the  crofs  of  Chrift 
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**  before  thefe  images  of  the  devil,  and  you  will  fee 
**  whether  they  deferve  adoration  or  contempt."  Botb 
Motezuma  and  the  priefts  were  enraged  at  this  pror 

J)ofal :  the  former  defired  them  to  withdraw,  and 
bllowing  him  to  the  threfhoid^  added,  ^^  You  may 
^*  return  to  your  houfe,  my  friends  -,  but  I  (hall  ftay 
*'  to  aflc  pardon  of  my  gods,  for  having  fuflfered 
*<  you  to  proceed  fo  far/*  Yet  notwithftandiHg  his  zeal 
for  his  religion,  he  was  fo  far  from  thinking  of  tyran- 
nizing  over  the  confciences  of  the  Spaniards,  that  he 
ordered  workmen  to  be  fent  to  aflfift  them  in  fitting 
up  a  chapel ;  in  which  both  he  and  his  chiefs  were 
frequently  prefcnt  when  mafs  was  performed. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  give  a  more  particular 
defcription  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  which  was  divided 
into  two  parts :  one,  where  the  meaner  fort  refided^ 
was  cdled  Tlatelulco  ^  while  the  other,  appropii-* 
ated  to  the  court  and  the  nobility,  had  the  name  of 
Mexico  i  which  from  thence  was  given  to  the  whole 
city,  that  contained  60,000  families.  This  capital 
flood  in  a  fpacious  plain,  encompaflfed  by  high  rocks 
and  mountains ;  from  which  many  rivulets  falling 
down  into  the  valley,  formed  feveral  lakes :  among 
which  there  were  two  that  extended  about  30  leagues 
in  circumference,  and  were  furrounded  by  fifty  towns. 
Thefe  lakes  had  a  communication  with  each  othep 
through  openings  left  in  a  (lone  wall,  by  which  they, 
were  divided  ;  and  over  thefe  openings  were  woodeA 
bridges,  with  fluices  on  each  fide,  by  which  the 
lower  lake  was  fupplicd  from  the  other.  The  wa- 
ter of  the  uppermolt  was  frefli,  while  that  of  the 
lower  was  fait ;  which  folely  proceeded  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  foil.  The  city  of  Mexico  flood  in  the 
middle  of  the  fait  lake,  in  19^.  13'.  north  latitude, 
yet  it  enjoyed  a  mild  and  healthy  climate.  It  was 
joined  to  the  main-land  by  three  noble  raufeways. 
The  ftreets  were  ftraight  and  large,  and  had  a  great 
number  of  canals  for  the  convenience  of  water-car- 
riage, in  barks  and  canoes  of  diifercnt  fizes ;  above 
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.  50,000  of  which  belonged  to  the  city.     All  the  pu-r 

.  blic  edifices  and  houlci  of  the  nobility  were  built  of 
^ne;  and  though  the  dwellings  of  the  common 
people  were  meaner,  and  more  irregular,  they,  as 
tvell  as  the  others,  were  laid  out  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  form  feveral  courts,  in  which  their  merchandize 
4rasexpofed  tofale. 

Y  Their  temples,  as  has  been  already  obfcrved,  were 
^lacious  and  magnificent,  par  icularly  that  dedicated 
ib  Vitzliputzli,  their  god  of  war,  their  fupreme  deity, 

-  'A  wail  of  hewn  (lone,  on  which  were  cut  wreaths  of 
ftfpetits,  furrounded  a  large  fquare ;  and  though  the 
lk)ufes  of  the  priefts  and  their  fervants  were  erefted 
itbund  the  infide  of  this  wall,  there  was  left  room 

'  Aifficienc  for  10,000  perfons  to  dance  upon  their  fo- 
.lemn  feftivals.  On  each  fide  of  the  wall  was  a  gate, 
over  which  were  four  ftatues  of  ftone,  reprefenting 
ibme  inferior  deities  ;  to  whom  the  peopl  -  paid  re- 
ycrence  as  they  entered.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from 
the  principal  gate,  was  a  place  of  worfhip,  flat  on  the 
top  i  the  four  fides  of  which  were  encompafled  by 
trunks  of  trees,  with  holes  bored  in  them  at  equal 
diftances,    through   which   pafTed   feverjl   bars   lun 

*  through  the  heads  of  men  who  had  been  facrificcd. 
In  the  centre  of  the  fquare  flood  a  lofty  ftone  tower, 
«dth  a  ftair-ca(e  that  confifted of  1 20 fttps,  by  which 
the  people  afcended  to  the  top,  where  was  a  flat 
pavement  40  feet  fquare,  beautifully  paved  with 
Jafper,  and  furrounded  with  a  balluftrade  of  a  ter- 
pentine form.  At  the  top  of  the  flairs  flood  two 
marble  ftatues,  well  executed,  fupporting  two  large 
trftndlefticks  of  an  extraordinary  make.     A  ilrtle  far- 

r  ihcr  was  a  green  ftone,  raifed  about  three  feet  iVom 
the  pavement,  on  which  the  priefts  extended  rhc  mi- 
lerable  viftim,  while  they  opened  his  breaft  and 
plucked  out  his  heart.     Beyond  this  ftone  flood  a 

.  jchapel  of  excellent  workmanftiip,  which  fronted  the 
ftair-cafe  •,  and  here  the  idol  was  placed  upon  a  h\^\ 
altar,  furrounded  with  curtains.     This  idol  was  i  \ 
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the  form  of  a  man  futiog  in  a  chair,  fuftaiped  by  ^ 
blue  globe,  furnilhed  with  four  rods,  which  projeft 
from  the  fides,  each  terminating  in  ^  /erpeot*s  h^. 
^y  thefe  rods,  the  idol  was  carried  by  the  pricfts  oi| 
their  ihoulders,  when  it  was  expofed  to  public  view : 
on  the  head  of  the  god  was  an  helipet,  compofed  pf 
plumes,  in  the  form  of  a  bird,  witii  a  bill  and  crejl 
of  burn  idled  gQld.  The  CQuntenance  qf  tl^s  dpitj 
ivas  horrible.  The  ornaments  were  of  iAtftimal^ 
yalye.  The  city  of  Mexico  had  eig^t  temples,  bujlt 
nfarjy  in  the  fame  manner ;  but  thofe  Qr  a  fm^cr 
fizc,  dedicated  to  d^ifierent  idols,  aniounted  to  aooo. 

Motezuma  had,  befidc  the  palace  in  which  1^ 
kept  his  court,  feveral  m^gniBcervt  pleafure-houfes  i 
jt>ne  of  which  was  a  noble  bi^lding,  fupported  by 
pillars  of  jafper.  In  this  edifice  he  nad  an  aviary  of 
thofe  birds  that  are  moll  remarkable  on  account  of 
their  finging  and  feathers ;  and  thefe  were  fo  nume- 
rous, that  three  hundred  men  were  (k\d  to  be  em- 
ployed in  attending  them.  At  a  fniall  diftance  was 
another  very  large  edifice,  where  Motezuma*s  fowlets 
refided,  and  took  care  of  his  birds  of  prey ;  among 
which  were  feme  bred  to  the  game,  like  our  hawks : 
and  in  the  fame  place  were  eagles  of  an  extraordinary 
fize,  and  extremely  voracious.  In  the  fecond  fqu^re 
of  this  lad  building  were  kept  the  wild  beads,  a$ 
lions,  tigers,  bears,  and  Mexican  bulls,  which  are 
remarkably  fierce  and  ilrong ;  and  over  their  dens 
was  a  large  apartment,  where  bufibons  and  mpnfters 
.were  kept  for  the  emperor's  diverfion.  All  thefe  fe- 
veral houfes  had  (pacious  and  well  cultivated  gardens, 
in  which  were  a  great  variety  of  flowers  and  medi-> 
cinal  herbs  fet  in  iquarcs.  They  were  alfo  adorne4 
with  fountains  and  btrautiful  fummer  houfes. 

But  the  moft  fingular  of  all  Motezuma's  edifices 
was  his  houfe  of  forrow,  to  which  he  retired  in  cafe 
of  any  public  calamity,  or  at  the  death  of  a  favou- 
rite relation.  It  was  well  calculated  for  promoting 
gloomy  reficflions  -,  for  the  walls,  roof$,  and  orna« 

ments 
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mcnts  were  black,  and  no  other  light  was  admittedi 
IfVit  what  proceeded  from  fome  narrow  openings  in 
the  walljs,  which  were  bi^t  jyfl:  fuf^icient  to  difcovei 
the  gloomy  objeds  vvithin. 

]Vloce;£um.a  h^d  alfo  feveral  pleafant  country  re- 
tr^ats^  and  large  forefts  for  the  chafe  of  wild  heaits, 
ill  whigh  he  greatjy  dclig^fed.  I/i  thejTe  fports  a  num- 
ber of  perib/is  iurrounded  the  gan^e,  and  contracted 
the  circle  into  a  certain  ipace,  where  Ke  behelJ  the 
^pmb^ts  of  his  huntimep  with  the  wild  beaOis,  in 
^bich  the  Mexicans  were  .equally  dexiierous  and  dar- 
ing- 

Mocezunia  had  two  ibr^s  of  guards  ;  the  one  oi 

200  nobles,  whp  were  obliged  to  attend  every  day 
^  the  palace,  to  gu^d  his  perfon.  This  attendance 
vas  divided  between  two  bodies  that  were  upon  duty 
]t>y  turns,  comprehending  the  lords  of  the  whole  em- 
pire, who  were  obliged  to  come  to  court  from  the 
moA  diftant  provinces.  This  was  a  fcheme  which 
Motezuma  himfelf  had  contrived  for  keeping  the 
fiobility  in  dependance,  and  rendering  himfelf  ac- 
quainted with  their  perfons,  capacities  and  difpofi- 
tions.  His  other  guards  wcrc  compofed  of  foldiers, 
who  filled  the  courts  of  the  palace,  and  were  pofted 
in  bodies  at  the  principal  gates. 

Motezuma  had  two  wives,  v/ho  bore  the  title  of 
queens,  and  were  the  daughters  of  tributary  princes  ; 
thefe  were  lodged  in  feparate  apartments,  and  lived 
in  equal  fplcndor.  His  concubines,  however,  who 
were  feleftcd  from  the  mod  beautiful  women  through- 
out his  dominions,  exceeded  3000  ;  and  thefe,  when 
difmifled,  were  married  by  perfons  of  the  firft  qua- 
lity :  for  they  were  generally  rich,  and  thought  to 
be  highly  honoured  by  their  being  admitted  to  the 
emperor's  embraces. 

Though  he  often  ate  in  public,  it  was  always 
alone.  His  table  was  generally  furniihed  with  above 
20odifhesof  ditfcrent  meats,  fome  of  which  were  well 
jSeafoned.     Of  thefe  he  chofe  a  certain  number  foi 

2  hi! 
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kis  own  ufe,  and  the  reft  were  divided  among  the 
Kobles  and  his  guards.  He  iat  on  a  little  ftool  at  9 
large  low  ^abie ;  the  cloths  and  napkins  of  which 
were  of  fine  coiton.  His  dining*room  wasdivided  ia 
the  middle  by  a  rail,  which  kept  both  the  crowd 
and  his  own  domeltics  at  a  diftance,  without  ob- 
ftrudling  the  view  y  and  within  the  rail  be  was  at- 
tended by  three  or  four  old  favourite  fervants.  The 
dilhes  were  brought  in  by  twenty  women  richly  or- 
nanfienced,  who  ierved  -up  the  meat,  and  prefented 
him  with  the  cup.  The  cloths  and  napkins,  as  weH 
as  all  the  difhes  of  fine  earthen  ware,  on  their  being 
once  ufed,  were  diftributed  among  the  fervants. 
After  his  meals  he  took  a  kind  of  chocolate,  and 
fmoaked  tobr.cco  perfumed  with  liquid  amber. 
Indeed  the  ju'ce  of  this  herb  was  one  of  the  ifigr&- 
dients  with  which  the  priefts  intoxicated  themfelves, 
whenever  they  were  obliged  to  deliver  «n  oracuhr 
anfwer.  There  were  generally  at  tkc  table  three  or 
four  buffoons,  who  diverted  ihe  emperor  with  thdr 
ludicrous  talents  ^  and  at  proper  intervals  he  wis 
entertained  with  mufic,  compofed  of  pipes  and  in- 
flruments  made  of  fea  fhells,  accompanied  by  voices, 
which  forn-jcd  an  agreeable  concert.  The  iubjeft  rf 
thefe  fongs  was  generally  th^  memorable  aAions  of 
their  kings,  and  the  exploits  of  their  ancefton. 
They  had  alfo  merry  longs  ufed  in  dancings  whca 
the  voice  was  accompanied  with  two  little  drums, 
made  of  hollow  pieces  of  wood,  of  different  ftzcs 
and  f  )uids. 

Upon  other  occafions  the  people  affembled  in  the 
porci.cs  and  fquares  of  the  temples,  made  matoies 
jur  wreitling,  running  races,  and  (hooting  at  a 
mark.  Here  were  likewife  rope-dancers,  who  perform- 
ed with  furprifing  dexterity,  without  the  afliftance  of 
poles  ;  and  alfo  great  numbers  of  people  playing  at 
ball,  near  tlie  itatue  of  an  idol  brought  out  by  the 
pneiis,  as  tlic  luperintendant  of  that  diverfion.  In 
&orr,  the  people  of  Mexico  were  almoft  daily  di- 
verted 
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Tcrtcd  with  fuch  fpeftades  and  amufcments,  as  wer6 
calculated  by  Motezuma  to  entertain  them,  and 
prevent  their  employing  their  thoughts  to  his  prc-^ 
judice. 

The  great  revenue  which  enabled  Motezuma  to 
fupport  the  cxpence  of  his  court,  and  to  keep  two 
large  armies  conftantly  in  the  field,  arofe  from  the 
contributions  levied  on  the  fubjedt,  which  amounted 
to  one  third  of  the  annual  produce  of  that  vaft  em- 
pire ;  from  the  falt-works  and  other  taxes,  eftaWifh- 
cd  from  time  immemorial,  and  from  the  produce  of 
the  gold  and  filver  mines.  All  the  towns  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mexico  provided  men  for  the 
king's  works,  and  fuel  for  the  palace.  The  nobility 
were  obliged  to  guard  the  emperor's  perfon,  to  fervc 
in  his  armies  with  a  certain  number  of  vafTals,  and 
to  make  him  prefents ;  which,  though  he  received 
as  gifts,  they  durft  not  negleft.  He  had  different 
treafures  for  all  the  different  kinds  of  contributions ; 
and  the  tribunal  of  the  crown  revenue,  having  iflu- 
ed  out  what  was  necefTary  for  the  expence  of  the 
palaces,  and  for  war,  converted  the  overplus  into 
ingots  of  gold.  Befide  this  tribunal,  there  was  a 
council  of  juftice,  which  received  appeals  from  in- 
ferior courts ;  a  council  of  ftate,  and  a  council  of 
war ;  judges  of  commerce,  and  other  officers.  As 
they  had  no  written  laws,  but  were  governed  by  the 
cufloms  and  inftitutions  of  their  anceitors,  their  trials 
were  fummary  and  verbal:  murder,  thefc,  adultery, 
and  any  flight  difrefpeft  toward  the  emperor,  were 
punifhed  with  death ;  but  all  other  crimes  were  eafily 
pardoned. 

When  an  emperor  was  elefted,  he  v^as  obliged  to 
obtain  fome  vidtory  over  his  enemies,  before  he  was 
permitted  to  afcend  the  throne:  but  having  thus 
proved  himielf  qualified  for  the  tallc  of  reigni-ng,  by 
his  fuccefs,  he  returned  in  triumph ;  and  having 
made  his  public  entry  with  great  flare  and  folemnity, 
all  the  nobility,  miniflcrs,  and  priefls  attended  him 

CO 
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to  the  temple  of  the  |;od  of  w^,  whcfre  he  «^^ 
his  chariot,  and  having  ofiered  the  a^cuflbriury 
Bee,  was  cloathed  by  the  eleftofs  in  ro7al  robet ; 
alfo  put  into  his  right  hand,  a  golden  fword^  as  an 
fign  of  juftice ;  and  in  his  left,  a  bow  and  arrailri, 
fignify  his  power  and  comofiand  in  war.    Then  1 
cacique  of  Tezeuco  placed  a  kind  of  gold  nr^ 
on  his  head.     This  ceremony  being  performed, 
of  the  mod:  eloquent  of  the  magiftrates  maderf  j 
fpeech,  in  which  he  congratulated  hiih  on  bis 
dignity;  expatiated  on  the  cares  and  troables 
attend  a  throne,  and  upon  the  duty  of  a  fbl 
The  chief  pricft  then  approaching,  tendered 
oath  *,  by  which  he  bound  himfelf  to  maincaur: 
religion  of  his  anceftors,  and  the  laws  and  c«i^ 
of  the  empire ;  to  treat  his  vafTals  with  lenity 
abfurdly  promifed  to  procure  feafonable  rains,  t0 
vent  fterility,  inundations,  and  the  mali^anc' 
cnces  of  the  fun  and  planets. 

New-born  infants  were  taken  with  great 
to  the  temples,  where  the  priefts  gave  them 
admonitions  relating  to  the  troubles  to  which 
were  born.     When  the  child  was  the  fon  of  o 
the  nobles,  they  put  a  fword  into  hb  rig|ic 
and  upon  his  left  arm  a  fhieid,  kept  in  the 
for  that  purpofc.     If  he  was  of  a  plebeian 
tion,  they  put  mechanical  inftruments  in  his 
but  the  females  of  both  ranks  were  prdented 
the  fpindle  and  diftaflf.     After  this  ceremony 
crformed,  the  infant  was  taken  to  the  altar,  aal^^ 
.  js  privities  pricked  with  a  thorn,  or  cut  with  a  blf  , 
cet  of  flint,   fo  as  to  draw  a  few  drops  of  bldoi| 
which  was  no  fooner  done,  than  they  were  fpncMku 
with  water.    The  children  of  the  plebeians  were  ifl^  ^ 
ftru6ted  in  public  fchools,  and  thofe  of  the  nobifinf ' 
in  well  endowed  colleges,  where  they  paflfed  throt^ 
three  fucceflive  clafles  *,  in  the  firft  of  which  thtf^ 
wore  taught  to  read  the  characters  and  hieroglyphic^ 
and  to  repeat  the  hiftorical  fongs :  in  the  fecond,  they 
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were  inftruded  in  th6  rules  of  civility,  modefty,  and 
a  polite  behaviour :  and  in  the  third,  they  were  in- 
ured to  robuft  exercifes,  as  wreftiing,  managing  their 
arms  5  the  hardfhips  of  fufFering  hunger  and  thirft, 
and  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather.  Having  ac- 
quired thefe  qualifications,  the  young  noblemen  who 
tircrc  defigned  for  war,  were  fent  as  volunteers  to  the 
army,  in  order  to  accuftom  them  to  dangers  and 
hardfhips  ;  where  they  were  often  placed  among  the 
bdggage-men,  and  their  fhoulders  loaded  with  pro- 
yiuons,  to  mortify  their  vanity,  and  inure  their  bo- 
idies  to  fatigue.  After  which  they  were  obliged  to 
give  fome  proofs  of  valour,  before  they  could  be  en- 
rolled as  foldiers. 

Their  marriage  ceremony  was  very  fimple:  for 
the  contradt  being  fettled,  the  parties  appeared  in 
the  temple  *,  when  the  pried  having  examined  them 
with  mpe&  to  their  mutual  pafllon,  he  tied  a  tip 
6f  the  woman's  veil  to  the  corner  of  the  bride- 
groom's garment,  and  accompanied  them,  joined  in 
this  manner,  to  their  habitation,  where  they  went 
itvien  times  round  the  Bre,  and  then  fitting  djwn 
to  receive  an  equal  fliare  of  the  heat,  the  marriage 
was  compleated.  The  hufl>and  then  requefted  the 
bride's  portion  5  but,  in  j:afe  of  feparation,  was  after- 
ward obliged  to  return  it,  which  was  often  ef- 
fbAed  by  mutual  confent.  In  that  cafe,  the  boys  re- 
lAained  with  the  father,  and  the  girls  with  the  mo- 
dier;  and  the  marriage  being  thus  difiblved,  the 
fMflfties  were  forbid  to  join  again  on  pain  of  death. 

The  Mexicans  believed  the  immortality  of  the 
ibul,  and  that  it  was  rewarded  or  punifhed  in  a  fu- 
ture (late ;  but  buried  gold  and  filvcr  with  the  dc- 
cealed  to  defray  the  expence  of  their  journey,  which 
they  imagined  to  be  long  and  troublefomc.  Some 
iervants  were  even  flain  to  bear  them  company ;  and 
the  wives  frequently  killed  themfelves  in  order  to  ac- 
company their  hulbands :  and  when  the  emperor  died, 

all 
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all  his  houfhold  officers  and  favourites  were  obliged  to 
follow  him  to  the  other  world. 

1  he  Mexican  year,  as  well  as  ours,  confifted  pf  365 
days,  but  was  divided  into  eighteen  months,  of 
twenty  days  each  -,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,-  five 
^ays  appropriated  to  pleafure,  and  a  cefiation  from 
buiinel's,  were  added  to  piake  it  anfwer  the  ^urle 
of  the  fun.  They  had  alio  a  kind  of  weeks  of  thir- 
teen days,  to  which  different  names  were  given  ;  and 
a  niuch  longer  period,  (liled  ages,  which  confifted  of 
four  week:,  of  years.  This  large  period  was  repre- 
fcnted  in  a  very  Angular  manner :  In  the  centre  of  t 
circle,  divided  into  fifty  two  degrees,  allowing  a  year 
for  each,  they  painted  the  fun  ;  from  whole  rays  pro- 
ceeded four  lines  of  different  colours,  which  equal** 
ly  divided  the  circumference,  leaving  thirteen  dc- 
i^recs  to  each  quarter :  and  here  the  fun  bad  his 
profperous  or  adverfe  afpecls,  according  to  the  co- 
lour of  the  line.  In  a  larger  circle,  which  inclofed 
the  other,  they  marked  with  their  charadters  the 
chief  occurrences  of  the  age-,  and  thefe  fecular an- 
nals were  confidcred  as  public  inftriiments  that  fervcd 
for  proofs  of  hiftorical  fafts. 

Tht  Mexicans  feemed  to  vie  w^ith  each  other,  in 
exprefTing  their  regard  for  the  Spaniards.  They 
^vere  daily  entertained  with  fome  new  diverfion,  at 
which  Motczuma  appeared  in  pcrfon  -,  a  condefcen- 
fion  that  infpired  the  people  with  a  higher  reverence 
and  efleeni  for  thefe  ftrangers.  He  appeared  parti- 
cularly fond  of  Cortes  -,  fpending  great  part  of  his 
time  with  him  :  and  contradcd  an  acquaintance  with 
his  captains,  to  whom  he  frequently  made  prefents ; 
in  which  he  diftinguifhed  the  merit  of  each  with 
great  dilcernment.  Thus  the  Spaniards  enjoyed  ao 
agreeable  rcpofe  ^  but  were  at  length  alarmed  by  a 
letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  brought  by  two  Tlafcalaa 
foldiers,  who  had  difguifed  themfelves,  fo  as  to  ap- 
pear like  Mexicans,  and  had  entered  the  city  un- 
perceivcd. 

This 
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This  letter  informed  Cortes,  that  fome  of  the  In- 
ciians  in  alliance  with  the  Spaniards  complained  to 
Juan  de  Efcalante,  that  Qualpopoca,  one  of  Mote- 
zuma's  generals,  had  aflembled  a  great  body  of  for- 
ces upon  the  frontiers  of  Zempoalla,  where  they 
levied  contributions  with  great  cruelty.  Upon  which 
Eicalante  fcnt  to  defire  the  Mexican  general  to  fuf- 
pend  hoftilitics  till  further  orders  fliould  come  from 
Mexico,  where  the  Spaniards,  *  the  allies  of  thofe 
people,  were  entertained  by  Motezuma  with  great 
hofpitality.  But  Qualpopoca  fending  a  very  info- 
lent  anfwer,  Efcalantc  was  fo  provoked,  that  he 
inarched  againft  him  at  the  head  of  forty  Spaniards, 
and  2000  Indians ;  and  coming  to  an  engagement, 
he  put  the  Mexicans  to  flight ;  and  notwithltanding 
his  being  almoft  entirely  abandohed  by  his  Indian 
allies,  purfued  them  to  the  next  town,  where  he  at- 
tacked them  with  fuch  refolution,  that  he  entirely 
routed  and  diflodged  them.  This  viftory  however 
coft  the  Spaniards  very  dear  •,  for  Juan  de  Efcalante 
was  mortally  wounded,  fix  of  the  foldiers  alfo  re- 
ceived fever.il  wounds,  jind  Juan  de  Arguillo,  a  man 
of  extraordinary  ftaturc,  was  carried  off  alive.  In 
this  letter  the  council  of  Vera  Cruz  defired  Cortes  to 
appoint  them  a  new  governor,  and  to  give  direftions 
relating  to  their  affairs. 

Cortes  being  greatly  concerned  at  the  lofs  of  Juan 
de  Efcalante,  he  communicated  the  letter  to  his  cap- 
tains ;  defired  that  each  of  them  would  give  his  opi- 
nion freely  at  their  next  meeting-,  and  the  following 
morning  fcnt  for  fome  of  the  moft  fcnuble  Indians 
in  his  army,  when  having  alkcd  them,  if  they  had 
lately  perceived  any  change  in  the  btrhaviour  or  dif- 
courfe  of  the  Mexicans  ?  They  informed  him,  that 
the  nobles  appeared  peiifive  and  myHerious-,  that 
they  had  heard  ibme  of  the  people  talk  of  breaking 
down  the  caufev/ay ;  and  that  there  was  a  report  that 
a  Spaniard's  hca.i  had  been  prefented  to  Motezuma, 
who  viewed  it  with  afloninimenc  on  account  of  ics 
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^*  la&^'^Mf^''^"'^*  *"^  particularly  that  of 

tT  •S^'^jL^fco'^  fuppofed  belonged  to  Ar- 

i  f^i,  "'^'^litcly  concluded,  that  the  Mcm- 

£^/*  "^j^  on  his  deftruftion,    and  Motc- 
8"'  <t*f  .y'  hid  concerted   the  ruin  of  the  Spa- 
^^  ^'"ijiftrfJbre. immediately  aflcniblcd  his  coun- 
pUf^'   -fid  of  the  captains  and  fome  favourite  fol- 
M  ^^  Aaving  told  them  his  hints  he  had  re- 
(/''''^^oi  the  Indians,  alked  their  advice.     Some 
^''gofed  that   they    (hould    retire  privately  in  the 
/!^J^.   others  that  they   fliould  obtain  a  paflport 
t^„  Motczutna,    and   then   retire  publickly,  and 
g^JJch  w  ^^'^  relief  of  Vera  Cruz  :  but  the  grcateft 
pjrt  were  of  opinion,  that  they  niould  continue  at 
^fxico  without  feemlng  to  know  what  had  paJTcd 
jt  Vera  Cruz,  till  they  could  find  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity for  retreating  with  fafeiy.     However  none  of 
ihcfe  fchemes  were  approved  by  Cortes,  who  pro- 
pofed  their  feizing  Motezuma,    conveying   him  to 
their  own  quarters,  and  detaining  him  there  as  an 
hoftage  for  the  fmcerity  of  his  people.     This  daring 
propofal  he  fupported  with  all  his  eloquence,  and 
with    fuch    fuccefs,    that   it  was    unanimoufly    ap- 
plauded. 

Cortes  having  chofcn  the  hour,  when  the  Spa- 
niards were  ajcuftomcd  to  wait  upon  Motezumi, 
for  the  execution  of  his  bold  projeft,  ordered  his 
people  to  arm  thcmfclves  in  their  quarters,  privately 
10  faddle  their  iiorles,  and  to  wj;t  without  noife  ftr 
farther  inftructions.  He  then  occupiL-d  all  the  ave- 
nues to  the  palace,  with  fmal!  fcittervJ  detachments^ 
and  direfting  thirty  choice  men  to  follow  him  at  a 
diftance,  we:U  thitlicr  attended  by  four  of  his  cap- 
tains, who,  as  they  ufually  carri-.d  their  arms  with 
thct-.i,  their  doing  lb  nuw  occafioned  no  fufpicionS. 
Motezuma,  according  to  cLiftoni,  came  out  of  his 
aparuiiciit  to  receive  the  vifit,  and  his  fcrv&nts  retired. 
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d's  ufual,  to  another  part  of  the  palace ;  when  Cor- 
tes, with  an  air  of  refentrtient,  complained  of  the 
Mexican  general  for  attacking  his  confederates,  in 
violation  of  a  peace,  under  which  they  thought 
themfelves  fccure  ;  for  murdering  a  Spaniard  in  cold 
blood,  and  endeavouring  to  vindicate  his  perfidious 
conduft,  by  declaring  that  he  afted  in  obedience  to 
his  majefty's  commands. 

On  hearing  this  charge,  Motezuma  changed  co- 
lour, but  denied  it  with  marks  of  confufion;  when 
Cortes,  i^retending  to  believe  him  innocent,  replied, 
that  after  fuch  a  declaration  made  by  his  general, 
neither  the  Spaniards  nor  his  own  fubjefts  wpuW  be 
undeceived,  unlefs  he  took  fome  extraordinary  ftep 
to  efface  the  imprefiion  made  by  fuch  a  calumny. 
That  he  was  therefore  come  to  beg,  he  would  with- 
out any  difturbance  repair  with  him  to  the  Spanifli 
quarters  \  where  he  (hould  be  treated  with  all  the 
reverence  and  refpedk  due  to  his  majefty,  till  his  cha- 
rafter  (hould  be  vindicated  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  all 
mankind.  Motezuma,  amazed  and  incenfed  at  the 
boldnefs  of  this  requeft,  replied,  that  princes  of  his 
rank  were  not  accuftomed  to  go  tamely  to  prifon ; 
nor  would  his  fujbjcfts  permit  his  fo  far  forgetting 
his  duty,  as  to  ftribp  to  fo  bafe  a  compliance.  Not- 
^ithftanding  Cortes  made  ule  of  other  arguments, 
he  ftill  refufed  to.  leave  his  palace  -,  but  being  fen- 
flblc  of  his  danger,  offered  to  fend  immediately  for 
Qualpopoca,  and  to  deliver  him  with  all  his  officers 
into  Cortes's  hands,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  give 
him  two  of  his  fons  as  hoftages  for  the  performance 
of  his  promifc.  Cortes,  hovvever,  was  not  fatisfied 
with  thefe  expedients ;  and  his  captains,  apprehend- 
ing that  the  delay  might  be  dangerous,  begm  to 
grow  clamorous ;  and,  among  others,  Juan  S^'elaf- 
quez  de  Leon,  calFed  aloud,  fince  he  will  not  hear 
reafon,  let  us  feize  him  by  torce,  or  kill  him  on  the 
fpot.  The  emperor  hearing  this  uttered  in  an  angry 
cone,  dcfired  to  know  what  he  fuid  ;  when  Marina, 
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to  whom  he  addrefled  himfelf,  earneftly  exhorted 
him,  as  his  own  vafTal  and  fubjeft,  to  comply  with- 
out hefitation,  in  order  to  preferve  his  life ;  which 
had  fuch  an  efFe£t,  that  he  inftantly  rofe  from  his 
feat,  and  faid  to  Cortes,  "  I  truft  myfelf  in  your 
^'  hands,  let  us  go  to  your  quarters,  for  fo  the  gods 
"  have  decreed."  He  then  ordered  his  fervants  to 
get  ready  his  equipage;  told  his  minifters  that  he 
had  refolved  to  pafi  fome  days  in  the  Spanifli  quar- 
ters, and  ordered  the .  captain  of  the  guard  to  march 
with  a  body  of  troops  and  take  Qualpopoca  and  his 
officers  prifoners,  that  they  might  fufler  for  having 
invaded  Zempoalla. 

Motezuma  having  given  thefe  direiStions,  which 
Marina  explained  to  Cortes  and  his  officers,  he  left 
the  palace  with  his  ufual  attendants;  the  Spaniards, 
on  pretence  of  refpcft,  marching  clofe  by  his  chariot, 
which,  as  ufual,  was  carried  on  the  (boulders  of  his 
nobles.  However,  a  report  was  inftantly  fpread, 
that  the  ftrangers  feized  the  emperor's  pcrfon ;  when 
the  ftreets  were  fuddenly  filled  with  crowds  of  peo- 
ple, who  rent  the  air  with  their  cries ;  threw  them- 
felves  on  the  ground,  (bedding  floods  of  tears  'for 
their  unhappy  prince;  and  a  general  infurreftion 
would  have  certainly  followed,  had  not  Motezuma, 
with  a  ferene  countenance  commanded  filence,  and. 
aflured  the  populace  that  he  was  going  of  his  own 
accord  to  fpcnd  a  few  days  with  his  friends  the  Spa- 
niards. On  liis  reaching  their  quarters  he  ordered 
his  guards  to  difperfe  the  populace,  and  his  mmiftcrs 
to  make  it  known,  that  the  kaft  tumult  or  difturb- 
ance,  fhould  be  p-jniilied  with  death.  He  then  be- 
haved in  a  very  courteous  manner  to  ;he  Spanifh  fol- 
dicrs,  who  came  out  to  receive  him  ;  and  having 
cholen  an  apartment,  at  fome  dillancc  from  thofe  in 
the  pofltrfllon  of  the  Spaniards,  it  was  inftantly  fur- 
niflied  for  his  reception. 

Cortes  immediately  duVibJed   tlie  guards,    pofted 
centinels  at  all  the  avenues  ;  and,  under  die  pretence 
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of  keeping  his  majefty  from  being  crowded,  reftridl- 
cd  the  minifters  and  courtiers  that  waited  upon  Mote- 
zuma  to  a  certain  number.  Mean  wliilc  he  preferved 
all  the  formalities  of  decorum,  and  treated  the  em- 
peror with  his  ufual  refpcft,  while  that  prince  ap-  . 
peared  chearful  and  in  good  humour,  and  leemed  . 
pcrfeftly  pleafed  with,  his  fituation.  He  ftill  exercifed 
all  the  funftions  of  royalty,  held  councils,  granted 
audiences,  and  with  the  fame  freedom  as  ufual,  regu- 
lated both  the  civil  and  military  government  of  his 
kingdom.  His  table  was  fupplied  from  the  palace  in 
d  tnoft  plentiful  manner,  in  order  that  the  Spaniards 
might  rcaftofi  the  fuperfluity  ;  and  he  conftandy  fent 
Ibme  delicacies  to  Cortes  and  his  captains,  each  of 
whom  he  could  call  by  their  names.  While  he  occa- 
fionally  converfed  with  them,  he  ftudied  their  tem- 
pers, and  without  defcending  beneath  the  dignity  of 
nis  charafter,  feafoned  his  difcourfe  with  pleafantry. 
All  the  time  in  which  he  was  not  employed  in  buu- 
ncfs,  he  pafled  among  them  ;  and  fometimes  he  played 
with  Cortes  at  Tololoque,  a  game  which  confided  of 
tipping  down  fmall  pins  of  gold,  with  little  balls  of  the 
£une  metal  j  and  as  they  played  for  jewels  and  trinkets, 
the  emperor  diftributed  his  winnings  among  the  Spa- 
niards, and  Cortes  fhared  his  good  fortune  among 
Motezuma's  inferior  officers. 

While  things  were  in  this  fituation,  the  captain  of 
the  guard  returned  with  Qualpopoca,  his  fon,  and 
fifteen  of  the  nobles  •,  they  had  furrendercd  themfelves 
at  the  fight  of  the  royal  fignet,  and  now  arrived  in 
about  twenty  days  after  the  beginning  of  Motezuma's 
confinement.  Many  great  men  went  out  to  meet 
diem,  and  their  general  was  brought  in  upon  men's 
Dioulders,  when  Qualpopoca  appearing  before  the 
emperor,  the  latter  upbraided  him  for  having  killed 
the  Spaniard,  and  delivered  him  and  the  other  officers 
into  the  hands  of  Cortes,  to  whom  they  confefled 
themfelves  guilty  of  having  violated  the  peace  of  their 
0wn  accord,  and  of  iheir  having  ordered  Arguillo  to 
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be  put  to  death,  till  finding  that  the  Spanifli  general 
refolvtd  to  take  away  their  lives,  they  laid  the  whole 
blame  upon  the  emperor,  whofe  orders  they  ha4 
obeyed.  Cortes,  however,  treated  this  as  a  malicious 
afperfion,  brought  them  to  a  formal  trial,  in  which 
the  Spaniards  were  both  the  judges  and  accufers,  an4 
cruelly  lentenced  them  to  be  burned  alive. 

To  deter  Motezumafrom  endeavouring  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  this  fentcnc^,  the  general  refolvcd  on 
taking  another  furprifmg  ftep.  He  went  into  that 
prince's  prefence,  accompanied  by  Marina,  and  three 
or  four  captains,  with  a  common  foldier  carrying  fet^ 
ters,  and  having  faluted  the  emperor  with  his  ufual 
refpeft,  aflTumed  a  peremptory  look,  and  in  a  loud 
voice  told  him,  that  Qualpopoca  and  his  officers  hs^ 
acknowledged  the  crimes  for  which  they  were  c(^- 
demned  to  death ;  but  as  they  pretended  they  hf(d 
done  nothing  without  his  orders,  it  was  neceflary  thy 
he  Ihould  fuffer  fome  pcrfonal  mortification.  He 
then,  with  an  air  of  authority,  commanded  the  foldier 
to  fhackle  Motezuma,  and  then  leaving  him,  g^v; 
orders  to  the  guards  to  prevent  his  having  any  com? 
munication  with  his  minifters. 

Mocezuma*s  aftonifhment  at  being  treated  in  thi{ 
ignominious  manner,  was  .fo  great,  that  he  had  nei- 
ther power  to  rcfift,  nor  fpeech  to  complain  j  whilp 
his  lerv^nts,  without  uttering  a  word,  threw  them- 
felves  at  his  feet,  and,  with  figns  of  the  deepeft  afflic- 
tion, fupported  the  weight  of  his  fetters,  to  prevent 
their  hurting  his  legs.  However,  when  he  nrft  re- 
covered from  his  amazement,  he  flew  into  a  tranfport 
of  rage ;  but  foon  recovering  himfelf  collcdled  his  for- 
titude, and  believing  his  life  in  danger,  waited  hi$ 
fate  with  dignity  and  refignation. 

In  the  mean  time  Cortes  ordered  tlie  Mexican  ge- 
neral, with  his  fon  and  the  reft  of  the  officers,  to  be 
conduced  under  a  ftrong  guard  of  Spaniards,  to  4 
large  fquare,  where,  in  the  prefence  of  an  innumerable 
concourfc  of  people,  their  hands  apd  feet  were  bound, 

after 
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after  which  they  were  placed  on  a  large  pile  of  brokeu 
bows  and  arrows  ^  and  fire  being  ftt  to  it,  they  were 
ibon  burned,  to  the  amazement  of  all  the  fpeftators, 
who,'  without  making  the  lead  difturbance,  were 
llruck  with  awe  and  admiration.  Cortes  then  return- 
ed to  Motezuma's  apartment,  and  telling  him  with  a 
fmile,  that  the  traitors  who  had  prefumed  to  blemi(h 
his  mjyefty's  charafter,  had  now  received  their  juft 
punifhment,  he  (looped  down,  9nd  with  his  owq 
hands  took  off  the  fetters.  The  emperor  received  his 
liberty  with  a  tumultuous  joy,  embraced  Cortes  fe- 
veral  times,  and  fitting  both  of  them  down  together^ 
entered  into  amicable  converfation,  during  which  the 
Spanifh  general  let  him  know,  that  as  the  caufe  of 
his  detention  was  now  removed,  he  might  return  tg 
his  palace  whenever  he  pleafed.  This  was  however 
no  more  than  a  political  offer,  which  he  knew  he 
«rould  not  embrace ;  for  Marina  had  been  ordered  tp 
infufe  into  him  a  firm  belief,  that  if  he  quitted  the 
Spaniih  quarters,  before  Cortes's  departure,  he  would 
fuSkr  greatly  in  his  reputation,  as  foon  as  it  (hould  bp 
known  that  he  received  his  liberty  from  the  hand  ojf 
another.  He  therefore  declined  the  offer,  and  made 
a  merit  of  his  ftay  by  faying,  that  on  his  return  to  his 
palace^  his  nobility  and  miniflers  would  prefs  him  to 
lake  up  arms,  in  order  to  obtain  fatisfaftion  for  the 
injury  he  had  undergone  j  and  therefore,  out  of  regard 
to  the  Spaniards,  he  would  remain  where  he  was. 

From  this  time  the  emperor  feemed  perfec^Uy  fatif- 
iied  with  his  fituation,  and  at  length  had  fuch  con^ 
fidcnce  in  Cortes,  that  he  reprefenced  to  him  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  him  to  vifit  fome  of  his  temples, 
that  his  fubjeds  might  no  longer  look  upon  him  as  a 
prifoner;  which  Cortes  readily  granted,  upon  condition 
(hat  human  facriBces  fhould  be  abolifhed.  His  firft 
excurfion  was  to  the  principal  temple,  which  he  en- 
tered with  his  ufual  poir.p  and  attendance,  and  liis 
appearance  was  celebrated  with  the  joyful  acclamations 
4ff  jhe  people,  among  whom  he  diilributcd  his  bounty 
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with  u'to.T.ir.or.  lixrilrr/.  Fror:  A:s  nmc  he  went 
sbroa-  as  o::*r.  zs  ht  p>i:^f,  foxezir.cs  to  the  palace 
or  his  wives,  ar.d  a:  o:-c.-5  lo  1^  pleafure-houfes, 
whtTt  he  t'.'oved  h  s  fcr.r.c-  a-irjfeinciits,  but  never 
w::hou:  n^er.ror.L'ig  :r  to  Ccrte?,  who  gcneraHy  at- 
tended him  in  h  i  psrries  or  civerfion,  and  fcemed  fb 
hi^hlv  :o  cnsroi's  his  favour,  that  the  nobles  who  had 
zr.y  ^•^::on  to  offer  to  the  erperor,  conftantly  folli- 
c;:ed  the  general's  ir.tereft,  which  always  proved  fuc- 
cefin:;. 

But  notwithftar.dir.g  this  feeming  tranquillity,  die 
broken  exprefHon-  o^•crhea^d  by  the  Tlatcalans,  about 
breaking  the  caui'cwiys,  and  reTCving  the  bridges, 
had  made  fcch  a  deep  ir-jprCiTjon  upon  Cortes's  mind, 
that  he  refolved  to  make  hirrfelf  mailer  of  the  lake^ 
by  building  two  brigantuies  upon  it. 

Filled  wi:h  this  idea,    he  railed   Motezuma's  cu- 
rioCty,  by  dcfcribing  the  manner  of  failing  ^ith  the 
wind,  which  was  entirely  unknown  to  the  Mexicans, 
and  obtained  his  permiffion  to  build  two  veflels  for  his 
majefty's  amufeir.e:::,  and  tV.e  infi:ruction  of  his  fub- 
jefts.     He  then  ordered  the  nails,  cordage,  canvas, 
and  other  tackle,  belonging  to  the  Spanifh  ftiips  that 
had  been  funk,  to  be  brought  from  Vera  Cruz,  and 
fome  builders  who  had  e:U  lied  as  foldicrs,  \vtrc  inir 
mediately  fet  at  work,  with  many  of  the  Mexican  car- 
penters, who  fo'ilov/ed  their  directions,  {o  that  in  i 
Jhort  time  the  brigantines  were  compleated,  and  Mo- 
tezuma  refolved  to  embark  with  tlie  Spaniards,  in 
order  to  have  a  nearer  view  of  this   ftrange  kind  of 
navigation.     Great  preparations  were  made  for  this 
uncommon  fpectacle ;  a  prodigious  number  of  canoes 
belonging  to  the  errperor  and  others,  were  finely  de- 
corated and  manned  with  the  mod  expert  rowers. 
The  Mexicans  firmly  believing  that  their  boats  would 
exceed  the  brigantines  in  fwiftnefs  :    However,   a 
breeze  no  fooner  fprung  up,  than  thefe  veflels  unfurled 
their  fails,  and  foon  left  the  canoes  at  a  gteat  diftance, 
jb  the  grent  amazement  of  the  Indians  y  who  could 
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form  no  idea  of  the  European  manner  of  iteering  and 
working  fuch  floating  houfes :  and  they  exprefaly  de- 
clared, that  by  means  of  thefe  wonderful  machines, 
they  believed  the. Spaniards  could  perfe&ly  command 
the  elements  of  wind  and  water.  The  aftoniihment 
of  Motezuma  was  mingled  with  joy,  and  he  beheld 
the  vi^ory  with  the  higheft  delight,  though  it  wa» 
•btsuned  over  his  own  fubjeAs. 

The  emperor  now  became  daily  more  attached  to 
Cortes,  while  the  latter  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity, 
tO'defire  his  affiftance  in  accomplilhing  various  thin^ 
he  had  in  view :  the  firft  of  which  was  the  knowledge 
pB  the  gold  mines ;  their  fituation  \  how  they  were 
wrought,  and  what  quantity  of  that  precious  hietal 
was  brought  from  them.  Motezuma  gave  him  wety 
clear  and  diftindt  anfwers  to  all  thofe  inquiries ;  and 
for  his  further  fatisfaAion,  allowed  fucii  of  his  people  , 
fli  he  could  troft,  to  go  to  the  mines,  both  witmn  and 
irithoat  his  doniinions.  Cortes  bemg  alfb  defiroui 
of  having  a  map  of  the  coaft  of  the  Nlexican  empire^ 
in  order  to  be  the  better  able  to  fix  upon  fome  port^ 
to  which  fupplies  might  be  fent  him,  the  emperor 
ordered  his  painters  to  draw  an  exadi;  reprefentation 
of  all  his  territories,  with  all  the  bays,  harbours,  and 
creeks  upon  the  coaft. 

While  the  Spanifh  general  continued  to  enjoy  Mo* 
texuma's  favour,  a  plot  was  formed,  which  neither 
the  emperor  nor  Cortes  could  forefee.  Cacumazin^ 
the  emperor*s  own  nephew,  who  was  cacique  of  Te- 
zuco,  being  a  young  man  of  great  vivacity,  art,  and 
ambition,  under  the  pretence  pf  delivering  Mo- 
tezuma, entertained  defigns  of  afcending  the  throne 
of  Mexico,  either  by  occafioning  an  immediate  re*  < 
volution,  or  by  obtaining  it  by  the  favour  of  the  peo- 
ple at  the  next  elcdtion.  Motezuma  was  no  iboner 
informed  of  this  plot,  than  he  went  to  communicate 
the  particulars  to  Cortes,  who  by  means  of  his  fpies, 
was  aU-eady  informed  of  the  whole.  He  however 
icturned  the  emperqr  thanks  for  his  information,  and 

begge4 


28o 


The  C 


«i     .    «   *  W 


•.^•11 


V^ 


X      - 


:u 


ViXICO, 

,  r--'i  out  with  the  Spa- 

..-.;..    Motezuma  urged  le- 

-.ni  this  propofal,  dcfired 

..-.ilhment  ot  the  offender 

.  X  liich  meafures,  th-t  his 

-vught  prifoner  to  Mexico, 

-nned.     At  this  very  time 

in  Mexico,    who  was  a 

^-..  Ahom  Motezuma  had  taken 

*j:  a  tew  days  before  he  had 

_-:•  which  Cacumazin,  in  confc- 

iealoufies,  had  laid  for  his 

Cor:cs  diffuaded  the  em- 

<iX  the  blood  to  death  by 

I'u:  d.:v  lid  him  to  deprive  Ca- 

J  '"7"inions,  and  to  beftow 

.v::^  j.iVrved  that  m;:rk  of  in- 

>^a-  greatly  pleafed  with  this 

•J    :r.i:an:iy   communicated    to    his 

.  .a.;J.cd  i:  as  equallv  juft  and  mcrci- 

*,\x'r  ci  chaftizing  without  bloodAied, 

.    ,n-   the  wliolc  empire,  had  fuch  an 

,     .-.:  of  the  conlpirators,  that  they  dif- 

.  .x^p<,  and  had  re courfe  to  the  clemency 

,  vv':ofc  parJon  tiiey  obtained  through 

o.:  or  Cortes. 

-^.-!   Motezuma  appeared  fo  well  fatisfied 

..V.  .ic  was  far  from   being  pleafed  at  the 

*   '-.avmg  ib  long  in  his  cap.ial,  and  feveral 

.^^    retieftions   difturbed    his    repole.      He, 

vticirely  concealed    the   diipoiition   of    his 

vi  when  he  adlually  propofcd  to  C\)r:es  tiic 

c  had  formed  to  get  rid  of  him,  Cortes  was 

i\>»m    conceiving   it   in   that   liglir,    tijat  he 

;t  the  higheft  aft  of  favour  Mo:c/.u:v.a  had 

vMfcrrtrd  upon  him.     He  took  a  proper  oppor- 

>  CO   inform  him,  that  he  was  now  prepared  to 

^v  a  voluntary  acknowledc?;cment  of  the  vaflalage 

the  king  of  Spain,  as  the  fucceflbr  of 


with  uncommo? 
abroad  as  oftcrr 
of  his  wives,  . 
where  he  en* 
without  me:^- 
tended  him 
highly  to  cr 
any  petit i    • 
cited  th'. 
ccfvful. 
But  r 
broken  • 
break':" 
had  \\ 
that  i  . 
by  b*- 

r 

■A 

rir.*'  • 

wi: 

a'l. 

IT. 

m 


.*w 


^"1 


ii*»- 


by  HERNANDO  CORTES.      283 

Quezalcoal ;  that  he  would  convoke  a  general  aflfembly 
of  his  nobles  for  that  purpofe,  and  as  a  nriark  of  that 
vaffalage,  would  prefent  the  mod  valuable  jewels  of 
his  treafury  to  the  Sp^nifh  monarch,  and  did  not 
doubt  but  all  his  caciques  would  follow  his  example, 

Motezuma,  agreeably  to  his  promife,  difpatched 
courtiers  to  convene  all  the  caciques  of  his  empire* 
a(:cording  to  a  cuftom  pradifed  on  important  occa-r 
fions.  They  came  with  equal  fplendor  and  expedi- 
tion, and  the  council  was  aflembled  in  the  king's 
apartment,  in  the  prefence  of  Cortes  and  his  captains. 
The  emperor  began  with  a  ftudied  fpeech,  in  which 
Jie  reminded  them  of  the  obligations  they  were  under 
to  him  as  their  fovercign  and  benef;iftor ;  and  havinj 
aflured  them,  that  he  had  both  confulted  and  obtainei 
the  approbation  of  the  gods,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  caufe 
of  their  meeting,  repeated  the  ftory  and  prophecy  of 
Quezalcoal,  declared  that  the  king  of  Spain  was  the 
(^dcendant  of  that  mighty  prince,  and  confequentljr 
the  lawful  fovereign  of  the  Mexican  Empire,  to 
^hom  both  he  and  they  were  bound  to  pay  obedience, 
fs  a  mark  of  which  he  had  felefted  for  an  offering 
|o  the  king  of  Spain  the  mod  precious  jewels  of  his 
treafury,  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  follow 
Jiis  example. 

Motezuma  was  unable  to  pronounce  this  fpeech 
without  interruption,  he  fighed  from  time  to  time, 
and  on  his  owning  himfelf  the  vaflal  of  another  prince, 
the  tears  trickled  down  his  checks,  and  he  was  unable 
to  proceed.  Cortes  then  arifing,  declared  that  it  was 
not  his  fovereign's  intention  to  dilpoflefs  Motezuma, 
or  to  occafion  the  leaft  innovation  in  his  government, 
and  that  he  only  required  them  to  fettle  his  rights  to 
the  fucceflTion  in  favour  of  his  defcendants  -,  at  which 
Motezuma  reluming  frefh  courage,  finifhed  his  fpeech. 
The  whole  aflcmbly  were  amazed,  and  ftruck  dumb 
at  a  propofal  that  appeared  fo  inconfiftent  with  the 
dignity  and  known  chara6lcr  of  the  emperor-,  and 
(Qnfidering  it  as  extorted  by  compuifion,  they  groan- 
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ed  bitterly ;  and  with  an  emphatic  filencc  looked  at 
each  other.  It  is  probable  that  Motezuma's  folc  in- 
tention in  this  traniaftion,  was  to  forward  the  depar- 
ture of  his  guefts,  without  the  leaft  defign  of  ful- 
filling the  terms  of  this  fubmiflion  for  the  future. 
However,  from  that  day,  Charles  V.  was  acknow- 
ledged, and  believed  by  the  people  to  be  the  lawful 
fovcreign  of  the  Mexican  empire,  and  their  homage, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  was  authend- 
cated  by  a  public  inftrumenr. 

The  emperor,  having  concluded  this  aff^r  to  his 
own  fatisfaction,  refolved  immediately  to  recover  that 
liberty  and  independence  for  which  he  had  fo  long 
fighed  in  fecrct,  and  fpeedily  delivered  to  Cortes  the 
prefent  he  had  provided,  confifting  of  curiofities  in 
gold,  in  the  fhape  of  birds,  fiflies,  and  four-footed 
beafts,  and  many  precious  ftones,  particularly  a  num- 
ber of  a  fort  cfteemed  bv  the  Mexicans  above  all 

0 

others,  which  in  colour  rcfembled  emeralds,  and 
many  beautitul  piclurcs,  formed  of  variegated  fea- 
thers. In  flicrt  the  whole  feemed  the  ranfom  of  a 
great  prince,  who  thought  he  could  not  purchafe 
his  liberty  at  too  high  a  price  ;  and  the  liberality  <rf 
the  nobles  was  fuch  as  might  be  expected  from 
wealthy  chiefs,  who  vied  with  each  o:her  in  loyalty 
and  oftentarion. 

Motezuma  havinc  thus  accomplilhed  his  fubjectiofi 
to  Spain,  fent  for  Cortes,  and  wi:h  an  air  of  grciter 
dignity  th.in  uluaU  told  him,   thi:  as  his  b^ifincr?  -^^ 


he  had  not  reafon  on  his  fid:r.  This  i::::.:a::o:-,  a*^ 
the  manner  in  which  it  v.ih  delivered,  were  :b  unex- 
pected, that  Cents  was  f-:::e  ti.T.e  brr:r:r  he  cculi 
recoiled  himlelt,  fo  a?  :3  .Take  a  rr:>:>ir  rerlr.     He 
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fore  lent  one  of  the  Spaniards  who  was  with  him  to 
order  his  foldiers  to  take  to  their  arms ;  and  in  the 
mean  while  excufed  his  embarrafTment  at  feeing  his 
majefty  more  moved  than  ufual,  aifuring  him  that  he 
was  fo  far  from  defigning  to  delay  his  departure,  that 
he  came  on  purpofe  to  defire  his  permiSion  to  build 
fome  veflels  to  carry  the  Spaniards  to  their  own 
country,  as  his  majelly  well  knew  they  had  loft  their 
ihips,  in  which  they  had  failed  to  that  coaft. 

It  is  faid  that  the  emperor  had  provided  50,000 
men  to  fupport  his  determination ;  but  it  is  certain 
that  he  was  very  dcfirous  of  avoiding  a  rupture  with 
Cones,  and  was  even  under  fome  apprehenfions  widi 
rcfpeA  to  the  anfwer  he  might  receive  j  but  he  no 
fooner  heard  this  artful  reply,  than  he  embraced  him 
with  fingular  marks  of  affedtion,  and  having  now  loft 
lus  fears,  told  him  with  great  complacency,  that  he. 
did  not  intend  to  haften  his  departure  before  he  was 
provided  for  the  voyage,  and  that  he  fhould  be 
fpeedily  furnifhed  with  every  thing  he  wanted.  Cortes 
ieemed  in  equal  hafte  to  be  gone,  and  dilpatched  his 
builders  to  Vera  Cruz,  in  order  to  colleft  the  remain- 
der of  the  iron-work,  rigging,  and  fails  of  the  veflels 
which  had  been  funk ;  but  at  the  fame  time  fent  pri- 
vate direftions  to  Martin  Lopez  his  mafter-builder,  to 
proceed  flowly,  and  prolong  the  work  as  much  as  pof* 
iible :  his  real  defign  being  to  preferve  his  footing  at 
Mexico  till  the  return  of  his  commiflaries  from  Spain. 

He  thus  for  the  prefent  quieted  the  minds  of  Mo- 
tezuma  and  his  fubjccls  i  but  a  very  few  days  pro- 
duced an  extraordinary  alteration  in  his  affairs.  The 
emperor  received  intLJligence  that  eighteen  fiiips  had 
appeared  upon  the  coaft  of  Pilleca,  and  by  the  paint- 
ings made  for  his  majelly's  information,  thefc  Iliips 
feemcd  to  be  manned  with  Spaniards.  This  circum- 
ftance  naturally  alarmed  the  whole  empire,  ,and  re- 
vived ihe  I'lfplcions  that  had  been  entertained  of 
Cortes,  to  whom  iVlotczu;?'.a  iin mediately  communi- 
caced  tliis  intelligence  j  letung  him  know  at  the  fame 

time^ 
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time,  that  itf  muft  now  be  unnecefiafy  for  him  to  prd^ 
deed  in  building  (hips,    fince  hb  might  embark  iit 
thofe  fent  from  his  own  country.     Corrcs  examined 
the  paintings,,  and  was  convinced  of  their  being  Spa- 
ijifh  vcffcls  -,  but  fuppofing  that  they  were  fent  to  him 
from  Spain,  with  a  fupply  of  troops  and  ammunition, 
anfwcred  with  great  compofure,  that  he  would  imme- 
diately embark,  if  they  were  going  to  return  to  any  of 
the  King  of  Spain's  dominions ;  but  that  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  defift  from  building,  till  he  ihould  be 
informed  of  particulars.     But  a  few  days  after  this 
donverfation,  Cortes  received  a  letter  from  Gonzdkf 
de  Sandoval,  by  which  he  was  informed  that  this  fleet 
eontained  800  men,  and  was  fent  by  Diego  Velafquez 
to  oppofe  him  and  his  defigns  in  Mexico.     He  re- 
ceived this  mortifying  account  while  he  was  in  con- 
verfation  with  Motezuma,  and  was  obliged  to  make 
ufe  of  all  his  prudence  and  rcfolution  to  conceal  the 
emotions  he  felt  upon  this  occafion,  from  the  obfer- 
vation  of  that  prince.     He  however  fucceeded  in  his 
endeavours,  and  retired  in  order  to  deliberate  upon 
this  unexpefted  event.     But  it  is  here  ncceflary  to 
mention  the  reception  Corres's  commifTaries  found  at 
the  court  of  Spain,  and  the  caufes  that  prompted  Vc- 
lafquez  to  fit  out  fuch  a  fleet  againft  him. 

It  has  been  already  obfervcd  that  Cortes  and  the 
council  of  Vera  Cruz,  fent  Alonzo  Hernandez  Porto^ 
carrero  and  Francifco  de  Montejo,  with  letters  for  the 
king  of  Spain,  together  with  the  firft  tribute  fent  from 
New  Spain.  Thefe  gentlemen,  contrary  to  the  orden 
they  had  received,  touched  at  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  in 
order  that  Francifco  de  Montejo  might  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  vifiting  his  family  and  relations  who  rcfidcd 
near  the  Havannah,  and  at  lb  great  a  diflancc  from 
Velafquez,  that  they  flattered  themfelves  they  ran 
no  rifk,  either  from  his  vigilance  or  refentment.  This 
ftcp  however  brought  them  into  great  danger,  for 
Diego  de  Velafquez  I'unpofing  that  Cortes  would  fend 
fomc  of  his  (hips  to  St.  Domingo,  to  follicic  fuccours 

of 
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j(  the  religious  governors,  had  placed  fpies  along  the 
soiift,  who  informing  hinn  of  what  had  happened  at 
Montejo's  houfe,  he  immediately  difpatched  two  light 
fcBkls  well  manned,  with  orders  to  take  the  fhip,  and 
nrcry  perfon  on  board.  Montejo,  in  confequence  of 
^he  firfl:  notice  he  had  received  of  this  meafure,  had 
io  fooner  embarked,  than  he  was  obliged  to  fail 
Ehtxnigh  the  gulph  of  Florida,  which  was  hitherto 
inattempted,  as  the  only  means  of  efcape. 

This  fliip,  however,  had  a  very  profperous  voyage  ^ 
but  arrived  at  Seville  at  a  very  unfortunate  con- 
[Ufifture ;  for  the  chaplain  Benito  Martin,  who  had 
btcn  fent  by  Vclafquez  to  Iblicit  the  commifTion  of 
fcmg's  Lieutenant,  had  obtained  his  luir-,  fent  the 
66xnmifllon  to  Cuba,  and  was  then  waiting  at  Seville 
for  a  (hip,  in  order  to  return  thither  himlelf.  This 
Man  reprefented  Cortes  as  a  pirate,  who  had  clan- 
feftinely  failed  with  feveral  veflcls  which  belonged  to 
ITdafquez ;  and  in  confequence  of  his  complaint,  the 
dire£bors  of  trade  ordered  the  fliip  and  cargo  to  be 
feized  -,  but  as  a  great  favour  permitted  the  two 
captains,  with  the  pilot  fent  by  Cortes,  to  apply  to 
the  king  for  rcdrefs.  They  accordingly  fet  out  for 
Barcelona,  but  there  found  that  his  majefty  was  at 
CorUnna,  where  he  was  preparing  to  pafs  over  into 
Flanders,  in  order  to  accept  of  the  imperial  crown* 
rhcy  therefore  ftc  out  for  that  city,  and  in  their  way 
Hiked  Martin  Cortes,  who,  with  equal  pk-afure  and 
fdrprize,  heard  of  the  glory  and  fuccefs  of  his  fon, 
irhofc  death  he  had  long  deplored,  and  perfuaded  him 
to  accompany  them  to  the  emperor,  in  hopes  that  his 
:hara£ter  and  grey  hairs  would  give  a  fanftion  to  their 
Iblicitations.  They  had  the  good  fortune  to  overtake 
:hc  Count  at  Tordcfillas,  juil  asCortes's  prei'ents  ar- 
rived, with  the  Indians  of  the  New  Conquelt  from 
Seville;  for  thefe  being  upon  the  emperor's  own  ac- 
count, they  durft  not  detain.     His  Majefty  gave  tliem 

^cry  gracious  ri-cepiion,  and  v/as  extremely  fur- 
;cd  at  their  account  of  this  new  d'\fcovt:i^\\^tv\Yvces 
7  ^.tA 
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and  in  fcvcral  cor-fcrences  with  izcm  enquired  Oii- 
rurely  into  every  panic  jlar  reliilrg  co  the  conqucft. 
%VhiIe  the  Indians,  and  :he  preienii  that  were  before 
hin?.,  gave,  as  it  were,  Uniiion  :d  ill  the  wonderful 
things  they  reiatei.     But  a>  he  w^s  :hen  on  his  de- 
parture to  Germany,  he  rcierred  Cortes's  letters  and 
folicitations  to  Cardinal  Adria.-:,  and  the  council,  to 
which   he   had   communicated   the   managenicnc  of 
aflairs  during  his  abfence,  deOring  thit  they  would 
find  out  fome  method  of  doing  jullice  to  Vcrbfquez's 
pretenfions,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  encourage  Cortes. 
But  the  prcfident  of  this  council  being  VcJafqucz's 
friend,  reprefented  Cortes  as  a  reb^rl,    upDn  whom 
they  could  have  no  dependence.     They  however  did 
not  think  proper  to  give  him  an  immediate  caufc  of 
difcontent,  though  they  refolved  not  to  fend  him  any 
part  of  the  fupplies  he  had  earneilly  requcfte  J,  and  aU 
that  the  deputies  could  obtain,  was  a  fmali  fhare  of 
what  they  had  brought  for  their  own   fubfiftencc; 
after  which  they  for  two  whole  years  attended  the 
court  without  the  leaft  fuccefs. 

In  the  mean  time  Diego  Velafquez  received  his  com- 
miflion  of  King's  Lieutenant,  not  only  of  Cuba,  but 
of  all  the  countries  that  fhould  be  difcovered  and 
conquered  by  his  means ;  which,  together  with  his 
being  aflured  of  the  protection  of  the  bi(hop  of  Bur- 
gos, prefident  of  the  Indies,  enabled  him  to  gratify 
his  ambition  and  refcntmcnt :  whence  he  refolved  to 
punifli  Cortes  as  a  rebel  and  defcrtcr,  and  to  appro- 
priate to  himfelf  the  honour  of  conquering  the 
Mexican  empire.  With  thd'c  views  he  expended  the 
greateft  part  of  his  fortune  in  equipping  a  fquadron, 
wliich  confided  of  Soo  Spanilli  infantry.  So  horfe,  12 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  large  quantity  of  provifions, 
arms,  and  ammunition.  '1  he  comnund  of  this  fqua- 
dron he  bellowed  upon  Pampliilo  dc  Narvacz,  a  man 
of  dillindlion  and  capacity  ;  but  vain,  haughty,  and 
opinionated ;  and  to  this  pcrfon  he  j;ave  th(j  title  of 
his  Lieutenant,  with  private  inftrudtions  to  appre- 
hend 
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hend  Cortes,  and  fend  him  over  to  Cuba  in  iroiis,  to^ 
gether  with  his  principal  offitti^,  in  cafe  they  refufed 
to  abandon  his  incerefts. 

While  thcfe  preparations  iT^cte  making,  the  Monks 
of  St«  Geronimo,  who  prefided  over  the  royal  dx^ 
dience  at  St.  Domingo,  and  whofe  jurildiftion  ex- 
tended over  the  other  iflands,  were  informed  of  his- 
defigns;  and  forefeeing  the  ill  confequences  that 
might  attend  them,  fent  Lucas  Velafquez  de  Ayllon 
to  periuade  Diegb  to  defift  from  his  enterprizc,  and 
in  cafe  his  arguments  failed,  to  command  him,  under 
nreat  penalties,  to  defift  from  undertaking  what  might 
impede  Corces's  meafures. 

This  minifter  arriving  in  the  iOand  of  Cuba  when 
die  fleet  was  juft  ready  to  fail,  ufed  all  his  elocution 
•nd  influence  to  divert  Velafquez  from  his  purpofe^ 
but  Velafquez  being  deaf  to  all  his  remonftrances,  and 
rievated  by  the  title  he  had  acquired,  to  the  greateft 
degree  of  pride  and  infolence,  De  Ayllon  caufed  his 
orSers  and  proteft  to  be  notified  by  a  fcrivener,  and 
then  diflembling  his  refentment,  defired  to  be  allowed 
CO  gratify  his  curiofity,  by  accompanying  the  expe- 
dition. This  rcqueft  was  immediately  granted,  and 
De  Ayllon  embarked,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  aft  as 
mediator  between  Narvacz  and  Cortes,  and  thus  pre- 
vent the  ill  confequences  that  might  arife  from  Ve- 
laiquez*s  refentment.  With  the  fame  view  Andres 
de  Duero,  the  fecretary  of  Velafquez,  who  had  bc- 
fiiended  Cortes  in  the  beginning  of  his  fortune,  en- 
gaged in  the  expedition,  and  the  fquadron  failing 
witn  a  favourable  wind,  foon  came  to  an  anchor  in 
the  port  of  Ulua. 

Narvaez,  on  his  arrival  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico, 
fcnt  fome  foldicrs  on  Ihore  for  intelligence,  who  foon 
returned  with  two  or  three  Spaniards  whom  they 
found  ftraggling  about,  and  from  thefe  he  received 
an  account  of  every  thing  that  had  happened  at  Vera 
Cruz  and  Mexico.  Narvaez,  upon  receiving  this  in- 
rfligcnce,  refolved  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the  fortrefs 
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)fFer  with  fuch  earnf  ftnefs,  that  Cortes 

Winced  of  his  linccrity,  chough  he  dc- 

ig  it,  from  his  having  but  liale  confi- 

[tachmcnc  of  the  Mexican  folJiers  to  his 

red  upon  leaving  fourfcore  Spaniards  in 

the  connmand  of  Pedro  dc  Alverado, 

icer,  who  by  his  engaging  behaviour 

squired    great  fhare    of    Motezuma's 

[e  gave  him  directions  relating  to  his 

relpeft  to  the  emperor,  and  the  foldiers 

obey  their  captain,  and  ferve  Mote- 

greateft  refpeft.      1  hcfe  precautions 

fortes  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  Gon* 

fval,  with  orders  to  intrult  the  confe- 

with  the  fortrcfs  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  to 

the  Spaniards  to  meet  him  at  a  certain 

;vous.     He  then  having  taken  care  to 

iflary  fupplies  on  the  road,  fet  out  on 

lita,  a  town  of  Indian  friends,  Cortes 

Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  and  his  troops, 

|crs  from  Narvaez*s  army,  by  whom  he 

every  thing  that  had  paflcd  in  the 

before  they  deferted.     He  had  alfo 

fre(hcr  date  from  two  foldiers  who 

fVera  Cruz  to  Zempoalia  in  the  difguife 

'  ring  bafkets  of  fruit,  which  they  ex- 

le  Spaniards  for  glafs-beads,  and  other 

fxteroufly  affumed  the  fimplicity  of  the 

tlicy  were  permitted  to  range  without 

on,  through  every  part  of  the  quarters : 

-  tured  to  repeat  this  vifir,  and  as  a  proof 

i~*snefs  with  which  Narvaez  caufed  the 

wept,  took  from  the  very  parade  a  horfe 

a  captain  who  was  one  of  Cortcs's  molt  . 


juez  de  Leon  was  fent  to  ufe  his  in- 
^Sarvaez,  from  the  hopes  ttut  Im  V\^^ 
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2gt         The  Conqueft  of  MEXICO; 

him  to  the  Mexican  coaft ;  gave  him  an  account  f£ 
the  conqueft ;  expatiated  on  the  ill  coniequences  that 
would  infallibly  attend  a  mifunderftanding  amone  the 
Spaniards ;  reminded  him  of  his  duty  to  the  King, 
and  the  friendihip  which  had  formerly  fubfifted  be- 
tween them :  defired  to  know  his  orders,  which,  if 
they  were  from  his  majefty,  he  promifed  to  obey: 
but  intimated  the  mifchicf  that  would  be  produced, 
with  reiped  to  the  king's  intereft,  if  he  only  intended 
to  profecute  the  unjuft  refentment  of  Vclafquez, 
whom  he  had  refolved  to  give  a  (hare  in  the  glorv 
and  advantage  of  his  fuccefs :  and  concluded  with 
telling  Narvaez,  that  he  did  not  ufe  ailments  fbr 
want  of  ftrengtb,  and  that  he  knew  how  to  maintain 
his  own  rights.  » 

Narvaez  had  fixed  his  quarters  at  Zempoalla,  where 
he  was  received  with  great  hofpitality  by  the  fat 
cacique,  who  at  firft  imagined,  that  he  was  come  in 
order  to  aflift  his  friend  Cortes  ;  but  he  was  foon  un- 
deceived •,  for  though  Narvaez  had  no  interpreters, 
his  actions  fpoke  but  too  plainly.  He  treated  die 
Zempoallans  in  the  mod  oppreflive  and  imperious 
manner,  feized  the  furniture  and  jewels  which  Cortes 
had  left  in  his  own  houfe,  and  his  foldiers  were  fuffcred 
to  commit  every  aft  of  rapine  and  violence. 

Guevara,  on  his  return  from  Mexico,  w^ted  upon 
him,  and  expatiated  on  the  magnificence  of  that  city, 
the  kind  reception  he  had  met  with  from  Cortes,  the 
aftoniihing  degree  of  favour  he  was  in  with  Motc- 
zuma,  and  his  great  defire  to  live  in  friendihip  widi 
Narvaez ;  when  that  imperious  officer  intemipnng 
Jiim,  bid  him  return  to  Cortes,  by  whofe  artifices  he 
had  been  cajoled ;  and  then,  with  the  moft  (hocking 
marks  of  rudencls  and  difrcfpeft,  thruft  him  from 
his  prefence.  But  though  the  pi  ieft  was  repuUed  by 
Narvaez,  he  and  his  companions  made  a  great  im- 
prefTion  on  the  minds  of  the  foldiers,  to  whom  they 
extolled  Cortes  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  only  made 
them  defire  an  accommodation   witK  that  general} 

but 
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tut  infpired  them  with  a  diflike  to  their  own  com* 
mander. 

Olmeda  foon  followed  Guevara,  and  delivered  Cor- 
tes's  letter  to  Narvaez ; '  but  could  fcarce  prevail  upon 
him  to  perufe  the  content^,  which  hie  however  fuper- 
ficially  (kimmed  over,  out  of  compliment  to  the  func- 
tion of  the  bearer :  but  fearing  the  influence  of  his 
perfuafiQns  among  the  foldiers,  he  ordered  him  to  de- 
part from  Zempoalla  iipmediately.  De  Ayllon^  had 
ho  better  fuccefs :  andy  in  order  to  prevent  any  far-*. 
ther  negociation,  Narvaez  ordered  war  to  be  declare^ 
againfl:  Cortes,  as  a  rebel  and  traitor  •,  afllening  a  con- 
fiderable  reward  to  any  who  fliould  take  mm  dead  or 
alive,  ai^d  commanding  the  army  to  prepare  for  a 
march.  De  Ayllon,  exafperated  at  this  inftance  o^ 
vicdence  and  irregularity,  ordered  the  crier  to  defift^ 
and  commanded  Narvaez  not  to  Itir  a  foot  from  Zem- 
poalla on  pain  of  death,  or  to  employ  thq  forces  vdth- 
out  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  whole  army.  Upoii 
which  Narvaez  ordered  him  to  be  apprehended,  fenc 
on  board  a  vefTel,  and  inftantly  tranfported  to  Cuba. 
At  the  fame  time  de  Olmedo  fet  out  on  his  return  to 
Mexico,  while  the  principal  officers  in  Narvaez's  army 
were  (hocked  at  his  infolence,  an4  the  inferior  foldiers 
loudly  murmured  at  his  conduct. 

De  Olmedo,  on  his  arrival  at  Mexico,  informed 
Cortes  of  the  implacability  and  intemperate  behaviour 
of  Narvaez  ;  but  encouraged  him  by  mentioning  the 
difpofition  of  the  foldiers  \  upon  which  he  immediately 
rcfolved  to  take  advantage  of  this  favourable  cir- 
cufnftance ;  and  the  Spaniards  at  Mexico  v^ere  no 
fooner  informed  qf  his  having  taken  this  refolutk>n, 
than  they  exprciTed  the  ucmoll  zeal  and  impatience  to 
be  in  aftion ;  for  notwithftanding  the  inequality  of 
numbers,  they  had  fuch  confidence  in  the  valour,  abi- 
lity, and  difcretion  of  their  general,  that  they  thought 
it  almoft  impofTible  for  them  not  to  conquer,  when 
pnder  his  command. 

y  3  fortes 
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Cortes  was  unwilling  to  damp  their  alacrity  by  any 
unneceflary  delay,  and  therefore  repaired  to  Mote- 
zuma's  apartment,  in  order  to  acquaint  him  with  his 
intended  march ;  but  was  not  a  licde  furpnfed,  at 
hearing  that  prince  begin  the  difcourfe,  and  at  his  fay- 
ing, that  he  had  from  different  parts  received  infor- 
mation that  the  Spanifh  general  at  Zempoalla  was 
come  with  very  ill  defigns  againft  him  and  his  follow- 
ers :  and  though  he  did  not  wonder  that  the  two 
chiefs  fliould  be  at  enmity  from  fome  private  animo- 
lity,  he  could  not  help  thinking,  that  as  they  were 
the  vaflals  of  one  prince,  and  headed  armies  of  con- 
trary faftions,  one  of  them  muft  neceflarily  be  a  rcbd 
to  his  fovereign,  Cortes  was  fomewhat  llartled  at  this 
declaration;  but  immediately  availed  himfelf  of  that 
prefence  of  mind,  which  never  forfook  him  in  his 
preatell  emergencies,  and  replied  without  hefitaSbn^ 
that  the  accounts  received  by  his  majefty  were  un- 
doubtedly true,  and  he  was  come  to  lay  the  fame  in- 
telligence before  him  y  but  that  Narvaez  was  not  to 
be  confidered  as  a  rebel,  but  rather  as  a  perfon  who 
proceeded  upon  wrong  principles  through  mi(hike : 
for  he  was  come  as  lieutenant  or  fubftitutc  from  a  mit 
informed  governor,  who  refided  in  a  remote  province, 
and  was  ihcrefore  unacquainted  with  the  laft  refolu- 
tions  of  the  court  of  Spain :  but  that  all  this  mifun- 
derftanJing  would  vanifli  as  foon  as  he  (hould  lay  his 
dilpiitchv's  before  that  lieutenant.  He  had  therefore 
rcfolved  imir.ediatcly  to  march  with  part  of  his  forces 
to  Zempoalla,  in  order  to  diipofe  them  to  relpeft  the 
fubjeccs  of  the  Mexican  empire  as  a  people  under  the 
king  of  Spain's  protection. 

Motezuma  was  much  plealed  with  the  prolpcft  rf 
getting  rid  of  fuch  difagreeablc  vifitors,  of  whole  ex- 
a(£lion$  and  acls  of  oppreffion  he  was  particularly  in- 
formed :  but  imagining  that  Cortes  might  be  expolcd 
to  fome  danger,  he  oiTered  to  furnilh  him  with  an 
army  that  (hould  be  entirely  under  h's  command,  and 
^  repeated 
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irpcated  this  offer  with  fuch  earnf  ftnefs,  that  Cortes 
was  fully  convinced  of  his  finccrity,  though  he  de- 
clined accepting  it,  from  his  having  but  licde  confi- 
d^ce  in  the  attachment  of  the  Mexican  IblJiers  to  his 
intcrcft. 

Cortes  refolved  upon  leaving  fourfcore  Spaniards  in 
Mexico,  under  the  command  of  Pedro  de  Alverado, 
an  excellent  officer,  who  by  his  engaging  behaviour 
had  already  required  great  fhare  of  Motezuma's 
friendfliip.  He  gave  him  dircftions  relating  to  his 
conduct,  with  refpeft  to  the  emperor,  and  the  foldiers 
were  ordered  to  obey  their  captain,  and  fcrve  Mote- 
zuma  with  the  grcateft  refpeft.  1  hefe  precautions 
being  taken,  Cortes  difpatched  a  meflcngcr  to  Gon- 
zalo  de  Sandoval,  with  orders  to  incrult  the  confe- 
derate Indians  with  the  fortrcls  of  Vera  Crux,  and  to 
mardi  out  with  the  Spaniards  to  meet  him  at  a  certain 
place  of  rendezvous.  He  then  having  taken  care  to 
obtain  the  neceffary  fupplies  on  the  road,  let  out  on 
his  march. 

At  Matalequita,  a  town  of  Indian  friends,  Cortes 
was  joined  by  Gonzalo  dc  Sandoval  and  his  troops, 
with  leven  foldiers  from  Narvaez*s  army,  by  whom  he 
was  informed  of  every  thing  that  had  pafled  in  the 
enemy's  quarters  before  they  deferted.  He  had  alfo 
intelligence  of  a  fre(hcr  date  from  two  foldiers  who 
had  gone  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Zempoalla  in  the  difguife 
rf  Indians,  carrying  bafkets  of  fruit,  which  they  ex- 
:hanged  with  the  Spaniards  for  glafs-bcads,  and  other 
X)ys,  and  fo  dexteroufly  affumed  the  fimplicity  of  the 
latives,  that  they  were  permitted  to  range  without 
rhe  leaft  fufpicion,  through  every  part  of  the  quarters : 
hey  even  ventured  to  repeat  this  vifit,  and  as  a  piDof 
)f  the  carelefsnefs  with  which  Narvacz  caufed  the 
vatch  to  be  kept,  took  from  the  very  p  irade  a  horfe 
)elonging  to  a  captain  who  was  one  of  Cortes's  molt  . 
)itter  enemies. 

Juan  Vclafquez  de  Leon  was  fent  to  ufe  his  in- 
iuence  with  Narvaez,  from  the  hopes  that  his  b<in«: 

y  ^  rel;uc4 
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related  to  Diego  de  Velafquez  would  tender  his  mc- 

ducxon  the  more  acceptable ;  and  on  his  approaching 

Zempoalla,  Narvaez  came  with  a  grand  letinue  so 

meet  him,  fuppofrng  that  he  was  come  to  join  lum ; 

but  had  foou  the  mortification  to  find  himfelf  wit 

taken.     He  however  ufed  many  arguments  to  detajch 

him  fix>m  Cortes ;  and  to  rendler  him  an  eye-witaels 

of  his  fuperior  ftrength,  commanded  the  whole  army 

to  be  reviewed  before  him.     The  next  day  he  invited 

him  to  dinner ;  but  in  the  midft  of  their  feftivity  fome 

iarcaftic  reflexions  were  thrown  out  againft  Cortes, 

and  though  Juan  de  Velafquez,  to  avoid  prejucUcing 

the  bufincls  in  which  he  was  employed,  di&mhioa 

his  refentment;  yet  the  abofe  thrown  upon  Cortcf 

became  fo  grois  and  indecent,  that  Velalquez  beiq^ 

unable  to  reftr^n  his  indignatioq,  cried  with  feme 

warmth,  that  if  any  man  in  that  company,  who  di4 

not  efteem  Hernando  Cortes,  and  all  his  followers,  as 

byal  fubje(5b  to  the  king  of  Spain,  would  lee  hiqi 

know  his  fentiments  before  fewer  witnefles,  he  would 

undeceive  him  in  what  manner  foever  he  pleafed 

Narvaez  was  difconcerted  with  this  declaration  -,  but 

a  young  officer  of  the  name  and  family  of  Velafquez, 

replied,  that  no  man  was  worthy  of  bearing  that 

name,  who  attempted  to  vindicate  a  traitor.     At  this 

reproach,  Juan  gave  him  the  lie,  and  drew  his  fword^ 

in  order  to  punifli  him  for  his  infolence,  when  the 

company  interpofed,    but  found  it  very  difficult  tQ 

prevent  mifchief.     However,  Velafquez  was  at  length 

{>revailed  upon  to  (heath  his  fword,  when  abrupdy 
caving  the  company,   he  immediately  returned  to 
Cortes,  breathing  defiance  and  revenge. 

This  incident  occafioned  fuch  murmurs  among  the 
officers  and  foldiers,  that  Narvaez,  in  order  to  put  a 
ftop  to  their  clamours,  was  obliged  to  fend  a  perfon 
to  Cortes,  to  apologize  for  what  had  happemd  p 
Juan  de  Velafquez,  and  to  learn  the  fubftahce  of  his 
commiffion,  which  he  had  not  fully  ezplauned.  For 
this  purpofe  he  fent  the  fecreury  Andres  de.  Duero, 

who 
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who  met  Cortes  on  bis  oiarch  to  aa  adrantageous  poft, 
which  he  intended  to  occupy  till  the  arrival  or  the 
Chinantlans,  Ducro  and  Cones  embraced  each  other 
like  two  intimate  fnends  who  had  met  after  a  long 
ieparation  ;  and  an  interview  with  Narvaez  was  pro- 
pofed)  to  which  Cortes  immediately  agreeing,  the 
fecreury  returned  to  ZempoaJla,  where  he  alio  ob- 
tained the  confent  of  Narvaea.  But  after  the  time 
and  place  were  appointed  where  they  were  to  meet 
with  only  ten  friends  on  each  fide,  Cortes  received 
private  advice  from  Duero,  that  Narvaez  had  refolved 
to  lay  an  ambufcade  for  his  life,  which  being  con- 
finned  by  others,  he  wrote  to  his  treacherous  enemy 
to  let  him  know,  that  he  was  acqu^nted  with  his  de- 
jigns,  and  to  reproach  him  with  his  bafenefs.  Having 
thus  given  vent  to  his  indignation,  he  continued  his 
march,  and  took  his  ftacion  within  a  league  of  Zem- 
poalla,  where  his  front  was  defended  by  a  river,  and 
nis  rear  by  the  neighbourhood  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Narvaez  being  informed  of  this  difpofltion,  drew 
up  his  army,  caufed  war  to  be  declared  at  the  head 
of  his  troops,  with  the  offer  of  a  reward  of  2000 
pieces  of  eight  to  any  perfon  who  (hould  bring  him 
Corces's  head  ;  and  alfo  fet  a  price  upon  the  lives  of 
ponzalo  de  Sandoval  and  Juan  Velalquez  de  Leon. 
He  then  marched  to  an  open  field  at  about  a  quarter 
of  a  league's  diilance,  vainly  hoping  that  Cortes 
would  leave  his  advantageous  (ituation,  to  engage  an 
enemy  who  had  three  times  as  many  men  as  himielf. 
But  Cortes  taking  advantage  of  the  difcontent  of  his 
antagonift's  foldiers,  fatigued  by  a  fudden  florm 
which  drove  them  back  to  Zempoalla;  attacked  and 
defeated  them  with  his  veterans ;  received  the  van- 
quifhed  into  his  fcrvice,  and  by  his  admirable  con- 
duA  found  himfelf  in  a  few  hours  at  the  head  of 
above  1000  Spaniards.  He  had  a  fleet  of  eleven 
fliips  and  feven  brigantines  at  his  difpofal ;  and  he 
had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  laft  eflfort  of  Diego  de 
Velafqucz  entirely  fruftrated. 

7  But 
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But  nonvithftanding  his  good  fortune  he  could  not 
be  eafy,  when  he  reflcfted  upon  Alverado's  fituation, 
fince  he  knew  him  to  be  encompaffed  with  enemies, 
and  at  the  mercy  of  a  prince  who  might  be  perfuaded 
to  facrifice  him  and  his  few  troops  for  the  advantage 
of  the  empire.  He  therefore  refolvcd  to  return  to 
Mexico^  and  that  neither  Motezuma  nor  his  people 
might  be  offended  at  his  returning  with  fuch  a  nu- 
merous body,  he  propofed  to  divide  his  army,  and 
employ  the  greateft  part  of  it  in  other  conquefts. 

While  Cortes  was  taking  thefc  meafures,  a  letter 
from  Alverado  occafioncd  an  alteration  in  his  fcheme. 
By  this  letter  he  was  informed,  that  though  Mote- 
zuma had  never  once  attempted  to  leave  the  quarten, 
the  Mexicans  had  taken  up  arms,  and  unlefs  he  and 
his  men  were  imn)ediately  fuccoured,  they  muft  all 
inevitably  perifh.  And  what  was  ftill  more  extra- 
ordinary, the  foldier  who  brought  this  letter,  was 
accompanied  by  an  ambaflador  from  Motezuma,  who 
prefled  Cortes  to  return  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  aflured 
him,  that  though  his  own  life  fhould  be  at  (take,  he 
would  never  abandon  Alverado. 

Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  Cortes  began  his 
march  with  1000  foot  and  100  horfe ;  the  army  rak- 
ing different  routs,  in  order  to  be  the  more  ea&ly 
fuppiied  with  provifions.  They  rendezvoufcd  near 
Tlafcala,  at  which  city  they  were  received  with  great 
joy  and  affeftion.  That  republic  ftimulated  him 
againft  the  Mexicans,  and  offered  to  affemble  all 
their  troops  for  his  fcrvice.  He,  however,  declined 
the  offer,  and  contented  himfelf  with  taking  a  body 
of  2000  men. 

Cor:es  paflTed  the  caufeway  without  the  leaft  oppo- 
fition,  notwithftanding  his  perceiving  many  marks  of 
the  fury  of  the  Mexicans.  For  his  two  brigantines 
were  ftaved  to  pieces,  and  half  burnt.  On  his  en- 
tering Mexico,  the  fuburbs  were  abandoned ;  the 
bridges,  by  which  the  ftrcets  had  a  communication 
with  each  other,  were  broken  down,  and  a  profound 

filcnco 
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filence  reigned  over  the  city.  Thcfe  fufpicious 
fymptoms  made  Cortes  order  the  infantry  to  (lackcn 
their  pace,  while  the  cavalry  inarched  before  to  re- 
connoitre :  but  the  Spaniards  who  had  been  left  in 
the  city,  foon  difcovcring  the  army,  raifed  a  great 
fliout,  and  removed  his  apprehcnfions.  Pedro  dc 
Alveradp  with  his  people  received  them  at  the  gate 
of  his  quarters,  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  and  Motezuma 
himfelf  went  to  the  outward  court  to  meet  Cortes, 
whom  he  embraced  with  all  the  marks  of  a  fincerc 
afiedlion. 

Cortes  having  taken  proper  meafures  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  troops,  retired  with  Alverado,  to  inquire 
into  the  caufe  of  that  fedition  among  the  Mexicans  ^ 
when  that  officer  informed  him,  that  foon  after  his 
departure  a  confpiracy  was  concerted  againft  the  Spa- 
niards, in  which  it  was  agreed  to  affemble  the  inha- 
bitants under  the  pretence  of  celebrating  annual  dances 
called  Mitates,  when  the  nobles  were  to  harangue  the 
populace,  and  immediately  proceed  to  the  Spanifh 
quarters,  in  order  to  extirpate  the  infolent  ftrangers, 
who  kept  their  emperor  prifoner,  and  treated  even 
their  gods  with  contempt. 

On  the  morning  preceding  the  day  appointed, 
fomc  of  the  chief  perfons  in  this  fedition,  came  to 
defire  Alverado's  permiffion  to  celebrate  their  feftival. 
However  he  was  that  very  night  informed  that  they 
were  very  bufy  in  concealing  confiderable  quantities 
of  arms  in  houfes  near  the  temple  •,  upon  which  he 
refolvcd  to  anticipate  the  execution  of  their  fcheme, 
by  attacking  them  before  they  fliould  have  time 
either  to  take  arms,  or  to  raife  the  populace.  This 
ill-judged  fcheme  he  put  in  execution.  He  left  the 
fort  with  his  50  under  the  pretence  of  feeing  the  di- 
verfion  •,  and  perceiving  the  Mexicans  intoxicated 
with  liquor,  attacked  and  difperfed  them  without  op- 
pofition ;  many  of  them  being  killed  and  wounded 
m  their  flight.  The  Spaniards  dripped  them  of  their 
jewels  and  other  ornaments ;  after  which  Alveradp 
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retired,  without  taking  the  neceilarr  ftep  of  accjuaint- 
ing  the  people,  with  his  motives  for  commicung  an 
a£tion,  which  was  naturally  imputed  to  avarice.  The 
people  incenfed  at  feeing  the  nobility  flaughcered  and 
pillaged  before  their  eyes,  now  npi  to  arms,  and 
raifed  a  formidable  infurreftiont  They  had  icveni 
times  attacked  the  Sp^nifh  quarters,  and  being  fe 
fuccefsful  as  to  kill  three  or  four  Spaniards,  their 
courage  was  raifed  to  fuch  an  height,  that  inftead  of 
dreading  the  refentmcnt  of  Cortes,  and  his  troops, 
which  were  fo  greatly  increafed ;  they  retired  to  ano- 
ther part  of  the  town,  leaving  the  entrance  open, 
that  by  giving  the  Spaniards  an  opportunity  of  be- 
ing united,  they  might  furround  and  deftroy  them 
at  once. 

Gortes  cenfured  Alverado  very  feverely  for  his  rafli- 
nefs,  and  made  him  fo  fenfible  of  his  indifcretion, 
that  he  defired  to  be  imprifoned,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  redu6bion  of  the  inraged  multitude. 

The  Mexicans  made  no  attempt  that  night ;  but 
the  fame  myfterious  filence  prevailing  the  next  morn- 
ing, Cortes  ordered  Diego  de  Ordas  to  march  through 
the  principal  (Ireets,  at  the  head  of  400  Spanifli  and 
Tlafcalan  foldiers,  and  if  po(fible  to  penetrate'  into 
their  defigns.  But  Diego  had  not  proceeded  far, 
when  he  was  all  at  once  oppofed  by  an  innumerable 
multitude,  who  ran  boldly  up  to  his  front,  whik 
another  army,  which  had  been  concealed  in  the  ftreets, 
attacked  him  in  the  rear :  at  the  fame  time  all  the 
terraces  and  windows  on  each  fide  were  crowded  with 
armed  men,  who  fhowered  upon  diem  an  infinite 
number  of  arrows,  darts  and  ftones.  Diego  endea- 
voured to  make  his  retreat,  though  he  was  obliged 
to  cut  his  way  fword  in  hand.  In  this  engagement 
he  left  feven  foldiers  dead  upon  the  fpot,  and  both 
hirttielf  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  men  wounded. 
The  Mexicans  followed  him  with  inconceivable  fu- 
;y,  till  they  were  terrified  and  driven  back  by  the 
artillery  fix)m  the  Spanifh  quarters,  which  made  a 

dreadfy) 
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dreadful  flaughter.  They  however  halted  within 
fight,  and  the  ftreets  were  foon  filled  again  with 
armed  men,  whole  drums  and  fhells  founding  the 
iignal  for  an  aflaulc,  they  advanced  with  prodigious 
impetuofity.  They  advanced  to  the  very  gates, 
which  they  endeavoured  to  cut  in  pieces,  with  in- 
ftruments  edged  with  flint ;  and  others  made  ladders 
of  their  pikes  and  lances,  in  order  to  fcale  the  walls. 
*  They  were  however  at  laft  repulfed,  when  they  re- 
tired for  cover  to  the  crofs-ftreets,  where  they  ftaid 
till  the  approach  of  night,  and  then  raifcd  another 
terrible  akrm,  by  beginning  a  very  difierent  kind  of 
fights  for  by  ihooting  fire-arrows  into  the  quarters, 
they  produced  a  dreadful  conflagration  in  leveral 
parts  of  the  building,  which  forced  the  Spaniards 
to  break  down  walls,  to  prevent  the  communication 
of  the  flames,  and  then  to  labour  the  greateft  part 
of  the  night  in  repairmg  the  breaches  they  had  made» 
in  order  to  put  themfelves  again  in  a  poflure  of  de- 
fence. 

The  next  morning  the  enemy  appeared  at  a  dif- 
tance ;  and  though  afraid  of  advancing  within  can- 
non (hot,  challenged  the  Spaniards  to  come  to  battle 
with  many  injurious  reproaches.  Cortes,  who  had 
refblved  to  make  a  fally,  took  this  opportunity  to 
inflame  the  minds  of  his  foldiers  with  a  fhort  fpecch ; 
and  finding  them  impatient  of  delay,  divided  his 
whole  force  into  three  battalions  ;  two  of  which  were 
direfted  to  clear  the  crols  ftreets,  while  he  himfelf 
took  the  large  ftreet,  where  the  greateft  body  of  the 
enemy  was  pofted.  The  Mexicans  ftood  the  firft 
charge  without  giving  ground,  and  even  fought 
hand  to  hand  with^their  clubs  and  two-handed  fwords, 
which  they  wielded  with  incredible  fury  ;  nor  could 
the  fire-arms  put  a  ftop  to  the  Ihowers  of  ftones  and 
javelins  that  were  thrown  from  the  windows  and 
balconies,  till  fire  was  fet  to  fome  of  the  houfes. 
The  Mexicans  however  at  laft  gave  way ;  but  as 
they  retreated,  broke  down  the  bridges  of  the  ftreets, 

which 
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which  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  fill  up  the  canals<. 
before  they  could  prolecute  the  vidory;  The  lofi  of 
the  enemy  was  lb  great,  that  the  dead  bodies  lay  in 
heaps,  and  the  canals  of  the  city  was  tinged  with 
bljod.  Cortes,  who  had  loft  tefi  or  twelve  men  in 
this  aftion,  did  not  chufe  to  continue  a  purfult,  but 
allotted  three  days  for  the  refrelhment  of  his  troops; 
during  which  he  renewed  his  overtures  of  peace,  by 
means  of  lomc  Mexicans,  who  were  in  Motezuma's 
ftrvice  :  but  at  the  fame  time  continued  to  obfervc  the 
flri(5left  vigilance  and  precaution ;  and,  among  otbcr 
ftratagems,  contrived  four  wooden  towers  to  run 
upon  wheels,  each  of  which  was  capable  of  con- 
taining twenty  or  thirty  men,  who  might  let  houfes 
on  fire,  and  deftroy  the  barricades  raifed  in  the  prin- 
cipal ftreets.  Having  finiflied  thefe  machines,  he 
maLlc  a  ibcond  fully  v/ith  the  principal  part  of  the 
Spaniard*^,  together  with  the  whole  body  of  TIafca- 
lans,  who  had  fought  with  great  bravery  in  the  laft 
cngagemejit.  He  alio  took  fome  pieces  of  artillery, 
the  wooden  towers,  and  a  few  led  horfes,  that  were 
to  be  iif -d  occafionallv. 

m 

The  Mexicans  we?e  now  commanded  by  the  prin- 
cipal nobles,  who  had  greatly  augmented  the  army, 
and  w.»ired  for  the  Spaniards  in  profound  filcncc; 
but  the  latUT  had  no  foon.r  begun  their  march, 
than  they  were  fuddcnly  furprifed  with  the  hoarfe 
and  difngrecble  foond  of  their  fea-fliells  and  drums, 
added  to  the  (hoUwS  of  an  innumerable  multitude^ 
which  advanced  with  unufual  regularity,  and  amaz- 
ing rdoluLion,  giving  and  receiving  the  firft  char- 
ges without  being  difordered.  When  they  were 
forced  to  give  way,  they  retired  Iciiurely,  without 
turning  their  backs,  and  renewed  the  fight  at  cvciy 
canal  or  barricado,  with  fuch  obftinacy,  that  they 
were  not  to  be  dillodged  without  the  artillery.  From 
the  windows,  balconies,  and  terraces,  large  ftones 
and  frag  nents  of  rocks,  provided  for  that  purpolci 
were  hurled,  by  which  the  moving  towers  were  Ibori 

Ihattercd 
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ihatcered  to  pieces :  and,  in  Ihort,  the  battle  was 
fought  with  fuch  method  and  alacrity,  as  plainly 
proved  that  it  was  conducted  by  a  general  in  chief. 

The  engagement  continued  the  greateft  part  of 
the  day ;  and  night  drawing  on  before  Cortes  had 
made  much  progrefs,  he  retired  to  his  quarters,  with 
the  lofs  of  40  men,  who  were  chiefly  Tlafcalans ; 
and  with  50  Spaniards  much  wounded,  he  himfelf 
receiving  a  Ihot  with  an  arrow  in  his  left  hand.  He 
now  began  fcrioufly  to  refleft,  that  notwithftanding 
all  the  advantages  he  had  obtained  over  the  Mexi- 
cans, his  numbers,  in  a  feries  of  fuch  viftories, 
would  be  greatly  diminifhed  *,  and  that  in  cafe  of  a 

Seneral  revolt  againft  Motezuma,  they  might  eafily 
arve  him  in  his  quarters  :  nor  was  the  emperor  him- 
felf under  lefs  uneafinefs.  From  the  higheft  turret 
of  the  palace  he  had  obfervcd  the  battle,  and  could 
eaiily  diilinguifh  the  cacique  of  Iztapalapa,  and  other 
nobles,  who  might  afpire  to  the  empire.  He  dread- 
ed the  lofs  of  his  crown ;  and  being  fenfible  that  he 
could  never  rcftore  his  lubjeds  to  obedience,  while 
the  Spaniards  remained  at  Mexico,  he  fent  for  Cor- 
tes the  next  morning,  told  him  his  fentiments,  and 
jntreatcd  him  to  leave  the  city,  that  he  might  return 
to  his  own  palace,  rcrfume  the  reins  of  government, 
and  quell  the  feditions  of  his  people. 

Cortes  readily  c  onlcnted  :o  this  propofal,  and  re- 
folved  to  retire  for  the  prefent ;  that  he  might  have 
Iciiurc  to  concert  a  new  plan,  and  be  enabled  to  exe- 
cute it  with  a  b:tter  p  ofpeft  of  fuccei's :  but  his 
conivrLTiCc  with  the  e  n;pc:or  was  interrupted,  by  his 
being  toid  that  the  ■  nemy  vas  advancing  with  great 
fury,  to  make  a  gencr  al  attack  upon  ii;c  quarters. 
They  rufhed  on  with  p'^odigious  inipciuoriry,  and  in 
fpitv  of  tiic  havock  ma^e  amo  ng  them  by  the  artil- 
lery and  Tinall  arms,  behaved  wU  •  luch  bravery,  tiiat 
foine  of  them  got  over  t\\e  Wails ;  which  o'jligcd 
Cortes  to  form  a  bo.iy  of  rekrve  in  the  principal 
court,   whence  he  occafioiiall/  fent  detachments  to 
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fupporc  fuch  as  were  hard  prefled  Or  fatigued-  mdk 

aftion. 

While  the  aflault  was  thus  carrying  on  with  amaz- 
ing vigour,  Motrauma  propofed  to  fhow  himfdf  to 
the  peopk  from  the  wall,  in  order  to  command  die 
populace  CO  redre ;  and  order  the  nobles  to  come 
unarmed  into  his  prcfence,  that  he  might  take  pro- 
per meafures  to  redrefs  their  grievances.  This  mo- 
tion being  approved  by  Cortes,  the  emperor  inmie- 
diately  adorned  himfelf  with  the  enfigns  of  royalty, 
and  then  mounted  the  terrace,  with  the  principal 
Mexicans  who  continued  in  his  fervice  -,  one  of  whom, 
advancing  to  the  rails,  called  with  a  loud  voice,  diat 
the  great  Motezuma  had  condefcended  to  come  fbrtb 
and  redrefs  their  grievances.  His  name  was  no  foon- 
er  mentioned,  than  the  out-cries  of  the  people  ceaf* 
ed,  and  they  ftood  fiknt  and  motionleis,  as  if  awed 
by  fomething  fupernatural ;  and  when  he  appeared, 
the  whole  multitude  humbled  themfelves  to  the  earth- 
He  looked  around  him  with  a  majeftic  air,  and  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  nobles  in  the  crowd,  defired  them 
feverally  by  name  to  approach ;  thanked  them  (or 
the  zeal  and  afieftion  they  had  {hewed  in  his  fervice, 
and  reprefcnted  to  the  people  that  they  were  aduat- 
ed  by  a  principle  of  miftaken  loyalty ;  that  his  re- 
fiding  among  the  Spaniards  was  not  the  efieft  of 
compulfion ;  that  he  was  refolved  to  difmifs  them 
from  his  court,  and  therefore  defired  his  futgefts  to 
lay  down  their  arms. 

This  condefcenfion  made  fuch  an  impreflion  upon 
the  hearers,  who  had  been  ufed  to  obey  him  with 
fear  and  trembling,  that  many  wept  to  fee  the  em- 
peror fo  humbled ;  and  the  rcll  hung  down  their 
heads,  and  ftood  in  filence  and  Ibfpence.  But  tbefe 
favourable  difpofitions  were  foon  changed.  Some  of 
the  emiflarics  belonging  to  a  cacique,  who  hoped  to 
fucceed  Motezuma,  upbraiding  ihe  prince  with  be- 
ing a  cO'vard,  a  prifoner,  and  a  llave,  raifed  a  cla- 
mour among  the  people;  and  inltantly  turntd  their 

com- 
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companion  into  fuch  a  rage,  that  they  curfed  him, 
and  uttered  the  moll  opprobrious  inveftives.  The 
motions  he  made  with  his  hand  and  head  were  now 
difregarded  v  and  his  efforts  to  fpeak  rendered  inef- 
feftual,  by  their  repeated  fhouts,  till  at  length  they 
let  fly  a  Ihower  of  arrows  againft  him.  The  fol- 
diers  being  near  him,  endeavoured  to  cover  him  with 
their  bucklers ;  but  in  fpite  of  all  their  care,  he  was 
wounded  in  fcvcral  places,  and  received  a  terrible 
blow  upon  one  of  his  temples,  which  brought  him 
to  the  ground.  Cortes  having  caufed  him  to  be 
carried  to  his  apartment,  refolvcd  to  be  revenged 
on  the  authors  of  this  misfortune.  But  he  then 
could  find  no  enemy  on  whom  he  could  wreak  his 
revenge ;  for  jthe  emperor  no  fooner  fell,  than  the 
Mexicans,  (truck  with  horror  and  conflernation,  in- 
(tantly  fled. 

Motezuma  had  fcarcely  recovered  his  fenfcs,  when 
he  became  frantic  with  rage  -,  imprecated  the  moft 
dreadful  curfes  upon  his  rebellious  fubjefts ;  and  re- 
fufed  to  lillcn  to  the  remonftrances  and  confolations 
of  Cortes,  who  in  vain  endeavoured  to  comfort  him. 
He  tore  the  bandages  and  plaillers  from  his  wounds, 
and  even  attempted  to  put  an  end  to  his  life-,  which 
made  it  neceflary  to  reftrain  him  by  force;  and  then 
he  abfolutely  refufed  to  take  any  manner  of  fufte- 
nance.  The  wound  in  his  head  was  very  dangerous; 
and  the  agitation  of  his  mind  loon  rendered  it  mor- 
tal. Cortes  joined  with  father  Bartholomew  de  Ol- 
meJo  in  ptTiiiading  him  40  renounce  his  idolatry; 
but  all  their  arguments  were  to  no  purpofc :  and  he 
expired,  after  having  conjured  the  general  to  revenge 
his  death. 

Motezuma's  unhappy  fate  filled  Cortes  with  great 
concern.  He  was  now  obliged  to  form  a  new  plan, 
and  to  quit  all  the  advantages  he  enjoyed  by  his  in- 
fluence at  the  court  of  Mexico.  1  he  firft  ftcp  he 
took,  was  appointing  fix  of  Motezuma's  principal 
attendants,   fome   of  whom  were  priefts,    to  carry 
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out  his  body  to  the  rebels ;  with  orders  ro  tell  the 
princes  who  headed  them,  that  he  had  fent  them 
the  corpfc  of  their  late  fovereign,  whom  they  them- 
felves  had  murdered ;  and  who,  before  his  death, 
had  earncftly  conjured  him  to  revengp  his  wrongs, 
and  chaftife  them  for  their  abominable  rebellion. 
But  as  he  imagined  the  infurredtion  was  not  approv- 
ed by  the  nobles,  he  once  more  propofed  peace,  and 
was  ready  to  agree  to  any  reafonable  conditions: 
but  fhould  they  negledk  his  propofal,  as  his  refocft 
for  Motezuma  could  no  longer  moderate  his  relcnt- 
ment,  he  would  lay  wafte  their  city  with  fire  and 
fword. 

The  bearers  of  the  corpfe  were  met  at  a  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  the  quarters  oy  a  body  'of  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  threw  down  their  arms,  and  followed  their 
deccafed  fovcrcign  with  the  moft  profound  reverence 
iand  refpcft.  The  city  was  inftantly  filled  with  h- 
mentations^;  and  though  another  emperor  was  al- 
ready elefted,  they  teftified  their  repentance  by  the 
ftrongcft  expreflions  of  forrow,  running  about  the 
ftreets  in  clamorous  tumults  till  the  next  morning, 
when  they  conveyed  the  body  to  the  mountain  ot 
Chapultepeque,  where  it  was  interred  with  great  fo- 
lemnity. 

Thus  fell  the  great  Motezuma,  the  moft  power- 
ful emperor  that  had  ever  filled  the  Mexican  throne. 
He  had  reigned  feventeen  years  -,  was  the  eleventh 
in  the  number  of  emperors,  and  the  fecond  of  that 
name.  He  left  four  fons,  and  three  daughters; 
two  of  the  former,  who  lived  with  iheir  father  in 
his  confinement,  were  afterwards  killed  by  the  Mex- 
icans in  Cortes's  retreat.  The  daughters  afterwards 
embraced  the  chriftian  religion,  and  were  married 
to  Spaniards :  But  the  moft  diftinguiftied  of  his  de- 
fcendants  was  one  of  Motezurfia's  fons,  who  at  his 
baptifm  took  the  name  of  Don  Pedro  de  Motezuma, 
and  received  many  favours  from  his  Catholic  majefty, 
who  gave  him  confiderable  poireflions  in  New  Spain, 
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with  the  title  of  count  of  Motczuma,  which  his  pof- 
tcrity  ftill  enjoy. 

No  attempt  »was  made  upon  the  Spanifli  quartcn 
iwhile  the  emperor  remained  ill  of  his  wounds,  which 
Cortes  attributed  to  their  being  filled  with  horror  ai 
the  thoughts  of  the  crime  they  had  committed  ;  but 
it  was  all  owing  to  the  nobility  being  wholly  employ- 
ed in  the  inauguration  of  Quilavaca,  cacique  of  Iz- 
tapalapa,  whom  they  raifed  to  the  throne. 

The  Mexicans,  inftead  of  liftening  to  the  propo- 
fal  made  by  Motezuma's  fervants,  renewed  the  wai 
with  greater  vigour  than  ever ;  and  on  the  morning 
that  fucceeded  the  late  emperor's  funeral,  all  the 
ftrects  were,  by  break  of  day,  filled  with  armec 
men.  They  had  alfo  put  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  tht 
towers  of  the  temple  which  commanded  part  of  the 
Spanifli  quarters.  This  important  poft,  which  wai 
defended  by  500  chofen  men  of  the  nobility,  Corte* 
refolved  at  all  events  to  carry.  He  therefore  dre^n 
the  greateft  part  of  his  ftrength.  out  of  the  quarters, 
and  having  formed  feveral  battalions,  fufficient  tc 
cut  off  all  communication  between  the  towers  anc 
the  Indians  in  the  ftrects,  he  ordered  captain  Efco- 
bar,  with  a  confiderable  detachment,  to  attack  the 
temple,  which  was  of  difficult  accefs.  That  officei 
marched  to  the  lower  porch  without  oppofition : 
but  fuddenly  the  defendants  from  the  upper  porcl" 
difcharged  fuch  a  fhower  of  lances,  arrows,  large 
ftones,  and  half-burnt  beams  of  timber,  providec 
for  that  purpofe,  that  the  aflailants  were  thrown  intc 
diforder,  and  obliged  to  retreat  in  confufion,  aftej 
their  having  returned  three  times  to  the  attack. 

Mean  while  Cortes  was  at  the  head  of  a  troop  oi 
horfe,  bufily  employed  in  fupporting  thofe  who  mofl 
needed  his  afiiftance  ;  but  feeing  Efcobar  defeated, 
he  inftantly  quitted  his  horfe,  caufed  a  (hield  to  be 
faftened  to  h:s  arm,  on  account  of  the  wound  in  hii 
hand  •,  then  flying  to  his  affiftance,  advanced  to  the 
flairs  with  fuch  intrepidity,  as  infpired  his  follower; 
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with  the  ambition  to  imitate  his  example.  In  an  ^n- 
ftant  the  aftion  was  renewed  with  furprizing  obftr- 
nacy  -,  and  two  Mexicans  who  had  devoted  their  lives 
to  the  fervice  of  their  country,  feeing  Cortes  upon 
a  tower,  threw  down  their  arms,  ran  up  to  him,  and 
(looping  down  like  fuppiicants,  feized  him,  and  en- 
deavoured to  throw  him  over  the  rails :  but  after 
ftruggling  with  them  for  fome  time,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  difengage  himfelf;  upon  which,  they 
threw  themfelves  headlong  from  the  tower,  and  their 
brains  were  daflied  out  againft  the  pavement.  The 
Mexicans  were  at  laft  obliged  to  retire  from  the  con- 
tinued fire  of  the  Spaniards ;  and  the  general  return- 
ed with  his  troops  into  the  quarters,  after  they  had 
made  a  dreadful  havoc  among  the  enemy,  and  burnt 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  city. 

The  next  day  the  enemy  defired  a  parley  ;  wUch 
being  granted  by  Cortes,  feveral  of  the  nobles  ap- 
proached the  walls,  and  in  the  name  of  the  new  em- 
peror, propofed  that  the  Spaniards  fhould  inftandy 
march  down  to  the  fca-fide,  and  leave  the  country, 
upon  which  condition  they  promifed  to  put  an  end 
to  all  hoftilities :  but  obferved,  that  (hould  he  rt- 
jeft  this  propofal,  they  muft  all  inevitably  perifli ; 
for  as  they  were  now  convinced  by  experience,  that 
the  Spaniards  were  mortal,  they  were  refolved  to 
continue  their  attacks  -,  and  though  the  death  of  eve- 
ry Chriftian  (hould  coft  them  20,000  lives,  they 
would  have  a  number  left  fufficient  to  rejoice  at  their 
fuccefs. 

To  this  Cortes  replied,  that  the  Spaniards  did  not 
pretend  to  be  immortal,  though  they  were  fo  fopc- 
rior  to  the  Mexicans,  that  with  his  handful  of  men 
he  could  deftroy  the  whole  empire  :  but  being  mov- 
ed by  the  calamities,  they,  through  their  obiKnacy, 
had  fuffercd,  he  was  refolved  to  depart ;  and  that  he 
only  waited  till  the  neceffary  preparations  were  made 
for  his  march,  and  other  articles  agreed  upon  for 
the  reciprocal  advantage  of  both  parties.  The  no- 
bles 
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bics  feemed  pleafcd  with  this  anfwer,  though  the 
overtures  they  had  made  were  intended  to  anfwer  a 
very  different  purpofe.  It  had  been  agreed  by  the 
new  emperor  and  his  council,  that  inftcad  of  expof- 
ing  themfelves  to  fiich  terrible  flaughter,  as  the  peo- 
ple had  always  fuffered  from  the  artillery  and  fire- 
arms, they  fhould  diftrefs  the  Spaniards  by  famine  -, 
and  amufe  them  with  negotiations,  till  bein^  weak- 
ened and  difpirited  by  hunger^  they  might  rail  upon 
them  to  greater  advantage.  They  rccoUefted  that  Mo- 
cezuma's  three  fens  and  other  perfons  of  diftin&ipn 
were  prifoners  in  the  Spanifh  quarters  -,  but  willing- 
ly devoted  them  as  facrifices  to  the  good  of  their 
country,  except  their  chief  prieft,  whom  they  rc- 
folved,  if  poffible,  to  deliver. 

The -deputies  therefore  returned  the  fame  evening 
with  a  propofal,  that  fome  of  the  Mexican  prifoners 
Aould  be  fe'nt  with  inftrudions  to  thf  emperor ; 
artfully  hinting,  that  the  mod  proper  perfon  would 
be  a  certain  ancient  prieft,  who  being  an  intelligent 
man,  would  be  able  to  remove  whatever  difficulties 
iQight  be  ftarted.  Cortes  readily  affented  to  the 
propofal,  and  made  the  prieft  acquainted  with  his 
demands,  in  relation  to  the  nece(fiiries  he  fhould  wane 
id  his  march ;  refolving,  if  he  fhould  return,  to  ex- 
plain himfcif  with  refpeft  to  their  laying  down  their 
arms  and  deliverins;  hoftages.  But  thev  had  not  the 
leaft  intention  to  fend  him  back,  or  to  come  to  an 
amicable  agreement;  which  was  very  evident  from 
their  making  trenches  to  defend  the  paffage  of  the 
canals,  breaking  down  the  bridges  of  the  principal 
caufeway,  and  cutting  off  all  communication  with 
the  road  leading  to  TIafcala.  Corres  was  greatly 
alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  and  immediately  or- 
dered a  portable  bridge  to  be  made,  ftrong  enough 
to  bear  the  weight  of  the  artillery,  and  lb  light  as 
to  be  carried  by  40  foldicrs. 

Men  were  immediately  employed  in  making  this 
bridge ;  and  at  the  fame  time  Cortes  aflembled  his 
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captains,  in  order  to  confult  whether  they  flioutd  re- 
treat by  day  or  by  night :  for  he  was  refolved  to  re- 
tire to  Tlafcala,  and  there  to  take  meafures  for  lay- 
ing ficge  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  The  majority  of 
the  officers  propofed  a  retreat  by  night,  on  account 
of  the  fuperftition  of  the  Mexicans,  which  made  it 
unufual  for  them  to  engage  an  enemy  after  fun-fet; 
and  from  the  difficulty  of  attacking  them  in  the  ca- 
noes in  the  dark.  This  was  however  warmly  oppo- 
fed  by  Cortes,  and  feveral  others ;  but  the  queftion 
l>e:np;  put  to  the  vote,  the  majority  declared  for  the 
firR'  propofal,  to  which  Cortes  aflented ;  and  it  was 
relblved,  to  give  the  enemy  as  little  time  as  poffiblc 
to  form  obftruftions,  by  beginning  their  march  that 
very  niv;ht.  The  carpenters  had  no  fooner  finiihed 
the  bridge,  whicli  was  to  be  moved  from  onq  open- 
ing in  the  cauieway  to  another,  than  Cortes  fent  an- 
other Mexican  in  order  to  amufe  the  enemy  with 
farther  propofals  of  peace,  while  he  made  the  pro- 
per ijifp<;fitions  for  his  retreat.  1  he  order  of  march 
being  fixed,  he  caufed  the  treafure  to  be  brought  in- 
to his  apartment,  and  taking  one  fifth  for  the  king, 
in  what  was  portable,  he  delivered  it  to  the  commif- 
fary  with  Ibme  wounded  horfes  for  the  carriage  •,  but 
the  remainder,  which  amounted  to  upwards  of 
700,000  pieces  of  eight,  he  propofed  to  leave,  as 
a  dangerous  incumbrance:  but  finding  the  foldiera 
vinv.illing  10  lofe  their  Ihare,  he  gave  them  leave  to 
take  what  they  could  conveniently  carry ;  in  confe- 
(jucncc  of  which,  feme  of  the  mofc  avaritious,  who 
were  among  thole  who  came  with  Narvaez,  loaded 
thrmfelvcs  lb  heavily,  that  they  ftaggercd  under  iheir 
burdens. 

Cortes  having  taken  thefe  previous  fteps,  encou- 
raged the  loldiers  by  a  (hort  fpeech ;  and  about  mid- 
night they  b',  gan  their  march  with  great  filence  and 
ciicumfpeftion,  being  favoured  by  the  wetnefs  of 
the  weather,  and  the  darknefs  of  the  night.  The 
brides  which  was  carried  in  the  front,    was  laid 
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over  the  firft  canal  before  they  met  with  the  leaft 
oppofition ;  but  the  weight  of  the  artUjlrry  and  horfe 
jammed  it  fo  fail,  that  they  found  it  impradkicable 
to  remove  it ;  and  indeed  they  had  no  time  to  ufe 
much  pains  about  it ;  for  before  the  army  had  paf- 
fed  the  firft  breach  of  the  caufeway,  they  were  lud- 
denly  attacked  on  all  fides  :  for  the  enemy  haying  ob- 
ferved  their  motions,  had  aflembled  their  troops  and 
canoes  with  fuch  expedition  and  (ilence,  that  the 
lake  was  covered  on  each  fide  of  the  caufeway.  The 
attack  began  with  great  regularity ;  and  had  the 
Mexicans  continued  to  preferve  the  fame  good  order 
during  the  engagement,  Cortes  and  his  whole  army 
mud  have  perilhed.  But  they  foon  returned  to  their 
ufual  way  of  charging  inconfufion,  by  which  means 
many  of  the  canoes  were  dathed  to  pieces  againfl: 
each  other,  and  the  Spaniards  made  a  dreadful 
flaughter.  They  were  attacked  in  front  by  a  vaft 
number,  who  being  impatient  till  they  came  to  ac- 
tion, had  thrown  themfelves  into  the  lake,  and  clam- 
bered up  the  caufeway  in  order  to  diipute  the  paL 
fage  i  but  they  were  fo  crowded,  that  they  haa 
fcarcely  room  to  make  ufe  of  their  weapons :  and 
the  flaughter  was,  according  to  fome  authors,  fo 
great,  as  to  fupply  a  fufficicnt  number  of  bodies, 
CO  form  a  paflage  for  the  Spaniards  in  the  lake.  But 
other  authors  alledge,  that  the  enemy  left  the  beam 
of  the  fecond  bridge,  on  which  the  foldiers  pafTed 
over  in  files,  leading  their  horfes  through  the  water 
by  the  bridles. 

Cortes,  on  his  reaching  the  Ihore,  ordered  the  men 
to  be  formed  as  faft  as  they  arrived  ;  and  then  return- 
ed to  the  caufeway,  entered  into  the  engagement,  and 
animated  the  men  by  his  prefence  and  example.  He 
caufed  each  fide  of  the  caufeway  to  be  lined  with 
foldiers,  who  were  to  repel  the  enemy,  while  the  reft 
marched  between  them  in  the  centre  5  and  to  facili- 
tate the  march,  he  ordered  the  artillery  to  be  thrown 
into  the   water :    but  notwidiftanding  all  his  vigi- 
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lance,  part  of  the  rear-guard  ^'as  cut  in  pieces,  the 
bridge  being  dcftroyed  by  the  Mexicans  in  the  ca- 
noes before  thefe  unhaj^y  men  could  pafs  it,  and 
thefe  chiefly  confifted  of  thofe  who  had  fo  overloaded 
themfclves  with  trealiire,  that  they  were  incapable 
of  exerting  themfelves  in  their  own  defence. 

The  army  having  pafled  over  the  lake  by  break 
of  day,  halted  near  Tobuca,  to  give  time  to  thofe 
who  had  cfcaped  from  the  battle  to  join  their  friends; 
a  precaution  which  faved  the  lives  of  feveral  Spaniards 
and  Tlafcalans,  who  had  fwam  afhore,  and  conceal- 
ed themfelves  in  fome  fields  of  maize  till  the  morn- 
ing. Thefe  brought  intelligence  that  the  laft  divi- 
fion  of  the  rear  guard  was  entirely  cut  off;  and  the 
troops  being  reviewed,  their  lofs  was  found  to  amount 
to  about  200  Spaniards,  above  loco  Thfcalans,  and 
46  horfes,  with  all  the  Mexican  prifoncrs ;  who,  in 
the  darkncrfs  and  confufion  of  the  night,  were  treat- 
ed as  enemies  by  their  own  countrymen.  The  Spa- 
niards were  much  dejeftcd  at  finding  how  greatly 
their  number  was  diminiflicd ;  at  the  lofs  of  their 
artillery,  and  at  the  apprehenfion  of  being  every 
moment  again  affauked,  while  they  v/crc  oppreflcd 
with  fatigue.  Their  afRiftion  was  incrcafed  by  the 
lofs  of  fome  excellent  officers,  among  whom  was 
Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon,  who  brought  up  the  rear. 

Had  the  Spaniards  been  now  attacked,  before 
they  had  time  to  refrefh  themfelves,  and  recover 
their  fpirits  after  the  fatigue  of  the  battle,  they 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  eafily  deftroyed : 
but  an  event  which  they  confidered  as  extremely  un- 
fortunate, prolonged  their  lives,  by  giving  them 
time  to  repofe.  It  has  already  been  obferved  that 
all  the  Mexican  prifoners  were  killed  in  the  engage- 
ment i  and  in  the  morning  when  the  enemy  went  to 
ftrip  the  dead,  they  found  three  of  Motezuma*s  fons, 
livhom  they  had  killed  with  their  arrows.  At  this 
fpcdacle  they  were  amazed  and  ftupified  ;  the  troops 
were  feized  with  confternation,  and  the  news  of  this 

cveot 


by  HERNANDO  CORTES.      313 

event  fbon  reached  the  new  emperor :  he  ordered  the 
bodies  of  thefe  unhappy  princes  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
burying-place  of  their  anceftors,  and  all  the  inhabit 
tants  attending  their  funeral,  afforded  the  Spaniards 
this  ieafonable  rcfpite. 

Mean  while  Cortes  marched  with  great  caution 
towards  Tlafcala,  fufpefting  that  the  enemy*s  delay 
proceeded  from  fome  de(ign,  which  had  been  form* 
cd  againft  him ;  and  indeed  ^he  Spaniards  had  not 
proceeded  far,  before  they  obfervcd  feveral  compa-. 
nies  of  armed  men  following  the  army  at  a  diftance. 
Thefe  were  fony:  of  the  inhabitants  of  feveral  cities 
whom  the  Mexicans  had  ordered  to  obferve  the  mo- 
tions of  the  Spaniards,  and  retard  their  march,  till 
they  themfclves  had  difcharged  their  laft  dfjty  to  the 
fons  of  Motezuma.     At  length  the  whole  body  of 
the  Mexicans  appeared,  and  joining  the  others,  at* 
racked  the  army  with  great  impetuolity.      Cortes 
placed  his  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows  in  the  front,  and 
then  ordered  the   horfe  to  advance  and  charge  the 
Indians,  which  they  did  with  great  fuccefs ;  but  their 
enemies  continually  increafing,  the  Spaniards  were 
fatigued  with  killing  them,    and  began  to  defpair 
of  their  ever  being  able  to  rout  fuch  a  prodigious 
multitude :  when  Cortes  perceiving  an  edifice  with 
turrets  on  the  top  of  an  eminence  near  the  field  of 
battle,  refolved  to  gain  that  poft,  which  he  effected. 
As  this  building  was  a  temple,  that  had  a  fpacious 
court,  encompaflcd  by  a  wall  and  feveral  towers^  it 
was  eafily  defended%    The  Spaniards  here  found  (bel- 
ter from  the  danger  to  which  they  had  been  expofed ; 
and  on  account  of  this  fignal  relief,  afterwards  credt* 
ed  an  hermitage  on  the  fpor,  which  is  ftill  known 
by  the  npmc  of  Neuftra  Sennora  de  Los  ReigedioSj  or 
Our  Lady  of  Relief. 

The  Mexicans  approached  near  the  walls ;  but 
having  difcharged  a  great  number  of  arrows,  retir- 
ed toward  Mexico :  however  the  Spaniards  perceiv- 
ed from  the  tops  of  the  towers  that  they  halted  in 

the 


314  1  he  Conqueft  of  M  E  X I C  O, 

the  plain,  where  they  divided  into  feveral  bodies 
The  men  were  refrcflied  with  fome  provif-ons  they 
found  in  the  temple,  and  with  what  tltc  ladians  had 
faved  with  their  baggage,  and  had  their  wounds  dnrf- 
fed,  the  linen  hoilc-cloths  ferving  for  lint  and  ban- 
dages. Thcfe  neceffary  talks  being  performed,  Cor- 
tes called  a  council  of  his  officers,  and  propofed,  as 
this  pod  could  not  be  maintained  for  want  of  pro- 
viiions,  and  as  they  could  not  hope  to  make  their 
retreat  while  furrounded  by  fuch  a  multitude  of  the 
enemy,  they  fhoulU  leize  this  opponunity  of  conti- 
nuing their  march  during  the  night,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  two  or  three  leagues  from  the  Mexi- 
cans the  next  morning.  This  propofal  being  una- 
nimouQy  approved,  fome  hours  reft  were  allotted  for 
the  refrcfhment  of  the  people,  who  were  dreadfully 
fatigued ',  and  at  midnight  they  retired  from  the 
temple,  leaving  the  fires  burning,  in  order  to  deceive 
the  enemy.  After  a  march  of  four  leagues,  they 
came  to  a  village  advantageoufly  fituated,  which  was 
deferred  by  its  inhabitants,  where  they  ftaid  two 
days  till  the  wounJed  were  again  able  to  travel 
They  then  march<.d  two  days  through  a  rocky  and 
barren  country,  at  a  diftancc  from  the  great  road ; 
which  they  purpofely  avoided,  being  without  IheUer 
in  the  night,  perpetually  harrafllrd  by  flying  panics 
of  Indians.  In  the  lalt  of  thefe  marches,  they  reach- 
ed a  village,  where  the  inhabitants  provided  every 
thing  for  their  enccrcainmeni:  with  an  air  of  frank- 
ncfs  and  hofpitality ;  which  was  no  more  than  an  ill- 
judged  ilratagem,  dcfigned  to  lull  the  Spaniards  into 
a  carelefs  fecurity. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  army  afcended  a 
mountain,  on  the  orher  fide  of  which  was  the  valley 
of  Otumba;  whvn  Marina  obferved,  that  the  In- 
dians who  IliU  followed  at  a  diilance,  Ihouted  and 
irequciiily  exclaimed,  "  Proceed,  tyrants ;  you'll 
"  foon  arrive  at  the  place  where  you  will  all  perifli." 
Cortes  took  all  poflibk  precaution  to  prevent  being 
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farprized :  but  on  his  reaching  the  cop  of  the  mo\m- 
tain,  he  found  the  pa0age  of  the  troops  effe&ually 
obftru.ded  by  an  immenfe  multitude  of  armed  men, 
who  covered  the  excenfive  plain  of  Otumba.  Thefe 
were  the  Indians  they  encountered  at  the  firft  temple, 
reinforced  by  a  vaft  number  of  people  from  Mexico, 
with  the  principal  nobles  at  their  head,  who  had 
ieparated  into  feveral  bodies,  and  marched  by  diffe- 
rent roads  with  fuch  expedition  as  to  get  the  ftart  df 
the  Spaniards,  and  unite  in  this  Ibacious  plain,  where 
there  was  no  danger  of  their  bemg  embarrafied  for 
want  of  room.  The  front  of  the  army,  which  ap- 
peared from  the  diverlity  of  the  colours  and  ftandards, 
to  be  of  different  nations,  extended  alone  the  Whole 
breadth  of  the  valley  ;  but  the  eye  could  not  reach 
the  extremity  of  the  rear.  In  the  centre  appeared  the 
captain-general  of  the  empire,  borne  in  a  fumptuous 
chariot  upon  men's  fhoulders,  that  he  might  the  bet- 
ter judge  of  emergencies,  and  fee  his  orders  pundu- 
ally  obeyed.  Near  him  was  the  royal  ftandard  of' 
Mexico,  which  was  a  net  of  mally  gold,  fattened  to 
a  pike,  crowned  with  a  plume  of  variegated  feathers ; 
and  this  ftandard  was  never  brought  into  the  field, 
but  upon  the  moft  extraordinary  occafions.  Indeed 
this  vaft  army,  with  the  motions  of  their  different 
weapons,  and  their  feather  waving  in  the  wind,  form- 
ed an  appearance  that  was  at  once  beautiful  and  tre- 
mendous. 

Cortes  having  taken  a  view  of  this  dreadful  army, 
turned  with  alacrity  to  his  foldiers,  and  told  them 
that  they  muft  either  conquer  or  die ;  but  was  im- 
mediately interrupted  by  his  men,  who  called  out, 
that  he  (hould  give  the  word  and  lead  them  to  battle. 
He  was  unwilling  to  balk  their  ardour;  and  having 
ranged  tiiem  in  order,  immediately  advanced.  The 
foldiers  gave  no  ftroke  either  with  their  lances  or 
fwords,  but  what  was  fatal.  Cortes,  reflecting  that  the 
ftrength  of  his  men  muft  foon  fail,  recollected  that 
he  had  heard  amons  the  Mexicans,  that  the  whole 
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fucccfs  of  the  battle  depended  upon  the  royal  (land- 
ard ;  the  lofing  of  which  decided  the  fortune  of  the 
day.  Upon  v/hich  he  inftantly  refolved  to  make  an 
extraordinary  irffon  to  obtain  it;  and  commanded 
Sandoval  Alverado  de  Olid,  and  Davila  to  follow 
and  fecure  his  rear,  while  he,  with  his  troop  of  horfe, 
charged  that  part  which  appeared  weakeft  and  near- 
eft  the  centre.  This  troop  trode  down  whole  batta- 
lions, and  foon  cut  their  way  to  the  place  where  the 
imperial  ftandard  was  defended  by  a  guard  compofcd 
of  the  nobles ;  when  Cortes  fpurring  his  horfc 
through  the  midft  of  them,  wounded  the  captain- 
i^eneral,  and  threw  him  from  his  chariot  with  the  firft 
ftroke  of  his  lance :  and  Juan  de  Salamanca,  a  pri- 
vate gentleman,  leaped  from  his  horfe,  difpatchcd 
t!ie  general,  and  feizing  the  ftandard,  gave  it  Into 
the  hands  of  Cortes. 

The  Mexicans  no  fooner  beheld  the  imperial  ftan- 
dard in  the  power  of  the  Spaniards,  than  they  ftfuck 
all  the  reft  of  their  colours,  and  betook  themfclves 
to  a  precipitate  flight  5  while  the  viftorious  Spaniards 
made  a  dreadful  {laughter  of  the  fugitives,  20,000 
Indians  being  fiid  to  be  killed  in  the  battle  and  pnr- 
Kiit.  The  fpoils  which  Cortes  divided  among  the 
foldicrs,  v.ere  very  confidcmblc  •,  for  the  Mexicans 
depending  upon  their  number,  which  amounted 
to  200,000,  came  adorned  with  their  beft  jewels,  as 
to  a  certain  triumph. 

The  Spaniards  now  purfued  their  march,  but  not 
without  fome  fufpicion  of  being  again  attacked,  ts 
fcveral  bodies  of  men  were  feen  on  the  tops  of  the 
mountains ;  but  rhey  proceeded  without  moleftationi 
and  the  next  day  they  entered  the  confines  of  Tlaf- 
cala,  when  the  whole  army  exprefled  their  joy  by 
loud  acclamation?,  and  the  TIafcalans  kiiied  the 
MTtk.  At  noon  Cones  entered  Gualipar,  a  confide* 
idbie  town,  where  he  was  received  with  great  hofpi- 
calky;  and  having  quartered  his  troops  there,  tie* 
feat  two  Tlafcdlans  to  t!ie  Itnare  with  an  account  of 
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his  retreat :  but  the  meflcngers  were  fcarccly  dif- 
mifTed,  when  he  was  vifited  by  Magifcatzin,  Old 
Xicotencal,  with  his  fon,  and  others  deputed  by  the 
fenate,  to  compliment  him  upon  his  return.  They 
propofed  his  immediately  proceeding  to  the  city, 
where  quarters  were  already  provided  for  the  Spa- 
niards. But  he  chofe  to  remain  in  his  prefent  fltua^ 
tion,  till  his  people  fliould  be  refre(hed  and  intirely 
recovered  from  their  fatigues,  to  which  the  Tlat 
calans  the  more  readily  alTented,  as  this  would  gii^ 
them  time  to  prepare  for  his  reception,  and  his  enter- 
ing the  city  in  a  folemn  triumph. 

The  Spaniards  were  liberally  fupplied  with  neceC- 
faries  at  the  expencc  of  the  public,  during  a  ftay  of 
three  days  at  Gualipar;  when  adorning  themfelvcs 
with  the  plumes  and  jewels  of  the  .vanquiflied  Mexi- 
cans, they  began  their  march  for  Tlafcala,  which 
they  entered  in  July  1520.  The  fenatc  in  their  richeft 
robes  came  out  with  a  numerous  attendance  to 
receive  them  ;  the  fields  were  crowded  with  people ; 
the  air  was  filled  with  acclamations,  and  they  were 
faluted  at  their  entrance  with  the  founds  of  flutes, 
drums  and  horns. 

But  in  the  midft  of  this  feftival,  a  damp  was  given 
to  the  public  joy  by  Cortes^s  illnefs.  A  wound  he 
had  received  in  his  head  broke  out  afrefti ;  he  was 
feized  with  a  dangerous  fever,  and  his  friends  began 
to  defpair  of  his  life.  But  the  fenate  employing  the 
moft  expert  phyficians  in  the  country,  he  fpeedily 
recovered. 

Cortes  now  impatiently  longed  to  know  the  ftate 
of  affairs  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  therefore  fent  a  letter  to 
the  governor,  by  an  Indian  courier,  who  foon  re- 
turned with  an  anfwcr,  that  no  alteration  had  yet 
happened  in  the  garrifon  or  on  the  coaft  j  and  that 
Narvaez  and  Salvaticra  were  ftill  in  fafe  cuftody: 
but  that  a  corporal  and  eight  foldiers,  who  had  been 
fent  to  Tlafcala  for  the  gold  belonging  to  the  garri- 
fon, were  not  r^-turncd  \  that  it  was  reported  among 
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the  Indians,  that  they  were  murdered  in  the  pro- 
vince Tepeaca,  and  thac  it  was  feared  the  wounded 
foldiers  belonging  to  Narvaez  had  met  with  the  fame 
fete ;  for  being  impatient  to  reach  Mexico,  which 
they  confidered  as  the  centre  of  their  wealth,  they, 
as  raft  as  they  recovered,  had  marched  away  from, 
2^mpoalla  for  that  city.  Indeed  the  truth  of  this 
report  was  now  confirmed  by  the  Tlafcalans,  who 
had  hitherto  concealed  it.  from  Cortes,  left  it  fliould 
retard  his  recovery  i  and  he  had  the  mortification  to 
find  himfelf  thus  deprived  of  a  reinforcement  of 
near  50  Spaniards,  who  had  been  deftroyed  by  the 
Indians  of  Tepeaca,  Cortes  therefore  rcfolved  to  be 
revenged  on  that  nation,  which  lay  between  him  and 
Vera  Cruz,  and  the  Tlafcalans  promifed  to  intercft 
thenifelves  in  the  quarrel. 

At  this  time  ambafTadors  from  the  new  emperor 
of  Mexico  arrived  at  Gualipar,  whence  they  fcnt  to 
defire  leave  of  the  fenate  to  enter  the  city,  with  pro- 
pofals  of  peace  j  and  this  being  granted  with  the  con- 
fcnt  of  Cortes,  they  made  their  public  entry  with 
great  fplendor  and  folcmnity,  and  were  received  in 
the  fenate  houfe ;  where  they  made  offers  of  peace 
and  perpetual  alliance,  on  condition  of  their  declar- 
ing war  againil  the  Spaniards,  and  afljfting  them  ia 
their  endeavours  to  extirpate  thofe  ftrangers.  Their 
fpccch  was  interrupted  by  the  murmurs  of  the  aflcro- 
biy,  who  were  exalperated  at  the  propofal.  How- 
ever they  were  permitted  to  retire  to  the  lodgings 
adigncd  them,  till  the  fenate  fhould  deliberate  upon 
the  fubjedl  of  the  embaffy ;  when  it  was  unanimouQy 
agreed  to  rejeA  their  propofals.  But  the  ambaflk- 
dors  did  not  wait  for  a  formal  difmiflion  *,  for  dread- 
ing left  fomc  popular  infurreftion  fhould  be  rai&d 
againft  them,  they  fled  with  great  precipitation. 

Nbtwithft ending  the  regard  the  Tlafcalans  upon 
dus  and  other  occafions  fhewed  for  the  Spaniards,  Xi- 
fDOtcncal  ftill  hated  and  envied  Cortes  ^  and  had 
luthrrto  dilguifcj  thefe  difpofitions  under  the  mafque 
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of  friendOiip.  Though  he  did  not  fo  much  as  fpeak 
in  the  fcnatc,  in  behalf  of  the  Mexican  propofals, 
he  took  the  opportunity  of  fowing  jealoufics  among  the 
people,  by  means  of  his  friends  -,  who  privately  mag- 
nified the  advantages  of  an  alliance  with  the  Mexi- 
cans, and  reprcfented,  with  fome  truth,  their  friend- 
ship for  the  Spaniards  as  a  dangerous  connedHon, 
that  would  entail  flavery  and  oppreffion  upon  thetn 
and  their  pofterity.  The  fenate  were  foon  informed 
of  chefe  pra(5liccs,  and  upon  this  occafion  held  a  con- 
fultation;  at  which  Xicotencars  father  gave  his 
opinion,  that  his  fon  (hould  fuffer  dea^'h,  as  a  fower 
of  fedition  :  but  out  of  refpcft  to  the  gray  hairs  and 
charafter  of  the  father,  they  only  ordered  him  to  be 
brought  before  them  in  chains  -,  deprived  him  of  aM 
the  honours  he  enjoyed,  and  caufed  him  to  be  thrown 
down  the  flairs  of  the  fenate-houfe,  A  few  days 
after  this  degiadation,  Xicotencal  implored  forgivc- 
nefs  of  Cortes,  who  did  not  know  of  his  crime  tifi 
after  the  punifhment  was  inflifted ;  and  by  his  intcr- 
pofition,  was  reftored  to  his  former  rank. 

Xicotencal  now  endeavoured  to  atone  for  his  fault 
by  his  diligence  in  afiembling  the  troops  of  the  re- 
public. Mean  while  the  foldiers  who  came  with 
Narvaez,  being  difgufted  at  the  fatigues  and  dangers 
they  had  undergone,  and  intimidated  at  the  thoughts 
of  a  new  war,  loudly  exclaimed  againft  the  expedi- 
tion to  Tcpeaca  •,  and  even  delivered  a  formal  protefta- 
cion  to  Cortes,  fignifying  their  refiifal  to  undertake 
that  encerprize,  and  their  defirc  to  march  immedi- 
ately for  VtrsL  Cruz,  where  tliey  might  be  nearer  at 
hand  to  follit  it  reinforcements  from  St.  Domingo  and 
Jamaica. 

Cortes  was  greatly  provoked  at  this  infolent  remon- 
ftrancei  but  thoi^ght  proper  to  difguife  his  relcnt- 
ment.;  and  to  reprefent  to  them,  thjt  as  the  Ttpea- 
cans  had  feizcJ  the  palTcs  of  the  mountains,  it  was 
impoffible  for  them  to  reach  Vera  Cruz  wirhout  fight- 
ing them,  in  which  he  ihouki  be  aHilled  by  the  TlaC- 

calan 
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calan  troops,  that  were  aflcmbling  for  that  purpofe : 
but  he  afTured  them,  that  as  loon  as  the  Indians 
Ihould  be  fubdiied,  they  who  were  unwilling  to 
follow  his  fortune,  fhould  have  free  leave  to  de- 
part. 

Cortes  having  thus  reconciled  his  troops  to  the  fer- 
vice,  marched  with  8000  choice  Tlafcalans,  com- 
manded by  officers  of  diftinguilhed  valour,  and  left 
the  care  of  bringing  up  the  reft  to  Xicotencal.  Hav- 
ing proceeded  three  leagues,  they  fpent  the  night  in 
a  village  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  The  Tepeacans 
now  t(K)k  the  field  in  order  to  ftop  their  march,  and 
formed  an  ambufcade  in  fome  fields  of  maize  -,  but 
being  difcovered  by  Cortes,  when  at  a  confiderablc 
dittance,  they  were  foon  thrown  into  confufion  :  and 
being  deferted  by  their  Mexican  allies,  were  totally 
routed,  with  the  lofs  of  almoft  their  whole  army. 
They  therefore  the  fame  night  fent  deputies  to  im- 
plore the  mercy  of  the  conqueror. 

The  next  day  Cortes  marched  with  his  army  into 
the  city,  where  the  inhabitants  threw  thcmfclves  at 
his  feet.     But  upon  his  ordering  his  interpreters  to 
proclaim  king  Charles,  and  a  general   pardon  in  the 
name  of  that  prince,  their  apprehenfions  were  con- 
verted into  joy ;  and  they  entreated  Cortes  to  take 
their  city  into  his  protcclion,  that  they  might  never 
more  be  influenced   by  the  Mexicans  to  renounce 
their   treaty   with   the   Spaniards.     Cortes    inftandy 
took  advantage  of  this  requeft,    fortified   the  city 
with  palifadoes  and  a  trench  *,  and  built  a  kind  (ff 
citadel  to  keep  them  in  obedience,  and   fecurc  the 
paflage  to  Vera  Cruz.     But  before  this  work  was  be- 
gun, he  fent  all  t!ie  prifoners  who  had  been  taken 
ii^the  battle,  to  Tlafcala;  where,  by  his  dired]Oii» 
Ihjnf  were  publickly  fold  for  flaves. 
i    Q^Iavaca,  emperor  of  Mexico,  dying  about  this 
-  time,  the  cleftcrs  conferred  the  imperial  dignity  upon 
Quattmozin,  Ibn-in-law  roMotezuma,  a  voune  prince 
"XSLl  fagacity  ;  who  inimci;a:ely  encouraged  the 
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foldiers  with  rewards  and  confiderable  privileges; 
treated  his  nobles  with  affability,  and  exempted  his 
fubjedis  from  all  tribute  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war. 

Cones  received  an  account  of  thefe  tranf^ons 
firom  fonie  deputies  from  the  cacique  of  Guacachula,  a 
populous  and  warlike  city^  lituated  in  the  road  to 
Mexico,  who  came  to  complain  of  the  tyranny  of 
the  Mexicans,  and  to  implore  the  afliftance  of  the 
Spaniards  againft  them.  As  Cortes  made  no  doubt 
oi  this  cacique's  fincerity,  and  thought  it  highly  ne^ ' 
ce0ary  to  expel  the  enemy  from  fuch  an  impCMTtant^ 
place,  he  immediately  formed  a  body  of  |o,ooo 
Tlafcalans^  with  300 .  Spaniards,  and  13  horje,  and 
the  next  morning  fent  this  army  with  the  envoys  of 
Guacachula,  under  the  command  of  Chriftoval  de 
Olid,  who  was  direded  to  repulfe  the  enemy,  and 
take  poflefljon  of  the  town.  They  were  joined  on 
ibeir  march  by  fome  bodies  of  confederate  Indians^ 
who  had  been  ill  uled  by  the  Mexicans :  and  Cortes 
dot  long  after  arriving  at  the  camp,  proceeded  with 
his  new  allies  dircdtly  towards  Guacachula.  The 
Mexicans  being  informed  of  his  motions,  advanced 
between  him  and  the  city,  and  began  the  batde  with 
great  fury ;  when  the  cacique  of  Guacachula,  tak- 
ing advantage  of  this  opportunity,  fell  fuddenly 
upon  the  rear  of  the  Mexicans,  who  in  a  little  more 
than  half  an  hour  were  entirely  defeated.  The  Spa- 
niards then  entered  the  city,  where  they  took  up 
their  quarters,  while  the  Tlafcalans  and  the  other 
confederates,  whofe  number  was  continually  encreaf> 
ing,  ftaid  without  the  wall  ^  and  many  other  caciques 
joining  them,  Cortcs's  army,  foon  after  the  battle, 
amounted  to  120,000  men. 

Cortes  now  refolved  to  reduce  Yzucan,  a  town 
ilaturally  of  great  ftrength  ^  fortified  with  walls  and 
ravelins,  defended  in  front  by  a  river,  and  garrifoned 
with  10,000  Mexicans,  who  had  broke  down  the 
bridge  in  order  to  difputc  the  paflage.  Notwith- 
-    VoL«  I.  Y  Ilaading 


32«         The  Conqucft  of  MEXICO 

ftanding  thefc  difcouraging  circutnfbnces, 
gained  the  oppoTite  bank,  and  drove  the 
the  city  i  which  they  made  a  ftiew  of  dcfe 
the  Spaniards  had  fcarccly  received  ordcn 
uck,  when  the  chy  was  forfaken  by  the  ] 
iD^abitancs.  Some  of  the  fugitives  bei 
back,  were  inftantly  difcharged,  with  th 
pardon  and  good  treatment  to  all  who  ft 
to  their  lioulrs  -,  and  this  had  fuch  an  e& 
town  was  almoft  filled  the  fame  day.  T 
taitied  in  both  thefc  anions,  Cortes  diflrib 
his  new  allies,  and  then  returned  with  th 
to  Tepeica,  where  the  fort  and  fettleme 
eompleated ;  to  which  he  gave  the  nam 
de  la  Frontcra. 

A  Ihip  arrived  about  this  time  at  St.  Ji 
with  thirteen  Spar.ilh  Ibldiers,  fonK  pn 
ammunition,  and  two  horfes,  fent  by  E 
\3k\ucz  to  Narvaez ;  under  the  commai 
de  Barba.  He  landed  without  dillruft,  i 
dufted  to  Vera  Cruz,  where  he  readil; 
Cortes's  intcrcft,  and  received  the  coir 
company  of  crofs-bows. 

Eigh:  daj's  after  a  fecond  Ihip  arrivec 
folditrs  more,  with  arms  and  ammunition 
vtho  commanded  this  veffel,  and  his  moa 
into  the  fervlcc  of  Cortes. 

As  tiie  general  was  rcfolved  to  make  a 
to  conquer  Mexico,  he  formed  the  fchci 
ing  1 2  or  13  brigancines  thai  fliould  be 
the  Indian  canoes,  in  order  to  efcipe  t 
paBing  the  cauleways  :  and  thefc  he  prop 
m  pieces  on  the  fhoutdcrs  of  the  Indtun  c 
the  mojntains  of  Tiatcala,  to  a  river  ir 
bourhood  ot'  the  lake.  This  (ingular  pr< 
mutiitated  to  NJaitin  Lopez,  who  not  01 
of  the  deiign,  but  undertook  to  execut 
utmoft  facility  1  and  was  theretbre  imn 
to  Thdcaia,  with  all  tiie  Spanilh  carpe 
^umbcr  of  Indians  to  cut  wood.     He 
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time  enipk>yed  many  hands  in  extra£bing  pitch  from 
tttct  that  gfew  upon  the  moonuins^  and  lent  othert 
td  thd  volcdiid  tefore-mcfntion^d^  from  \(rhencc  tfar^ 
brought  a  large  quantity  of  ftilphur,  which  was  madd 
kite  guh-f^^def.  Thefe  prcvioiis  dtps  being  taken^ 
Cortes  fet  out  for  Tlafcala. 

Ic  has  been  already  obferved^  that  Frantiftode 
Gafsty,  governor  of  Jamaica,  had  fent  to  order  Cortei 
'  not  to  make  any  fettlement  on  this  coftft.  But  not<» 
withftanding  the  difappointment  he  met  with  in  having 
hh  ineflengers  feized,  he  now  refurtied  the  eAterprize^ 
add  fent  three  fhips  ^  but  his  foldiers  had  no  foone# 
taiided)  than  they  wefe  attacked  with  fuch  fury,  by 
the  Indians^  that  they  Were  obliged  to  return  to  theif 
Vcflcls  in  great  diforden  His  (hips  were  afterwards 
Jepdrated  tor  fonfie  days,  when  each  of  thehn  feveratly 
Jbrmed  the  fame  defign,  and  without  knowing  the 
fentimenes  of  each  other,  arrived  almoft  at  the  fame 
iftftiint  on  the  coaft  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  order  to  fervc 
tmder  Cortes.  The  firft  fhip  that  made  land  had 
fixty  Spanifli  foldiers  on  board,  and  was  commanded 
by  Captain  Camargo ;  the  fccond  brought  fifty  men, 
and  feven  horfcs,  under  the  command  of  a  brave  and 
experienced  officer,  named  Miguel  Diaz  de  Cruz  5 
and  the  third  brought  above  forty  foldiers,  ten  horfcs, 
and  great  plenty  of  arms  and  provifions,  and  was  com* 
manded  by  Captain  Ramirez. 

Thefe  people  took  the  road  to  Tlafcala,  and  were 
received  with  joy  by  the  general  and  his  people  :  but 
notwithftanding  this  acquifition  of  ftrcngth,  the 
foldiers  brought  by  Narvaez,  were  ftill  importunate 
for  leave  to  return  to  the  ifland  of  Cuba ;  and  re- 
minded Cortes  of  the  promife  he  had  made  before 
they  fet  out  on  the  expedition  to  Tepeac?.  He  v/as 
now  the  more  inclined  to  grant  their  requcft,  for  his 
having  received  this  reinforcement  of  men,  whom  he 
imagined  would  be  more  obedient  to  his  command* 

Cortes  having  diredled  Alverado  to  fee  thefe  men 
embark,  fcnt  orders  to  the  confederates  to  get  ready 
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to  march  on  the  firft  notice,  and  in  the  mean  time  re- 
iblved  to  equip  a  veflel,  and  fend  other  agents  to 
Spain,  in  order  to  forward  the  negotiations  m  Porco- 
carrero,  and  Moncejo,  and  to  defire  them  to  fend  him 
^n  account  of  his  intereft  at  court,  about  which  he  was 
very  anxious. 

Cortes  intruded  thefe  difpatches  to  the  care  of 
Diego  de  Ordaz,  and  Alonzo  de  Mendoza,  who  a  few 
days  after  embarked  for  Spain,  after  their  having  re- 
ceived private  inftruAions  to  conceal  their  com- 
mifljon,  till  they  fhould  find  Cortes's  father  and  the 
two  agents,  with  whom  they  were  to  a£t  in  concert. 
To  give  the  greater  weight  to  their  joint  follicita- 
tions,  they  carried  a  fecond  prefent  for  his  Majefty, 
which  confided  of  gold  and  Ibme  curiofities.  He  at 
the  fame  time  difpatched  Alonzo  Davila,  and  Fran- 
cifco  Alvarez  Chico,  with  letters  to  the  regulars  of  St. 
Jerome,  who  prefided  in  the  royal  audience  of  St. 
Domingo,  and  had  jurifdidion  over  all  the  iflands, 
and  new  difcoveries  on  the  main  land  -,  intreating  their 
fpeedy  afTiflance  in  promoting  his  fuccefs,  and  the 
interpofition  of  their  authority  in  putting  a  ftop  to  the 
proceedings  of  Velafquez  and  Garay ;  and  thefe  fa- 
thers foon  fent  him  a  favourable  anfwer. 

After  a  profperous  voyage,  Ordaz  and  Mendoza 
arrived  at  Seville,  where  they  found  the  con^miflioners 
of  trade  had  exprefs  orders  from  the  bifhop  of  Burgos, 
to  imprifon  any  one  fent  from  New  Spain,  and  to 
feize  the  gold  and  other  merchandife  brought  from 
thence.  Leaving  the  prefent  therefore  in  the  hands 
of  thofe  judges,  they  thought  themfelves  happy  in 
cfcaping  with  their  letters  and  difpa^^hes,  and  weoc 
in  fcarch  of  Martin  Cortes,  and  the  two  agents,  who 
had  been  before  fent  from  Mexico.  Thefe  perlbns 
they  found  at  Medellin,  and  being  afterward  en- 
couraged by  Adriano  the  cardinal-regent,  to  whom 
jchcy  fliewed  Cortes's  letters,  entered  a  profecution 
againft  the  bifhop  of  Burgos  in  his  own  court,  and 
obtained  a  verdi£b  in  their  favour.    This  fentence 

being 
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being  laid  before  the  emperor,  who  at  this  time  was 
juft  returned  from  Germany,  it  was  approved  by  his 
majefty,  and  Hernando  Cortes  was  declared  a  faith- 
ful fubjcft ;  perpetual  filcnce  was  ordered  to  be  im-- 
pofed  on  Vclalquez,  with  rcfpeft  to  any  pretenfions 
to  the  conqueft  of  New  Spain,  and  he  was  only  al- 
lowed to  fue  for  the  money  he  had  expended  in  fit- 
ting out  Cortes's  fleet.  Several  marks  of  the  royal 
favour  were  bcftowed  on  Martin  Cortes,  on  account 
of  his  fon's  merit :  Ibme  regulars  were  named  for  the 
converfion  of  the  Indians,  and  a  fleet  was  ordered  to 
be  fpeedily  fitted  out,  with  a  fupply  of  men,  ammu- 
nition land  horfes. 

Cortes  in  the  mean  time  received  another  unex- 
pefted  fupply  of  thirteen  S'panifh  foldiers,  who  came 
in  order  to  feck  their  fortunes,  in  a  vcflTel  that  arrived 
at  Vera  Cruz.  He  therefore  refolvcd  to  begin  his 
inarch,  and  as  the  troops  of  his  allies  were  already 
afiembled,  he  did  not  choofe  to  wait  till  the  brigan- 
tiiies  were  finifhed. 

This  refolution  being  taken,  Cortes  reviewed  the 
Spaniards,  who  amounted  to  540  /oldiers,  with  40 
horfe,  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery,  that  were  brought 
on  ftiore  from  the  (hips.  This  review  was  made  with 
great  oftentation,  in  order  to  raife  the  admiration  of 
,  the  Indians,  an  innumerable  concourfe  of  whom  were 
aflfcmbled  to  fee  the  fpcftacle.  Xicotencal,  at  the 
head  of  10,000  Tlafcalans,  complimented  Cortes,  by 
appearing  in  his  gayeft  accoutrements,  and  performed 
the  Indian  cxercife  with  equal  pomp  and  agility.  All 
his  captains  being  adorned  with  variegated  feathers, 
and  jewels  hanging  at  their  ears  and  lips,  they  carried 
their  two-handed  Iwords  under  the  left  arm,  with  the 
point  upwards,  and  each  was  attended  by  a  page  who 
bore  his  fhicld,  on  which  was  reprefentcd  in  figures 
his  own  warlike  atchievements. 

Cortes  being  fcnfiblc  of  the  difficulty  of  governing 
an  army  compofed  of  many  different  nations,  without 
jBtridl  difcipline  ;  formed  feveral  articles  of  war  to  be 

Y  3  obferved 
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his  purfuit  of  that  conqueil^  accufing  Mm  of  obftindqr 
and  ralhncfs*  Finding  that  his  feUow  foldiers  lifteoed 
to  his  infinuations  he  exprefled  a  defirc  of  relinquifli- 
ing  the  enterprize,  and  returning  to  Cuba ;  but  as  it 

was  impoffible  to  do  this  without  Cortcs's  confent,  he, 
after  having  fufficiently  founded  his  confederates,  pro- 
posed to  them  a  fcheme  for  airafiinating  the  general 
and  all  his  principal  officers,  except  Francifco  Ver- 
dueOy  who  had  married  the  fifter  of  Diego  Velafquez, 
ana  upon  him  they  propofed  to  confer  the  chief  com- 
mand, which  would  give  a  kind  of  fan&ion  to  the 
mutiny,  and  be  highly  agreeable  to  the  governor  cf 
Cuba :  but  as  they  knew  Verdugo  to  be  a  man  of 
honour,  they  durit  not  acquaint  him  with  their  dc- 
fign. 

The  general  having  received  this  intelligence,  went 
immediately  with  two  alcaldes  and  fome  of  his  cap* 
tains  to  ViUafana's  quarters,  where  he  found  him  imcb 
three  or  four  of  his  accomplices,  and  having  put  hiof 
in  irons,  and  ordered  every  body  to  retire,  while  he 
examined  him  in  private  ^  he  took  out  of  the  wretch's 
bofom  a  paper  figned  by  all  the  confpiratcrs,  in  which 
he  found  fbtne  names  that  greatly  increafed  his  cgfl- 
cem.  But  concealing  the  paper  from  his  friends,  ^ 
ordered  the  foldiers  who  were  found  with  Villafana  td 
^e  put  into  another  prilon,  and  then  withdrew,  di- 
tefting  the  officers  of  jultice  to  proceed  in  his  trial 
with  all  poITible  difpatch,  without  taking  notice  of 
any  of  his  accomplices :  and  Villafana  being  con- 
demned to  die,  was  the  next  morning  feen  hanging 
at  the  window  of  his  own  lodging,  fo  that  his  goilt 
and  punifliment  were  made  public  at  the  fame  rime. 
Cortes  pretended  that  VMlafana  had  Iwallowed  a  ip^pet 
which  he  believed  contained  the  names  of  the  confpi- 
xators;  and  then  aflembling  his  captains  and  foldiers, 
gave  them  a  fummary  account  of  the  defign  againft 
his  life,  and  the  lives  of  many  prdenr ;  faid,  that  he 
thought  himfelf  happy  in  not  knowing  Villafana'^ 
accomplices,  and  entr^ted  his  friends  to  inquire  wh^- 
;  (her 
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filled  I  Urge  plain,  through  which  ran  a  river  col- 
leded  from  the  neighbouring  hills,  and  over  it  was 
laid  a  fmall  wooden  bridge,  which  was  left  as  a  de- 
coy to  the  Spaniards,  whom  they  intended  to  attack 
before  they  could  form  on  the  other  iide^  but  as 
Cortes  advanced,  their  courage  failed  them,  and  thejr 
gradually  retired  from  the  pais,  till  part  of  the  Spa- 
niards had  croflfed  the  bridge,  when  2p  horfe,  zrm  a 
body  of  Tlafcalans  being  detached  to  keep  them  in 
play,  they  fled  with  great  precipitation,  and  took 
fhelter  among  the  rocks  and  mountains,  whither 
Cortes  did  not  think  fit  to  purfue  them. 

On  his  approach  to  Tezeuco,  he  was  met  by  fome 
ambaiiadors  from  Cacumazin,  the  cacique  of  that 
place,  requeuing  admiffion  into  the  number  of  his 
allies,  with  many  offers  of  fervice.  Though  from 
fome  circumftances  thefe  profeffions  were  fufpedrd^ 
yet  Cortes  thought  it  prudent  to  aflent  to  his  pro«- 
poials.  When  he  arrived  at  the  town,  he  found  the 
gates  open,  and  the  cacique,  with  mofl  of  the  inha- 
bitants, fled :  for  by  his  ambaiiadors  learning  the 
ftrength  Cortes  had  with  him,  he  was  afraid  ot  exe- 
cuting a  fcheme  he  had  concerted  of  deibx>ying  him 
in  the  night  while  he  itaid  with  him.  Cones  was 
however  waited  on  by  the  nobles,  and  a  genteel 
youth,  fon  of  the  cacique*s  elder  brother,  whom  he 
had  murdered  to  ufurp  his  poileiCons.  Him  Cortes 
inveited  with  the  fovereignty,  to  the  general  joy  of 
the  people,  who  returned  and  made  an  alliance  with 
the  Spaniards,  declaring  the  Mexicans  enemies. 

To  facilitate  his  enterprize  upon  Mexico,  and  to 
employ  his  Indian  allies,  Cortes  now  refolved  to  ad- 
vance with  part  of  his  forces  to  the  city  of  Iztapalapa, 
fituated  fix  leagues  nearer  Mexico,  on  the  iide  of  the 
caufeway.  He  fet  out  on  this  expedition,  with  300 
Spaniards,  and  10,000  Tlafcalans,  leaving  the. mi* 
iitary  government  of  Tezeuco  to  Gonzalo  de  San- 
doval. But  they  no  fooner  came  within  fight  of  Izta- 
palapa,  than  they  were  oppofed  by  a  body  of  8000 

Y  4  Mexicans, 
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Mexicans,  who  fought  with  great  bravery,  and  then 
retired  into  the  city,  where,  without  ftaying  to  defend 
the  entrance,  or  (hut  up  the  gates,  they  threw  them- 
felves  into  the  lake,  and  fuddenly  difappeared. 

Cortes,  finding  that  the  gates  were  left  open,  en- 
tered the  city,  the  higher  part  of  which  was  entirely 
abandoned,  and  propofed  to  take  up  his  quartp^  there 
for  the  night ;  but  it  no  fooner  began  to  gfow  dark, 
than  the  Spaniards  perceived  the  canals  overflow,  and 
the  water  of  the  lake  rufhing  with  great  impetuofity 
from  a  number  of  fluices,  which  obliged  them  to  quit 
the  place  in  the  greateft  hurry  to  prevent  the  whole 
army  being  drowned. 

Cortes  was  extremely  mortified  at  the  fuccefs  of 
this  ftratagem,  and  fpent  the  night  on  a  little  fifing 
ground,  where  the  troops  fuffered  by  the  wetncfs  <J 
their  deaths  and  the  coldnefs  of  the  weather,  and  at 
day-break  retreated  towards  Tezeuco,  making  Us 
men  march  as  fad  as  poflfible,  to  keep  them  warm. 
But  they  had  not  advanced  far,  when  feeing  them- 
felves  purfued  by  a  vaft  multitude  of  the  enemy,  they 
were  obliged  to  face  about  in  order  to  fuftain  their 
attack,  which  was  very  violent :  the  Mexicans,  how- 
ever, being  foon  repuifed  with  confiderable  lofs,  the 
army  rcfumed  their  march. 

While  Cortes  continued  at  Tezeuco,  many  of  the 
/leighbouring  caciques  came  to  enter  into  an  alliance 
with  him  againft  the  emperor  of  Mexico  ;  and  among 
others,  deputies  arrived  in  great  hafte  from  the  pro- 
vinces of  Chalco  and  Otumba,  to  folicit  afijftance 
flgainft  an  army  of  Mexicans,  that  appeared  upon 
the  frontiers,  in  order  to  punifli  them  for  having  en- 
tered into  an  alliance  with  the  Spaniards.  Cortes  re- 
folving  to  grant  them  immediate  afiiftance,  detached 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and  Francifco  de  Lugo,  with 
200  Spaniards,  15  horfe,  and  a  body  of  TlafcsJans. 
Thcfc  were  attacked  in  their  march  by  a  body  of 
Mexicans,  who  lay  in  ambufcade ;  but  they  were 
defeated  with  much  flaughter.     Eight  of  the  moft 
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ConGdcrabIc  perfons  in  the  army  were  taken  prifoners, 
after  which  the  Spaniards  paflfed  the  night  in  the  city 
ef  Chalco,  where  they  were  entertained  with  grfeat 
hofpitality :  and  as  the  Chalqueie  had  long  been  at 
enmity  with  the  Tlafcalans,  the  Spanilh  captains 
feized  this  opportunity  of  propoflng  a  peace  between' 
the  two  nations,  which  was  afterward  confirmed  by 
the  fenate  of  Tlafcala. 

Sandoval  and  Lugo,  having  thus  happily  termi- 
nated this  expedition,  returned  to  Tezeuco,  when 
Cortes  ordered  the  eight  Mexican  prilbners  to  be 
brought  before  him,  and  received  them  in  the  midd: 
of  his  captains  with  a  look  or  great  feveriry.  He 
told  them  that  he  would  grant  them  both  life  and 
liberty,  if  they  vould  promife  him  to  inform  their 
prince,  that  he  was  coming  to  demand  fatisfa6Kon 
for  their  perfidioufly  attacking  him  in  his  retreat  from 
JMexico,  in  dired  oppofition  to  the  treaty  which  they 
thcmfelves  had  propofed  and  confirmed  ;  but  prin- 
cipally to  revenge  Motezuma's  death.  He  added,  that 
his  army  being  now  augmented,  he  would  in  a  (hort 
time  feek  the  emperor  in  the  midft  of  his  court,  and 
lay  the  city  of  Mexico  in  afhes,  unlefs  he  would  fue 
for  a  peace,  which  Ihould  be  granted  on  reafonable 
terms.  He  then  ordered  the  prifoners  to  be  un- 
chained, and  to  have  a  boat  to  carry  them  to  Mexico 
by  water ;  at  which  they  threw  rhemfelves  at  his  feet, 
and  promifed  not  only  to  make  the  emperor  ac- 
quainted with  what  he  faid ;  but  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
endeavours  to  procure  an  accommodjition. 

Martin  Lopez  about  this  time  fent  word  to  Cortes 
that  the  brigantines  were  Bniflied,  and  that  he  would 
fpeedily  fet  forw^ard  with  them,  the  republic  of  Tlaf- 
cala  having  provided  10,000  carriers,  and  2000  to 
relieve  thole  who  (hould  be  tired,  befides  thofe  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  provifions  and  ammunition  :  but 
that  he  thought  it  advifable  to  ftay  in  the  laft  town 
of  the  Tlaltalans  for  a  convoy  of  Spaniards, 
fince  it  would  not  be  fafe  to  pafs  through  tne  Mexi- 
can 
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can  territories  with  no  other  force  than  the  Indian 
allies. 

This  news  filled  the  army  with  joy,  and  Cortes  im- 
mediately gave  orders  to  Sandoval  to  march  with  200 
Spaniards,  15  horfe,  and  fome  companies  of  Tlaf- 
calans  towards  the  territories  of  the  republic,  in  order 
to  condud):  Lopez  with  his  materials  to  Tezcuco. 
This  officer  accordingly  fet  out,  but  halted  at  Zale- 
peque,  a  fmall  town  tliat  refufed  to  fubmit,  and  vras 
the  very  place  where  the  Spaniards  were  murdered  in 
their  way  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico,  for  which  reafon 
he  had  orders  to  chaftife  and  reduce  the  inhabitants ; 
but  they  no  fooner  {Perceived  the  detachment  than 
they  fled  to  the  mountains  :  when  Sandoval  entering 
the  town,  found  written  with  charcoal  upon  a  wall. 
In  this  boufe  the  unhappy  Juan  Jujiina  was  taken^  with 
many  others  of  his  ccmpanions :  and  afterward  they 
found  in  one  of  the  temples  the  dried  heads  of  the 
Spaniards. 

This  dreadful  fight  filled  the  Spaniards  with  rage, 
and  Sandoval  refolved  to  punifti  the  inhabitants  with 
the  utmoft  rigour-  At  this  iriftant  feveral  companies 
that  had  been  detached  in  purfuit  of  the  fugitives, 
returned  with  a  great  number  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  after  having  killed  upon  the  mountains  all 
who  refufed  to  furrender.  Thefc  poor  creatures,  half 
dead  with  fear,  implored  the  mercy  of  the  Spaniards 
by  their  tears  and  outcries,  and  foon  mbved  them  to 
compafllon.  Sandoval  privately  d^rfired  the  officers 
to  intercede  in  their  behalf,  that  they  might  fet  the 
greater  value  upon  their  pardon,  which  he  at  length 
granted;  and  received  the  fubmiffion  of  the  cacique 
and  principal  citizens,  who  afterward  ftridly  adhered 
to  the  Spaniards. 

The  remains  of  the  murdered  Spaniards  being  de- 
cently interred,  Sandoval  continued  his  march  to  the 
^micicrs  of  Tlafcala,  where  Martin  Lopez  received 
hfan  with  joy.  He  had  with  him  a  young  officer 
called  Chichemecal,  who  commanded  the  Tlafcalan 

rein- 


by.  HERNANDO  CORTES.   .  331 

reinforcement,  and  had  been  with  difficulty  periuadcd 
fx>  wait  for  the  Spanilh  detachnienty  he  beinK  ex* 
tttrtnely  defirous  of  diftinguilbing  himfelf  againft  the 
Mexicans.  On  their  approaching  Tezeaoo»  they 
were  met  by  Cortes  and  the  cacique  of  that  city,  and 
made  their  entrance  into  it,  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  the  whole  army,  after  which  all  the  materials  were 
feparately  ftored  in  a  large  workhouie  prepared  for 
chat  purpofe  near  the  canals. 

Cortes,  being  informed  that  the  veflels  could  not 
be  fini(hed  in  lefs  than  20  days,  refblved  to  engage 
in  fome  enterprizc,  and  therefore  leaving  the  govern* 
ment  of  Tezeuco  to  Sandoval,  put  himfelf  at  ^  head 
of  a  detachment  of  250  Spanifii  infantry,  20  horfc, 
and  a  numerous  body  of  the  nobles  of  Tezeuco  i 
15,000  Tlafcalans,  under  the  command  of  Chiche- 
mecal,  and  about  5000  commanded  by  Xicotencal  % 
with  which  force  he  fcourcd  the  country  between  Te* 
tcoco  and  Tacuba,  the  laft  town  on  the  lake  between 
that  place  and  Mexico. 

Cortes  being  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  of  reducing 
Tacuba,  returned  to  Tezeuco,  where  he  had  the  la- 
tisfaction  of  learning  that  a  veflel  was  arrived  at  Vera 
Cruz,  laden  with  a  great  quantity  of  arms,  and  am- 
munition ;  with  a  perfon  on  board  named  Julian  de 
Aldercte,  who  came  in  the  charadter  of  the  king's 
treafurer,  and  fome  Spanifh  foldiers  of  diftinftion,  who 
inftantly  marched  to  l^lafcala,  where  they  obtained  an 
efcoct  which  conduftcd  them  to  Tezeuco. 

The  caciques  of  Chalco  and  Thumanalco  fending 
meflfcngers  to  Cortes  to  define  his  affiftance,  againft  a 
powerful  army  of  Mexicans,  he  ordered  Sandoval  to 
march  with  a  body  of  forces  to  their  relief;  who 
overcame  them  in  three  difFci'ent  engagements.  How- 
ever, the  emperor  ordered  a  new  army  to  march,  over 
whom  the  Chalqiiefes,  after  a  defperate  adtion,  ob- 
tained a  compleat  vidory. 

Cortes  now  refolved  to  penetrate  in  perfon  as  far  as 
guchimilcoj  a  town  upon  the  lake,  with  a  broad  caufe- 

way. 
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way,  which  joined  thofc  that  led  to  Mexico,  and  this 
was  a  feafonable  relief  to  the  Chalquefes,  who  had  ' 
difcovered  a  new  army  of  Mexicans  on  that  fide.  The 
confederate  caciques  were  already  aflembled  in  the 
city  of  Chaico,  when  Cortes  unexpe&edly  arrived, 
and  filled  the  city  with  joy  and  gratitude.  That  ge- 
neral being  then  told  by  the  Indian  fcouts  that  the 
Mexicans  had  taken  poflcrfTion  of  fome  almcft  inaccef- 
fible  mountains  on  the  road  to  Suchimilco,  marched 
diredlly  to  a  town  which  he  found  deferted  by  its  in- 
habitants, and  in  which  he  fpent  the  night.  He  was 
much  haraflcd  by  the  enemy,  and  had  feveral  flcir- 
mifhes  with  them  by  the  way :  but  when  he  drew 
near  the  city,  being  joined  by  leveral  bodies  of  the 
allien,  he  advanced  toward  the.  Mexicans  who  had 
halted  without  the  walls,  and  tell  upon  them  with 
fuch  refolution  as  they  were  entering  the  gates,  that 
he  entered  with  the  fugitives,  and  ordering  fome 
companies  to  force  the  barricadoes  in  the  ftreets  on  the 
right  and  left  -,  h?  advanced  to  the  principal  avenues, 
where  the  enemy  had  their  greateft  force.  This  he 
with  fome  difficulty  furmounted,  and  rufhed  forward 
into  a  multitude  of  the  enemy,  but  inftantly  finding 
himfelf  furrounded,  and  his  retreat  cut  off,  he  fup- 
|X)rted  himfelf  for  fome  time  -,  till  his  horfc  falling, 
he  was  in  extreme  danger,  and  nothing  favcd  him, 
but  the  great  dcfire  of  the  Mexicans  to  feize  him  alive 
for  a  prefent  to  the  emperor ;  but  before  they  could 
carrv  him  off,  Chriftoval  de  Olca,  a  common  (bldier 
of  diftinguilhed  bravery,  fecmg  his  diftrefs,  and  call- 
ing to  fome  Tlafcalans,  who  were  fighting  near  him, 
put  himfelf  at  their  head,  and  forced  his  way  to  the 
place  with  fuch  resolution,  thiu  lie  killed  the  Mexicans 
who  had  leized  Cortes,  an;i  he  having  thus  recovered 
his  liberty,  with  only  two  (light  wounds,  pufhed  the 
enemy  fo  rirrcTOuily^  that  they  fled  to  that  part 
of  tfu'  citv  which  was  buiit  in  the  water,  and  left 
the  Spaniards  mailers  ot  all  tlic  ilrcets  upon  the  firm 
Kind. 

The 


by  HERNANDO  COTtT"ES.      333 

Tlie  troops  without  the  gates  were  in  the  mean 
'  whik  warmly  attacked  by  a  body  of  10,000  Mexi- 
cans, who  fought  for  fome  time  with  great  obftinacy, 
but  were  at  length  glad  to  return  with  confiderable 
lols. 

This  fuccefs  made  Cortes  mafter  of  alt  the  ftreets 
and  buildings  on  the  firm  land  -,  and  having  placed 
fufiicient  guards  by  the  water  fide,  he  ordered  sat 
officer  and  20  or  30  foldiers  to  keep  watch  on  the  top 
of  the  principal  temple.  Near  the  cbfe  of  the  evening 
they  difcovered  about  2000  armed  canoes  advancing 
with  great  fpeed  from  Mexico,  upon  which  the  guards 
at  the  landing  places  were  immediately  doubled  v  and 
in  the  morning  about  1 5,000  of  the  enemy  landed  at 
a  confidcrable  diftance  from  the  city.  Cortes  im- 
mediately marched  out  and  charged  them  with  fuch 
impetuofity,  that  they  were  routed  at  the  firft  attack, 
and  the  whole  a£tion  appeared  rather  a  chace  than  a 
vi&ory. 

Cortes  having  continued  four  days  at  Suchimilco,' 
retired  in  good  order,  with  the  fatisfaftion  of  having 
accompliflicd  the  end  of  his  expedition,  'by  taking  a 
view  of  that  city,  and  weakening  the  force  of  the 
enemy  :  he  was,  however,  inwardly  difiatisfied  at  his 
having  lofl  nine  or  ten  Spaniards  in  this  expedition. 
For  befides  thofe  who  were  killed  in  attempting  to 
fcale  the  mountains,  three  or  four  were  taken  alive, 
while  they  were  pillaging  one  of  the  houfes  at  Suchi- 
milco ;  and  two  of  his  fcrvants  fell  into  an  ambufcade, 
by  imprudently  feparating  from  the  army. 

Cortes  had  not  been  long  returned  to  Tezeuco,' 
when  one  of  his  veteran  foldiers  requeued  a  private 
audience  of  him,  with  many  indications  of  having 
fomething  of  great  moment  to  communicate ;  which 
being  granted,  he  gave  him  all  the  particulars  of  a 
confpiracy  that  had  been  formed  in  his  abfence.  The 
chief  contriver  of  this  treacherous  dcfign  was  a  private 
foldier  named  Antonio  de  Vill^ana,  who  difliking  the 
cnterprize  againll  Mexico,  blamed  the  general  for 
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ed  as  ufual ;  and  the  three  captains  entering  the  city 
much  about  the  fame  time,  fortified  themfelves  with 
the  ruins  or  the  houftrs 

This  new  mcthoJ  of  proceeding  filled  the  Mexicans 
with  conftcrnaiion,  and  entirely  broke  all  their  mea- 
fures.  A  council  was  immediately  fummoncd  at 
Guatimozin's  palace  i  where  it  was  ri:lblved  to  dit 
lodge  the  Spaniards,  and  their  army  being  divided 
into  three  bodies,  advanced  to  the  attack  at  break  of 
day.  But  preparations  having  been  made  for  their 
reception,  they  no  fooner  approached,  than  the  ar- 
tillery began  to  play  upon  the  avenues,  and  made 
fuch  a  terrible  flaughter  of  the  van-guard,  that  they 
durfl:  not  proceed  j  when  the  Spaniards  rufhing  upon 
them,  they  were  foon  routed  and  difperfed,  by  which 
means  rhey  obtained  better  quarters  for  the  enfuing 
night.  The  Spaniards  that  continued  were  obliged^ 
as  they  advanced,  to  deftroy  houfes,  -level  works,  and 
fill  up  the  trenches  cut  acrofs  every  ftrect ;  and  not- 
withftanding  thefe  obftrudtions,  all  the  three  leaders 
in  lefs  than  four  days  came  in  fight  of  the  principal 
fquare  in  the  city  where  they  had  agreed  to  meet. 

The  enemy  perceiving  the  whole  force  of  the  Spa- 
niards to  be  now  united,  ran  with  the  utmoft  preci- 
pitation to  defend  the  perfon  of  their  prince  j  by 
which  means  Cortes  had  an  opportunity  of  lodgiog 
his  troops  to  the  bed  advantage.  The  next  morning 
all  the  ftreets  in  poffeflion  of  the  enemy  were  filled 
with  armed  men,  in  order  to  cover  thofe  who  were 
raifing  a  kind  of  fortification  :  but  as  they  did  not 
proceed  to  hoftilities,  Cortes  fufpended  the  attack  he 
had  meditated,  and  rcfolved  to  try  once  more  whe- 
ther they  were  (Jifpofcd  to  an  accommodation,  now 
they  faw  him  fo  advantageoully  ported.  He  there- 
fore fent  a  mefl^age  to  Guatimozin,  who  had  retired 
with  his  minilters  and  the  nobility  to  a  Ipacious  angle 
of  the  city,  the  greateft  part  of  which  was  defended 
by  ihe  lake. 
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A  fufpenfion  of  arms  being  agreed  upon,  Guati- 
mozin  held  feveral  councils,  to  deliberate  on  the 
overtures  of  peace ;  and  the  majority  were  for  agree- 
ing to  the  treaty  -,  while  others  were  for  continuing 
the  war,  who  being  joined  by  the  pricfts,  it  was  rc- 
iblved  to  profecute  it.  In  the  mean  time  the  emperor 
^ave  orders  that  all  the  piraguas  and  canoes  (hould 
retire  to  a  bay,  in  order  to  fecure  his  retreat  in  cafe, 
be  fhould  be^  driven  to  extremities.  Cortes  imme- 
diately fufpedbed  their  defign,  and  therefore  appoint* 
ed  Sandoval  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  brigan- 
tines,  with  orders  to  furround  the  bay  at  a  diftance, 
and  to  keep  a  ftridt  watch  upon  the  enemy's  mo- 
tions. 

Cortes  having  taken  thcfe  fteps,  advanced  with 
his  troops  ;  which  the  Mexicans  perceiving,  prepared 
for  an  engagement.  But  they  no  iboner  obferved  the 
terrible  havock  made  by  the  iirft  difcharge  of  the 
cannon  on  their  wooden  fortiBcations,  than  they  fent 
notice  of  ic  to  Guatimozin,  and  in  a  little  time  de- 
manded a  parley :  upon  which,  four  Mexicans,  who 
fcemed  perfons  of  diftinttion,  appeared  on  the  farther 
fide  of  a  ditch,  s^nd  informed  Cortes  that  they  were 
appointed  to  receive  his  propofals  ;  but  the  general 
defired  that  the  emperor  himfelf  would  come  to  treat 
in  perfon,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  (lop  fhould  be  put 
to  all  afts  of  hoftility.  With  this  anfwcr  the  ambaf- 
fadors  retired,  and  word  was  brought  that  the  em- 
peror would  come  the  next  day  to  conclude  a  treaty, 
but  he  put  off  his  coming  for  feveral  days. 

However,  the  da/  being  come,  which  was  the 
utmoft  period  allowed  by  Cortes,  Sandoval  dif- 
covered,  before  the  fun  arofe,  great  multitudes  em- 
barking on  board  the  canoes  in  the  bay  -,  and  thefe 
attacked  the  brigantines  with  great  fury,  without  being 
terrified  at  the  havock  made  among  them  by  the 
artillery. 

In  the  hotted  part  of  the  engagement  Sandoval 
obferved  fix  or  feven  piraguas  rowing  with  the  utmoft 
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fpecd  fix>m  the  fartheft  part  of  the  bay,  upon  which 
he  ordered  a  brigancine  to  give  them  chafe.  The 
captain  foon  came  up  with  the  foremoft  piragua, 
which  fcemed  to  command  the  reft,  when  the  Mexi- 
cans inftantly  ceafed  rowing,  and  defired  him  not  to 
fire,  becaufe  the  emperor  was  on  board.  The  captain 
with  other  Spaniards  immediately  leaped  into  the 
piragua,  to  fecure  their  prize.  Upon  which  Guad- 
mozin  faid,  "  I  am  your  prifoner,  and  ready  to  go 
•'  whither  you  think  fit  to  conduft  me.  All  the  ta- 
*'  vour  I  have  to  alk  is,  that  fome  regard  may  be 
**  paid  to  the  honour  of  the  emprels  my  conibrt,  and 
**  her  female  attendants."  Guatimozin  then  paffing 
into  the  brigantine,  gave  his  hand  to  that  princeis  to 
help  her  up  the  fide.  The  captain  had  no  fooner 
made  Guatimozin  prifoner,  than  he  dilpatched  a  canoe 
to  Cortes  with  an  account  of  his  fuccefs ;  and  all  mi- 
litary operations  ceafcd  foon  after.  This  great  event 
happened  on  the  13th  of  Auguft,  1^21,  and  from 
thence  has  been  dated  the  dominion  or  the  Spanianls 
over  the  Mexican  empire. 

Cortes  thinking  it  was  ftill  necelTary  to  reduce  that 

!)art  of  the  city  which  was  in  the  enemy's  pofleffioB, 
eft  the  care  of  his  prifoners  to  Sandoval,  and  went 
out  to  give  orders  for  another  attack.     But  Guad- 
mozin  fufpedting  the  caufe  of  hb  abrupt  departure, 
defired  to  fpeak  with  him  -,  and  upon  his  returning 
back,  conjured  him  to  fpare  his  unhappy  fubjeds, 
who  would  furrcndcr  peaceably  as  foon  as  they  were 
informed  of  his  captivity.      He  therefore  intreated 
Cortes  to  allow  one  of  his  minifters  to  accompany 
him,  and  command  the  Mexicans,  in  their  princess 
name,  to  obey  the  Spanifli  general,  which  order  they 
no  fooner  heard,  than  they  threw  down  their  arms  and 
^ubmitted. 
Cortes-s  troops  no  ^ner  took  poflcffion  of  d» 
aces  evacuated  by  the  Mexicans,  than  they  found 
unichres  furrounded  with  objefis  of  horror  s  a  v^ft 
iinber  of  mifa^k  wrfi(li$iy  of  tiK  fick 
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ed,  were  lying  calling  upon  death  to  releafe  them 
from  their  tortures.  Whole  houfes,  and  courts^ 
were  filled  with  the  bodies  of  perfons  of  diftinftion 
who  had  been  (lain  in  battle,  and  were  kept  till  thdr 
funerals  could  be  performed ;  and  from  thefe  places 
proceeded  a  flench  that  threatened  the  air  with  in- 
ledtion,  and  obliged  Cortes  to  take  immediate  care 
to  prevent  a  peftilcnce  by  giving  orders  for  interring 
the  bodies.  While  this  neceflary  office  was  perform- 
ed, he  retired  with  his  prifoners  to  Cuyocan,  after 
his  having  affigned  quarters  to  Alverado  and  Sando* 
val,  who  fuperintended  the  cleanfing  of  Mexico ;  tod 
this  difagreeable  duty  being  in  a  few  days  performed, 
he  returned  again  to  the  city. 

The  refpcft  with  which  the  emperor  Guatimozin 
was  treated  did  not  lall  long,  for  the  loldiers  remem- 
bering the  vaft  quantities  of  gold  they  had  formerly 
fecn  in  Motezuma's  poffcffion,  demanded  an  account 
of  what  was  become  of  it.  When  Cortes  proteiting 
his  ignorance,  they  fuggefled  that  he  had  fccretly 
fecured  it  for  his  own  ufc.  Hence  they  grew  furious 
and  infolent  •,  in  which  difpofition  they  were  encou^ 
raged  by  Julian  de  Alderete,  the  king's  treafurer,  who 
had  great  authority  •,  and  being  nephew  to  the  bifhop 
of  Burgos,  was  inclined  to  do  Cortes  all  the  mil* 
chief  in  his  power.  Alderete  being  unabje  to  ob- 
tain any  account  of  thefe  treafures,'  demanded  that 
the  emperor  and  his  firft  minifter  (hould  be  put  into 
his  hands,  in  order  to  be  examined  about  them, 
which  Cortes  in  his  prefent  circumftances  did  not  care 
to  refufe. 

This  inhuman  monfter,  according  to  fome  authors, 
caufed  them  to  be  immediately  put  upon  the  rack  ; 
but  as  others  with  greater  truth  affirm,  had  them 
extended  upon  burning  coals.  When  they  were  both 
*  in  this  fituation,  the  minifter  cafting  his  eyes  upon 
the  emperor  cried  out  violently ;  upon  which  Guati- 
noKin  with  great  compofure  faid,  **  Do  you  think 
I  lic'  bat  upoo    ro&s?"    At  which  the  poor 

man 
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man  was  fo  ftnick,  that  he  expired  vathout  utterioe 
any  further  complaint :  but  Cortes,  hearing  his  firft 
cries,  burfl  into  the  apartment,  and  releafed  the  em- 
peror before  it  was  too  late ;  upon  which  occafion 
the  foldiers  themfelves  approved  his  conduft,  and 
blamed  the  treafurer's  barbarity.  No  difcovery  was 
however  made  by  this  inftanceof  cruelty.  They 
then  fearched  all  the  parts  of  the  lake  to  no  purpofe ; 
ranfacked  the  temples,  in  which  they  found  but  little 
gold ;  and  tore  to  pieces  the  tombs,  in  which  a  fmall 
quantity  was  found,  which  Cortes,  in  order  to  pacify 
them,  divided  amonaft  them. 

Thofe  provinces  of  the  Mexican  empire  that  were 
neareft  the  capital  immediately  fubmitted  •,  and  Cor- 
tes having  received  intelHgencc  of  the  kingdom  of 
Mechoacan,  which  lay  to  the  weftward  of  Mexico^ 
he  fent  Montano  with  three  other  Spaniards  as  am- 
bafiadors  to  the  king,  who  at  firfl:  gave  them  an  in- 
different reception :  but  afterward  treated  them  with 
great  magnificence,  and  even  went  in  perfon  to  fee 
Cortes;  who  foon  after  difpatched  Chrillophcr  dc 
Olid  with  an  army  to  take  poffeifion  of  that  country ; 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  forced  the  king  to 
fly  for  fhtlter  into  the  mountains. 

Cortes  upon  this  great  flow  of  fuccefs,  loft  that 
humanity  and  virtue  by  which  he  had  before  dillin- 
guifhed  himfelf ;  difcovering  the  utmoft  haughcincfs 
and  cruelty.  He  erefted  forts,  and  fent  Sandoval  to 
fubdue  the  countries  near  Tabafco  and  Tecountepcc 
on  the  North  fea,  while  he  fent  Dc  Alverado  with  a 
body  of  Spaniards  and  confederate  Indians,  to  take 
pofleflTion  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  vale  of 
Guaxaca,  to  the  eaftward  of  Mexico. 

While  Cortes  v/as  thus  employed  in  reducing  an 
amazing  extent  of  country  to  the  obedience  of  Charles 
V.  emperor  and  king  of  Spain,  Chriftoval  de  Tapia 
arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  with  a  commiffion  from  that 
prince  to  command  all  the  new  conquetts :  but  hi 
was  fo  threatened  and  terrified  by  the  garrifon  of  Vera 

Cruz, 
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Cruz,  that  he  wasglad  to  make  hb  efcape,  and  leave 
tte  general  in  poflefSon  of  Mexico. 
.  Cortes  now  marched  m  perfon  into  the  province  of 
Panuco,  which  he  not  only  reduced  tp  fubjedlion^ 
but  had  the  inhumanity,  in  violation  of  the  laws  cf 
nature  and  nations,  to  divide  the  country  and  all  the 
Indian  inhabitants  .amongfl  the  officers  and  foldiers, 
who  treated  them  as  Haves  ;  and  this  was  his  praftice 
in  every  province,  whether  the  people  voluntarily  fubi 
mitted  to  him,  or  were  compelled  to  ic  by  force  :  but 
he  fent  fuch  rich  prefencs  to  the  emperor,  that  nott 
withftanding  his  cruelty,  he  was  declared  captain-, 
general  and  governor  01  New  Spain  -,  and  the  gover- 
nors  of  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba  were  commanded  to 
fend  him  fupplies,  and  to  give  him  all  poffible  affif- 
tance. 

Cortes  now  finding  himfelf  eftabliihed  in  his  com- 
mand, let  about  rebuilding  the  city  of  Mexico ;  affign- 
cd  places  for  ereftlnj  ciurches  and  public  edifices ; 
laid  out  market  places  •,  divided  the  beft  part  of  the 
ground  among  the  Spaniards,  and  the  reft  among 
the  natives. 

Ail  his  conquefls  could  not  however  procure  him 
a  peaceable  eftablifhmcnt.  He  was  in  danger  from 
the  intrigues  of  the  In  ians,  who,  from  a  love  of  li- 
berty, were  defirous  of  rec-vering  their  country,  and 
driving  out  or  extirpating  the  Spaniards :  and  there- 
fore in  1527,  he  hanged  the  emperor  Guatimozin, 
and  two  other  Indian  princes,  whom  he  had  detefted 
in  a  confpiracy  againft  him.  Sometimes  he  was  cx- 
pofed  to  danger,  by  his  own  countrymen  :  Chriftoval 
de  Olid,  who  had  behaved  fo  gallantly  in  the  war 
againft  the  Mexicans,  revolted  from  him ;  but  was 
foon  taken  off  by  a  violent  death.  Several  conlpira- 
cies  were  formed  to  murder  him  :  he  had  alfo  many 
enemies  in  Spain,  who  took  fuch  pains  to  prejudice 
the  emperor  Charles  V.  againft  him,  that  he  found  it 
j[icceirary  to  return  thither,  in  order  to  juftify  his  con- 
dud. 
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man  was  fo  ftnick,  that  he  expired  without  uttering 
my  further  complaint :  but  Cortes,  hearing  his  firft 
cries,  burfl  into  the  apartment,  and  releafed  the  em- 
peror before  it  was  too  late ;  upon  which  occaiion 
the  foldiers  themfelves  approved  his  conduft,  and 
blamed  the  treafurer's  barbarity.  No  difcovery  was 
however  made  by  this  inftanceof  cruelty.  They 
then  fearched  all  the  parts  of  the  lake  to  no  purpofe ; 
ranfacked  the  temples,  in  which  they  found  but  little 
gold ;  and  tore  to  pieces  the  tombs,  in  which  a  fmall 
quantity  was  found,  which  Cortes,  in  order  to  pacify 
them,  divided  amonaft  them. 

Thofe  provinces  of  the  Mexican  empire  that  were 
neareft  the  capital  immediately  fubmitted  •,  and  Cor- 
tes having  received  intelligence  of  the  kingdom  of 
Mechoacan,  which  lay  to  the  weftward  of  Mexico, 
he  fent  Montano  with  three  other  Spaniards  as  am- 
bafladors  to  the  king,  who  at  firfl:  gave  them  an  in- 
different reception :  but  afterward  treated  them  with 
great  magnificence,  and  even  went  in  perlbn  to  fee 
Cortes;  who  foon  after  difpatched  Chrillophcr  dc 
Olid  with  an  army  to  take  pofleffion  of  that  country ; 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  forced  the  king  to 
fly  for  fhtrlter  into  the  mountains. 

Cortes  upon  this  great  flow  of  fuccefs,  loft  that 
humanity  and  virtue  by  which  he  had  before  diltin- 
guifhed  himfelf ;  difcovering  the  utmoft  haughcincfs 
and  cruelty.  He  ercfted  forts,  and  fcnt  Sandoval  to 
fubdue  the  countries  near  Tabafco  and  Tecountepcc 
on  the  North  fea,  while  he  fent  Dc  Alverado  with  a 
body  of  Spaniards  and  confederate  Indians,  to  take 
poflcflTion  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  vale  of 
Guaxaca,  to  the  eaftvvard  of  Mexico. 

While  Cortes  v/as  thus  caiployed  in  reducing  an 
amazing  extent  of  country  to  the  obedience  of  Charles 
V.  emperor  and  king  of  Spain,  Chriftoval  de  Tapia 
arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  with  a  commifllon  from  that 
prince  to  command  all  the  new  conquetts :  but  h^ 
was  fo  threatened  and  terrified  by  the  garrifon  of  Vera 

Cruz, 


by  HERNANDO  CORTES.      347 

Cruz,  that  he  wasglad  to  make  hU  efcape,  and  leave 
the  general  in  poflefSon  of  Mexico. 
.  Cortes  now  marched  m  perfon  into  the  province  oC 
Panuco,  which  he  not  only  reduced  tp  fubjedlion, 
but  had  the  inhumanity,  in  violation  of  the  laws  cf 
nature  and  nations,  to  divide  the  country  and  all  the 
Indian  inhabitants  .amongfl  the  officers  and  foldiers, 
who  treated  them  as  Haves ;  and  this  was  his  pradice 
in  every  province,  whether  the  people  voluntarily  fubi 
mitted  to  him,  or  were  compelled  to  ic  by  force  :  but 
he  fcnt  fuch  rich  prefents  to  the  emperor,  that  nott 
withftanding  his  cruelty,  he  was  declared  captain^ 
general  and  governor  01  New  Spain  •,  and  the  gover- 
nors of  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba  were  commanded  to 
fend  him  fupplies,  and  to  give  him  all  pofCble  aflif- 
tance. 

Cortes  now  finding  himfelf  eftabliihed  in  his  com- 
mand, let  about  rebuilding  the  city  of  Mexico ;  affign- 
ed  places  for  ereftin^  ch-jrches  and  public  edifices ; 
laid  out  market  places  •,  divided  the  beft  part  of  the 
ground  among  the  Spaniards,  and  the  reft  among 
the  natives. 

Ail  his  conquefls  could  not  however  procure  him 
a  peaceable  eftablifhmcnt.  He  was  in  danger  from 
the  intrigues  of  the  In  ians,  who,  from  a  love  of  li- 
berty, were  defirous  of  recovering  their  country,  and 
driving  out  or  extirpating  the  Spaniards :  and  xhere- 
fore  in  1527,  he  hanged  the  emperor  Guatimozin, 
and  two  other  Indian  princes,  whom  he  had  detefted 
in  a  confpiracy  againft  him.  Sometimes  he  was  cx- 
pofed  to  danger,  by  his  own  countrymen  :  Chriftoval 
de  Olid,  who  had  behaved  fo  gallantly  in  the  war 
againft  the  Mexicans,  revolted  from  him ;  but  was 
foon  taken  ofi^  by  a  violent  death.  Several  confpira- 
cies  were  formed  to  murder  him  :  he  had  alfo  many 
enemies  in  Spain,  who  took  fijch  pains  to  prejudice 
the  emperor  Charles  V.  againft  him,  that  he  found  it 
j[iecefrary  to  return  thither,  in  order  to  juftify  his  con- 
dud. 
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man  was  fo  ftruck,  that  he  expired  without  utterine 
any  further  complaint :  but  Cortes,  hearing  his  firft 
cries,  burfl  into  the  apartment,  and  releafed  the  em- 
peror before  it  was  too  late  -,  upon  which  occafion 
the  foldicrs  themfelves  approved  his  conduft,  and 
blamed  the  treafurer's  barbarity.  No  difcovery  was 
however  made  by  this  inftanceof  cruelty.  They 
then  fearched  all  the  parts  of  the  lake  to  no  purpofc  ; 
ranfacked  the  temples,  in  which  they  found  but  little 
gold ;  and  tore  to  pieces  the  tombs,  in  which  a  fmall 
quantity  was  found,  which  Cortes,  in  order  to  pacify 
them,  divided  amonaft  them. 

Thofe  provinces  of  the  Mexican  empire  that  were 
neareft  the  capital  immediately  fubmitted  ;  and  Cor^ 
tes  having  received  intelligence  of  the  kingdom  of 
Mechoacan,  which  lay  to  the  wellward  of  Mexico, 
he  fent  Montano  with  three  other  Spaniards  as  am- 
bafiadors  to  the  king,  who  at  firfl:  gave  them  an  in- 
different reception :  but  afterward  treated  them  with 
great  magnificence,  and  even  went  in  perfon  to  fee 
Cortes;  who  foon  after  difpatched  Chriftopher  dc 
Olid  with  an  army  to  take  poifeifion  of  that  country  -, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  forced  the  king  to 
fly  for  fhtlter  into  the  mountains. 

Cortes  upon  this  great  fiow  of  fuccefs,  loft  that 
humanity  and  virtue  by  which  he  had  before  dittin- 
guifhed  himfelf ;  difcovering  the  utmoft  haughcincfs 
and  cruelty.  He  erefted  forts,  and  fent  Sandoval  to 
fubdue  the  countries  near  Tabafco  and  Tecountepcc 
on  the  North  fea,  while  he  fent  Dc  Alvcrado  with  a 
body  of  Spaniards  and  confederate  Indians,  to  take 
pofleflTion  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  vale  of 
Guaxaca,  to  the  eaftward  of  Mexico. 

While  Cortes  was  thus  eaiployed  in  reducing  an 
amazing  extent  of  country  to  the  obedience  of  Charles 
V.  emperor  and  king  of  Spain,  Chriftoval  de  Tapa 
arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  with  a  commiflion  from  that 
prince  to  command  all  the  new  conquetts :  but  he 
was  fo  threatened  and  terrified  by  the  garrifon  of  Vera 
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Cruz,  that  he  wasglad  to  make  hb  efcape,  and  leave 
the  general  m  poflefSon  of  Mexico* 
.  Cortes  now  marched  b  perfon  into  the  province  of 
Panuco,  which  he  not  only  reduced  to  fubjedlion^ 
but  had  the  inhumanity,  in  violation  of  the  laws  cf 
nature  and  nations,  to  divide  the  country  and  all  the 
Indian  inhabitants  .amongft  the  officers  and  foldiers, 
who  treated  them  as  Haves ;  and  this  was  his  pradice 
in  every  province,  whether  the  people  voluntarily  fub-i 
mitted  to  him,  or  were  compelled  to  it  by  force  :  but 
he  fent  fuch  rich  prefencs  to  the  emperor,  that  nott 
withftanding  his  cruelty,  he  was  declared  captain-t 
general  and  governor  01  New  Spain  •,  and  the  gover- 
nors  of  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba  were  commanded  to 
fend  him  fupplies,  and  to  give  him  all  poffible  affif- 
tance. 

Cortes  now  finding  himfelf  eftabliihed  in  his  com- 
mand, let  about  rebuilding  the  city  of  Mexico ;  align- 
ed places  for  erecting  churches  and  public  edifices ; 
laid  out  market  places  ^  divided  the  beft  part  of  the 
ground  among  the  Spaniards,  and  the  reft  among 
the  natives. 

Ail  his  conquefls  could  not  however  procure  him 
a  peaceable  ellablifhmciit.  He  was  in  danger  from 
the  intrigues  of  the  In  ians,  who,  from  a  love  of  li- 
berty, were  defirous  of  rec  .vering  their  country,  and 
driving  out  or  extirpating  the  Spaniards  :  and  xherc- 
fore  in  1527,  he  hanged  the  emperor  Guatimozin, 
and  two  other  Indian  princes,  whom  he  had  detefted 
in  a  confpiracy  againft  him.  Sometimes  he  was  cx- 
pofed  to  danger,  by  his  own  countrymen  :  Chriftoval 
de  Olid,  who  had  behaved  fo  gallantly  in  the  war 
againft  the  Mexicans,  revolted  from  him ;  but  was 
foon  taken  off  by  a  violent  death.  Several  conlpira- 
cies  were  formed  to  murder  him  :  he  had  alfo  many 
enemies  in  Spain,  who  took  fuch  pains  to  prejudice 
the  emperor  Charles  V.  againft  him,  that  he  found  it 
j[iccefrary  to  return  thither,  in  order  to  juftify  his  con- 
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man  was  fo  ftruck,  that  he  expired  without  uttering 
any  further  complaint :  but  Cortes,  hearing  his  firft 
cries,  burft  into  the  apartment,  and  releafed  the  em^ 
peror  before  it  was  too  late ;  upon  which  occafion 
the  foldiers  themfelves  approved  his  condudb,  and 
blamed  the  treafurer's  barbarity.  No  diicovery  was 
however  made  by  this  inftanceof  cruelty.  They 
then  fearched  all  the  parts  of  the  lake  to  no  purpofe ; 
ranfacked  the  temples,  in  which  they  found  but  litde 
gold ;  and  tore  to  pieces  the  tombs,  in  which  a  fmall 
quantity  was  found,  which  Cortes,  in  order  to  pacify 
them,  divided  amongft  them. 

Thofe  provinces  or  the  Mexican  empire  that  were 
neareft  the  capital  immediately  fubmitted  -,  and  Ccmt- 
tes  having  received  intelligence  of  the  kingdom  of 
Mechoacan,  which  lay  to  the  weilward  of  Mexico, 
he  fent  Montano  with  three  other  Spaniards  as  am^ 
bafiadors  to  the  king>  who  at  firft  gave  them  an  in- 
different reception :  but  afterward  treated  them  with 
great  magnificence,  and  even  went  in  perfon  to  fa 
Cortes ;  who  foon  after  difpatchcd  Chrillophcr  dc 
Olid  with  an  army  to  take  pofTefHon  of  that  country ; 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  forced  the  king  to 
fly  for  fhtrlter  into  the  mountains. 

Cortes  upon  this  great  flow  of  fuccefs,  loft  that 
humanity  and  virtue  by  which  he  had  befofe  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf ;  difcovering  the  utmoft  haughtincls 
and  cruelty.  He  erefted  forts,  and  fent  Sandoval  to 
fubdue  the  countries  near  Tabafco  and  Tecountepcc 
on  the  North  fea,  while  he  fent  De  Alverado  with  a 
body  of  Spaniards  and  confederate  Indians,  to  take 
pofleflion  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  vale  of 
Guaxaca,  to  the  eaftward  of  Mexico. 

While  Cortes  was  thus  employed  in  reducing  an 
amazing  extent  of  country  to  the  obedience  of  Charles 
V.  emperor  and  king  of  Spain,  Chriftoval  de  Tapia 
arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  with  a  commiflion  from  that 
prince  to  command  all  the  new  conquefts :  but  he 
was  fo  threatened  and  terrified  by  the  garrifon  of  Vera 
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CruZt  that  he  wasglad  to  make  hU  efcapCt  and  leave 
the  general  in  pofleiSiQn  of  Meidco. 
.  Cortes  now  marched  m  perfon  into  the  province  oC 
Fanuco,  which  he  not  only  reduced  to  fubje6bion, 
but  had  the  inhunianity,  in  violation  of  the  laws  cf 
nature  and  nations,  to  divide  the  country  and  all  the 
Indian  inhabitants  .amongft  the  ofKcers  and  foldiers, 
who  treated  them  as  /laves ;  and  this  was  his  pra£l:ice 
in  every  province,  whether  the  people  voluntarily  fubi 
mitted  to  him,  or  were  compelled  to  it  by  force  :  but 
he  fent  fuch  rich  prefents  to  the  emperor,  that  nott 
withilanding  his  cruelty,  he  was  declared  captain^ 
general  and  governor  or  New  Spain  ;  and  the  gover- 
nors of  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba  were  commanded  to 
fend  him  fupplies,  and  to  give  him  all  poflible  afliC- 
tance. 

Cortes  now  finding  himfelf  efi:abliihed  in  his  com^ 
mand,  let  about  rebuilding  the  city  of  Ivlexico ;  affign- 
cd  places  for  erecting  churches  and  public  edifices ; 
laid  out  market  places  ;  divided  the  beft  part  of  the 
ground  among  the  Spaniards,  and  the  reft  among 
the  natives. 

Ail  his  conquefts  could  not  however  procure  him 
a  peaceable  eftabllfhment.  He  was  in  danger  from 
the  intrigues  of  the  In  ians,  who,  from  a  love  of  li- 
berty, were  defirous  of  rec 'Vering  their  country,  and 
driving  out  or  extirpating  the  Spaniards :  and  xhere- 
fore  in  1527,  he  hanged  the  empen)r  Guatimozin, 
and  two  other  Indian  princes,  whom  he  had  detefted 
in  a  confpiracy  againft  him.  Sometimes  he  was  ex- 
pofed  to  danger,  by  his  own  countrymen  :  Chriftoval 
ae  Olid,  who  had  behaved  fo  gallantly  in  the  war 
againft  the  Mexicans,  revolted  from  him ;  but  was 
foon  taken  off  by  a  violent  death.  Several  conlpira- 
cies  were  formed  to  murder  him  :  he  had  alfo  many 
enemies  in  Spain,  who  took  fuch  pains  to  prejudice 
the  emperor  Charles  V.  againft  him,  that  he  found  it 
jncceffary  to  return  thither,  in  order  to  juftify  his  con- 
dud. 
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dud.  AcoMxlingly  in  1528,  he  undertook  thatroy. 
age,  and  was  received  by  Charles  V.  widijgreac  re- 
fjpcA ;  diat  prince  gave  him  the  whole  vale  of^A  tri&o, 
with  die  towns  and  villages  upon  it  -,  conferred  on 
him  the  nde  of  Marquis  (^  the  vale  of  Guaxaca, 
and  to  compleat  his  favours,  procured  him  a  verjr  ho- 
nourable marriage. 

The  next  year  he  returned  to  Meidco  with  his 
lady  ;  but  afterward  being  involved  in  Ibme  difputes 
with  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  he,  in  die  year  1542, 
made  a  fecond  voyage  to  Spain  -,  where  he  died  in  a 
village  near  Seville,  called  Caftilleja  de  b  Cuefta,  on 
the  2d  of  December,  1554,  in  the  63d  year  of  his 
age ;  after  which  his  corpfe,  by  his  own  diredioi^ 
was  carried  to  New  Spain. 
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AS  we  are  now  entering  upon  another  curious,  but 
afFeding  narrative,  the  conquefl:  of  Peru ;  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  refume  the  account  of  the  difco- 
vcries  and  tranfadions  of  the  Spaniards,  with  which 
we  introduced  the  conqueft  of  Mexico, 

Vafquez  Nunez  de  Balboa,  having  eftablifhed  lum* 
felf  in  the  government,  of  Santa  Maria,  as  has  been 
already  related  j  immediately  contrived  to  make  the 
bcft  ufc  of  the  great  power  he  had  obtained,  in  order 
to  extend  the  difcoveries,  and  acquire  more  gold : 
this  he  forefaw  would  prove  the  only  ^fFeftual  means 
of  fecuring  a  continuance  in  that  elevation,  to  which 
he  had  in  lo  extraordinary  a  manner  rifen. 

His  firft  care  was  to  fecure  the  needful  fupplies  for 
the  colony ;  and  for  this  purpofe  he  ifent  his  friend 
Valdivia  to  Hifpaniola,  to  prevail  on  the  governor 
and  council  to  fumiih  him  and  his  people  with  all 
thev  wanted :  and  fent  his  collegue  Zamudio  dire&ly 
to  Spain  to  inform  the  court  of  their  fituation,  and 
of  the  great  probability  there  was  of  their  being  able  to 
make  confiderable  difcoveries  and  conquelb.  He  gave 
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Valdivia  a  confiderable  quantity  of  gold,  which  he 
defired  him  to  prdent  to  the  king's  treafurer-general 
at  St.  Domingo,  who  had  a  great  interell  with  the 
Spanilh  miniftFy. 

At  this  time  many  Indians,  under  pretence  of  traf- 
ficking with  the  Spaniards,  reforted  to  Darien  to  ob- 
ferve  whether  they  were  going  away,  or  what  were 
their  defigns ;  and  to  induce  them  to  be  gone,  per- 
fuaded  them  that  there  was  much  gold  and  plenty  of 
provifions  in  the  province  of  Coyba,  which  was  at  30 
leagues  diftance.  Upon  this  Nunez  dc  Balboa  fcnt 
Francis  Pizarro  with  fix  men  to  difcover  the  country  ^ 
who  having  travelled  three  leagues  up  the  river,  weit 
attacked  by  400  Indians :  but  after  a  (hort  engage- 
ment, in  which  about  100  of  the  Indians  were  kil* 
led,  the  reft  were  put  to  flight,  and  the  Spaniards 
returned  to  Darien. 

Nunez  now  fent  two  brigantines  for  the  Spaniards 
who  had  been  left  at  Nombre  de  Dios.  Thele  veflels 
failing  along  the  coaft,  reached  a  port  belonging  to 
the  cacique  of  Coyba,  where  two  Spaniards  entirely 
naked  and  painted  red  came  to  them.  Thefe  and 
another  perion  had  a  year  and  a  half  before  made 
their  efcapc  from  Nicuefla's  fhip,  to  avoid  the  punilh- 
ment  due  for  fome  crime  they  had  committed;  and 
putting  themfelves  into  the  hands  of  the  cacique 
Careta,  were  kindly  treated :  but  not  agreeing  among 
themfelves,  one  of  them,  whofe  name  was  Juan 
Alonzo,  dangeroufly  wounded  the  other  -,  whereupon 
the  cacique  admiring  him  for  his  bravery,  made  nim 
commander  of  his  torces,  in  a  war  in  which  he  was 
then  engaged,  and  'would  do  nothing  without  his 
advice. 

Thefe  two  men  were  highly  acceptable  to  tliofc  in 
the  brigantines :  they  oblerved  iJhat  the  couDtry 
abounded  in  gold ;  and  that  if  Nunez  would  invade 
it,  they  Ihould  all  obtain  great  riches.  Upon  this 
advice  it  was  agreed,  that  one  of  them  fliould  go  to 
Santa  Maria,  10  vnfoYrcv  Nuticz  of  the  ftate  of  the 
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country,  and  that  the  other  fhould  ftay  to  be  fer- 
viceable  as  occafion  fhould  ofier. 

When  the  brigantines  returned  to  Santa  Maria, 
Nunez  was  much  pleafed  with  the  intelligence  they 
brought  of  this  rich  country,  at  his  having  Spanifh 
interpreters,  who  underftood  the  language  of  the  na- 
tives ;  and  having  fent  back  the  brigantines,  to  bring 
away  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards  from  Nombre  de  Dios^ 
(as  they  had  been  unable  to  take  them  all  before)  he 
chofe  1 30  of  the  braveft  of  his  men,  who  on  the  re- 
turn of  the  brigantines,  fet  out  with  a  fufficient  fup- 
ply  of  arms  and  proviflons  in  iearch  of  the  cacique 
Careta,  who  lived  at  30  leagues  diftance. 

This  cacique  not  fupplying  them,  Nunez  took  him 
and  his  family  prifoners,  and  pillaged  his  town.  But  the 
cacique,  to  regain  his  liberty,  promifed  all  he  required, 
and  oflfered  N  unez  his  daughter  for  a  wife  ;  who  ac* 
crated  her,  kept  her  as  a  miftrefs,  and  grew  very  fond 
of  her. 

Careta  foon  after  informed  his  guefts,  that  he  had 
a  neighbour,  whofe  name,  as  well  as  that  of  his  coun- 
try,  was  Comagre  :  that  he  lived  in  greater  fplendor 
than  any  other  cacique,  and  was  very  defirous  of  be- 
ing acquainted  with  the  Spaniards.  As  the  domi- 
nions of  this  prince  were  large  and  fruitful,  Careta 
defired  Nunez  to  pay  him  a  vifit,  and  offered  to  ac- 
company him. 

On  their  airival  at  the  palace  of  Comagre,  they 
found  that  it  was  a  large  wooden  building,  150  yards. 
in  length,  and  80  in  breadth,  furroiinded  with  a  good 
ftone  walL  The  reception  they  met  with  was  equal- 
ly kind  and  hofpitable  •,  Comagre  and  his  fons  dif- 
covering,  in  their  convcrfation,  a  knowledge  and  po- 
litenefs,  much  fuperior  to  any  of  the  Indians  they 
had  hitherto  met  with. 

Comagre's  eldeft  fon,  being  particularly  defirous 
of  obliging  his  guefts,  caufi^d  feveral  pieces  of  gold, 
that  were  valuable  both  for  their  workmanftiip  and 
finene&,  to  be  brought  -,  and  this  gold,  which  y(^voJ\. 
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cd  about  4000  pieces  of  eight,  with  70  flayfs^  htf 
gave  to  Nunez  and  Colmenares,  who  immediately  biS 
gan  to  weigh  it,  in  order  to  fct  apart  the  fifth  of  the 
gold  for  the  king,  and  to  divide  the  reft  among 
themfelves :  but  fome  of  the  men  quarrelling  about 
the  beft  and  largeft  pieces,  the  young  prin(:e  ran  to 
the  fcales,  and  ftriking  them  with  his  double  fiftj 
threw  all  the  gold  upon  the  ground;  faying,  thai 
they  need  not  fall  out  about  fucn  a  trifle :  but  if  they 
were  fo  fond  of  it  as  to  difturb  peaceable  nations^ 
and  leave  their  native  country  to  obtain  it,  he  would 
(hew  them  a  province  where  they  might  have  as  miich 
as  their  hearts  could  wi(h ;  but  that  there  muft  titz 
greater  number  of  them,  as  they  were  to  oppofe  a 
monarch  who  defended  his  dominions  with  great 
bravery.  This  was  the  firft  intimation  given  them  of 
the  extenfive  country  of  Peru  -,  whither  he  offered  to 
accompany  them. 

After  a  fhort  ftay  in  the  dominions  of  Comagrt, 
Nunez  de  Balboa  returned  to  his  government  of  Santa 
Mana,  in  order  to  confider  at  his  leifure  of  the  pro- 
percfl  means  of  making  thefe  important  difcoveries. 

Valdivia  had  by  this  time  returned  from  Hifpaniola, 
with  the  ftrongell  aflurances,  tliat  Diego  Columbus 
would  give  him  fufficient  fupport.  This  induced 
Nunez  to  fend  him  over  a  fecond  time ;  but  the  vefleli 
in  attempting  to  fail  back  to  Hifpaniola,  was  unfor- 
tunately ihipwrecked  in  her  paflage  on  the  coaft  of 
Yucatan,  and  the  men  were  quickly  furrounded  and 
made  prifoners  by  the  natives,  who  cruelly  (acrificed 
them  to  their  idols :  two  only  efcaping,  one  of  whom 
was  that  Aguilar,  who  was  of  fuch  great  ufe  to  Cortes. 

Nunez  Balboa  was  greatly  afHiAed  at  the  news  of 
this  event ;  and  to  prevent  the  ill  confequence  that 
might  arife  from  it,  had  fome  thoughts  of  going  to 
Spain  :  but  this  the  colony  would  not  fufler,  and  he 
had  foon  fufficient  reafon  to  believe  that  they  judged 
right  •,  for  by  the  difpatches  he  received  from  Zamu- 
dio  he  was  iivformed,  that  Encilo  had  t^  inccnfed 
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the  court  ag^nft  him,  that  there  was  no  perfuading 
the  mtnifters,  that  he  was  not  a  villain,  who  had  in 
the  higheft  degree  trampled  upon  the  ro^^  autho- 
rity. 

.  Nunez  de  Balboa,  having  conlldered  the  contents 
of  thefe  letters,  plainly  faw,  that  nothing  could  re* 
ftore  his  character  in  Spain,  but  making  immediate 
ufe  of  the  informations  he  had  received,  by  perfeft- 
irig  his  difcoveries  of  larger  and  richer  countries  thaa 
hitherto  the  Spaniards  had  been  acquainted  with. 
This  he  judged  would  cover  all  his  pad:  faults,  and 
atone  for  every  irregularity  he  had  committed ;  and 
therefore,  without  communicating  to  the  colony  any 
of  the  particulars  contained  in  his  difpatches,  he  per- 
fuaded  them  to  engage  in  fuch  an  expedition,  as  the 
imoft  likely  means  of  rendering  them  all  rich  and 
happy :  upon  which  they  gladly  embraced  this  pro- 
pofsd. 

On  this  plan  they  failed  from  Santa  Maria  about 
the  middle  of  September,  151^,  as  far  as  the  terri- 
tories of  the  cacique  Careta,  who  received  Nunez  in 
a  very  friendly  manner.  He  there  left  one  of  his 
brigantines  and  a  canoe,  and  advanced  toward  the 
mountains  belonging  to  Ponca,  attended  by  a  body 
of  Careta*s  fubjeds.  The  cacique  Ponca  being  fooa 
informed  of  the  approach  of  the  Spaniards,  hid  him- 
fclf ;  when  Nunez  fent  fome  of  the  Indians  belong- 
ing to  Careta  to  afTure  him  that  he  had  nothing  to 
fear,  and  that  he  only  defired  his  friendfhip :  upon 
which  Ponca  came  to  meet  him  with  a  prefent  of 
gold,  to  the  value  of  1 1  o  pefos,  which  was  all  he 
'  had.  Nunez  being  fcnfible  of  the  neceflity  of  leav- 
ing no  enemy  behind  him,  received  the  cacique  with 
much  joy  ;  and  gave  him  a^bundance  of  beads,  hawk's- 
bells,  looking-glaflcs ;  and  what  thefe  Indians  mod 
valued,  fome  iron  axes:  and  then  alkcd  him  for 
guides,  and  men  to  carry  burdens  up  the  moun- 
tains. 

Vol.  I.  A  ^  The 
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The  cacique  readily  granted  all  he  defined  5  aai 
having  fupplied  him  with  plenty  of  provifions,  the 
Spaniards  marched  into  the  doriiinions  of  the  great 
lord  named  Quarcqua,  who  was  prepared  to  oppofe 
them.  The  Indians  met  the  Spaniards,  afking  what 
they  came  for,  and  ordering  them  to  proceed  no 
farther ;  but  obferving  that  they  paid  little  regard  to 
what  they  faid,  the  cacique  himfclf  came  forward^ 
cloathed  in  cotton,  with  Ibme  of  his  principal  men, 
all  the  reft  being  entirely  naked,  and  immediately 
attacked  the  Spaniards  with  dreadful  cries.  Nunez 
inftantly  ordered  his  foldiers  to  difcharge  their  fire- 
locks and  crofs-bows,  upon  which  fomc  dropped  down 
dead :  when  the  Indians  feeing  the  fire,  and  hearing 
the  report,  naturally  concluded  that  the  Spaniards 
ufed  thunder  and  lightning,  and  had  a  fupemarural 
power  to  deftroy  them  ;  and  therefore  flcrd  in  the  ut- 
moft  conftcrnation.  The  Spaniards  purfued,  fetcing 
their  dogs  upon  them,  which  tore  fomc  of  them  in 
pieces,  while  the  Spaniards  made  a  great  flaughter 
with  their  fwords.  In  this  engagement  the  cacique 
himfelf  was  killed,  with  about  600  of  his  people  1 
fome  were  taken,  and  the  town  was  plundered,  in 
which  the  conquerors  found  a  confiderable  quanciTf 
of  gold. 

As  fome  of  the  Spaniards  were  now  grown  fickly 
with  hunger  and  fatigue,  Nunez  left  mem  in  the 
town,  which  belonged  to  the  late  cacique,  where  he 
took  frelh  guides,  and  men  to  carry  burdens,  dit 
miffing  thofc  who  belonged  to  Careta.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded toward  the  top  of  the  mountains,  which  wai 
at  the  diltahce  of  about  fix  days  journey  ;  but  in  this 
progrefs  he  fpent  twenty-five,  on  account  of  the  rug- 
gcdncfs  cf  the  way,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
provilions.  At  length  Nunez  having  notice  given 
him,  that  uvjy  were  near  the  fummit,  he  command- 
ed his  men  to  halt,  and  going  up  alone  faw  the  South 
Sea  J  which  he  no  fooner  viewed,  than  falling  on  his 
knees,   he  returned  thanks  to  heaven  for  being  the 
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Brft  who  had  feen  it.  This  done,  he  called  his  men, 
and  again  falling  on  his  knees,  they  followed  his  ex- 
ample, while  the  Indians  Hood  amazed  at  feeing  fuch 
cxprefhons  of  joy  and  wonder.  Nunez  then  extol- 
led the  intelligence  given  him  by  Comagre's  fon^ 
promiling  his  men  wealth  and  happinefs :  they  be- 
lieved all  he  faid  ^  for  he  was  extremely  beloved,  on 
^countof  his  bravery,  his  compaflion  for  thefick 
^d  wounded,  and  his  making  no  difference  between 
himfelf  and  the  meaneft  foldier.  He  then  caufed  a 
certificate  to  be  drawn  of  his  taking  poileflion  of 
that  fea,  and  every  thing  in  it,  for  the  crown  of 
ICaftile ;  in  teftimony  of  which  he  cut  down  timber, 
creded  crofles,  raifed  heaps  of  (tones,  and  cut  the 
king  of  Spain's  name  on  fome  of  the  trees.  This 
being  done,  he  refolved  to  go  down  the  mountains 
u^  the  fea  coaft. 

.  On  their  reaching  the  fhore,  the  Spanilh  comman- 
der marched  on,  armed  as  he  was,  till  the  water  took 
him  up  to  the  middle  i  and  then  caufed  a  notary  to 
draw  up  an  inftrument,  importing  that  he  had  taken 
poileflion  of  that  fea,  its  coafts,  ^«jid  the  idands  in  ir, 
ih  behalf  of  the  crown  of  Caftile ;  at  which  ceremony 
the  Indians  were  very  juftly  amazed. 

Nunez  Balboa  at  length  obferving  a  large  bay  of 
the  fea,  refolved  to  navigate  it ;  and  therefore  dcfired 
the  Indians  to  furnilh  him  with  canoes,  which  they 
did,  and  offered  to  accompany  him,  though  they 
at  the  fame  time  advifed  him  to  fufpend  this  attempt, 
as  the  rains  were  coming  on,  and  the  bay  was  far 
from  being  fafe  •,  but  he  obftinately  refufed  to  com- 
ply with  this  advice,  and  embarked  with  fourfcore 
Spaniards,  together  with  Chiapes,  a  principal  man 
among  the  Indians,  and  fome  of  his  attendants,  on 
board  nine  canoes. 

They  weighed  anchor  on  the  29th  of  September, 
for  which  reafon  he  called  it  St.  Michael's  Bay  •,  but 
when  they  were  at  fome  diftance  from  the  land,  the 
waves  began  to  fwell  fo  high,  that  Nunez  te^t.xw\sA 
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The  cacique  readily  granted  all  he  defined ;  and 
having  fuppUed  him  with  plenty  of  provifions^  the 
Spaniards  marched  into  the  dorfiinions  of  the  great 
lord  named  Quarcqua,  who  was  prepared  to  oppofe 
them.  The  Indians  met  the  Spaniards,  afking  what 
they  came  for,  and  ordering  them  to  proceed  no 
farther ;  but  obferving  that  they  paid  little  regard  to 
what  they  faid,  the  cacique  himfclf  came  forward, 
cloathed  in  cotton,  with  Ibme  of  his  principal  men, 
all  the  reft  being  entirely  naked,  and  immediately 
attacked  the  Spaniards  with  dreadful  cries.  Nunez 
inftantly  ordered  his  foldiers  to  difcharge  their  fire- 
locks and  crofs-bows,  upon  which  fomc  dropped  down 
dead  ;  when  the  Indians  feeing  the  fire,  and  hearing 
the  report,  naturally  concluded  that  the  Spaniards 
ufed  thunder  and  lightning,  and  had  a  fupcmatural 
power  to  deftroy  them  -,  and  therefore  fled  in  the  ut- 
moft  confternation.  The  Spaniards  purfued,  fetting 
their  dogs  upon  them,  which  tore  fome  of  them  in 
pieces,  while  the  Spaniards  made  a  great  flaughter 
with  their  fwords.  In  this  engagement  the  cacique 
himfelf  was  killed,  with  about  600  of  his  people) 
fome  were  taken,  and  the  town  was  plundered,  in 
which  the  conquerors  found  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  gold. 

As  fome  of  the  Spaniards  were  now  grown  fickly 
wth  hunger  and  fatigue,  Nunez  left  them  in  the 
town,  which  belonged  to  the  late  cacique,  where  he 
took  frelh  guides,  and  men  to  carry  burdens,  dif- 
miffing  thofc  who  belonged  to  Careta.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded toward  the  top  of  the  mountains,  which  was 
at  the  dillahce  of  about  fix  days  journey  ;  but  in  this 
progrefs  he  fpent  twenty-five,  on  account  of  the  rug- 
gednefs  of  the  way,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
provifions.  At  length  Nunez  having  notice  given 
him,  that  they  were  near  the  fummit,  he  command- 
ed his  men  to  halt,  and  going  up  alone  faw  the  South 
Sea  J  which  he  no  fooner  viewed,  than  falling  on  his 
knees,   he  returned  thanks  to  heaven  for  being  the 

firft 


GOLDEN  CASTILE.  355 

Brft  who  had  feen  it.  This  done,  he  called  his  men, 
and  again  falling  on  his  knees,  they  followed  his  ex- 
ample, while  the  Indians  Hood  amazed  at  feeing  fuch 
cxpreffions  of  joy  and  wonder.  Nunez  then  extol- 
led the  intelligence  given  him  by  Comagre's  fon, 
promifmg  his  men  wealth  and  happinefs :  they  be- 
lieved all  he  faid  5  for  he  was  extremely  beloved,  on 
^countofhis  bravery,  his  compaflion  for  the  fick 
and  wounded,  and  his  making  no  difference  between 
himfelf  and  the  meaneft  Ibldier,  He  then  caufed  a 
certificate  to  be  drawn  of  his  taking  pofleflion  of 
ithat  fea,  and  every  thing  in  it,  for  the  crown  of 
taftile ;  in  teftimony  of  which  he  cut  down  timber, 
crefted  croffes,  raifed  heaps  of  ftones,  and  cut  the 
king  of  Spain's  name  on  fome  of  the  trees.  This 
being  done,  he  refolved  to  go  down  the  mountains 
U^  the  fea  coaft. 

.  On  their  reaching  the  fhore,  the  Spanifh  comman- 
der marched  on,  armed  as  he  was,  till  the  water  took 
hini  up  to  the  middle  i  and  then  caufed  a  notary  to 
draw  up  an  inftrument,  importing  that  he  had  taken 
pofleflion  of  that  fea,  its  coafts,  "Uid  the  idands  in  ir, 
iii  behalf  of  the  crown  of  Caftile  -,  at  which  ceremony 
the  Indians  were  very  juftly  amazed. 

Nunez  Balboa  at  length  obferving  a  large  bay  of 
the  fea,  refolved  to  navigate  it  -,  and  therefore  defined 
the  Indians  to  furnilh  him  with  canoes,  which  they 
did,  and  ofiered  to  accompany  him,  though  they 
at  the  fame  time  advifed  him  to  fufpend  this  attempt, 
^s  the  rains  were  coming  on,  and  the  bay  was  far 
from  being  fafe  •,  but  he  obftinately  refufed  to  com- 
Ay  with  this  advice,  and  embarked  wich  fourfcore 
Spaniards,  together  with  Chiapes,  a  principal  man 
among  tl\e  Indians,  and  fom^  of  his  attendants,  on 
board  nine  canoes. ' 

They  weighed  anchor  on  the  29th  of  September, 
for  which  reafon  he  called  it  St.  Michael's  Bay ;  but 
when  they  were  at  fome  diftance  from  the  land,  the 
waves  began  to  fwell  fo  high,  that  Nunez  repented 
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appearance  of  reafon,  that  the  fianal  fcrvices  he  had  per- 
forrr.rd,  rendered  it  impOiT;ble  for  the  minifters  to  deny 
that  he  had  made  amends  for  any  indifcretions  into 
whi(  h  he  had  fallen.  He  therefore  refolved  to  fend  an- 
other a;/ent  to  Spain  with  the  king's  money,  and  with 
more  confrlcrable  prcfcnts  than  it  v/as  in  his  power  to 
fend  by  the  former :  On  this  important  meflag^  he 
font  Pelro  Abolanchos,  a  perfbn  of  capacity,  and 
what  was  flili  of  greater  confequence,  of  unlhaken 
integrity  and  fidelity. 

On  this  pcrfon's  arrival  at  court,  he  applied  him- 
felf  to  the  famous  bifliop  of  Burgos,  who  received 
Ills  letters  with  civility  j  which  changed  into  the 
grcaicil  kindnefs  and  friendfhip,  upon  his  feeing  the 
pearls  and  gold  fcnt  him  by  Nunez :  for  thefe  fully 
convinced  him  of  his  innocence,  and  of  his  being  a 
good  and  faithful  officer.     He  therefore  took  great 

Iiains  t')  vindicate  him  to  king  Ferdinand^  who  had 
litherlo  a  great  avcrfion  to  Nunez  de  Balboa :  but 
the  favours  of  this  prelate  came  too  late  ;  for  he  him- 
fclf  had  already  done  this  unhappy  man  fuch  an  in- 
jury, as  he  was  unable  to  repair.  It  was  a  maxim 
with  this  bifliop,  that  nothing  was  fo  dangerous,  as 
ruilcring  the  great  men  who  made  difcoveries  in  Ame- 
rica to  pcrl'oil  them  ;  and  therefore,  as  foon  as  they 
had  0|xrncd  the  road  to  the  new  countries,  and  had 
overcome  the  firft,  which  are  always  the  greateft  dif- 
ficulties, /it  was  liis  conlhuit  method  to  fend  fomc  of 
his  own  creatures  to  ro;:p  ihc  fruits  of  their  labours. 
Before  the  arrival  of  Nunezes  a^ent,  he  had  chofen 
lVdrv>  Arias  d'  Avila  governor  of  C::frllio  del  Oro; 
whom  the  Spanilh  w  rircrs,  by  joining  his  two  firft 
namc$,  commonly  callcvl  Pedrarias.  He  W2s  a  nun 
of  birth,  ,'nd  of  a  court  eJucirion ;  bu:  proud, 
hAr.^l..',  inllnccrc,  b^roirous  an.l  v.:::j:1-,  cri:el  bc- 
Xv^iv.  cxprxMv.on  :  and  or.?  w!:.^  :hoi:g!.:  th?  only  cosi- 
j>cn4;;:\-.i  i:u:  could  bo  ro.vc  for  leivL-.g  his  retire 
coup.iiY.  v,;^  his  r.iifipo  a  ^  i:':  iV'ivj^.e.  Wc  hsvc  his 
ci.Arac';;*:  vl:i\\.:  to  the  l::r,  bv  :he  hiri  c:  :he  hu- 
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mane  and  worthy  bifhop  of  Chiapa,  who  rq>rerents 
him  as  the  wickcdefl  monfter  that  was  ever  fent  into 
thofe  parts. 

This  new  governor  failed  from  Spain,  on  the  12th' 
of  April  1 5 1 4,  with  a  fleet  of  fifteen  fail ;  on  board 
of  which  were  2000  foldiers,  a  fryar,  John  de  Quc- 
vedo,  who,  before  his  departure,  had  been  confe- 
crated  bifhop  of  Darien  •,  with  many  other  perfons  in- 
great  offices :  among  whom  was  Encifo,  the  mortal 
enemy  of  Nunez,  who  was  Pedrarias's  provoft  mar- 
Ihal.  This  fleet  arrived  in  the  gulph  of  Uraba,  in 
the  latter  end  of  July,  and  from  thence  proceeded 
to  Santa  Maria,  where  the  commander  was  received 
with  all  imaginary  reipe6t  by  Nunez  de  Balboa. 

Pedrarias  was  very  much  furprized  at  the  late  go- 
vernor's appearance,  and  at  the  ftate  in  which  he 
found  the  colony;  There  was  indeed  a  very  ftrong 
fort,  and  450  brave  fellows  to  defend  it ;  but  Nunez's 
houfe  conlifted  but  of  three  rooms,  and  his  drefs  corre- 
fponded  with  his  dwelling :  he  had  a  pair  of  canvais 
drawers,  and  a  cotton  waiftcoat  over  his  fliirt,  and 
that  was  all.  His  diet  was  of  3  piece  with  the  reft  5 
for  a  joint  of  roaft  pork,  fome  greens  and  fruit,  were 
all  his  table  afforded :  at  which  no  other  liquor  was 
drank  than  good  fpring  water.  Such  were  the  man- 
ners of  this  conqueror,  who  fared  no  better  than  the 
meaneil  of  his  foldiers ;  but  there  was  no  murmur- 
ing, no  cpmplaints :  he  maintained  his  authority  by 
the  means  he  acquired  it,  that  is,  by  his  merit,  while 
his  foldiers  loved  and  feared  him  as  a  father.  His 
only  fault  was  his  ambition,  that  had  led  him  to  do 
fome  unwarrantable  things,  in  order  to  obtain  power; 
but  when  he  had  once  acquired  it,  none  ufcd  it  bet- 
ter. His  accounts  were  clear-,  he  made  good  every 
Eoint  he  had  written  to  Spain,  and  proved  that  he 
ad  opened  a  paflTage  to  the  South  Seas :  in  return 
for  which  good  fervices,  Pedrarias  committed  him 
clofe  prifoner  to  the  cuftody  of  Encifo,  and  did  not 
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fee  him  at  liberty,   till  he  had  fined  him  in  abofC 
half  his  fortune. 

In  order  to  juftify  this  proceeding,  he  fcnt  o?cr  a 
Very  falfc  reporc  to  the  court  of  Spain,  dpcftiiig 
that  this  would  have  procured  him  authority  for  go- 
ing greater  lengths ;  but  he  was  milhken.  He  had 
brought  over  fome  honeft  men  with  him,  who  ven- 
tured to  fend  the  naked  truth  to  court,  and  it  met 
with  all  the  credit  it  dcfervcd. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  reprefentations,  Pedrarias  re- 
ceived frelh  advices  from  his  majefty,  in  which  the 
king  declared,  that  he  was  perfe<^ly  latisfied  vath 
the  conduct  of  Nunez  de  Balboa,  and  had  created 
him  lord- lieutenant  of  the  countries  on  the  South  Seas: 
that  his  majefty  expe£i;ed  that  the  governor  flxnikl 
take  his  advice  ;  and  that  the  meafure  of  his  obedi- 
ence to  his  royal  orders  would  appear  from  the  re- 
fpedt  he  ihewed  to  Nunez  de  Balboa.  Pedrarias 
equally  difpleafed  and  difappointed,  took  care  to  coo- 
ceal  his  inftrudions;  and,  like  a  true  courtier,  it- 
Iblved  in  appearance  to  conform  to  his  maftei^s  or- 
ders, but  in  efTed  to-  dilbbey  them,  and  to  leave  no 
means  untried  to  procure  the  deftrudioh  of  the  man 
he  hated.   * 

In  order  to  leflcn  the  charafler  of  his  predeceflbr 
and  to  raife  his  own,  Pedrarias  fent  feveral  of  his  of- 
ficers to  make  excurfions  into  the  country,  which  he 
thought  mull  produce  new  difcoveries,  as  indeed  they 
did  -,  but  thefe  were  neither  to  the  advantage  of  the 
colony,  nor  to  the  cf own  of  Spain,  fince  they  only 
contributed  to  (hew  the  avarice  and '  cruelty  of  the 
Spaniards  in  the  mod  glaring  light.  His  officers 
knew  that  the  only  method  to  obtsun  his  favour  and 
protedion,  was  to  make  him  large  prefents,  and  to 
^under  all  the  caciques  without  mercy  -,  fo  that  in  a 
few  months  time,  that  reputation  for  honefty  and 
kind  ufage,  which  Nunez  de  Balboa  had  been  atibme 
pains  to  eftabJilh,  was  entirely  loft,  and  a  war  be- 
tween 
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twetn  them  and  the  natives  broke  out  afrelh  with 

E eater  fury  than  ever ;  (0  that  there  were  no  greac 
pes  of  his  making  any  progrcfs :  which  when  he 
came  ferioufly  to  confider,  he  entered  upon  a  new 
fcheme  -,  and  by  the  afliftance  of  bilhop  Quevedo  be- 
came reconciled  to  Nunez,  who  very  fincerely  applied 
himfelf  as  formerly  to  the  public  fervice,  and  that 
with  his  ufual  fuccefs. 

This,  however,  only  fervcd  to  raifc  the  envy  of 
Pedrarias,  even  thoueh  he  had  promifed  to  give  Nu- 
nez his  daughter,  and  publickly  called  and  treated 
him  as  his  fon.  He  had  employed  him  in  raifing  a 
town,  eftablifhingafort,  and  buildingihipson  the  South 
Seas :  all  which,  with  incredible  labour  and  fatigue, 
he  at  length  accompliihed ;  and  this  added  to  the 
sreat  reputation  he  had  before  acquired.  Pedrarias 
feeing  this,  and  finding  that  moft  of  the  people  in 
this  government  were  inclined  to  remove,  and  fettle 
in  the  town  built  by  Nunez  de  Balboa,  as  foon  as  it 
Ihould  be  iinifhed  ;  refolved  no  longer  to  delay  re- 
moving out  of  the  way  a  man,  whofe  fuperiority  be- 
came more  and  more  confpicuous.  For  this  purpofe  he 
fent  for  him  to  Santa  Maria,  and  commenced  a  frefh 
profccution  againft  him,  on  the  fame  pretences  for 
which  he  had  fined  him  before  j  to  which  he  had 
added  another  very  extraordinary  accufation,  a  trea- 
ibnablc  intention  to  ufurp  the  king's  domain,  founded 
upon  nothing  more  than  his  having  cut  down,  with- 
out the  governor's  licence,  fome  timber  for  erc6ting 
public  edifices  :  and  to  the  amazement  of  the  colony, 
and  the  terror  of  the  inhabitants,  he  upon  this  charge 
condemned  him  to  fuffcr  death ;  and  actually  caufed 
this  unfortunate  gentleman  to  be  publickly  beheaded. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  Vafquez  Nunez  de  Balboa, 
who  in  the  42d  year  of  his  age  fuficred  as  a  traitor 
for  having  ferved  his  grince  with  too  much  zeal  and 
fidelity.  This  happened  in  the  year  1517,  and  in 
the  third  of  Pcdrarias's  government.  The  royal  au- 
dience at  St,  Domingo,   however,  condemned  thi^ 
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aftion  as  a  downright  n.urder;  but  Pcdrarias  docs 
not  feem  to  have  l>ren  ever  called  to  an  account  for 
it :  but  on  t-he  contrary  was  perm i: red  to  go  on  in 
the  fame  bafe  and  barbarous  track  for  many  years  to- 
gether. 

Having  thus,  at  the  expence  of  law  and  juftice, 
freed  himfelf  from  a  man  whom  he  at  once  both 
feared  and  hated,  Pedrarias  rcfolved  to  fettle  a  co- 
lony on  the  coaft  of  the  South  Seas,  though  that 
place,  from  the  heat  and  moiilure  of  the  adjacent 
country,  was  very  unwholfome ;  but  it  was  a  place 
commodious  for  trade,  and  very  convenient  for  form- 
ing new  dtfcoveries.  He  there  built  a  palace,  and 
made  it  the  feat  of  his  government  -,  which  inducii^ 
others  to  chufe  it  for  the  place  of  their  refidence,  it 
foon  increafed  in  the  nutnber  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
was  pretty  well  fortified. 

This  city,  which  received  the  name  of  Panama,  is 
but  of  fmall  circumference,  on  account  of  a  morafi 
that  inclofes  it  on  one  fide ;  and  the  damps,  which 
arifc  from  the  morafs,  render  the  place  fo  very  un- 
healthy, that  there  are  few  inhabitants,  except  trad- 
ers, who  generally  flay  there  no  longer  than  is  ne- 
ceiTary  to  acquire  a  a  fufficient  fortune  to  enable  them 
to  leave  it.  The  rivers  in  its  neighbourhood  afibrd- 
ed  great  quantities  of  gold  when  the  city  was  firft 
built ;  but  neither  wheat  nor  barley  grow  within  itt 
neighbourhood :  however  it  is  fupplied  with  maize 
from  Peru.  Both  the  rivers  and  the  fea  abound  with 
fifli ;  and  near  the  houies  along  the  coaft  are  vaft 
quantities  of  cockles,  on  which  account  the  Spaniards 
fuppoie  Pedrarias  chofe  this  fpot,  as  they  would  be 
fome  fupply  in  time  of  fcarcity.  In  the  rivers  of 
this  province  are  vaft  numbers  of  alligators  of  a 
monftrous  fize*  which  have  devoured  many  of  the 
Spaniards  and  Indians. 

But  to  return ;  though  Pedrarias  had  a  ftrong  de- 
fire  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  by  doing  ibmething  great, 
}rct  in  the  Ipace  of  eight  or  nine  years  he  did  bide 
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or  nothing ;  for  his,  vices  defeated  his  fchemes,  and 
rendered  all  his  undertakings  abortive.  But  by  the 
grievous  lextorcions  he  committed  among  the  caciques 
who  had  fubmitted  to  the  Spaniards,  and  with  the 
gold  he  forced  from  them,  he  maintained  fo  great  an 
mtereft  at  court  -,  that  notwithftanding  every  enter- 
prize  in  which  he  engaged  was  attended  with  lois, 
yet  every  new  projedt  he  fent  over  was  approved  and 
applauded. 

This  was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  no  man  ever 
met  with  more  oppofition  than  he  did :  for  on  the 
one  hand,  he  was  hated  to  the  laft  degree  by  the  In- 
dians ;  for  whofe  fake  the  bilbop  of  Chiapa  had  the 
humanity  to  go  in  perfbn  to  Madrid  to  folicit  relief. 
l*hc  Spani(h  officers,  who  were  uneafy  under  his  go- 
vernment, fent  home  a  true  reprefentation  of  his  con- 
duct ;  which  was  fuch  as  would  have  ruined  the  for- 
tune of  any  other  man.  Beiide  all  this,  he  was 
upon  very  bisid  terms  with  the  royal  audience  at  St. 
Domingo ;  which  was  then,  what  it  flill  is,  the  fu- 
preme  tribunal  in  the  Weft  Indies :  and  the  chief 
reafon  for  removing  the  feat  of  his  government  from 
Santa  Maria  to  Panama,  was  that  he  might  be  farther 
out  of  their  reach. 

However,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1526, 
the  court  of  Spain,  wearied  with  continual  complaints 
againft  him,  was  at  length  refolved  to  fend  him  a 
fucceflbr.  Pedrarias  was  inforrjcd  of  this  refolution ; 
and  as  he  knew  no  means  of  avoiding  his  coming, 
and  was  very  loth  to  part  with  his  power,  he  began 
to  caft  about  in  his  mind  where  to  find  another  cftab- 
lifhment.  There  was  only  one  expedition  under  any 
of  his  creatures  which  had  met  with  fuccefs ;  and 
that  was  the  conqueft  of  Nicaragua  by  Francis  Her- 
nandez, who  afted  under  his  licence ;  and  the  go- 
vernor had  alfo  been  at  fbme  expence  in  fitting  him 
out.  He  refolved  therefore  to  retire  into  this  coun- 
try, in  order  to  fccure  it  for  himfclf,  though  it  of 
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right  belonged  to  him  who  had  fubdued  it ;  md  aUb 
to  avoid  delivering  up  his  province  to  his  fucceflbr 
in  perfon,  for  fear  he  (hould  treat  him  as  he  himfelf 
had  done  Nunez.  One  would  have  imagined,  that 
when  his  affairs  were  in  Tuch  a  fituation^  he  would 
have  abated  fomewhat  of  his  pride,  or  at  leaft  of  his 
cruelty :  but  whether  he  had  no  power  over  his  tem- 
per, or  knew  that  he  had  (till  intercft  enough  at 
court  to  prevent  his  being  called  to  an  account  for 
murder,  he  committed  one  more  bafc  and  barbarous, 
if  poflible,  than  that  of  Nunez  de  Balboa. 

On  his  entering  the  new  province^  he  pretended 
that  he  had  received  information  that  his  deputy  in- 
tended to  revolt ;  and  therefore  fent  for  him  to  an- 
fwcr  to  the  charge.  Francis  Hernandez  came  with 
that  boldnefs  which  is  natural  to  innocence ;  but  Pe- 
drarias  no  fooner  had  him  in  his  power,  than  he 
caufed  his  head  to  be  (truck  offi  alledeing  that  there 
was  no  other  way  for  a  government  to  i>e  fafe  againft 
perfons  in  power,  when  their  fidelity  -was  once  fuf- 
pcdbed.  Yet  as  black  and  heinous  as  this  fa£t  was» 
he  not  only  cfcaped  being  called  to  an  account  for  ir, 
but  was  confirmed  in  his  government  of  Nicaragua  & 
as  if  avarice,  injuftice  and  cruelty,  were  qualities 
cholcn  by  the  court  of  Spain  in  perfons  appointed  to 
the  management  and  profecution  of  her  concerns  in 
America* 
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FRANCIS  PIZARRO. 


VASQUEZ  Nunez  de  Balboa  was  the  firft  Spa- 
niam  who  formed  the  proieft  of  making  dif- 
coverics  on  the  South  Sea ;  and  the  defire  of  wrefting 
the  execution  out  of  his  hands,  the  principal  motive 
that  induced  Fedrarias  to  take  away  his  life.  But 
when  all  the  expeditions  undertaken  by  this  cruel 
monfter  had  failed,  three  perfons  in  the  year  1524 
oflfered  to  engage  in  this  undertaking  at  their  own 
cxpence,  provided  they  might  be  allowed  fair  and 
equitable  terms.  To  this  propofal  Pedrarias  readily 
liitened,  believing  that  he  ran  no  hazard  m  comply- 
ing with  their  requeft,  fince  if  they  mifcarried  he 
ihould  lofe  nothing  ;  and  if  they  fucceedcd,  he  hoped 
that  he  (hould  be  able  to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  fruits 
of  their  enterprize. 

The  principal  of  thefe  three  perfons  was  Francis 
Pizarro,  a  native  of  Truxillo,  in  the  province  of  Ef- 
tremadura  in  Spain.  Some  of  the  Spanifh  writers 
fay,  he  was  a  nobleman  by  birth  •,  while  others  main- 
tain, that  he  was  the  illegitimate  fon  of  Gonzalo  Pi- 
zarro, an  officer  at  Truxillo,  who  fufFered  him  to  be 
cxpofed  as  a  foundling  at  a  church-door.  However, 
being  difcovered  to  be  the  father,  he  was  obliged  to 
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right  belonged  to  him  who  had  fubdued  it ;  dnd  sdto 
to  avoid  delivering  up  his  province  to  his  fucceflbr 
in  peHbn,  for  fear  he  (hould  treat  him  as  he  himfelf 
had  done  Nunez.  One  would  have  imagined,  that 
when  his  affairs  were  in  luch  a  fituation,  he  would 
have  abated  fomewhat  of  his  pride,  or  at  leail  of  his 
cruelty :  but  whether  he  had  no  power  over  his  tem- 
per, or  knew  that  he  had  (till  intereft  enough  at 
court  to  prevent  his  being  called  to  an  account  for 
murder,  he  committed  one  more  bafc  and  barbarous, 
if  poflible,  than  that  of  Nunez  de  Balboa. 

On  his  entering  the  new  province,  he  pretended 
that  he  had  received  information  that  his  deputy  in- 
tended to  revolt  'j  and  therefore  fent  for  him  to  an- 
fwer  to  the  charge.  Francis  Hernandez  came  with 
that  boldnefs  which  is  natural  to  innocence ;  but  Pe- 
drarias  no  fooncr  had  him  in  his  power,  than  he 
caufed  his  head  to  be  (truck  off;  alledging  that  there 
was  no  other  way  for  a  government  to  be  fafe  againft 
perfons  in  power,  when  their  fidelity  «was  once  fuf- 
pedted.  Yet  as  black  and  heinous  as  this  fa£t  was» 
he  not  only  efcaped  being  called  to  an  account  for  ir, 
but  was  confirmed  in  his  government  of  Nicaragua; 
.  as  if  avarice,  injuftice  and  cruelty,  were  quaTitiei 
chofen  by  the  court  of  Spain  in  perfons  appointed  to 
the  management  and  profecution  of  her  concerns  in 
America. 
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far  part  in  the  conqueft  of  Peru  :  Francis  Pizano  was 
to  command  the  party  that  went  upon  the  difcovery  ; 
Almagro  was  to  cany  him  recruits,  and  to  reinforce 
him  from  time  to  time  ^  and  Ferdinand  de  Luques 
was  to  ftay  at  Panama,  to  provide  ammunition  and 
provifions  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  engaged  in  the  cicpc- 
dition. 

Tliefe  articles  being  agreed  upon,  they  repaired 
folemnly  to  high  mafs,  which  was  celebrated  by  the 
prieft  Ferdinando  de  Luques  ;  who  having  broke  the 
wafer  into  three  pieces,  took  the  firft  himfelf,  and 
gave  the  others  to  his  companions,  as  a  token  that 
they  would  purfue  their  prefent  projeft  with  no  left 
cagernefs,  than  if  their  eternal  happinefs  depended 
upon  it.  They  took  care  to  make  the  beft  inquiries 
they  could  into  the  caufes  of  all  former  mifcarriages, 
in  order  the  better  to  avoid  them ;  and  w6re  very 
afliduous  in  finding  out  perfons  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  preceding  expeditions,  that  they  might 
reap  the  benefit  of  their  experience. 

About  the  middle  of  November  1524,  Pizarro 
embarked  in  a  new  (hip  with  114  men,  ofHcers  in- 
cluded, and  proceeded  to  the  ifland  of  Tabago,  about 
five  leagues  diftant  from  Panama ;  whence  he  fail- 
ed to  the  Pearl  Iflands  in  the  midft  of  the  bay, 
where  he  took  in  wood  and  water,  with  hay  for  four 
horfes  he  had  on  board.  He  then  proceeding  100 
leagues  to  the  fouthward,  landed  at  Port  Pinas,  upon 
the  continent,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay  of  Panama^ 
Here  he  endeavoured  to  penetrate  into  the  country  ; 
but  the  people  having  fled  from  their  habitations, 
and  meeting  with  nothing  but  bogs  and  mountains, 
without  any  profpedt  of  provifions,  he  proceeded  far- 
ther down  the  coaft;  but  finding  there  the  fame  in- 
conveniences, and  perceiving  the  rainy  feafon  coming 
on,  and  that  many  of  his  men  died  by  ficknefs,  fa- 
tif^ue,  and  want  of  provifions,  he  fent  theihip  to  the 
Iflc  of  Pearls,  to  procure  frefli  fupplies. 

Mean 
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iupport  him ;  but  ^ving  him  no  manner  of  educar 
tion,  he  made  him  fpend  his  youth  in  ihc  nioB: 
fcrvilc  offices,  particularly  in  keeping  his  hogs.  Young 
Pizarro,  however,  at  length  ran  away  from  the  herd  j 
and  entering  on  board  a  (hip,  bound  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies, he  diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  his  bold  and  cnter- 
prifmg  difpofuion  in  the  wars  of  Hifpaniola  and 
Cuba,  and  obtained  a  commiflion.  He  at  length 
failed  with  Ojcda  to  the  gulpli  of  Darien,  and  after- 
ward ferved  under  Nunez  de  Balboa ;  and  havii^ 
acquired  a  handfome  fortune,  had,  on  the  firft  build- 
ing of  Panama,  fettled  in  that  city ;  where  he  feem- 
cd  difpofed  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  peace, 
till  the  third  of  gold  incited  him  to  engage  in  this 
undertaking,  and  afterward  prompted  him  to  com- 
mit actions  that  rendered  him  a  difgrace  to  human 
nature. 

The  fecond  of  thefc  adventurers  was  Diego  dc  Al- 
magro,  who  took  his  name  from  the  place  of  lus 
birth  :  for  his  origin  was  fo  obfcure,  that  no  hiftorian 
has  been  able  to  difcover  who  was  his  father. 

The  third  was  Ferdinando  de  Luques,^  or  as  he  is. 
fomecimes  called  de  Lugne ;  who,  as  well  as  both  the 
former,  was  advanced  in  years.  This  man,  who  was 
a  prieft,  had  much  the  largeft  fortune :  he  was  pro- 
pnetor  of  the  ifland  Tabago,  had  a  good  eflate  be- 
fide,  and  a  confiderable  fum  in  ready  money. 

This  affociation  made  much  noifc,  as  nothing  could 
be  more  fingular  than  for  three  private  men  to  raife 
a  joint  ftock  for  conquering  a  great  empire ;  and, 
like  other  projefts,  was  treated  as  a  wild  and  vifion- 
ary  fcheme,  that  would  infallibly  end  in  the  ruin  of 
the  projeftors.  But  without  regarding  the  opinions 
of  the  world,  they  folemnly  promifed  each  other, 
thai  no  dangers  or  difappointments  ihould  make  them 
lay  afidc  their  enterprize  -,  and  that  they  would  make 
an  equal  divifion  of  the  wealth  they  fhould  acquire, 
after  having  firft  dedufted  the  emperor's  dues  and  all 
expences.  To  each  of  them  was  afligned  a  particu- 
lar 
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gHsat  care  was  taken  to  prevent  their  fchding  any 
fetters.  However,  one  or  them  found  means  to  fend 
A  paper  fubfcribed  bj  ihoft  of  them,  ireprefenting 
their  hardfliips,  and  defiring  to  be  recalled  i  which 
was  ib  artfully  mclofed  in  a  bottom  of  cotton  yarn« 
that  it  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  the  offic^rs^  and  came 
fafely  to  the  hands  of  the  new  governor,  (for  Pcdra* 
rias  was  now  removed  from  his  government^  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Pedro  los  Rios)  who  was.ib  far  from 
fuffering  Almagro  to  raife  more  recruits,  that  he  fent 
a  fhip  with  a  commiflary  to  the  ifland  of  Gallo  to 
bring  back  all  the  men  who  furvived; 

The  arrival  of  this  (hip  greatly  mortified  PizamH' 
who  intreated  the  commiflary  to  allow  fuch  of  the 
men  to  (lay  .with  him  as  voluntarily  chofe  it }  which 
being  granted,  he  drew  a  line  with  the  point  of  his 
fword,  and  haranguing  his  men,  told  them  they  were 
all  at  liberty,  if  they  thought  fit^  to  return  to  Pana- 
ma :  but  he  was  grieved  at  the  thought  of  their  now 
abandoning  fo  glorious  a  profpedt,  when  they  were 
on  the  point  of  reaping  the  reward  of  all  their  fuf- 
ferings.  That  for  his  part,  he  would  periOi  in  the 
glorious  undertaking  rather  than  defert  it ;  and  thofe 
who  voluntarily  flaid,  (liould  fharewith  him  thecrea- 
fures  which  fell  into  his  hands.  He  then  defired 
thofe  who  were  willing  to  proceed,  to  come  over  thei 
line  he  had  drawn.  But  10  great  were  the  fufferings 
of  thcfe  poor  people,  that  only  thirteen  men  and 
a  mulatto  came  over,  while  the  reft  embarking  with 
the  commiflary  .returned  to  Panama^ 

Pizarro*s  affairs  were  now  in  a  moft  wretched  fitu- 
ation  ;  for  he  was  not  only  deprived  of  the  hopes  of 
performing  any  thing  remarkable  at  prefent,  but  had 
I  very  indifferent  profpeft  with  refpedt  to  tuturity;  In 
this  diftrefs,  which  he  concealed  in  his  own  breafl:^ 
he  retired  with  a  few  daring  fellows^  who  rcfolved  to 
follow  his  defperate  fortune,  to  the  ifland  of  Gorgona 
for  a  fupply  of  water;  and  ftald  there  till  he  was 
oined  by  Almagro  with  a  few  voluntecrsi  whom 
Voiii  I  B  b  \A 
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Mean  while  Pizarro  was  joined  by  Almagro  with 
two  (hips  and  60  recruits,  when  notwithftanding 
the  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate  they  continued  on 
the  coaft,  and  had  many  ikirmifhes  with  the  natives ; 
in  one  of  which  Almagro  loft  an  eye  :  but  happening 
in  fome  of  thefe  excurfions  to  meet  with  gold  to  the 
value  of  1 4  or  1 5000  crowns,  they  refolved,  in  fpite 
of  all  the  hazards  and  difficulties  they  encountered, 
to  proceed  on  the  enterprize.  To  this  they  were 
encouraged  by  their  pilot,  who,  while  they  were  on 
ihore,  had  run  down  as  far  as  Cape  PalTare,  under 
the  equator,  where  he  feized  fbme  prifoners,  who 
made- him  fenfible  that  the  treafures  of  Peru  greatly 
jTurpafled  whatever  had  been  reported  of  them. 

When  the  pilot  returned  with  this  agreeable  news, 
he  found  Pizarro  greatly  reduced  ;  his  money  being 
exhaufted,  his  men  fick,  and  Almagro  gone  to  Pa- 
nama with  the  gold  they  had  taken,  to  procure  ano- 
ther reinforcement  of  troops  and  provifions. 

Almagro  raifed  40  recruits,  and  having  purchaicd 
fome  horfes,  arms,  clothes,  provifions  and  medicines, 
returned  to  Pizarro,  where  the  greateft  part  of  his 
men  being  fick  or  dead,  they  removed  from  that  un- 
healthy part  of  the  continent  to  the  ifland  of  Gallo. 
Having  ftaid  about  1 5  days  here,  they  ran  dill  fur- 
ther to  the  fouthward  ;  but  found  the  weather  cond- 
pue  fo  bad,  and  the  country  fo  much  under  water, 
that  Pizarro. himfelf  began  to  defpair  of  fuccefs  -,  and 
fo  hot  was  the  difpute  about  continuing  the  enter- 
prife,  that  the  two  commanders  were  on  the  point  of 
drawing  their  1  words  :  but  at  length  it  was  agreed, 
tliat  they  (hould  return  to  the  ifland  of  Gallo,  where. 
Pizarro  was  to  remain  with  his  men,  till  Almagro 
went  to  Panama  for  recruits.  Many  of  the  foldiers 
dcfired  to  go  with  him  ;  but  this  was  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  ;  and  as  feveral  of  the  foldiers  had  threatened 
to  complain  to  the  governor,  that  fending  them  on 
this  expedition  was  devoting  them  to  deftrud^ion, 
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^ci^ed  from  this  place,  leaving  a  Spaniard  named 
Alphonfo  de  Molina,  who  had  feparated  from  them 
on  (hore ;  but  who  foon  after  returning,  came  on  board 
in  dne  of  the  floats  of  that  country,  and  told  them 
that  he  had  been  entertained  with  great  civility  by  a 
woman  of  diftindtion,  who  was  very  defirous  of  feeing 
the  fhip.  Soon  after  the  fame  woman  fent  other  floats 
to  pilot  them  into  a  fafe  part  of  the  harbour;  upon 
which  Pizarro  fent  Molina,  with  three  other  gentle- 
men, to  invite  this  Peruvian  lady  on  board ;  and  (he 
coming,  he  treated  her  in  the  moft  elegant  manner  his 
drcumftances  would  admit.  In  return  fhe  invited 
Pizarro  on  fhore ;  and  the  next  morning,  at  his  land- 
ing, received  him  with  a  great  retinue,  and  conduded 
him  and  his  attendants  to  an  arbour ;  where  fht  en^ 
tertained  him  at  dinner,  and  afterward  with  feveral 
Indian  diverlions. 

The  Spaniards  returning  on  board,  failed  back  for 
Panama,  where  he  arrived  toward  the  end  of  the  year 
1527,  with  feveral  large  pieces  of  gold,  three  Indian 
boys  whom  he  intended  to  educate  for  interpreters, 
and  fome  Peruvian  ftieep.  Thofe  who  had  before 
ridicylcd  this  expedition  as  abfurd  and  ruinous,  now 
confeflfe4  ^^^^  error,  and  were  defirous  of  partaking 
of  its  advantages  :  but  Pizarro  being  oppoled  by  the 
governor,  who  refufed  to  allow  his  levying  more 
men,  and  finding  it  neceflfary  that  he  fhould  be 
fupported  by  an  authority  fuperior  to  his  own  ;  he, 
with  the  confent  of  his  partners,  embarked  for  Old 
Sj)ain  to  folicit  the  empcror*s  proteftion,  and  fuch 
powers  as  were  neceflary  for  the  profecution  of  their 
Ichemes. 

Arriving  without  any  remarkable  accident  at  Se- 
ville, Pizarro  proceeded  to  the  court  of  the  emperor 
Charles  V.  where  he  met  with  a  very  gracious  re- 
ception, on  his  prcfenting  his  majefty  with  fome  Pe- 
ruvians in  their  proper  habits,  feveral  gold  and  filver 
vcfTcls  of  the  fafhion  of  the  country,  and  two  or  three 
Peruvian  fheep.     The  emperor  took  great  ^U^fvw^ 
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he  had  with  ibme  difficulty  pcf fuaded  to  en^ige  in  tV» 
expedition^ 

With  thefe  men  xhty  left  Goreoha^  and  fsuled  along 
the  coail  till  they  found  themtelyes  in  30^  Ibuth  Iz^ 
titude,  h^ing  fpent  about  two  years  in  a  voyage 
which,  now  the  current  and  trade-winds  are  known,, 
is  performed  in  as  many  weeks.  In  this  paflage,. 
however,  they  took  feveral  Indian  veflels  of  con* 
fiderable  value^  and  obtained  fuch  intelligence  of  the 
wealth  of  the  coaft,  that  Pizarro  reiblved  to  fend  Pe- 
dro de  Candia,  a  matt  of  good  fenfe  and  agreeable 
addrcfs,  to  penetrate  as  fiEvr  as  he  could  into  Tumbez» 
in  order  to  learn  whefiheF  the  informations  he  had  re* 
ccived  were  true. 

Pedro  rendered  himfelf  agreeable  to  the  Indians, 
and  by  his  good  conduct  was-  enabled  to  execute  his 
edmmilTion  in  the  cOmpleatclt  manner..  He  returned 
fafe  tO' Pizarro ;  aflfured  him  that  the  country  exceeded 
all  imagination  ;  that  the  weakh  and  fplendour  of  the 
people,  and  the  grandeur  of  their  public  edifices  were 
incredible ;  and  that  great  art  and  flciU  were  yifible  in 
thefe  ftrudlures,  which  were  fo  rieh^.  that  the  very 
walls  were  covered  with  gold  and  filver. 

Upon  thi»  report  Pizarro  called  a  council  of  his 
people ;  when^  after  much  deliberation,,  it  was  Kp 
folved  to  return  to  Panama,  where  being  enabled  tt> 
give  an  account  of  the  prodigious  advantages  to  be 
reaped  from  an  expedition  made  in  a  proper  manner 
to  Peru,,  it  was  to  be  hoped  they  (hould  find  people 
who  were  willing  to  embark  in  fuch  an  advantageous 
undertaking,  and  obtain  fuch  fapplies  as  would  infure 
their  fuccefs. 

However,  failing  a  few  leagues  farther  along  the 
eoaft,  they  made  Payta,  to  which  Pizarro  gave  the 
name  of  Santa  Cruz  •,  and  finding  this  one  ot  the  6cft 
harbours  they  had  obferved  on  the  coaft  of  Peru,  they 
eaft  anchor ;  and  going  aftiore,  found  the  natives  ex-. 
tremely  civil,  and  willing  to  take  the  trifles  they  had 
CO  give  them,,  m  exchange  for  provifions.      They 
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In  this  extremity  they  told  Huefcar,  that  if  he  414 
|iot  immediately  order  his  army  to  retire,  they  would 
cut  off  his  head,  after  which  they  were  determined  to 
die  upon  the  fpot.  At  the  f^mne  time  they  obferved, 
that  he  need  be  under  no  apprehenQon  from  his  con- 
finement, fince  all  Atabaliba  required,  was  the  per* 
miflTion  to  enjoy  his  own  kingdom  of  QuitQ,  which 
being  fecured  to  him,  he  was  too  generous  to  detain 
him.  On  this  Huefcar  ordered  his  principal  oB^cen 
to  draw  off  their  forces  to  Cuzco,  where  the  incas 
kept  their  court  -,  and  this  command  was  immediately 
obeyed. 

When  Pizarro  entered  Peru,  things  were  in  the  fi- 
tuation  above  defcrib^.  He  was  firfl:  folicit^  tp 
fiffifl:  Huefcar ;  but  ai^wered  in  general  terms  that  he 
was  on  his  march  to  aflift  the  diftrefled,  and  fee  juftice 
impartially  adminiftred.  He  was  afterwards  honoured 
with  a  folemn  embafly  from  Atabaliba,  to  deiire  his 
idliance  and  friendfhip.  Upon  which  he  immediately 
refolved  tQ  vUit  (hat  prince  a^t  C^x^malca,  where  ho 
(hen  was. 

The  Spaniards  were  foon  after  met  by  other  am^ 
bafladors,  who  came  to  compliment  Pizarro,  and  to 
preient  him,  in  the  name  of  the  inca,  with  a  pair  of 
go|d  huikins  richly  ornamented,  ^nd  bracelets  of  the 
pime  metal,  iet  with  emeralds,  which  he  was  defired 
to  put  on,  at  his  obtaining  an  audience  of  Atabaliba  i 
who  by  feeing  his  own  prefents,  would  eafily  know  . 
jam.  Thefe  ambafTadors  alfo  made  him  feveral  other 
valuable  prefents,  an^  brought  with  them  great  plenty 
pf  provinons,  which  were  much  wacnted  by  the  army. 

The  chief  perlbnage  of  ttys  embafTy  was  of  the  racq 
|»f  the  incas,  and  behaved  with  great  politeneis ;  which 
the  Spaniards  attributed  to  fear,  in  which  they  were 
(ertainly  right,  though  they  did  not  ftand  in  awe  of 
them  fo  much  on  account  of  their  arms,  as  from  a  re- 
ligious motive  \  for  they  fuperftitioufly  imagined  that 
iSe  Spaniards  were  the  defcendants  of  the  fun.  They 
ft^  an  old  tradition^  which  t^a^  been  univtrfally  re- 
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in  hearing  him  relate  the  difficulties  he  had  met  mxh 
in  his  fcarch  for  Peru,  and  referred  him  to  the  council 
of  the  Indies;  who  ordered  him  to  proceed  in  the 
conqueft  of  that  empire,  as  far  as  200  leagues  to  the 
fouthward  of  Tumbez,  which  is  at  the  bottom  of  the 
bay  of  Guiaquil.  He  alfo  obtained  the  titles  of  gfh 
vernor  and  captain-general,  with  the  .  offices  of  ade- 
lancado,  or  lieutenant,  and  of  alguazil-major  or  chief 
juftice  of  Peru.  This  was  dire£Uy  contrary  to  hu 
agreement  with  his  partners ;  he  having  promifed  to 
obtain  the  iecond  of  thefe  titles  for  Almagro,  and  the 
lad  for  his  pilot,  who  had  ferved  him  with  great  fi- 
delity and  (kill.  However,  he  obtained  for  Ferdi^ 
nando  de  Luques  the  title  of  protedtor-general  of  the 
Peruvians,  with  the  emperor's  promife  of  recommend- 
ing him  to  the  Pope,  to  be  made  bifhop  of  Tumbez ; 
of  which  place  Almagro  was  however  nominated  go- 
vernor, with  the  title  of  Don  ;  his  baftard  fon  was  le- 
gitimated; befide,  of  the  13  men  who  remaned  with 
Pizarro  in  his  diftrefs  on  the  ifland  of  Gallo,  thofe 
who  were  gentlemen,  had  the  honour  of  knighthood, 
:ind  fuch  as  were  not,  were  raifed  to  the  rank  of  gentle- 
men. Thefe  commiffions  were  granted  at  Toledo  on 
the  26th  of  July  1528  -,  and  fix  Dominican  friars  were 
ordered  to  go  over  with  Pizarro,  as  miffionaries  to 
aflift  in  the  converfion  of  the  Peruvians  :  but  though 
the  emperor  hoped  to  obtain  confiderable  advantagies 
from  this  expedition,  he  did  not  advance  a  fingk 
piece  of  money  for  the  fervice. 

Pizarro  having  thus  fettled  the  affairs  which  brought 
him  to  Spain,  paid  a  vifit  to  Truxillo,  the  place  c£ 
his  birth,  where  he  found' that  his  father  had  been 
many  years  married  to  a  woman  of  a  good  family,  and 
had  three  fons  grown  up  to  a  man's  eltate,  Ferdinand, 
Gonzalo,  and  Juan ;  and  that  his  mother  had  been 
married  to  a  farmer,  by  whom  flie  had  a  fon  named 
Francis  Martin  de  Alcantara :  thefe  entered  into  his 
fervice,  and  being  greatly  beloved  in  the  neighbour- 
hoody  made  great  difpatch  in  providing  whatever  he 

wanted. 
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t  this  intended  vifit,  Pizarro  di- 
■vhich  amounted  to  60  men,  into 
i:ach,  and  pofled  them  behind  an 
'  I'udden  appearance  might  have  the 
having  put  himfelf  atthe  head  of 
I  amounted  to  only  100  men,  waited 
i  Atabaliba,  who  advanced  in  re- 
liis  army,  which  was  divided  into 
'fiAing  of  8000  men  each;  and  as 
near,  the  inca  addrelTmg  himfelf  to 
"  Thefe  people  are  meflfngers  of 
us  be  feen  to  do  nothing  to  offend 
the.contmry  uie  our  utmoft  endea- 
them  by  civilities." 
lied,  father  Vincent  de  Valvcrda  ad- 
Spaniards,  carrying  in  one  hand  a 
oiber  his  breviary.  At  his  appear^ 
emed  much  furprifed,  biit  received 
•QieA,  ^nd  ordered  a  chair  for  him, 
began  a  long  difcourfe  which  was 
above  wretched  interpreter,  while 
reiy  attentively  to  his  narangye,  in 
sn  account  of  the  myfteries  of  the 
(he  pmver  of  the  pope,  St.  Peter's 
the  univcrfal  monarchy. of  the  emperor 
wJtich  it  was  occeilary  that  the  inca 
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de  Soto,  and  other  adventurers,  alfo  arriving  with 
troops  from  Nicaragua,  he  thought  himfeif  in  a  con- 
dition to  carry  on  the  war  upon  the  continent ;  eipc- 
cially  as  he  had  fome  reafon  to  expeft  that  he  (hould 
be  fupporced  by  the  Tumbezenes.  Accordingly, 
having  provided  a  fufHcient  number  of  floats, '  he 
tranfported  his  troops  to  Tumbez ;  but  loft  fome  of 
his  men  on  his  landing,  fome  floats  being  overiet  by 
the  furf  which  beac  upon  the  fliore  ;  and  to  his  great 
furprize,  feveral  of  his  people  were  attacl;ed  and  cut 
bfi  by  his  fuppofed  friends. 

The  Spanifli  writers  have  given  diffirrent  reafons 
for  this  behaviour  in  the  Tumbezenes  :  But  whatever 
were  the  motives  of  their  oppofing  the  defcent  of  thefc 
ftrangers,  they  were  throwq  into  fuch  confufion  by 
the  Spanifh  horfe  and  artillery,  that  they  fled  as  the 
Spaniards  advanced  -,  and  ai  ter  feveral  thoufands  of 
them  had  been  flavightered,  were  forced  to  abandon 
not  only  the  city  and  caftle,  but  even  the  whole  valley 
of  Tumbez,  and  to  leave  behind  them  all  their  gold 
and  filver,  and  other  rich  fpoils  which  iay  heaped  up 
in  the  temple  of  the  fun  and  the  inca's  palace.  Thefe 
were  of  fuch  immenfe  value,  that  the  Spaniards  could 
fcarcely  believe  their  eyes,  on  their  finding  them  fo 
fuddenly  in  their  poflcflTion  :  and  fo  great  was  the  conr 
fternation  of  the  inca  Atabaliba  apd  his  whole  courti^ 
when  the  fugitives  related  the  (laughter  made  by  the 
thunderers,  and  the  impofllbility  of  efcaping  the  Spa- 
nifli horfcs ;  that  they  concluded,  if  the  Spaniards 
were  not  gods,  as  they  at  firft  conjeftured,  they 
were  certainly  devils  ^  and  that  it  w^s  impofliible  for 
any  human  force  to  oppofe  them. 

Pizarro  foon  received  intelligence  of  the  terror  he 
bad  fpread  through  the  inca's  court,  of  which  he  rc- 
fblved  to  take  advantage  as  foon  as  poflible.  He^ 
however,  thought  proper  to  defer  his  ms^ch,  till  he 
had  ereftcd  a  flight  forirefs,  that  might  ferve  him  as  a 
place  of  retreat  and  fecurity,  and  in  which  the  re* 
fjruits  he  expefted  might  be  quartered.  He  accord*. 
fngly  built  one  uj^on  the  fea-coaft,  and  gave  it  the 

^      '  '  '  nam^ 
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Charles  V.  the  moft  potent  emperor  upon  earth,  to 
deliver  him  and  his  fubjeAs  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
devil,  and  to  point  out  to  him  the  right  road  to 
heaven.  To  this  the  inca,  they  fuppofed,  made  a 
pathetic  reply,  as  he  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  thofe 
who  underftood  him  ;  and  he  concluded  with  telling 
them,  that  he  would  come  the  following  day  to  hold 
a  perfonal  conference  with  their  general.  They  could 
collect  but  li(tle  from  his  difcoune,  and  from  the  ab- 
furd  manner,  in  which  their  interpreter  explained 
what  the  inca  had  faid,  they  had  reafon  to  believe  that 
he  had  received  a  very  imperfect  explanation  of  Fer- 
dinand Pizarro's  oration. 

Being  infprmed  of  this  intended  vifit,  Pizarro  di- 
vided his  cavalry,  which  amounted  to  60  men,  into 
three  troops  of  20  each,  and  polled  them  behind  an 
old  wall,  that  their  fudden  appearance  might  have  the 
greater  effeA  ;  and  having  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  infantry,  which  amounted  to  only  100  men,  w^i^ed 
for  the  coming  of  Atabaliba,  who  advanced  in  re- 
gular order  with  his  army,  which  was  divided  intp 
four  battalions  confiding  of  3ooo  men  each  -,  and  as 
foon  as  they  drew  near,  the  in(:a  addrefling  himfelf  to 
his  officers,  faid,  '^  Thefe  people  are  mell^ngers  of 
*^  the  gods,  let  us  be  (ccn  to  do  nothing  to  offend 
^^  them  ;  but  on  the  contn^ry  ufe  our  utmoft  endea- 
•*  vours  to  gain  them  by  civilities." 

As  he  approached,  father  Vincent  dc  Valverda  ad- 
vanced from  the  Spaniards,  carrying  in  one  hand  a 
crofs,  and  in  the  other  his  breviary.  At  his  appear- 
ance, the  inca  feemed  much  furpriied,  biit  received 
him  with  great  refpeA,  ^nd  ordered  a  chair  for  him^ 
when  the  father  began  a  long  difcQurfe  which  was 
tranflated  by  the  above  wretched  interpreter,  while 
the  inca  liftened  very  attentively  to  his  harangiie,  in 
which  he  gave  an  account  of  the  myfteries  of  the 
Chriftian  faith,  the  power  of  the  pope,  St.  Peter's 
^ceflbr,  and  the  univerfai  monarchy,  of  the  emperor 
(^lv|rlcs  y,  tQ  which  it  was  neceflary  that  the  inca 

Ihould 
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fliould  fubmit,  for  otherwifc  God  would  harden  hb 
heart  as  he  did  Pharoah's,  and  then  the  Spaniards 
were  to  inflift  upon  him  all  the  plagues  of  Egypt. 

To  the  inca^  who  had  never  heard  of  thefe  fubjefts, 
this  diflertacion  muft  have  had  all  the  appearance  of 
nonfenfe ;  and  was  rendered  ftill  more  riaiculous  by 
being  delivered  through  a  channel  fo  defpicable  and 
barbarous  as  Pizarro's  interpreter.  However,  the 
inca  made  fbme  fort  of  reply,  which  was  interpreted 
fo  badly,  that  the  pricft  knew  no  more  of  the  em- 
peror's meaning,  than  the  emperor  did  of  his.  Thus 
a  fcene  of  conmlion  immediately  enfued,  which  wis 
increafcd  by  a  tumult  caufed  by  fome  Spaniards,  who 
obferving  an  Indian  idol  upon  a  tower,  richly  adorned 
with  gold,  filver,  and  precious  ftones,  their  avarice 
would  not  fafFer  them  to  wait  longer,  and  therefore 
they  fell  to  plundering  it.  They  were  at  firft  op- 
pofcd  by  the  Indians,  till  the  inca,  whofe  com- 
mand was  to  them  equal  to  a  divine  law,  cried  out, 
That  they  fliould  do  nothing  to  offend  the  children  of 
the  fun. 

Father  Vincent  hearing  the  noife  of  this  tumult; 
turned  about,  and  dropping  his  crofs  and  breviary, 
ran  in  hafte  to  appeafe  it,  when  fome  of  the  perfi- 
dious Spaniards  perceiving  the  crofs  trampled  under 
foot,  cried  out,  "  An  infult  on  Chriftianity,*'  and  in- 
ftantly  falling  upon  the  Indians,  committed  a  moft 
dreadful  Daughter ;  and  the  horfe  fuddenly  appearing, 
bore  down  all  before  them ;  the  poor  Indians  falling 
tame  facrifices  to  their  treachery,  without  making  the 
ieaft  refiftance.  Francis  Pizarro  at  this  inftant  putting 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  horfe,  advanced  in  perfon 
tO'feize  Atabaliba,  and  laying  hold  of  his  robe, 
dnigeed  the  inca  from  the  chariot  in  which  he  fat  on 
the  moulders  of  his  attendants.  At  which  inftant^' 
tM  of  the  Spaniards  attempting  to  ftrike  the  emperor 
inth  lus  fword,  wounded  Pizarro,  which  was  all  the 
$pani(h  blood  fpilt  at  this  fcene  of  cool,  mercilcft 
^ughtar.     About  500Q  Indians  were  inhumanlv 

Hiaf- 
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tnaflacred,  wichpuc  attempting  to  ufe  the  weapons 
they  held  in  their  hands ;  tor  they  thought  every  com- 
mand of  the  inca  a  part  of  their  religion,  and  of  the 
divine  law,  though  it  was  attended  with  the  lofs  of 
their  lives«  Their  principal  attention  was  fixed  upon 
their  prince,  and  many  of  them  died,  while  eagerly 
endeavouring  to  fupport  his  chariot,  to  which  the  inca 
clung,  while  the  cruel  and  treacherous  Pizarro  drag- 
ged mm  from  it.  This  happened  on  the  3d  of  May 
J 533,  a  day  kept  facred  by  the  Romifli  church,  in 
hcnour  of  finding  the  crols  of  Chrift,  after  its  having 
been  many  years  buried 

When  this  horrid  fcene  was  over,  Pizarro  caufed 
the  inca  to  be  conveyed  to  his  own  quarters,  and  di- 
re Aed  that  the  fpoils  of  the  field  ihould  .be  brought 
before  him,  which  confiftcd  of  large  gold  and  filver 
veflels,  fine  garments,  jewels  and  ornaments,  belong- 
ing to  the  inca,  the  royal  family,  and  great  officers* 
There  were  alfo  taken  many  of  the  women  of  quality^ 
and  fome  of  the  confecrated  virgins.  That  very  day 
Pizarro  impioufly  directed,  that  thankfgivings  to  God 
ihould  be  offered  upon  the  very  fpot  where  the  earth 
was  covered  with  the  dead  bodies  of  the  poor  Peru- 
vians thus  inhumanly  murdered  and  plundered. 

The  next  day  Pizarro  fent  a  detachment  of  his 
forces  to  plunder  the  inca's  camp ;  where  he  met  with 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  riches,  though  the  Peruvian 
generals  are  &id  to  have  removed  3000  loads  of  gold 
and  filver  before  the  Spaniards  arrived  there.  To 
induce  the  Indians  not  to  carry  off  or  conceal  any  more 
of  their  treafures,  Pizarro  caufed  it  to  be  proclaimed, 
that  the  inca  was  alive,  and  that  they  were  at  liberty 
to  come  and  wait  upon  him  as  ufual.  Upon  which 
many  of  the  generals  and  grt%c  officers  returned  to 
Caxamalca  to  attend  their  captive  fovereign.  He 
alfo  caufed  the  inca's  women  to  be  brought  to  him, 
and  fuffered  him  to  be  ferved  in  the  fame  manner  as 
beibre  his  misfortunes,  thpugh  he  kept  him  in  fetters ; 
I  at 
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at  which  the  inca  could  not  forbear  fbmetimes  Ihewing 
his  refentment. 

Atabaliba,  ftill  anxious  for  his  liberty,  and  ob- 
ferving  the  infatiable  thirft  of  the  Spaniards  after  gold 
and  filver,  made  them  an  offer  of  filling  a  large  room 
in  the  caftle  of  Caxamalca  with  thefe  metals,  as  high 
as  an  ordinarjr  man  could  reach  his  hand :  a  propo&I 
which  amazed  the  Spaniards,  and  which  they  gladly 
accepted.  For  this  purpofe  he  defired  that  fome  Spa- 
nilh  officers  might  be  lent  with  his  own  people  to 
Cuzco,  and  other  cities,  to  fetch  the  treafures  de- 
pofited  there  -,  and  at  the  fame  time  ifllied  his  orders, 
that  the  Spaniards  who  were  difpatched  to  thofe 
places  fhould  be  hofpitably  entertained  in  the  coun- 
tries through  which  they  pafled,  and  receive  all  the 
afliftance  his  fubje£ts  could  give  them. 

Almagro,  in  the  mean  while,  having  inlifted  150 
men  at  Panama,  had  embarked  with  them  for  Peru, 
in  order  to  reinforce  IMzarro,  but  had  been  obliged  by 
contrary  winds  to  land  at  Cape  Francifco,  where  he 
was  joined  by  another  party  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  going  to  (hare  Pizarro's  fortune.  His  whole 
body  now  amounted  to  between  2  and  300 ;  but 
having  bft  by  ficknefs  and  fatigue  30  or  40  of  his 
men,  ne  at  length  arrived  at  the  Spanifti  colony  of 
St.  MichaePs,  where  he  was  informed  that  Pizarro 
had  made  the  emperor  Atabaliba  prifoner,  and  had 
taken  pofleflion  or  a  vaft  trealiire.  Fearing  that  he 
would  irfufe  him  his  dividend,  he  confulted  his 
officers,  whether  they  (hould  not  proceed  in  queft  of 
fbme  new  diicovery  independently  of  Pizarro  :  but  a 
fidlhful  account  ot  this  deliberation  being  privately 
di^MKchcd  to  Pizarro,  by  Almagro's  fecretary,  he  im- 
IJMBdMitcly  lent  feveral  very  obliging  meflages  to  Al* 

i^p>«o  aflure  him  of  his  integnty,  and  to  invite 

'  to  join  him :  at  the  iame  time  he  let  him  know, 

**'«Te  were  feme  people  who  endeavoured  to  finv 

between  them,  and  intreated  him  to  be  on 

his 
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fciigaard;  as  that  might  end  in  the  ruin  of  one  or 
both  of  them,  as  well  as  ihe  deftrudtion  of  their  en^ 
terprize.  To  fupport  this  advice^  he  lent  him  the 
letter  he  had  received  from  the  fecrctary,  which  Al- 
magro  no  iboner  faw,  than  he  caufed  him  to  be 
hanged. 

Atabaliba's  folicitude  about  his  liberty,  was  much  - 
increafed  by  the  report  of  Almagro's  arrival :  for  he 
wifely  judged,  that  the  iniblence  of  the  Spaniards 
would  be  augmented  in  proportion^  to  their  ftrength. 
He  therefore  haftened  the  bringing  in  the  treafure  he 
had  ofiered  for  his  ranfom^  that  he  might  obtain  his 
liberty  before  Pizarro  was  joined  by  Almagro.  But 
another  acddem  happened  about  the  fame  time, 
which  he  ^prehended  might  prove  ftill  more  fatal  to 
him  y  for  the  Spanifh  officers  who  were  fcnt  with  his 
people  to  Cuzco,  happening  to  pafs  through  the 
town,  where  Huefcar  his  brother  was  confined  in  pri« 
fbn,  went  to  fee  him,  and  told  him  what  Atabaiiba 
had  offered  for  his  ranfom.  1  hat  prince  replied,  that 
lie  had  been  unjulUy  depofed  by  his  brother,  who 
kad  no  right  either  to  the  empire  or  the  treafures  he 
had  promifed ;  and  that  as  he  had  heard  one  principal 
defien  of  their  coming  was  to  relieve  the  diftreflcd, 
he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  releafe  him  from  his 
captivity,  and  reftore  him  to  his  throne,  which  he 
fliould  not  only  gratefully  acknowledge,  but  would 
give  them  more  treafure  than  it  was  in  the  ufurper's 
power  to  beftow :  for  his  loyal  fubjeds  having  burie4 
mod  of  their  gold  and  iilver  on  his  being  made  pri- 
foner^  would  readily  produce  it  again,  and  pay  it  for 
his  ranfom. 

Pizarro^s  meflcngers  liftened  to  his  overtures^  and 
promifed  the  inca  that  juflice  fhould  be  done  him  ^ 
out,  however,  left  that  prince  in  prifon,  and  con- 
tinued  their  journey  to  Cuzqo.  Mean  while  Ataba- 
iiba, being  informed  of  thefe  overtures,  refolved  to 
put  his  brother  to  death  :  but  reflecfting  that  the  Spa- 
niards might  make  this  a  pretence  for  taking  away  his 
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fliould  fubmit,  for  otherwife  God  would  harden  his 
heart  as  he  did  Pharoah's,  and  then  the  Spaniards 
were  to  inflift  upon  him  all  the  plagues  of  Eejrpt. 

To  the  inca,  who  had  never  heard  of  thefe  lubjefts, 
this  diflertation  muft  have  had  all  the  appearance  of 
iionfenfe ;  and  was  rendered  ftill  more  ridiculous  by 
being  delivered  through  a  channel  fo  defpicable  and 
barbarous  as  Pizarro's  interpreter.  However,  the 
inca  made  fome  fort  of  reply,  which  was  interpreted 
fo  badly,  that  the  pricft  knew  no  more  of  the  em- 
peror's meaning,  than  the  emperor  did  of  his.  Thus 
a  fcene  of  conrulion  immediately  enfued,  which  was 
increafed  by  a  tumult  caufed  by  fome  Spaniards,  who 
obferving  an  Indian  idol  upon  a  tower,  richly  adorned 
with  gold,  filver,  and  precious  ftones,  their  avarice 
would  not  fofFer  them  to  wait  longer,  and  therefore 
they  fell  to  plundering  it.  They  were  at  firft  op- 
pofcd  by  the  Indians,  till  the  inca,  whofe  com- 
mand was  to  them  equal  to  a  divine  law,  cried  out. 
That  they  fliould  do  nothing  to  offend  the  children  of 
the  fun. 

Father  Vincent  hearing  the  noife  of  this  tumult, 
turned  about,  and  dropping  his  crofs  and  breviary, 
ran  in  hafte  to  appeafe  it,  when  fome  of  the  perfi- 
dious Spaniards  perceiving  the  crofs  trampled  under 
foot,  cried  out,  "  An  infult  on  Chriftianity,"  and  in- 
ftantly  falling  upon  the  Indians,  committed  a  moft 
dreadful  Daughter ;  and  the  horfe  fuddenly  appearing, 
bore  down  all  before  them  ;  the  poor  Indians  falling 
tame  facrifices  to  their  treachery,  vnthout  making  the 
leaft  refinance.  Francis  Pizarro  at  this  inftant  putting 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  horfe,  advanced  in  perfon 
to  feize  Atabaliba,  and  laying  hold  of  his  robe, 
dragged  die  inca  from  the  chariot  in  which  he  fat  on 
the  (boulders  of  his  attendants.  At  which  inftant, 
one  of  the  Spaniards  attempting  to  ftrike  the  emperor 
with  his  fword,  wounded  Pizarro,  which  was  all  the 
Spanifh  blood  fpilt  at  this  fcene  of  cool,  mercilcfs 
Oaughter.      About  500Q  Indians  were   inhumanly 
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9000  crowns,  befide  what  was  embezzled  by  the 
^diers. 

By  this  time  Almagro  was  advanced  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Caxamsdca,  Pizarro  going  out  to  meet 
him,  received  him  with  all  poflible  marks  of  afiTedion 
and  efteeiPf  and  oflfered  him  fuch  a  (hare  in  the  fpoils 
as  made  him  perfeAly  eafy.  But  his  foldiers,  who 
expe&ed  to  divide  the  booty  with  thofe  who  had 
ferved  under  Pizarro,  were  ready  to  mutiny  on  their 
being  told,  that  they  were  intitled  to  no  patt  of  it. 
They  were  however  foon  appeafed  by  Pizarro  agree- 
ing to  diftribute  100,000  ducats  among  them.  The 
reft  of  the  plunder,  after  the  emperor's  fifth  was  de- 
ducted, was  divided  by  Pizarro  among  his  officer^ 
and  foldiers ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  after  he  had  referved 
the  inca's  golden  chair  for  his  own  ufe,  he  diftributed 
as  much  gold  and  filver  plate  among  the  foldiers,  as 
amounted  to  above  1,500,000  crowns  *,  which,  con- 
fidcring  the  value  of  gold  and  filver  at  that  time,  was 
more  than  15,000,000  of  crowns  now.  But  as  large 
as  this  fum  appears  in  round  numbers,  it  will  yet  be 
found  more  extraordinary  and  furprizing,  if  wc  con- 
Gder  among  how  fmall  a  number  of  men  it  was  di- 
vided. It  appears  from  good  memoirs,  that  upon 
this  divifion,  each  horfeman  had  to  his  (hare  near 
2000  ounces  of  gold,  and  the  meaneft  foldier  the  va- 
lue of  2000 1.  fterling. 

Ferdinand  Pizarro  was  now  chofcn  as  the  fitted  per- 
fon  to  go  to  Europe,  and  wait  on  the  emperor  Charles 
V.  with  his  (hare  of  the  treafure ;  when  about  60  of 
the  private  men  infifted  upon  their  diicharge,  that 
they  might  go  home,  and  peaceably  enjoy  the  wealth 
they  had  obtained.  This  was  violently  oppofcrd  by 
Almagro,  and  moft  of  the  council :  however,  Francis 
Pizarro  over-ruled  this  oppofition,  by  obferving  that 
nothing  could  be  more  political  than  allowing  them 
to  return  home  -,  for  as  the  meaneft  foldier  would  de- 
part fo  very  rich,  they  might  be  certain  of  gaining  ten 
men  for  every  one  they  loft. 

Vol,  I.  •     C  c  ^dw» 
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Before  his  departure,  Ferdinand  Fizarro  went  to 
take  his  leave  of  Atabaliba,  with  whom  he  was  in 
greater  efteem  than  any  of  the  Spanifh  officers.  The 
emperor  therefore  was  much  concerned  at  Us  depar- 
ture, and  faid,  ^'  My  Lord,  you  are  going  home, 
^^  which  is  certainly  matter  of  joy  to  you,  chough  it 
<<  fills  me  with  grief;  for  I  already  apprehend  thai 
"  before  your  return,  the  man  with  one  eye,  (mean- 
"  ing  Almagro,)  and  the  other  with  the  great  belly, 
"  (which  was  the  king's  treafurer,)  will  put  an  end 
"  to  my  life  :  let  us  then  take  our  laft  farewel." 

Nor  was  his  conjcdure  ill  founded,  for  the  Spa- 
niards, who  had  been  fent  for  the  reft  of  Atabaliba's 
ranfbm,  making  a  report  of  the  prodigious  quantities 
of  the  gold  they  had  brought,  and  the  reafons  they 
had  for  believing  that  much  greater  were  concealed, 
Almagro  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  they  Ihould  wsut 
no  longer,  but  difpatch  the  inca,  and  then  make  as 
much  hafte  as  poflible  to  get  into  their  pofleffion  all 
the  gold  in  Peru.  A  cruel  rcfolution,  which,  though 
Francis  Pizarro  at  firft  fcemed  to  rejedt  with  horror, 
he  afterward  gave  it  his  approbation,  on  account  of 
his  being  treated  with  fome  degree  of  contempt  by 
Atabaliba,  and  his  giving  a  vifible  preference  to  other 
officers  in  the  Spanifti  army ;  the  reafon  of  which  is 
very  fingular,  and  cannot  fail  of  giving  pleafurc  to  the 
judicious  reader. 

Atabaliba  was  a  prince  of  great  penetration,  and 
therefore  laboured  to  obtain  as  perfect  a  knowledge 
as  pofTible  of  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  abilities  of 
the  Spaniards,  in  order  that  he  might  be  the  better 
^ble  to  deal  with  them,  if,  upon  the  payment  of  the 
fum  propofed  for  his  ranfom,  they  fhould  actually  re- 
ftore  him  to  liberty.  What  parcicularly  puzzled  him, 
and  fcemed  moit  unaccountable,  was  their  having  the 
art  of  writing  and  reading,  he  not  being  able  to  com- 
prehend whether  it  was  a  natural  endowment,  or  was 
acquired  by  labour  and  application.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain fausfadion^  he  alked  one  of  the  Spanifh  foldien, 
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wbether  ht  coald  cxpreis  the  name  of  God  upon  his 
tliffmb'-nail  i  the  man  readrly  anfwered  that  he  could, 
ttid  accordingly  wrote  it  ^  after  which  the  inca  went 
to  feveral  of  the  captains  and  foldiers,  and  (hewing 
them  his  thumb-nail,  aflced  if  they  knew  what  that 
mark  fignified  ?  and  from  their  anfwers,  began  to  en- 
tertain an  opinion,  that  reading  and  writing  were  na- 
tural to  the  nation.  Francis  Pizarro  falling  in  his 
way,  he  aflced  him  the  fame  queftion ;  but  he,  who 
was  neither  able  to  read  or  write,  blufhed,  and  turned 
away  without  refolving  the  queftion  ;  which  not  only 
changed  Atabaliba's  opinion,  with  refpefb  to  thefe 
accomplifliments,  which  he  now  plainly  faw  were  the 
fruits  of  education ;  but  gave  him  a  very  low  opinion 
of  the  general,  whofc  original  he  was  perfuaded  muft 
have  been  but  mean,  (ince  he  was  in  this  refpe6t  ex- 
ceeded in  knowledge  by  the  poorcft  of  his  foldiers. 

His  contempt  for  Pizarro,  however,  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  bis  ruin ;  which  was  compleated  by  the  vil- 
lany  of  the  wretched  interpreter  already  mentioned  ; 
who  faUing  in  love  with  one  of  Atabaliba's  wives, 
that  monarch  wai^  fo  incenfed,  that  he  let  Pizarro 
know,  that  the  fellow  deferved  to  be  put  to  death, 
which  the  general  turned  inro  jell.  Upon  this  the 
interpreter  rcfolved  to  be  revenged,  and  accufed  the 
inca  of  contriving  the  deftruaion  of  the  Spaniards ; 
when  the  general  ordered  that  this  wild  and  ridiculous 
ftory  (hould  be  digelled  into  a  formal  accufation. 
Comraiflioncrs  were  appointed  to  try  Atabaliba ;  and 
the  following  charge  was  witli  grcac  formality  brought 
^ainft  him:  That  the  late  inca  being  his  eldeft 
brother  and  lawful  fovercign,  and  himfelt  a  baftard, 
he  had  caufcd  him  to  be  depofed  and  imprifoned,  and 
afterwards  ufurped  his  throne :  that  he  haJ  caufcd  his 
faid  brother  to  be  murdered :  that  Atabaliba  was  an 
idolater :  that  he  caufed  his  fubjeils  to  facrifice  men 
and  children :  that  he  had  raifed  unjuft  wars,  and 
been  guilty  of  the  blood  of  many  people :  that  he 
kept  a  great  many  concubines :  that  he  had  cxadted 
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taxes  and  tribute  of  the  Peruvians,  fince  the  Spaniardi 
were  become  in  pofiellion  of  his  country,  and  had 
even  confumed  and  embezzled  the  public  tieafure  ; 
and  that  he  had  incited  the  Indians  to  rebel  and  make 
war  againft  the  Spaniards  fince  he  had  been  their 
prifoner. 

Upon  thefe  abfurd  and  ridiculous  articles,  this  b- 
vereign  prince  was  tried,  in  the  midft  of  his  own  do- 
minions, by  the  invaders  of  his  country :  and  what 
ftill  adds  to  the  abfurdity,  he  was  tried,  not  by  the 
laws  of  Peru,  or  by  the  law  of  nations  eftablilhed  by 
any  country  *,  but  by  thofe  of  Spain ;  and  being  found 
guilty,  was  condemned  to  be  burnt  alive.  It  ought 
however  to  be  obferved,  in  juftice  to  the  reft  of  the 
Spaniards,  that  almoft  all  the  principal  perfons  in  the 
army  declared  againft  this  vile  proceeding,  and  even 
delivered  a  proteft  in  writing  againft  it* 

Father  Vincent,  after  being  concerned  in  this  mock 
Ihew  of  juftice,  undertook  the  inca's  converfion ;  and 
the  argument  he  ufed  to  induce  him  to  be  baptized, 
was  worthy  of  fuch  a  preacher.  He  promifed,  that  if 
he  would  die  a'Chriftian,  inftead  of  being  burned,  he 
Ibould  be  only  ftrangled,  which  had  the  defired  efiefti 
and  to  the  eternal  diftionour  of  all  who  were  concern- 
ed in  this  iniquitous  proceeding,  he  was  baptized  in 
the  evening,  and  ftrangled  the  next  morning. 

The  events  that  followed  the  death  ot  the  Inca 
Atabaliba,  plainly  (hew  that  human  nature  is  the  lame 
in  all  countries  and  climates.  Rumnavi,  one  of  Ata- 
baliba's  generals,  who  had  retired  from  the  bloodhf 
llaughter  at  Caxamalca,  with  the  rear-guard  of  his 
army,  feized  upon  the  province  of  Quito,  and  no 
loonier  heard  of  his  fovereign's  death,  than  he  cut  to 
pieces  fuch  of  his  officers  as  he  believed  firmly 
sCCiched  to  his  late  mafter :  while  Quifquis,  another 
of  his  generals,  who  had  been  Huefcar's  executioner, 
attempted,  with  a  ftill  larger  army,  to  fecure  part  of 
the  province  of  Cuzco.    This  attempt  was  fupponcd 

V  fo  licUe  bravery,  that  he  fled  before  a  handfiil 
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^000  crowns,   befide  what  was  embezzled  by  the 
foldiers. 

By  this  time  Almagro  was  advanced  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Caxamsdca,  Pizarro  going  out  to  meet 
him,  received  him  with  all  poffible  marks  of  afiTeftion 
and  efteem,  and  oflfered  him  fuch  a  (hare  in  the  fpoils 
as  made  him  perfectly  eafy.  But  his  foldiers,  who 
expe&ed  to  divide  the  booty  with  thofe  who  had 
ferved  under  l-*izarrp,  were  ready  to  mutiny  on  their 
being  told,  that  they  were  intitled  to  no  part  of  it. 
They  were  however  foon  appcafed  hy  Pizarro  agree- 
ing to  diftribute  100,000  ducats  among  them.     The 

"reft  of  the  plunder,  after  the  emperor's  fifth  was  de- 
ducted, was  divided  bv  Pizarro  among  his  officer^ 
and  foldiers  ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  after  he  had  referved 
the  inca's  golden  chair  for  his  own  ufe,  he  diftributed 
as  much  gold  and  filver  plate  among  the  foldiers,  as 
amounted  to  above  1,500^000  crowns ;   which,  con- 

.  fidering  the  value  of  gold  and  filver  at  that  time,  was 
more  than  15,000,000  of  crowns  now.  But  as  large 
as  this  fum  appears  in  round  numbers,  it  will  yet  be 
found  more  extraordinary  and  furprizing,  if  we  con- 
Gder  among  how  fmall  a  number  of  men  it  was  di- 
vided. It  appears  from  good  memoirs,  that  upon 
this  divifion,  each  horfeman  had  to  his  (hare  near 
2000  ounces  of  gold,  and  the  meaneft  foldier  the  va- 
lue of  2000 1.  fterling. 

Ferdinand  Pizarro  was  now  chofcn  as  the  fitteft  per- 
fon  to  go  to  Europe,  and  wait  on  the  emperor  Charles 
V.  with  his  (hare  of  the  treafure ;  when  about  60  of 
the  private  men  infifted  upon  their  diicharge,  that 
they  might  go  home,  and  peaceably  enjoy  the  wealth 
they  had  obtained.  This  was  violently  oppoftd  by 
Almagro,  and  moft  of  the  council :  however,  Francis 
Pizarro  over-ruled  this  oppofition,  by  obferving  that 
nothing  could  be  more  political  than  allowing  them 
to  return  home ;  for  as  the  meaneft  foldier  would  de- 
part fo  very  rich,  they  might  be  certain  of  gaining  ten 
men  for  every  one  they  loft. 

Vol.  I.  -     C  c  Before 
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Before  his  departure,  Ferdinand  Fizarro  went  to 
take  his  leave  of  Atabaliba,  with  whom  he  was  in 
greater  efteem  than  any  of  the  Spanifli  officers.  The 
emperor  therefore  was  much  concerned  at  his  depar- 
ture, and  fatd,  ^*  My  Lord,  you  are  going  home, 
**  which  is  certainly  matter  of  joy  to  you,  chough  it 
*'  fills  me  with  grief;  for  I  already  apprehend  chat 
"  before  your  return,  the  man  with  one  eye,  (mean- 
•*  ing  Almiagro,)  and  the  other  with  the  great  belly, 
*'  (which  was  the  king's  treafurer,)  will  put  an  end 
"  to  my  life  :  let  us  then  take  our  laft  farcwel.** 

Nor  was  his  conjeSure  ill  founded,  for  the  Spa- 
niards, who  had  been  fent  for  the  reft  of  Atabaliha's 
ranfom,  making  a  report  of  the  prodigious  quantities 
of  the  gold  they  had  brought,  and  the  reafons  they 
had  for  believing  that  much  greater  were  concealed, 
Almagro  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  they  Ihould  wait 
no  longer,  but  difpatch  the  inca,  and  then  make  as 
much  hafte  as  pofTible  to  get  into  their  pofleffion  all 
the  gold  in  Peru.  A  cruel  refolution,  which,  though 
Francis  Pizarro  at  firft  fcemed  to  rejcdt  with  horror, 
he  afterward  gave  it  his  approbation,  on  account  of 
his  being  treated  with  fome  degree  of  contempt  by 
Atabaliba,  and  his  giving  a  vifible  preference  toother 
officers  in  the  Spanifli  army ;  the  reafon  of  which  is 
very  fingular,  and  cannot  fail  of  giving  pleafurc  to  the 
judicious  reader. 

Atabaliba  was  a  prince  of  great  penetration,  and 
therefore  laboured  to  obtain  as  perfect  a  knowledge 
as  pofTible  of  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  abilities  of 
the  Spaniards,  in  order  that  he  might  be  the  better 
able  to  deal  with  them,  if,  upon  the  p.iyment  of  the 
fum  propoled  for  his  ranfom,  they  fliould  actually  rc- 
ftore  him  to  liberty.  What  parcicularly  puzzled  him, 
iind  ll-emcd  molt  unaccountable,  was  their  having  the 
art  of  writing  and  reading,  he  not  being  able  to  com- 
prehend whether  it  was  a  natural  endowment,  or  was 
acquired  by  labour  and  application.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain fatisfaction,  he  alked  one  of  the  Spanifh  foldiers, 

whether 
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no  Peruvian  (hould  be  loaded  with  fetters ;  and  that 
the  Spaniards  ihould  not  treat  them  as  (laves,  but  as 
freemen,  and  be  allowed  to  entertain  Peruvians  as 
hired  fervants :  that  all  the  laws  of  their  country 
(hould  be  inviolably  obierved,  which  were  not  repug- 
nant to  thofe  of  Chriftianity :  and  that  this  treaty 
ihould  be  ratified  by  the  Spaniih  general  and  his  fo- 
vereign  the  emperor  of  Germany,  The  Spaniards 
infilled  on  having  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  i 
on  having  lands  aQlgned  them  for  their  fubfiftance ; 
and  free  liberty  of  trade,  without  paying  any  taxes. 
All  which  were  granted  them. 

But  reafonable  and  generous  as  thefe  articles  were, 
Pizarro  and  Almagro pofitively  refufed  to  ratify  them; 
and  would  hear  nothmg  but  an  abfolute  fubmiflion  of 
their  country  and  peribns  to  the  will  of  the  Spaniards. 
Continuing  his  march  therefore  toward  Cuzco,  he 
was  again  attacked  at  fome  difficult  pafles  in  the 
mountains,  by  feveral  parties  of  Peruvians :  but 
finding  themfclves  unable  to  refift  their  fire-arms  and 
horfes,  they  fled  to  the  capital ;  declaring  that  it  was 
in  vain  for  any  human  force  to  oppoie  the  Spaniards, 
who  were  armed  with  thunder  and  lightning.  The 
inhabitants  of  Cuzco,  upon  this,  fled  with  their  wives 
and  children,  and  what  was  moft  valuable  to  them, 
to  the  woods  and  mountains.  Pizarro  entered  the 
city  without  oppofition,  in  Odober,  1532;  and 
though  the  citizens  had  time  to  carry  off  their  goods,  he 
met  with  immenfe  treafure  :  and  4s  it  was  the  cuftom 
of  the  country  to  bury  with  their  great  men  the  belt 
part  of  the  riches  they  poirefled,  thefe  conqueror^ 
who  made  no  difficulty  of  rifling  lepulchres,  found 
as  much  wealth  in  the  tombs,  as  in  the  habitations  of 
the  living.     1  he  plunder  of  the  city  has  been  com- 

})uted  to  amount  at  lead  to  the  full  value  of  Ataba- 
iba's  ranfom. 

Pizarro  having  now  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  ca- 
pital, thought  fit  to  invite  the  inhabitants  to  return 
to  their  dwellings;  as  hejuftly  concluded,  that  if  the 
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peope  were  rendered  defperate,  the  whole  power  of 
the  empire  might  aflemble  againft  him.  The  Indi- 
ans  accepted  this  invitation,  and  returned  to  their 
houfes ;  and  even  the  Inca  made  fome  overtures,  in- 
timating that  he  would  be  content  to  embrace  the 
Chriftian  religion,  and  hold  his  dominions  of  the  em- 

J)eror  of  Germany,  provided  that  neither  he  nor  his 
ubjcfts  fhould  for  the  fiiture  be  molefted  either  in 
their  perfons  or  eftatcs.  Pizarro  givine  him  all  pof- 
fible  encouragement,  he  came  in  peiton  to  Cuzco, 
where  he  was  proclaimed  Inca,  and  invefted  with  that 
dignity  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  predeceflbrs  ;  Pi- 
zarro ac  the  fame  time  agreeing  to  obferve  the  articles 
already  mentioned.  Thefe  pacific  meafurcs  were  in- 
deed become  ncceflary,  intelligence  being  received 
that  all  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Peru  were  afiem- 
bling  againft  them,  in  behalf  of  the  inca  Manco  Ca- 
pac;  and  from  Pizarro's  knowing  that  Rumnavi, 
Quifquis,  and  other  Peruvian  generals,  had  taken 
poffeiTion  of  Quito,  which  had  a  little  before  obliged 
him  to  fend  a  confiderable  detachment  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sebaftian  Belancazar  to  reinforce  the  colony 
at  St.  Michael's,  and  to  make  head  againft  the  Pe- 
ruvian generals  in  Quito. 

While  Francis  Pizarro  and  his  officers  were  thus 
employed  in  the  reduftion  of  feveraj  provinces  of  the 
empire,  they  were  fuddenly  interrupted  by  an  unex- 
pedted  invauon  of  their  countrymen.  Don  Pedro  de 
Alverado,  who  had  diftinguiftied  himfelf  with  Cor- 
tes in  the  conqueft  of  Mexico,  hearing  of  the  vaft 
ftrealth  obtained  by  thefe  adventurers,  was  refolved 
to  come  in  for  a  ftiare.  As  he  was  poflefled  of  the 
province  of  Guatimala,  he  fitted  out  feveral  ihips, 
and  landed  at  Puerto  Vejo  -,  croflcd  a  part  of  the 
Andes  near  the  equator ;  and  was  met  in  the  valley 
of  Riobamba  by  a  large  body  of  troops  fent  by  Pi- 
zarro,  under  the  comm.md  of  Almagro,  who  had 
joined  Belancazar.  A  battle  now  feemed  almoft  ine- 
vitable ;  but  a  negotiation  being  entered  into»  and  a 
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private  treaty  figned  between  them ;  Alverado  agreed 
to  return  to  his  own  government,  in  conflderation  of 
his  being  paid  ioo,coo  pefoes  of  gold  to  defray  the 
expence  of  fitting  out  his  fleet :  and  promifed  never 
to  attempt  an  invafion  of  Peru  during  the  lives  of 
Pizarro  or  Almagro.  Things  being  thus  amicably 
fettled,  Alverado  and  Almagro  joined  their  forces, 
in  order  to  march  to  Cuzco  to  procure  Pizarro's  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty :  but  Pizarro,  "^ho  chofe  to  pre- 
vent his  arrival  at  that  capital,  met  him  by  the  way, 
and  accommodated  matters  to  their  mutual  fatisfac- 
tion. 

Alverado,  after  he  had  fufficiently  refted  and  re* 
frefhed  himielf,  took  his  leave  of  the  two  generals, 
highly  fatisfied  both  with  the  treatment  he  had  met 
with,  and  the  treafures  he  had  acquired.  Almagro 
then  went  back  to  Cuzco,  while  Pizarro  ftaid  be- 
hind to  fearch  for  a  proper  place  for  founding  a  new 
city  ;  which  he  at  length  built  on  the  fea  coaft  on  the 
banks  of  the  little  river  Lima,  in  12^  30%  fouth  la- 
titude, 120  miles  weft  of  Cuzco.  The  firft  ftone 
was  laid  on  the  6th  of  January,  1534.;  and  from  its 
being  the  feaft  of  £piphany,  he  called  the  town  Villa 
de  los  Reyes,  or  the  city  of  kings.  This  place  is 
now  the  capital  of  Peru,  and  is  known  by  the  name 
of  Lima.  He  then  proceeded  along  the  coaft  of  the 
South  Sea  to  a  place  about  300  miles  farther  north, 
where  he  founded  another  city ;  which,  from  the  place 
of  his  birth,  he  called  Truxillo. 

While  Francis  Pizarro  was  employed  in  building 
this  laft  city,  he  received  advice,  that  his  brother 
Ferdinand  had  in  a  great  meafure  fucceeded  in  his 
negotiation  at  the  court  of  Spain  ;  having  procured 
for  him  the  title  of  Marquis  de  los  AtabiUos,  with 
the  revenues  of  that  province,  and  a  large  increafe 
of  territory,  which  was  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  New  Caftile  :  that  he  had  alio  obtained  for 
Almagro  the  poft  of  marfhal  of  Peru,  and  a  govern- 
ment 200  leagues  in  extent  to  the  Southward  of  the 
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murder  rendered  him  in  the  opinion  xiS  th«  naciveit 
The  two  fadions  inftandy  united  a^inft  him  under 
Manco  Capac,  the  brother  and  heir  of  Huc(car„  who 
was  proclaimed  inca  at  Cuzco.  Upon  which  Pizarro 
rodaitned  Toparpa,  the  fon  of  Atabaliba ;  caufcd 
im  to  wear  the  imperial  coronet ;  to  be  treated  with 
the  fame  honours  as  his  father  %  and  iflued  fuch  orders 
in  his  name  as  were  for  the  incereft  c^'the  Spaniards. 
This  emperor,  however,  diei  foon  after,  when  Pi- 
zarro imagining  that  nothing  could  eltablKh  the  do- 
minion of  the  Spaniards  in  Peru,  more  than  his  ob« 
taining  poiTeflion  of  Cuzco  its  capital,  he  began  his 
march  thither  with  all  his  forces,  which  confilted  of 
near  400  men,  befides  fuch  as  were  ililed  confederate 
Indians. 

Mean  while  Atauchi,  brother  to  Atabaliba,  having 
coUefted  a  large  quanuty  of  treafure,  to  purchafe  his 
brother's  ranfom,  brought  it  to  Caxamalca :  but  find* 
ing  Atabaliba  murdered,  and  the  Spaniards  marched 
from  thence,  refolved  to  be  revenged ;  and  joining 
his  forces  with  fome  Peruvian  generals,  furprifed  the 
Spaniards  upon  their  march  to  Cuzco,  killed  fome  .of 
them,  and  took  feveral  prifoners.  Among  thefc  pri- 
foners  was  Sanco  de  Cueliar,  who  had  drawn  up  the 
procefs  againH:  Atabaliba,  and  attended  his  execudon. 
With  thefe  prifoners  the  Indian  generals  returned  to 
Caxamalca,  where  they  caufed  De  Cueliar  to  be 
ftranglcd  on  the  ycry  fpot  where  the  emperor  was  put 
to  death.  But  being  informed  that  fome  of  the  other 
prifoners  had  protefted  againft  the  inca*s  murder,  they 
not  only  fpared  their  lives,  but  ordered  the  wounded 
to  be  cured,  and  difmiflcd  them  with  confiderable 
prefents,  on  their  fijgning  the  following  articles. 
That  all  avlts  of  hoftiluy  fhould  be  forgiven  on  both 
fides  :  that  for  tl;e  future,  peace  fhould  be  inviolably 
maintained  bv.Hwecn  the  Peruvians  and  Spaniards : 
that  the  former  fliould  allow  Manco  Capac  to  afcend 
the  throne  of  Peru  :  that  fuch  Indians  as  they  held  in 
chains  IhouKi  be  fet  at  liberty :  that  for  the  future, 

no 
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Alaiagro  confidering  that  the  latter  was  the  ihorter 
coady  md  that  cold,  however  (harp,  was  more  fup^ 
portable  u>  Etu-opean  conftitutions  than  exceflive  heat, 
chofe  that  pafiage ;  an()  perfilbed  in  his  refolution, 
in  fpite  of  the  reprefentations  of  PauUu  and  the  In-r 
dians :  but  he  had  foon  reafon  to  repent  of  his  obfti* 
nacy  \  for  his  men  being  obliged  to  remove  the  fnow 
with  dieir  hands,  made  ibort  journies,  foon  confumed 
their  provifKms,  and  were  reduced  to  inconceivable 
diftrefles;  fo  that  he  loft  above  10,000  Peruvians, 
and  150  Spaniards,  exchiflve  of  fuch  as  efcaped  with 
the  Ic^  of  their  jBngers  and  toes,  though  the  Spa- 
niards were  very  warmly  cloathed.  They  alfo  loft  all 
or  the  grcateft  part  of  their  baggage.  However, 
they,  at  length,  after  a  tedious  march  of  600  miles, 
arrived  in  Copayapu,  fubjeft  to  the  inca  of  Peru, 
where,  thn^ugh  Faullu*s  influence,  they  were  chcar- 
fully  entertained;  and  the  inhabitants  not  only 
brought  them  plenty  of  provifions,  but  being  in- 
formed of  their  love  of  gold,  made  them  prcfents  to 
the  amount  of  rooo  ducats. 

Almagro  found  FauUu's  authority  of  great  fcrvicc 
to  him  in  his  progreis ;  for  on  his  account  he  was  re- 
ceived in  many  places  with  much  cordiality,  and  op- 
pofed  in  few  -,  fo  that  he  might  eafily  have  eftablifhed 
colonies  in  very  advantageous  fituations,  had  not  a 
kind  of  infatuation  diredted  all  his  views  toward 
Cuzco,  where  he  was  relblved  to  rule :  affirming,  that 
according  to  the  commiffion  which  he  had  received 
from  the  king  of  Spain,  this  city  fell  within  his  jurifdic- 
tion.  This  commiffion  was  brought  him  by  Ruis 
Diaz  and  Juan  de  Herada,  who  joined  him  with  re- 
cruits from  Cuzco,  after  having  pafled  the  Cordil- 
leras, the  road  Almagro  himfdf  had  taken;  and 
which,  as  it  was  then  fummer,  he  pafled  with  very 
little  fatigue. 

Notwithftanding  Almagro's  receiving  thcfe  re- 
cruits, he  abandoned  all  his  views  upon  Chili,  and 
|)egan  his  march  northward  -,  when  his  army  beiti^ 
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terrified  at  the  remembrance  of  the  diftrefles  they 
had  endured  in  pafling  the  Cordilleras,  ablblutely  re- 
iufed  to  return  by  the  fame  road  they  came.  Upon 
which  he  was  obliged  to  take  his  rout  through  the 
defart,  where  he  was  told  by  the  Indians,  that  there 
was  no  water,  but  what  was  to  be  met  with  in  (land- 
ing pools,  corrupted  by  the  heat  of  the  fun ;  and 
even  thefe  at  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  diftai^ce  from 
each  other.  To  remedy  thefe  inconveniences,  lea- 
thern bottles  were  made  to  carry  the  water,  and  par- 
ties of  Indians  difpatched  before  the  army  to  drain 
the  pits  of  that  which  was  ftagnated,  and  leave  the 
frefti  at  liberty  to  rife:  expedients  that  were  of 
vaft  ufe,  and  that  enabled  them  to  pafs  thefe  barren 
tradts  with  much  lefs  difficulty  than  was  at  firft  ima- 
gined. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Peruvians  who  marched 
with  Almagro,  grew  difcon tented  at  the  ill  ufagc 
they  met  with  from  the  Spaniards,  and  complained 
to  each  other  of  their  barbarity.  None  had  greater 
Ihare  in  thefe  conferences  than  the  interpreter  to  often 
mentioned,  who  at  length  engaged  in  a  plot  againft 
Almagro's  life ;  but  refledbing  on  the  danger  to  which 
he  was  expofed,  endeavoured  to  fccure  himfclf  by 
flight.  He  was  however  taken,  and  then  informed 
againft  the  inca  Paullu  as  being  the  principal  perfon 
in  the  plot;  but  this  being  inconfiftent  with  that 
prince's  general  behaviour,  Almagro  caufed  the  in- 
terpreter to  be  put  to  the  torture,  when  he  confefled 
the  falfhood  of  his  accufation,  and  at  the  fame  time 
acknowleged,  that  by  falfe  fuggeftions  he  had  con- 
tributed to  take  away  the  life  of  Atabaliba.  On 
which  accounts  he  fuffered  an  ignominious  death. 

At  this  rime  affairs  were  in  great  confufion  in  Peru : 
the  inca  Manco  had  now  loft  all  confidence  in  the 
Spaniards,  and  was  fenfible  of  the  injuries  he  re- 
ceived, and  of  the  little  hopes  there  were  of  his 
ever  being  rcftored  to  the  poffeffion  of  his  throne  and 
the  fi)vereign  power,  as  had  been  promifed  by  the 
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treaty  of  Caxamalca,  that  he  refolved  to  try  what 
could  be  done  by  force ;  judging  it  better  to  rely  upon 
the  juilice  of  his  caufe,  and  the  afliftance  of  his  peo- 
dc,  than  upon  the  promifes  of  thofe  who  had  fo 
Daiely  broke  their  words  to  his  brother,  and  never 
fulElled  their  engagements  to  himfelf.  For  this  pur- 
pofc  he  prevailed  on  Ferdinand  Pizarro  to  give  nim 
leave  to  go  to  a  folemn  feftival  held  at  Yucaya,  four 
leagues  rrom  Cuzco ;  which  was  in  reality  a  kind  of 
ailembly  of  the  ftatcs  of  Peru,  where  a  fcheme  was. 
laid  of  inftantly  raifing  three  armies,  and  invefting 
Cuzco,  Lima,  and  Truxillo  at  the  fame  time.  With 
the  firft  he  himfelf  took  the  caftle  of  Cuzco,  and 
cloiely  blocked  up  the  city  :  the  fecond,  which  con- 
lifted  of  a  good  body  of  troops,  marched  againft 
Francis  Pizarro,  who  was  fent  to  the  city  of  Lima  5 
and  the  third  was  intended  to  adl  againft  Almagro, 
notice  of  which  was  fent  to  the  high  prieft,  who 
found  means  to  efcape  from  the  army.  Pnnce  Paulfu 
was  alfo  informed  of  the  fituation  of  his  brother's 
affairs,  and  what  was  expected  from  him  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  conqueft  of  the  invaders ;  but  he  re- 
jeded  thcfe  propofals,  and  declared  he  would  never 
break  his  faith  with  the  Spaniards.  The  interpreter 
having  difclofed  this  fecret  with  his  .laft  breath,  Al- 
m^ro  declared  PauUu  emperor ;  and  though  he  had 
before  refuled  that  title,  yet  he  fuffered  it  to  be  given 
him,  for  the  fake  of  his  own  fafety,  and  that  his  na- 
tion might  not  want  a  proteftor. 

The  inca  Maaco  ftill  continued  to  befiege  Cuzco 
with  an  army  of  200,000  men :  but  though  there 
were  only  70  Spaniards  in  the  place,  yet  having  foriie 
horfc  and  a  good  train  of  artillery,  they  made  a  vi- 
gorous defence;  and  what  is  ftill  more  furprifing, 
made  feveral  fallies,  in  one  of  which  Juan  Pizarro 
being  wounded  in  the  head  with  a  ftone,  died  about 
three  days  after,  to  the  great  regret  of  thofe  of  his 
party. 

The 
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country  alBgixcd  to  the  marquis  Fizano ;  but  that  as 
to  his  demand  of  the  vaiTala^  of  20,000  Indians* 
the  en>peror  refuied  to  erant  it  him,  *  dll  he  was  in* 
formed  of  the  cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  what  con* 
fequences  might  proceed  from  it,  when  he  would 
ihow  him  all  the  favour  in  that  particular  that  was 
confiftent  with  juftice. 

As  the  afliftance  of  the  Peruvians  was  'ftill  necef* 
fary  to  the  Spaniards,  they  endeavoured  to  keep  fair 
with  them,  yet  at  the  fame  time  awed  them  with 
troops  in  difierent  places  :  they  ftrengthened  Belanca- 
zar  at  Quito,  and  a  large  body  marched  to  the  norch- 
eaft  to  reduce  fbme  provinces  bordering  on  the  im- 
menfe  ndge  of  mountains  called  the  Andes ;  and 
thus  (hewed,  that  they  were  very  far  from  intending 
to  perform  the  agreement  made  with  the  Peruvians. 

Almagro  having  refolved  upon  his  fouthern  expe- 
dition, the  inca  Manco,  in  hopes  of  obliging  the 
Spaniards,  afTifted  him  with  1 5,000  men,  under  the 
conduct  of  his  brother  PauUu,  and  Villachuma,  or 
as  he  is  called  by  the  Spaniih  hiftorians,  Villahoma. 
With  this  body  of  men  Almagro  began  his  march  in 
the  year  1545,  and  proceeded  fouthward  as  far  as 
the  province  of  Charcas;  which  he  (lighted  as  not 
worth  keeping,  on  account  of  its  being  a  barren 
and  inhofpitable  country  *.  In  this  province  Alma* 
gro  was  informed  of  two  paflagcs  into  Chili,  both 
of  them  attended  with  extraordinary  difficulty  ;  the 
one  being  through  a  hot  fandy  defart,  where  his  peo- 
ple muft  be  prepared  to  encounter  the  fevereft  at- 
tacks of  heat  and  thirft  ;  the  other  lying  over  prodi- 
gious mountains  covered  with  Inow,  fo  ci-aggy  and 
Iteep  as  fcarce  to  admit  of  being  climbed,  and  fo  in- 
tenfely  cold  as  to  be  impaflfable,  except  at  one  fea- 
fon  of  the  year. 

•  This  has,  however,  fincc  proved  the  mod  valuable  of  all  the 
Spanifh  acquifuions,  as  it  contains  the  rich  mountains  of  Potofi, 
from  whence  more  filvcr  has  been  brought  into  Europe,  than  from 
any  other  mines  hitherto  difcovcred. 

7  Almagro 
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In  the  mean  time  the  marquis  Pizarro  hearing  no 
news  from  hb  brother  at  Cuzco,  and  concluding  that 
all  the  parties  he  had  fent  thither  to  reinforce  them 
had  been  cut  off  by  the  Peruvians ;  refolvcd  to  fend 
fuch  a  body  of  troops  thither  as  ihould  be  able  to 
force  their  way  in  fpite  of  all  the  oppofltion  the  In- 
dians could  make  againft  them.  Haying  ailembled 
5000  horfq  and  foot,  he  gave  the  command  of  this 
body  to  Don  Alonzo  de  Aiverado,  with  otders  to 
march  with  all  poffible  expedition ;  and  imder  him 
appointed  Pedro  de  Lerma  captain  of  a  troop  of 
horfe,  who  being  an  older  officer^  was  fo  difgufted, 
tliat  he  meditated  the  ruin  of  the  enterprize, 

Alverado  marched  with  fuch  difpatch,  that  though 
he  had  preffed  upwards  of  5000  Peruvians  to  carry 
their  baggage,  moft  of  them  perilhed  in  the  firft  part 
of  the  journey,  by  being  overloaden,  and  driven  be- 
yond their  ftrength  :  upon  which  he  halted,  and  pret- 
fed  fome  thoufands  more,  to  fupply  the  places  of 
thofe  he  had  loft. 

Almagro  having  received  intelligence  that  Don 
Alonzo  Alverado  was  advancing,  difpatched  fome 
Spaniards  of  diftindion  to  represent  to  him  that  Cuz- 
co,  according  to  the  emperor's  divifion  of  Peru,  was 
a  part  of  his  government,  and  to  advife  him  to  re- 
turn back  to  Lima,  till  the  marquis  and  he  fliould  adjuft 
the  limits  of  their  refpe&ive  government :  when  Alve- 
rado, inftead  of  complying  wich  this  requeft,  made 
thcfc  gentlemen  prifoncrs.  Upon  this  Almagro  took 
•the  field,  and  furpriled  a  party  of  Alverado*s  horfe  ; 
by  whom  he  was  informed,  that  great  part  of  the 
troops  were  better  afFcfted  10  him  than  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Pizarro,  and  that  Pedro  de  Lerma  with  many 
ot  his  friends,  would  defert  upon  the  firft  opportu- 
nity :  he  therefore  advanced  to  the  banks  of  a  fmall 
river,  on  the  other  fide  of  which  Alverado  was  en- 
camped. They  remained  quiet,  however,  without 
endeavouring  to  attack  each  other  the  whole  day .; 
but  in  the  night  Orgonez,  Almagro's  lieutenant- 
general. 
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general,  foY^ed  the  river  at  the  head  of  the  troops, 
threw  Alverado*s  forces  into  great  confufion;  and 
giving  Pedro  de  Lcrnw,  with  the  reft  of  Almagro's 
friends,  an  opportunity  of  joining  him,  gained  an 
cafy  viftory,  and  took  Alverado  prifoner,  with  whom 
he  returned  in  triumph  to  Cuzco.  Some  of  the  prin- 
cipal commanders  now  advifed  the  conqueror  to  pro- 
vide for  his  future  fecurity,  by  putting  the  Pizarros 
to  dedth :  but  this  he  abfolutely  refukd,  alledging, 
that  it  was  beneath  a  gentleman  and  a  fbldier  to  put 
people  to  death  in  cold  blood  *,  and  though  he  was 
preflcd  with  great  warmth  to  march  with  his  vi&ori- 
ous  army  againft  Lima,  he  would  not  agree  to  it,  on 
account  of  his  having  no  claim  to  that  part  of  the 
country. 

The  marquis  Pizarro  was  greatly  afFefted  at  the 
news  of  this  defeat ;  and  finding  himfelf  too  weak 
to  make  head  againft  Almagro,  he  fent  deputies  to 
Cuzco  to  propofe  an  accommodation.     Almagro  re- 
ceived them  with  great  civility ;  and  promifcd  to  have 
an  interview  with  the  marquis,  in  which  commiiC- 
oners  fhould  be  chofen  to  fettle  their  rcfpeftive  boun- 
daries.    He  accordingly  marched  out  of  Cuzco,  at 
the  head  of  above  five  hundred  Spaniards,  and  took 
the  road  to  Lima,  carrying  Ferdinand  Pizarro  with 
him  as  his  prifoner,  while  Gonzak)  Pizarro  and  Alve- 
rado were  left  in  the  city  under  the  care  of  Dc  Rojas^ 
but  after  Almagro's  departure,  they  feized  Dc  Rojas, 
put  him  in  irons,  and  made  their  efcape  to  Li^u^ 
accompanied  by  about  60  men,  whom  they  had  won 
over  to  their  intereft.     Upon  receiving  the  news  of 
it  efcape,  Orgonez  and  his  partizans  urged  Alma- 
»  revenge  it  by  the  death  of  his  priloner  Ferdi- 
buc  tlus  he  abfolutely  refufed,  and  foon  after 
iC  marquis  at  Mala,  with  twelve   perfons  on 
««wi  fide,  in  order  to  terminate  their  difputes.     This 
-inference  was  however  fuddenly  broke  off  by  one 
^  *  ^magro's  followers  rufhing  abruptly  into  his  pre^ 
nd  cr^ltvg  out  that  he  was  betrayed  j  where- 
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upon  he  inftantly  took  horfe  and  rode  off,  leaving 
inacters  entirely  unfettled. 

This  alarm  was  caiifed  by  the  approach  of  Gon^ 
zalo  with  700  men.  Upon  which  Orgonez  alfo  ad- 
vanced with  his  troops,  in  order  to  prevent  the  trea- 
chery he  fufpeded  to  be  in  agitation.  Each  fide  now 
feemed  ready  for  war :  but  a  treaty  was  concluded ; 
by  which  the  poflefTion  of  Cuzco,  with  other  advan- 
C^es,  was  ceded  to  Almagro,  till  the  emperor*s  de- 
cilion  Ihould  be  known.  In  confequence  of  this 
treaty,  Ferdinand  Pizarro  was  fet  at  liberty,  upon 
his  taking  an  oath  not  to  a£t  againft  Almagro. 

The  marquis  Pizarro  had  no  fooner  obtained  his 
brother's  liberty,  than  he  broke  through  the  treaty  ; 
lending  a  notary  with  witnefles  to  fummon  Almagro 
€o  furrender  Cuzco  and  all  the  places  he  had  con- 
quered, on  pain  of  being  treated  as  a  rebel.  This 
method  of  proceeding  was  the  more  inexcufable,  as 
lie  had  juft  before  received  an  cxprefe  from  court,  by 
which  each  governor  was  enjoined,  under  pain  of  the 
emperor's  difpleafure,  to  keep  quiet  pofleffion  of  all 
fuch  places  as  (hould  own  their  refpeftive  jurifdiftion 
at  the  time  of  the  meffenger*s  arrival :  and  in  cafe 
they  thought  themfelves  injured,  they  were  direfted 
to  appeal  to  the  council  of  the  Indies.  But  thefe 
orders  he  thought  fit  to  fupprefs. 

Almagro,  feeing  how  ungeneroufly  he  was  treated, 
gave  orders  for  defending  Cuzco  -,  and  marched  with 
his  troops  to  meet  the  marquis's  army,  which  was 
advancing  under  the  command  of  Gonzalo  Pizarro : 
but  after  an  engagement,  which  Lifted  two  hours, 
Almagro  was  entirely  defeated.  He  retired  to  the 
citadel  of  Cuzco,  whither  he  was  followed  by  Alve- 
rado,  to  whom  he  was  foon  obliged  to  furrender. 

Almagro  was  no  fooner  in  the  power  of  his  ene- 
mies, than  Ferdinand  refolved  to  be  revenged  for  his 
own  and  his  brother's  long  imprifonment,  and  effec- 
tually to  prevent  his  making  head  againft  the  Pizarros 
for  the  future  :    therefore,  after  Almagro  had  be^t^ 
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The  inca,  hearing  of  Almagro*s  approaching  Cu2- 
co,  rcfolved  to  retire  -,  and  though  Almagro  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  him  to  agree  to  a  treaty,  he  ab- 
fohitely  refufed  it,  being  determined  never  more  to 
hear  of  terms  from  a  people  who  had  hitherto  kept 
none  with  him.  He  had  alfo  took  a  very  furprifing 
ftep,  which  was  difbanding  his  army,  and  privately 
retiring  to  the  mountains.  His  officers  endeavoured 
to  difiuade  him  from  it,  by  obferving,  that  no  time 
could  ever  promife  him  greater  fuccefs  than  this,  ia 
which  Pizarro  and  Almagro  were  at  open  variance. 
In  anfwer  to  which  he  replied,  that  notwithftanding 
their  private  animofities,^  they  would  certainly  join 
againft  him,  fhould  he  make  a  (hew  of  oppofing 
them ;  and  that  it  was  time  enough  for  him  to  return 
and  vindicate  his  right,  when  they  were  thoroughly 
weakened  by  their  mutual  contentions. 

It  is  furprizing  that  the  Spaniards  fl:ouId  have  cho- 
fen  this  time  for  quarrelling  among  themfelves,  and 
entering  into  a  civil  war.  But  Almagro  having  a 
confidcrable  body  of  troops  under  his  command,  re- 
folved  immediately  to  renew  his  old  claim  to  Cuzco  ; 
and  in  cafe  he  fhould  make  himfelf  mafter  of  that 
city,  determined  to  render  it  the  feat  of  his  govern- 
ment. On  his  appearing  before  the  walls,  and  find- 
ing the  Indians  drawn  off,  he  fcnt  a  fummons  to  Eton 
Ferdinand  Pizarro,  the  Spanifti  governor,  to  deliver 
up  the  city  :  to  which  he  anfwered,  that  he  held  it 
by  commiffion  from  his  brother  the  marquis,  and 
would  not  deliver  it  up  without  his  orders,  as  he 
knew  it  to  be  within  the  limits  of  his  brother's  go- 
vernment. He  immediately  proceeded  to  put  the 
place  in  a  pofture  of  defence  ;  but  part  of  the  gar- 
rifon  being  Almagro*s  friends,  introduced  his  forces 
into  the  town  at  midnight,  when  Ferdinand  and  Gon- 
zalo  Pizarro  were  made  prilbners  •,  by  which  means 
Almagro  became  poffefTcd  of  Cuzco,  with  little  or 
no  blcodfhed,  and  mod  of  the  garriibn  entered  into 
his  pay. 

In 
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hcver  Teen  before,  was  in  a  great  meafure  worn  off. 
Some  of  them  even  learned  how  to  ride  and  handle 
arms  ;  and  having  taken  fome  horfes,  were  not  afraid 
to  make  vk  of  them  againft  thcfe  tyrants ;  and  it 
feems  highly  probable,  that  had  riot  fome  particular 
bodies  of  Indians  been  (6  infatuated  as  to  adhere  to 
the  intereft  of  the  Spaniards,  difcover  the  ftrong  paf- 
icsy  and  from  time  to  tltfie  bring  them  both  provi- 
fions  and  intelligence  -,  I'izarro  would  at  laft  have  been 
obliged  to  abaridon  his  conqu^fts. 

The  moft  confiderable  acquifition  made  after  AI- ' 
magro*s  death,  was  the  conqueft  of  the  province  of 
Charcas,  in  which  were  the  invaluable  mines  of  Po- 
tofi ;  whofe  treafures  attrafted  fuch  a  multitude  of 
adventurers,  that  the  Peruvians  were  at  length  com- 
pelled to  fubmit,  and  become  flaves  to  their  imperii 
ous  mailers. 

This  conqueft  being  finiftied,  the  marquis  founded 
the  town  of  La  Plata,  fo  named  from  the  Giver  mines; 
and  divided,  not  only  the  city  and  the  country  about 
it,  but  the  Indian  inhabitants  among  the  conquerors. 
To  his  brother  Ferdinand  Pizarro,  who  was  then  con- 
fined in  Spain,  he  allotted  a  large  (hare ;  and  to  his 
brother  Gonzalo,  that  part  of  the  country  in  which 
were  the  filver  mines  of  Potofi.  Ferdinand,  as  a  ci- 
tizen of  La  Plata,  had  alfo  a  (hare  in  thefe  mines ; 
and  a  particular  part  of  the  country  being  affigned  to 
his  officers,  they  difcovcred  fo  rich  a  vein,  that  they 
arc  faid  to  have  dug  from  it  the  fineft  filver  without 
any  alloy. 

The  marquis  now  found  himfelf  poffefied  of  an 
extent  of  country  7  or  Soo  leagues  in  length,  from 
the  equinoftial  to  the  fouch  part  of  the  province  of 
Charcas,  in  which  were  more  rich  mines  than  in  all 
the  world  befide,  and  yet  his  ambition  was  not  fatis- 
ficd  :  but  in  an  extreme  old  age  he  employed  his 
brother  Gonzalo,  who  was  then  governor  of  Quito, 
tn  the  conqueft  of  other  nations. 
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Gonzalo  accordingly  entered  the  province  ofLoa 
Quitos  -,  and  after  fubduing  that  country,  where  the 
people  were  downright  barbarians  when  compared 
with  thofc  of  Peru,  he  rcfolvcd  to  pafs  the  high 
mountains  which  bound  that  province  on  the  norui. 
For  that  purpofe  he  afltmbled  a  confiderablc  number 
of  Indians,  and  a  good  quantity  of  cattle  ;  but  hav- 
ing afcended  half  way,  the  cold  was  fo  intcnfe,  that 
he  perceived  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  profe- 
cute  his  march  in  that  manner.  Therefore  leaving 
his  cattle  and  the  beft  part  of  his  baggage,  he  haftily 
delccnded  into  the  valley  of  Zumaque,  which  he  found 
extremely  fertile,  and  there  refrclhed  his  forces  for 
two  months. 

Gonzalo  then  endeavoured  to  continue  his  march 
northwr.id  ;  but  finding  the  way  extremely  rough  and 
mountainous,  he  turned  direftly  eaft,  in  hopes  of 
meeting  with  an  cafier  paffage.  He  entered  into  a 
rich  and  populous  country,  where  the  inhabit^B 
were  filled  with  amazement  and  terror  at  feeing  the 
Spaniards  among  them  -,  and  indeed  they  had  the 
greateft  reafon :  for  thefc  pretended  Chriftians  be- 
haved toward  them  with  the  mod  favage  brutality. 
Gonzalo  Pizarro  himfelf  is  faid,  even  by  Ibme  Spanifli 
writers,  to  have  given  feveral  of  the  natives  to  be 
eaten  alive  by  his  dogs. 

Thisinhuman  treatment  made  them  rife  in  armsagainft 
thefc  invaders,  which  obliged  him  to  encamp  and 
ufc  all  the  precautions  ncceflary  in  an  enemy's  country. 
But. at  length,  finding  no  appearance  of  the  riches  he 
had  been  made  to  expert,  he  returned  to  Zumaque, 
miKh  diflitisfied  with  his  expeJition  ;  but  rcfolvcd, 
IKverthckfs,  not  to  return  to  Quito  till  he  had  made 
ibme  difcovery,  that  would  render  him  as  famous  as 
his  elder  brother  the  marquis  Pizarro. 

This  tefolution  Gonzalo  communicated  to  Francis 
Oreliana,  a  gentleman  of  Truxillo,  who  came  to  join 
him  in  the  valley  of  Zumaque :  and  havir.g  takciii 
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too  (bldiers,  and  fome  Indians  for  guides  and  to  carry 
provifions,  he  marched  dircdlly  to  the  eaft.  But  thele 
guides  foon  brought  him  into  a  country  full  of  moun- 
tains, forefts,  and  torrents ;  which  obliged  him  to 
make  ways  where  he  found  none,  and  to  open  a  paf- 
jage  through  the  woods  with  hatchets.  However 
after  many  days  march,  he  pierced  through  as  far  as 
the  province  of  Coca,  where  the  caciqae  came  to 
meet  him,  and  offered  him  all  the  accommodations 
the  country  afforded. 

Gonzalo  was  highly  pleafed  with  this  reception ; 
and  by  the  affiftance  ot  his  guides  entered  into  a 
^onverfation  with  the  cucique,  who  let  him  know, 
that  the  country  through  which  he  had  paffcd  was 
fo  full  of  mountains,  forefts  and  rivers,  that  he 
had  taken  the  only  paflfage  that  could  have  brought 
him  thither :  but  that,  if  he  was  willing  to  embark 
on  the  river  he  faw  before  him,  or  to  follow  it  by 
land,  he  might  aiTure  himfclf,  that  he  (hould  reach 
the  banks  ot  another  river,  much  larger  than  this, 
where  there  was  a  plentiful  country,  whofe  inhabi- 
tants wet  e  covered  with  plates  of  gold. 

'I  he  cacique  could  not  have  mentioned  a  more 
alluring  motive  :  Gonzalo's  avarice  w^as  fired,  and  he 
immediately  fent  two  of  his  guides  with  orders  to 
the  officers  and  foldiers  he  had  left  at  Zumaque 
CO  come  and  join  him  immediately.  Thefe  or- 
ders they  inftantly  obeyed  j  and  furmounring  all 
the  difficulties  of  the  way,  arrived  much  fatigued 
at  the  town  of  Coca,  where  Gonzalo  made  them 
ftay  fome  daj's  to  refrefh  themfelvcs.  He  after- 
ward proceeded  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  wliich 
were  extremely  plcafant :  but  the  fmoothnefs  of  the 
way  did  not  lad  long.  It  was  foon  interrupted  by 
fmall  rivers  and  uneven  grounds  ;  and  they  were 
obliged  to  march  43  days  without  finding  either 
provifions,  fords,  or  canoes  to  enable  them  to  pafs 
the  river.  By  this  long  march  they  were  much  fa- 
tigued, when  they  were  llopped  by  a  fight  which.  *a.Tj- 
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peared"  very  furprifing :  the  river  grew  narrow  and 
confined  benveen  two  rocks,  at  no  more  than  20  feet 
diftance  from  each  other  -,  and  the  water  rulhing  with 
rapidity  through  this  ftrait,  precipitated  itfelf  into  a 
valley,  which  lay  200  fathoms  below. 

Here  Pizarro  made  that  famous  bridge  for  his 
troops  to  pafs  over,  which  is  fo  much  extolled  by 
the  Spanifti  hiftoriam  -,  but  finding  the  way  not  at  all 
the  better  on  the  odier  fide,  and  their  provifions  grow- 
ing daily  more  and  more  fcarce,  he  refolved  to  caufc 
a  brigantine  to  be  built,  in  order  to  carry  by  water 
all  his  fick  men,  provifions,  baggage  and  gold. 
This  being  done  with  no  fmall  difficulty,  Pizarro  fent 
on  board  tliis  veflel  whatever  had  obftrufted  his 
march,  with  50  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  Fran- 
cis Orellana,  who  were  ftriftly  ordered  to  keep  up  with 
them,  and  to  come  every  night  to  the  camp.  This 
order  he  obferved  very  exadlly,  till  Gonzalo  feeing 
all  his  men  pinched  with  hunger,  commanded  him 
to  go  in  fearcli  of  provifions  and  cottages,  where  the 
Spaniards  might  meet  with  refrtfhments. 

No  fooner  had  Orellana  received  his  orders,  than 
he  lanchcd  out  into  the  middle  of  the  river,  where 
the  rapidity  of  the  ftream  carried  him,  as  faft  as  he 
could  wilh ;  for  in  three  days  he  made  above  ico 
leagues  without  the  ufe  of  either  fails  or  oars.  The 
current  of  the  river  Coca,  at  length  carried  him  into 
a  much  larger  river,  where  the  ftream  was  not  near  fo 
fwifr.  He  there  ftaid  a  whole  day  to  make  his  obfcr- 
yation;  and  perceiving  that  the  farther  he  went 
down,  the  more  the  river  widened,  he  had  not  the 
icaft  doubt  that  this  was  the  great  river  that  had  been 
fo  often  fought  for  :  which  filled  him  with  fuch  joy 
^t  his  good  fortune,  that  without  paying  the  leaft  re- 
gard to  his  duty  to  Gonzalo  Piziirro,  he  thought  of 
nothing  but  executing  an  enterprize  he  was  then 
forming.  For  this  purpofe  he  founded  liis  men ;  tel- 
ling them,  that  he  afpired  to  a  much  liigher  dignity 
"  "".n  could  be  obtained  in  the  fcrvice  of  Pizarro :  that 
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he  owed  every  thing  to  himfelf  and  to  his  king  -,  and 
that  his  fortune  having,  as  it  were,  led  him  by  the 
hand,  to  the  greateft  and  mod  defirable  difcovery  that 
ever  was  made  in  the  Indies,  namely,  the  great  river 
whereupon  they  were  failing ;  which  coming  out  of 
Peru,  and  running  from  weft  to  eaft,  was  the  fineft 
channel  in  the  new  world,  through  which  they  might 
pafs  from  the  South  Sea  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  :  he 
could  not,  without  betraying  them  all,  and  with- 
out ravifhing  from  them  the  fruits  of  their  voyage 
and  induftry,  make  others  Ihare  in  a  favour  which 
heaven  had  rcferved  for  them  alone. 

Thefe  reprefentations  had  the  defired  effcft  •,  and 
infpired  his  men  with  a  fhare  of  that  ambition  which 
fired  his  own  breaft.  His  neceflities  however  fome- 
times  forced  him  to  land  with  his  people  to  obtain 
provifions ;  but  as  he  did  not  take  thefe  with  that 
prudence  that  became  him  in  a  ftrange  country,  the 
natives  unanimoufly  took  up  arms,  and  with  great 
boldnefs  fell  upon  the  Spaniards ;  who  defended 
themfclves  with  much  courage,  and  killed  many  of 
their  antagonifts  with  their  crofs-bows.  Upon  infpedb- 
ing  their  bodies,  they  found  that  feveral  of  them 
were  women;  it  being  no  uncommon  thing  in  that 
country  for  the  women  to  fight  by  the  fides  of  their 
hufbands.  But  Orellana  being  of  a  romantic  turn, 
improved  this  flight  hint  into  a  formal  hiftory  of  a 
great  nation  of  Amazons  fettled  upon  this  river :  by 
which  fable,  he  overturned  his  great  defign  of  giving 
it  his  own  name  -,  for  from  this  ftory  it  received  the 
name  which  it  ftill  beirs,  and  will  always  bear,  of 
The  River  of  the  Amazons. 

In  the  remaining  part  of  his  pafl^age,  Orellana 
took  care  to  behave  with  more  prudence  and  mild- 
nefs  to  the  people  he  met  with  •,  among  whom  were 
many  genteel  and  even  polite  nations.  In  fine,  he 
pafTed  down  the  river  to  the  fea  ;  and  having  coafted 
about  a  promontory,  now  called  the  North  Cape, 
tWQ  hundred  leagues  from  the  ifland  of  Trinidada^ 
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Gonzalo  accordingly  entered  the  province  of  Los 
Quitos  ;  and  after  fubduing  that  country,  where  the 
people  were  downright  barbarians  when  compared 
with  thofc  of  Peru,  he  refolvcd  to  pafs  the  high 
mountains  which  bound  that  province  on  the  norta. 
For  that  purpofe  he  affcmbled  a  confiderable  nuniber 
of  Indians,  and  a  good  quantity  of  cattle  ;  but  hav- 
ing afcended  half  way,  the  cold  was  fo  intenfe,  that 
he  perceived  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  profe- 
cute  his  march  in  that  manner.  Therefore  leaving 
his  cattle  and  the  beft  part  of  his  baggage,  he  haftily 
« defended  in  to  the  valley  of  Zumaque,  which  he  found 
extremely  fertile,  and  there  refrelhed  his  forces  for 
two  months. 

Gonzalo  then  endeavoured  to  continue  his  march 
northwtird  ;  but  finding  the  way  extremely  rough  and 
mountainous,  he  turned  diredlly  eaft,  in  hopes  of 
meeting  with  an  cafier  paflTage.  He  entered  into  « 
rich  and  populous  country,  where  the  inhabit^ts 
were  filled  with  amazement  and  terror  at  feeing  the 
Spaniards  among  them ;  and  indeed  they  had  the 
greateft  reafon :  for  thefe  pretended  Chriftians  be- 
haved toward  them  with  the  mod  favage  brutality. 
Gonzalo  Pizarro  himfelf  is  faid,  even  by  Ibme  Spanifh 
writers,  to  have  given  fcveral  of  the  natives  to  be 
eaten  alive  by  his  dogs. 

Thisinhuman  treatment  made  them  rifein  arms  againft 
thefe  invaders,  wliich  obliged  him  to  encamp  and 
ufc  all  the  precautions  neceflary  in  an  enemy's  country. 
But. at  length,  finding  no  appearance  of  the  riches  he 
had  been  made  to  expe6t,  he  returned  to  Zumaque,. 
much  diflatisfied  with  his  expedition ;  but  rcfolved, 
xieverthclefs,  not  to  return  to  Quito  till  he  had  made 
fome  difcovery,  that  would  render  him  as  famous  as 
his  elder  brother  the  marquis  Pizarro. 

This  refolution  Gonzalo  communicated  to  Francis 
Orciiana,  a  gentleman  of  Truxillo,  who  came  to  join 
him  in  the  valley  of  Zumaque  :  and  having  taken* 
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fore.  His  body  was,  by  the  young  Almagro*s  pcr- 
miflion,  privately  interred  by  his  lervants,  no  per- 
fon  of  any  figure  daring  at  this  junfturc,  to  attend 
his  funeral,  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to  the  prevail- 
ing party. 

Th^  meannefs  of  PIzarro's  education  was  publicklj 
kno-.vn,  from  his  not  being  able  to  write  his  own 
name,  which  was  always  inferted  by  his  fecretary  be- 
tween two  ftrokes,  which  he  drew  with  a  pen.  He 
was  never  married,  but  had  fjveral  concubines,  fome 
of  them  the  daughters  and  fillers  of  the  incas  :  how- 
ever, it  is  not  known  that  he  left  any  children  behind 
him. 

No  fooner  was  this  bloody  affair  compleated,  than 
the  confpirators  returned  to  the  market-place,  de- 
claring that  the  tyrant  was  dead ;  and  proclaimed  the 
young  Almagro  governor  of  Peru.  For  all  the  friends 
of  Almagro  had  aflcmbled  while  the  others  were 
attacking  the  marquis  in  his  palace,  and  fecuring  his 
guards,  prevented  his  receiving  any  affiftance.  They 
alfo  fccured  all  the  horfes  and  arms  in  the  city,  and 
commanded  all  the  inhabitants  who  refufed  to  join 
them,  not  to  ftir  out  of  their  houfes  without  leave. 
They  plundered  the  houfes  of  the  marquis,  and  his 
principal  friends,  in  which  they  found  immenfe  trea- 
fure.  They  did  not  meddle  with  the  furniture  of  the 
marquis's  palace,  which  they  left  for  the  ufe  of  the 
young  Almagro,  whom  they  had  no  fooner  proclaimed 
governor,  than  they  conducted  thither. 

The  death  of  Pizarro  was,  however,  far  from  re- 
ftoring  quiet  to  Peru  ;  for  a  new  commiffioner  named 
Vaca  dc  Caftro,  a  man  of  ftrift  integrity,  being  fcnt 
from  Spain  to  compofe  the  differences  among  the  ge- 
nerals, and  in  cafe  of  Pizarro*s  death  to  aflume  the 
government  of  Peru  •,  he  made  head  againft  young 
Almagro,  and  defeated  him.  The  confequence  was, 
that  Almagro  was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  in 
the  fame  place  where  his  father  loft  his  life  before ; 
together  with  the  chief  pcrfons  of  bis  patt^. 
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De  Caftro  then  difbanded  his  troops  and  applied 
himfelf  to  prudent  regulations  for  the  equitable  admi- 
niftration  of  government;  but  the  cabals  of  the  mi- 
niftry  in  Spain  obftrufted  his  progrefs.  A  kind  of 
royal  audience.was  eftablifhed  in  Peru,  which  thwarted 
all  his  meafures ;  a  new  governor  was  fent  over  of  an 
haughty  arbitrary  difpoQtion  *,  and  in  the  mean  time 
Gonzalo  Pizarro  got  himfelf  acknowledged  governor 
of  Peru,  by  a  formidable  party  •,  fo  that  now  all  was 
diflradion  and  confulion. 

The  emperor  being  uneafy  at  hearing  of  thefe  dan- 
gerous divifions,  fent  Pedro  de  Gafco,  a  prieft  of  an 
excellent  charadler,  over  under  the  title  of  prefident 
of  the  royal  court  of  Peru,  with  fovereign  powers. 
He  defeated  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  and  taking  him  pri- 
foner,  caufed  him  to  be  tried  and  beheaded ;  and 
liis  principal  followers  to  be  hanged.  After  having 
made  thefe  facrifices,  he  proclaimed  a  general  par- 
don, and  retired  to  Cuzco,  where  he  ftaid  for  fomc 
lime,  and  was  greatly  perplexed  in  diftributing  the 
land  amoniX  ^'^^  foldiers,  in  which  he  found  it  im- 
pofllbje  CO  fatisfy  their  feveral  demands.  At  length, 
being  wearied  out  with  their  felicitations,  he  re- 
folved  to  efcape  from  them  at  once,  and  therefore 
prjvatcly  withdrew  to  Lima,  whence  he  went  to 
Panama,  in  order  to  embark  for  Europe :  and  it  is 
faid,  carried  with  him  near  two  millions  for  the 
emperor's  ufe,  and  not  a  ducat  for  himfelf.  He  em- 
barked at  Nombrc  de  Dios  for  Spain,  in  the  year 
J  550;  and  at  his  arrival,  the  emperor  was  fo  pleafed 
with  his  condu£l,  that  he  gave  him  the  bifhopric  of 
^^enca,  a  city  in  old  Caftile. 
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he  owed  every  thing  to  himfelf  and  to  his  king ;  and 
that  his  fortune  having,  as  it  were,  led  him  by  the 
hand,  to  the  greateft  and  moil  defirable  difcovery  that 
ever  was  made  in  the  Indies,  namely,  the  great  river 
whereupon  they  were  failing ;  which  coming  out  of 
Peru,  and  running  from  weft  to  eaft,  was  the  fineft 
channel  in  the  new  world,  through  which  they  might 
pafs  from  the  South  Sea  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  :  he 
could  not,  without  betraying  them  all,  and  with- 
out ravifliing  from  them  the  fruits  of  their  voyage 
and  induftry,  make  others  fhare  in  a  favour  which 
heaven  had  rcferved  for  them  alone. 

Thefe  reprefenrations  had  the  defired  effcft  j  and 
infpired  his  men  with  a  fhare  of  that  ambition  which 
fired  his  own  breaft.  His  neceffities  however  fome- 
times  forced  him  to  land  with  his  people  to  obtain 
provifions ;  but  as  he  did  not  take  thefe  with  that 
prudence  that  became  him  in  a  ftrange  country,  the 
natives  unanimoufly  took  up  arms,  and  with  great 
boldnefs  fell  upon  the  Spaniards  •,  who  defended 
themfelves  with  much  courage,  and  killed  many  of 
their  antagonifts  with  their  crofs-bows.  Upon  infpecl- 
ing  their  bodies,  they  found  that  feveral  of  them 
were  women;  it  being  no  uncommon  thing  in  that 
country  for  the  women  to  fight  by  the  fides  of  their 
hufbands.  But  Orellana  being  of  a  romantic  turn, 
improved  this  flight  hint  into  a  formal  hiftory  of  a 
great  nation  of  Amazons  fettled  upon  this  river  :  by 
which  fable,  he  overturned  his  great  defign  of  giving 
it  his  own  name  ;  for  from  this  ftory  it  received  the 
name  which  it  ftill  be^rs,  and  will  always  bear,  of 
The  River  of  the  Amazons. 

In  the  remaining  part  of  his  paflTage,  Orellana 
took  care  to  behave  with  more  prudence  and  mild- 
nefs  to  the  people  he  met  with  •,  among  whom  were 
many  genteel  and  even  polite  nations.  In  fine,  he 
paflcd  down  the  river  to  the  fea  •,  and  having  coafted 
about  a  promontory,  now  called  the  North  Cape> 
tWQ  hundred  leagues  from  the  ifland  of  Trinidada, 
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he  failed  direftly  thither,  and  there  buying  a  fhip, 
turned  to  Spain,  where  he  made  fuch  a  report  of  the 
countries  he  had  feen  to  the  emperor  Charles  V.  that 
he  obtained  as  ample  a  commiflion  as  he  could  defire. 
In  the  vear  1549,  he  failed  with  three  {hips  for  the 
river  of  the  Amazons  ;  but  this  fecond  expedition  was 
the  very  reverfe  of  the  firft,  and  was  unfortunate  from 
the  very  beginning  :  for  being  wrecked  on  the  coaft 
of  the  Caraccas,  he  died  of  mere  vexation  and  defpair 
in  the  ifland  of  St.  Margaret. 

But  to  return  to  Gonzalo,  who,  while  Orellana 
was  engaged  in  this  expedition^  was  reduced  to  the 
;reateft  diftrefs  :  he  proceeded  feveral  days  along  the 
>anks  of  the  river,  till  at  laft  feeing  that  there  were 
no  hopes  of  Orellana's  return,  he  concluded,  that 
he  and  his  men  were  loft  -,  and  therefore  giving  up 
all  expe6tation  of  making  any  farther  difcoveries 
in  that  country,  proceeded  back  to  his  government 
of  Quito. 

After  the  marquis  Pizarro  had  fent  his  brother 
Gonzalo  on  the  above  expedition,  he  employed  him- 
felf  folely  in  fecuring  and  eftablilhing  his  authority  by 
a  method  that  was  at  once  the  moft  cruel  and  impo- 
litic. He  had  before  difcharged  all  the  officers  whom 
he  fufpefted  to  have  had  any  regard  for  Almagro; 
and  confcious  of  his  own  injuftice,  and  fearing  left 
they  ftiould  complain  againft  him,  he  prevented  their 
returning  home  to  Spain,  by  which  means  many  of 
them  were  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  living  upon 
the  alms  of  their  countrymen.  He  refolved  to  de- 
prive them  even  of  this  pitiful  fubfittence  •,  and  for 
this  purpofe,  publifhed  an  edift  forbidding  any  to  re- 
lieve  them ;  a  proceeding  that  at  once  rendered  them 
dcfperate ;  and  feeing  no  end  to  their  miferies,  but 
by  difpatching  themlelvcs  or  the  marquis,  they  re- 
folved upon  the  latter.  He  was  aflaflinated  in  his 
own  houfe  on  Sunday  June  26th  1541,  in  the  65rh 
year  of  his  age,  in  the  city  of  Lima,  the  capital  of 
rcru,  which  he  had  founded  ten  or  t Icvcn  years  be-* 
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De  Caftro  then  difbanded  his  troops  and  applied 
himfelf  to  prudent  regulations  for  the  equitable  admi- 
niftration  of  government;  but  the  cabals  of  the  mi- 
niftry  in  Spain  obftrufted  his  progrefs.  A  kind  of 
royal  audience.was  eftablifhed  in  Peru,  which  thwarted 
all  his  meafures ;  a  new  governor  was  fent  over  of  an 
haughty  arbitrary  difpofition ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
Gonzalo  Pizarro  got  himfelf  acknowledged  governor 
of  Peru,  by  a  formidable  party  •,  fo  that  now  ail  was 
diflradion  and  confulion. 

The  emperor  being  uneafy  at  hearing  of  thefe  dan- 
gerous divifions,  fent  Pedro  de  Gafco,  a  prieft  of  an 
excellent  charadter,  over,  under  the  title  of  prefident 
of  the  royal  court  of  Peru,  with  fovereign  powers. 
He  defeated  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  and  taking  him  pri- 
foner,  caufed  him  to  be  tried  and  beheaded ;  and 
liis  principal  followers  to  be  hanged.  After  having 
made  thefe  facrifices,  he  proclaimed  a  general  par- 
don, and  retired  to  Cuzco,  where  he  ftaid  for  fomc 
time,  and  was  greatly  perplexed  in  diftributing  the 
land  among  the  foldiers,  in  which  he  found  it  im- 
pofTib^c  to  fatisfy  their  feveral  demands.  At  length, 
being  wearied  out  with  their  felicitations,  he  re- 
folved  to  efcape  from  them  at  once,  and  thefefore 
privately  withdrew  to  Lima,  whence  he  went  to 
Panama,  in  order  to  embark  for  Europe :  and  it  is 
faid,  carried  with  him  near  two  millions  for  the 
emperor's  ufe,  and  not  a  ducat  for  himfelf.  He. cm- 
barked  at  Nombre  de  Dios  for  Spain,  in  the  year 
1550  •,  and  at  his  arrival,  the  emperor  was  fo  pleafed 
with  his  conduft,  that  he  gave  him  the  bidiopric  of 
JJjguenca,  a  city  in  old  Caftile. 
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'who  owe  their  origin  to  a  white  and  a  Quarteron. 
This  is  the  laft  gradation,  there  being  no  vifible  dif- 
ference between  them  and  the  whites,  either  in  colour 
or  features  ;  nay,  they  are  often  even  fairer  than  the 
Spaniards  themlelves.  The  children  of  a  .white  and 
Quinteron  are  alio  called  Spaniards,  and  conlider 
•themfelves  as  free  from  all  taint  of  the  negroe  race. 
Every  perfon  is  fo  jealous  of  their  tribe  or  caft,  that 
if  through  any  inadvertence,  without  the  leaft  inten- 
tion to  affront,  you  call  them  by  a  degree  lower  than 
what  they  adtually  are,  they  are  highly  offended. 

Before  they  attain  the  clafs  of  the  Quinterones,  there 
are  feveral  intervening  circumftances  which  throw 
them  back  ;  for  between  the  Mulatto  and  the  negro, 
•  there  is  an  intermediate  race,  which  they  call  Sambos, 
owing  their  origin  to  a  mixture  between  one  of  thefe 
with  an  Indian,  or  among  themfelves.  They  are  alfo 
.  diftinguifhed  according  to  the  cafts  their  fathers  were 
of.  Betwixt  the  Tercerones  and  the  Mulattos,  the 
Quarterones  and  the  Tercerones,  &c.  are  thofe  called 
Tente  en  el  Ayre,  fufpended  in  the  air,  becaufe  they 
neither  advance  nor  recede.  Children  whofe  parents 
are  a  Quarteron  or  Quinteron,  and  a  Mulatto  or  Ter- 
ceron,  are  Salto  acras,  retrogrades  ;  becaufe  inftead  of 
advancing  toward  being  whites,  they  have  gone  back- 
wards towards  the  negro  race.  All  the  children  be- 
tween a  negro  and  a  Quarteron,  are  called  Sambos  dc 
Negro,  de  Mulatto,  de  Terceron,  &c. . 

Thefe  are  the  moil  known  and  common  tribes  or 
cafts ;  there  are  indeed  feveral  others  proceeding  from 
their  intermarriages  j  but  being  fo  various,  even  they 
themfelves  cannot  eafily  diftinguifh  them. 

Thefe  cafts,  from  the  Mulattos,  all  aflecS  the  Spa- 
nifti  drefs,  but  wear  very  flight  ftuffs  on  account  of 
the  heat  of  the  climate.  Thefe  are  the  mechanics  of 
the  city  ;  the  whites,  whether  Creoles  or  Chapitones, 
difdaining  fuch  mean  occupations,  follow  nothing  be- 
low merchandize.  But  it  being  impoflible  for  all  to 
.  fuccecd,  great  numbers  not  being  able  to  procure  fuf- 
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obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  about  half  a  league  with- 
out Las  Puercasy  where  they  remained  till  the  2Sth, 
when  the  wind  coming  about  to  the  northward,  they 
once  more  got  under  fail ;  and  without  meeting  with 
any  accident  worth  relating,  came  to  an  anchor  in 
Carthagena  bay  on  the  9th  of  July. 

The  city  of  Carthagena  ftands  in  10  dcg.  25  min. 
484^  feconds  north  latitude,  and  in  the  longitude  of 
282  deg.  28  min.  36  feconds,  from  the  meridian  of 
Paris*,  and  301  deg.  12  min.  36  feconds,  from  the 
meridian  of  Pico  TenerifFe,  as  appeared  from  the  ob- 
fervations  of  the  Spanifh  arcifts.  The  variation  of  the 
needle  they  alfo,  from  feveral  obfcrvations,  found  to 
be  eight  degrees  eafterly. 

The  advantageous  fituation  of  Carthagena,  the  ex- 
tent and  fecurity  of  its  bay,  and  the  great  Ihare  it  at- 
tained of  the  commerce  of  tliat  Ibuthern  continent, 
foon  caufed  it  to  be  erefted  into  a  city  ;  and  the  fame 
circumftance  contributed  to  its  prcfervation  and  in- 
creafe,  fo  that  it  foon  became  the  moft  cfteemed  fot- 
tlement  and  flaple  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  thefe  advantages  alfo  drew  on  it  the  hoftilities  of 
foreigners,  who,  thirfting  after  its  riches,  or  induced 
by  the  importance  of  the  place  itfelf,  have  feveral 
times  taken  and  plundered  it. 

The  city  is  fituated  on  a  fandy  ifland,  which  form- 
ing a  narrow  paflage  on  the  fouth-weft,  opens  a  com- 
munication with  that  part  called  Tierra  Bomba,  as  far 
as  Boca  Chica.  The  neck  of  land  which  now  joins 
them,  was  formerly  the  entrance  of  the  bay  ;  but  it 
having  been  clofed  up  by  orders  from  Madrid,  Boca 
Chica  became  the  only  entrance ;  and  this  alfo  has 
been  filled  up  fince  the  laft  attempt  of  the  Englilh  in 
the  year  1741.  This  attempt  induced  the  Spanifh 
court  to  fend  orders  for  opening  the  old  entrance, 
through  which  all  fhips  now  fail  into  the  bay.  The 
land  is  fo  narrow  on  the  north  fide,  that  before  the 
wall  was  begun,  the  diftance  from  fea  to  fca  was  only 
thirty-five  fathoms  j  but  afterward  enlarging,  forms 

another 
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particularly  confpicuous  in  thofe  who  apply  thetn-^ 
felves  to  literature,  and  who,  kt  a  tended  age^  fhew  a 

rigment  and  perfpicacity,  which,  in  other  climates, 
attained  only  by  a  lon^  fen^s  of  years  and  the 
^reateft  application.  This  happy  difpontion  con- 
tuiues  till  they  are  between  twenty  ahd  thirty  years 
of  age,  after  which  they  generally  decline  as  f^  as 
they  rofe ;  and  frequently  before  they  arrive  at  that 
age,  when  they  Ihould  begin  to  reap  the  advantage 
of  their  ftudies,  a  natural  indolence  checks  their  far- 
ther progrels,  and  they  fbrfake  the  fciences,  leaving 
the  furpnfing  efieds  of  their  capacity  imperfeft* 

The  principal  caufe  of  the  (hort  duration  of  fuch 
promifing  beginnings,  and  of  the  indolent  turn  ib 
often  (een  in  thefe  bright  geniufes,  is  doubtlefs  the 
want  of  proper  objects  for  exercifing  their  faculties, 
and  the  fhiall  hopes  of  being  preferred  to  any  poft 
anfwerable  to  the  pains  they  have  taken  :  for  as  there 
is  in  thi^  country  neither  army  nor  navy,  and  the  civil 
employments  very  few,  it  is  not  at  all  furprifing,  that 
the  defpair  of  making  their  fortunes  by  this  method 
fliould  damp  their  aroor  for  excelling  in  the  fciences, 
^d  plunge  them  into  idlenefs,  the  fure  forerunner  of 
vice  5*  where  they  lofe  the  ufe  of  their  reafon,  and 
ftifle  thole  good  principles  which  fired  them  when 
young  and  under  proper  fubjeftion.  The  lame  is  evi- 
dent in  the  mechanic  arts ;  wherein  they  early  excel, 
and  Ipeedily  decline,  firom  the  caufcs  already  men- 
tioned. 

Charity  is  a  virtue  in  which  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Carthagena,  without  exception,  may  be  faid  particu- 
larly to  excel ;  and  did  they  not  liberally  exert  it  to- 
wards European  ftrangers,  who  generally  come  hither, 
as  they  phrafe  it,  to  feek  thtir  fortune,  they  would 
often  perilh  with  licknefs  and  poverty.  This  appears 
a  fubjeft  of  fuch  importance,  though  well  known  to 
all  who  have  vifited  this  part  of  the  world,  .that  a 
word  or  two  mull  be  added  on  it,  in  order  to  un- 
deceive thofe  who,  not  <Jontcnted  with  perhaps  a 
competent  cftate  in  their  own  country,  imagine  that 
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c;  r'-.f:  c.iT.p.ir,  il'':3;rava^'!d  by  bid  food,  JejcxTcdanii 
iv.n;;r:fl  hyri.r:  frn^irc  diU ppoinLT.cn c  of  chcL-  roman- 
t;.'.  h'')pr'*>,  th';y  fill  into  a  thcutir.d  evil'?,  waicfi  caa- 
no:  **.'ll  t)C  rcprcientcd  -,  and  among  ethers,  dur  dii^ 
tf-nipcr  callc'i  a:  Carrhicrer.a,  Chanelanjdx,  or  the 
<i::tcnnpcr  of  :I^e  Chapitcnts,  without  any  oUisr  luc- 
coiir  to  fly  to  tnan  Divine  Providence;  for  none  End 
pdrT>i(tance  into  the  hofpiul  of  St.  Juan  de  Dies,  but 
thofe  wIkj  arc  atilc  to  pay ;  and  confequently  poverty 
brcomc A  an  aljfolutc  cxclufion.  Now  it  is  tnai  the 
f  Jjiirity  of  theP:  people  becomes  conlpicuous.  The 
NVf'.ro  and  Mulatto  and  other  fac  women,  moved  at 
thnr  deplorable  conditioa,  carry  them  to  their  houfes, 
and  nurff  ihcm  with  tlic  grcatclt  care  and  affedtion. 
It' any  one  die,  they  bury  him  by  the  charity  theypro- 
curci  and  even  caulc  n:afl[cs  to  be  liiid  for  him.     The 
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general  iflue  of  this  endearing  benevolence  is,  that  the 
Chapicone,  on  his  recovery,  during  the  fervour  of  his 
gratitude,  marries  either  his  Negro  or  Mulatto  bene- 
nuSkreis,  or  one  of  her  daughters  *,  and  thus  he  is  fet- 
tled, but  much  more  wretchedly  than  he  could  have 
been  in  his  own  country,  though  he  had  only  his  la- 
bour to  fubfift  on. 

The  difintereftednefs  of  thefe  people  is  fuch,  that 
their  compafllon  toward  the  Chapitones  muft  not  be 
imputed  to  the  hopes  of  producing  a  marriage,  ic 
being  very  commoB  for  them  to  refufe  offers  with 
regard  to  themfelves  or  their  daughters,  that  their 
mifery  may  not  be  perpetual ;  but  endeavour  to  find 
them  a  matter,  whom  they  may  attend  up  the  coun- 
try, whither  their  inclination  or  the  faireft  proipeds 
lead  them. 

Thofe  who  remain  in  the  city,  whether  bound  by 
one  of  the  above  marriages,  or  become  watermen  an4 
labourers,  or  fuch  like  mean  occupations,  are  fo  ha« 
railed  with  labour,  and  their  wages  fo  fmall,  that  their 
condition  in  their  own  country  muft  have  been  mifer- 
able  indeed,  if  they  have  not  reafon  to  regret  t(ieir 
quitting  it.  And  the  height  of  their  enjoyment,  after 
toiling  all  day  and  part  01  the  night,  is  to  regale  them* 
iclves  with  fome  bananas,  a  cake  of  maize,  or  cafava, 
which  ferves  for  bread,  and  a  (lice  of  cafajo,  or  hung 
beef;  without  ever  tafting^any  wheat  bread  during 
the  whole  year. 

Others,  and  not  a  few,  equally  unfortunate  with 
the  former,  retire  to  fome  fmall  farm-houfe,  where 
in  a  bujio,  or  draw  hut,  they  live  little  different  from 
beads,  cultivating,  in  a  very  fmall  fpot,  fuch  vege- 
tables as  are  at  hand,  and  fubfifting  on  the  fale  of  them. 

Among  the  reigning  cuftoms  here,  fome  are  very 
different  from  thofe  of  Spain,  or  the  mod  kncwn 
parts  of  Europe.  The  principal  of  thefe  arc  the  uf^ 
of  brandy,  cacao,  honey,  fwcetmeats,  and  fmoaking 
tobacco,  which  Ihall  be  taken  notice  of  in  their  proper 
places. 

E  c  a  T\>R. 
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T  rr  zCc.  fx  bnr^dj  is  i  csmnon,  dxac  Ae  3Xift  re^ 
sr:lar  ar.c  icber  pcr-bos  cf  ail  degress   never  oonc 

r/'viork,  alleging  :^ac  this  ipinr  ibeiigilirns  die  fto- 
irach,  wraic^^ed  by  copious  and  condanc  pei^uur 
rcn,  and  :^.^'^pcrJS  die  acprrrr,  ffly^  i«r  aik7,  to 
do  the  eleven,  thai  is.  :o  dnnk  a  giais  of  brandy,  is 
the  oomrnor.  phrafc.  This  cuifam,  aoc  eftgemed  pcr- 
n:c:our.  by  thcTc  people  when  cfcd  widi  roodcracoa^ 
har*  rfrt^Ticrarcd  inro  vice ;  irany  bciixg  fi>  fend  of 
it,  rhac  d^jring  the  whcle  day,  diey  do  nodiixigbac 
ha^er  la;  cnce. 

Chocolate,  here  known  only  by  the  name  of  cacats, 
h  Uj  a;mmon,  that  there  is  not  a  negro  flave  but  coii- 
Ifanrly  allows  himfelf  a  regale  of  it  after  break^ft; 
and  the  nrrgro  women  fell  it  ready  made  about  the 
ftrjef:,  at  the  rate  of  a  quarter  of  a  real  (about  five 
farthings  fterllng;  for  a  difh.  This  is  however  fo  £v 
from  being  all  cacao,  that  the  principal  ingredient  is 
maize  -,  but  that  ufed  by  the  better  fort  is  neat,  and 
worked  as  in  Spain.  This  they  conftandy  repeat  an 
hour  after  dinner,  but  never  u(e  ic  failing,  or  without 
eating;  fomcthing  with  it.  They  alio  make  a  gretf 
life  of  fwcctmcats  and  honey ;  never  fo  muoi  as 
drinking  a  glafs  of  water  without  previoufly  cadog 
fomc  fwcct meats.  Honey  is  often  preferred  as  the 
fwcctcr,  to  confcrvcs  or  other  fweetmeats,  either  wet 
or  dry.  Their  fweetmeats  are  eaten  with  wheat  bread, 
which  thry  ufc  only  with  thele  and  chocolate ;  the 
honey  they  fprcad  on  cafava  cakes. 

Tlic  paffion  for  fmoaking  is  no  lefs  univerfal,  pre- 
vailing among  pcrfons  of  all  ranks  in  both  fcxes.  The 
ladirs  and  other  white  women  fmoak  only  in  their 
houfcs ;  a  decency  not  obferved  either  by  the  women 
of  the  other  cads,  nor  by  the  men  in  general,  who 
rc|',arcl  neither  time  nor  place.  The  manner  of  ufing 
it  i»,  by  (lender  rolls  compofed  of  the  leaves  of  that 
tilant  \  and  the  women  have  a  particular  method  of 
n<{  the  fmoak.   They  put  the  lighted  part  of  the 

roll 
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Srdcularly  confpicuous  in  thofe  who  apply  them- 
ves  to  literature,  and  who,  kt  a  tender  age,  Ihew  % 
judgment  and  perfpicacity,  which,  in  other  climates, 
is  attained  only  by  a  long  ferles  of  years  and  the 
^reateft  application.  This  happy  dUpofition  con- 
tinues till  they  are  between  twenty  and  thirty  years 
of  age,  after  which  they  generally  decline  as  faft  as 
they  rofe ;  and  frequently  before  they  arrive  at  that 
age,  when  they  (hould  begin  to  reap  the  advantage 
of  their  ftudies,  a  natural  indolence  checks  their  far- 
ther progrefs,  and  they  fbrfake  the  fciences,  leaving 
the  furprifing  efiefts  of  their  capacity  imperfect. 

The  principal  caufe  of  the  (hort  duration  of  fuch 
promifii^  beginnings,  and  of  the  indolent  turn  fo 
often  feen  in  thefe  bright  geniufes,  is  doubtlefs  the 
want  of  proper  objeds  for  exercifing  their  faculties, 
and  the  iinall  hopes  of  being  preferred  to  any  poft 
anfwerable  to  the  pains  they  have  taken :  for  as  there 
is  in  thi^  country  neither  army  nor  navy,  and  the  civil 
employments  very  few,  it  is  not  at  all  furprifmg,  that 
the  defpair  of  making  their  fortunes  by  this  method 
ihould  damp  their  ardor  for  excelling  in  the  fciences, 
tod  plunge  them  into  idlenefs,  the  fure  forerunner  of 
vice; 'Where  they  lofe  the  ufe  of  their  reafon,  and 
ftifle  thofe  good  principles  which  fired  them  when 
young  and  under  proper  fubje6bion«  The  iame  is  evi- 
dent in  the  mechanic  arts ;  wherein  they  early  excel, 
and  fpeedily  decline,  from  the  caufes  already  men- 
tioned. 

Charity  is  a  virtue  in  which  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Carthagena,  without  exception,  may  be  faid  particu- 
larly to  excel ;  and  did  tney  not  liberally  exert  it  to* 
wards  European  ftrangers,  who  generally  come  hither, 
as  they  phrafe  it,  to  feek  their  fortune,  they  would 
often  perifh  with  ficknefs  and  poverty.  This  appears 
a  fubied  of  fuch  importance,  though  well  known  to 
all  who  have  vifited  this  part  of  the  world,  that  a 
word  or  two  muft  be  added  on  ir,  in  order  to  un- 
deceive thofe  who,  not  dontented  with  perhaps  a 
competent  cftate  in  their  own  country,  imagine  that 
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cj{  i.\-  far.i'.y  ::  v'/lz  :z  i:  all  hoc-s  -,  xrA  lie\v:tc  zke 
lov-:r  clifs  of  •*: rr.cn.  i.T.or.g  whom  ::  Ls  a  culLom  to 
co.r.  r  ir.i  li-c-.:  :Ke  cic::!:^^.     The  ^ncral  alib  is 

a:  .'-*.".-.zir..ei  vvi::".  :>.^  1:1<:  noi'.V  Iiner.nLiors  ;  and 
c/r'   l:*:rr  :he  czTii-c  :s  depcfrted  in  rhe  grave,  the 

-  -    ^-  1  •  •  *" 

O.    .:.-     ".v ^«    -*    ^••...^._.»    i        ■*'^7      ••.i«»i^    w>&..  •     w  ..^ 

III  "."  '   \  t  t^  *" 

_<  .  *  ■  .  ^   •  • 

a'l  •^ir.ci.-'iTi  -■:■:  boiri  i  F:::cch  irigire  tjr  Porr- 
b  i:-r.  T..r  ri.Tl^r  7.13  vcrr  f-.rrt  and  pieplant;  lo 
thi'.  on  ::.e  2  -:h  ct  che  fir/.c  .-:'.:-:h  chev  c::.-nc:  to  an 
ar.-ho:  in  l-Vrtr-bcIl:)  hirbo'jr. 

Tr.r  rovn  of  S?.  P.-.:l.p  c=r  F:?rto-bc]Io,    according 

»<•    *--•»  /*.*-••-- v^T'r*"      •*Tr»  •-   --^    -»    ^d  «•      «t  t    rr-iif-i      -^  -  \w*^ 

r,,rA'  nor:!"!  ln'r^de  ;  .:rd  bv  the  ct:l">:r\-st:ons  of  fa- 
tr.cr  Feuir.'-i-,  in  the  iorgirjce  of"  Sz  deg.  10  min.  W. 
f.'OTi  thf:  meridian  of  I'aris.  This  harbour  was  dif- 
covered  en  th-r  fecond  of  Xovs.r.bcr  15C2  by  Chnft> 
phcr  Coliimbjs,  who  wis  fo  charxed  with  its  exrcn:, 
r^'pih,  and  frcuricy,  that  he  g,ive  it  the  name  of 
Porco-B-lh,  cr  the  rre  harbour. 

The  tov/i  frands  near  the  fcra,  en  the  declivity  of  a 
ir.oi3n:ain  I'urr^nnding  the  whole  harbour.     Many  of 
the  houfes  arc  built  v/i:h  wood,  but  in  f  ;me  the  firft 
fc.Ty  is  of  ftunc,  and  the  remainder  of  wood.     They 
arc  about  1  :o  in  number,  and  mod  of  them  larwand 
fp/icious.     It  is  under  the  jurifdiction  of  a  governor, 
v/ith  the  title  of  lieutenant-general,  under  the  prcfi- 
dent  of  Panama.     At  the  eaft  end  of  the  town  is 
a  quarter  called  Guinea,  becaufe  there  all  the  negroes, 
whether  (laves  or  free,  have  their  habitations.     This 
•quarter  is  much  crouded  when  the  galleons  are  in  the 
harbour,  mod  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  entirely 
quitting  their  houfes  at  that  feafon,  for  the  advan- 
tage of  letting  them,  while  others  content  thcmfeh'cs 
'  with  a  fmall  part,  in  order  to  make  money  of  the  reft. 
In  a  large  track  between  the  town  and  Gloria  caftk, 
barracks  arc  ercdted^  and  principally  filled  with  the 
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fhips  crews  -,  who  keep  ftalls  of  fweetmeats,  and  other 
kind  of  eatables,  brought  frorti  Spain.  But  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  fair,  when  the  fhips  are  failed,  all 
thofe  buildings  are  taken  down,  and  the  town  returns 
to  its  former  tranquillity  and  emptinefs. 

The  harbour  of  Porto  Bello  extremely  commo- 
dious for  all  forts  of  (hips  or  vcflels ;  and,  though  its 
entrance  is  very  wide,  it  is  well  defended  by  fort  St. 
Philip  de  todo  Fierro.  It  ftands  on  the  north  point 
of  the  entrance,  which  is  about  fix  hundred  fathoms, 
or  fomething  lefs  than  the  fourth  part  of  a  league 
broad  •,  but  the  fouth  fide  being  full  of  rifes  of  rocks, 
extending  to  fome  diftance  from  the  (hore,  a  (hip  is 
obliged  to  (land  to  the  north,  through  the  deepefl:  part 
of  the  channel,  which  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  en- 
trance, and  thus  continues  in  a  ftraight  diredtion,  hav- 
ing nine,  ten,  or  fifteen  fathom  water,  and  a  bottom 
orclayey  mud  mixed  with  chalk  and  (and. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  harbour,  and  oppofite  to 
the  anchoring  place,  is  a  large  caftle,  called  Santo  Ja- 
go  de  la  Gloria;  to  the  caft  of  which,  at  the  didance 
of  about  an  hundred  fathoms,  begins  the  town,  hav- 
ing before  it  a  point  of  land  projefting  into  the  har- 
bour. On  this  point  ftood  a  (mail  fort  called  St.  Je- 
rom,  within  ten  toifes  of  the  houfes.  All  the(e  were 
dcmoliflied  by  admiral  Vernon,  who  in  1739  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  this  port. 

Among  the  mountains  which  furround  the  whole 
harbour  of  Porto  Bello,  beginning  from  St.  Philip  de 
todo  Fierro,  or  the  iron  Caftle,  and  without  any  de- 
crcafe  of  height,  extends  to  the  oppofite  point,  one  is 
particularly  remarkable  by  its  fuperior  altitude,  as  if 
defigned  for  the  barometer  of  the  country,  by  fore- 
telling every  change  of  weather.  This  mountain,  di(^ 
tinguKhcd  by  the  name  of  Capiro,  ftands  at  the  ut-^ 
moft  extremity  of  the  harbour,  in  the  road  to  Panama. 
Its  top  is  always  covered  with  clouds  of  a  denfity  and 
darkncfs  feldom  feen  in  this  atmofj;here ;  and  from 
thefe,  which  are  called  the  capillo,  or  cap,  has  pofiibiy 
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b^n  corruptly  formed  the  name  of  Monte  Capira 
\Vhcn  thefe  clouds  thicken,  incrcafc  their  blackneis, 
^nd  fink  below  (heir  ufual  ftation,  it  is  a  Aire  fign  of  a 
temped:    while,  on  t|ie  other  hand,  their  ckameis 
and  afcent,  as  pcrtainly  indicate  tl^e  approach  of  fair 
weather.     It  mufl:  however  be  remembered,  that  thefe 
changes  are  very  freouent,  and  almoft  inftantaneous. 
The  jurifdidlion  of  the  lieutenant-general  goveroor 
of  Pono  Bello,  is  limited  to  the  town  and  the  forts; 
the  neighbouring  country,  over  which  it  mig;ht  be 
extended,  being  full  of  mountains,  covered  with  im- 
penetrable forefts,  except  a  few  valleys,  in  ^hich  arc 
thinly  fcattered  fome  fmall  farms. 

The  inclemency  of  the  climate  of  Porto  Bello  is 
fufficiently  knoi^n  all  over  Europe.     Not  only  ftran- 
gers  who  come  thitjier  are  affpfted  by  it,  but  even  the 
natives  themfelves  fuSer  in  various  manners.     It  dt* 
ftroys  the  vigour  of  nature,  and  often  untimely  cuts 
the  thiead  of  Lfe.     The  heat  is  exceflive,  being  aug- 
mented by  the  fituationof  the  town,  which  isfurround- 
(cd  with  high  mount^ns,  without  any  interval  for  the 
winds,  whereby  it  might  be  refrelhed.     The  trees  on 
thefe  mountains  ftand  fo  thick  as  to  intercept  thp  rays 
of  the  fun ;  and  cpnfequently  hinder  them  from  drying 
the  earth  under  them  :    hence  copious  cxfialations 
form  large  clouds,  and  precipitate  in  violent  torrents 
ofraip.     B]L]t  thefe  are  no  fjoner  over,  than  the  fun 
breaks  forth  afrelh,  and  fhines  with  his  former  fplen? 
dor ;  tliough  fcarce  has  the  activity  of  his  rays  dried 
the  furface  of  the  ground,  not  covered  by  the  trees, 
than  the  acmofphere  is  again  clouded  by  another  col- 
ledion  of  thick  vapours,    and  the  fqn  again  con- 
cealed ;  and  in  this  fanner  it  continues  during  the 
whole  day  :    the  night  is  alio  fubjeft  to  the  faihe  Vi- 
cifljtudes. 

1  hefe  torrent^  of  rain,  which  by  th^ir  fuddennc^ 
and  impetuofity  ft eip  to  threaten  a  fecond  deluge,  are 
accorrpanied  with  fuch'tempefls  of  thunder  and  lightr 
fling,  as  mufl  daunt  the  mod  reiblute.     To  this  may 
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t)e  added  the  howlings  and  (hrieks^jf  the  multitudes 
of  monkeys  of  all  kinds,  which  live  in  the  forefts  of 
the  mountains,  and  which  are  never  louder,  than  when 
a  man  *  of  war  fires  the  morning  and  evening  gun, 
though  they  are  lb  much  ufed  to  it. 

This  continual  inclemency,  added  to  the  fatigue  of 
the  feameh  in  unloading  the  (hips,  renders  them  weak 
and  f;aint ;  and  they,  in  order  to  recruit  their  fpirits, 
have  recourfe  to  brandy,  of.  which  there  is,  on  thefe 
occafions,  an  incredible  confumption.  The  exceffive 
labour,  immoderate  drink,  and  the  inclemency  an4 
unhealthfulnds  of  the  climate,  muft  jointly  deftroy 
the  beft  conftitutions,  and  produce  thofe  deleterious 
(difeaies  fo  common  in  this  countrv.  Sut  it  is  not  the 
feamen  alone  who  are  fubjeA  to  thefe  difeaies  s  others 
who  ar^s  ft  rangers  to  the  feas,  and  nor  concerned  in  the 
fatigues^  ^rc  alfo  attacked  by  them ;  and,  confe- 
quently,  is  a  fufficient  demonftration  that  the  other 
two  are  pnly  collateral,  though  they  tend  both  tp 
ipread  and  inflame  the  diftemper.  On  fbme  occafions, 
jphyficians  have  been  lent  for  from  Carthagcna,  as  be- 
mg  fuppofed  to  be  bettejr  acquainted  with  the  propereft 
methods  of  curing  the  diftempers  of  this  country,  and 
confequently  more  able  to  recover  the  feamen :  but 
experience  has  fbewn,  that  this  fntention  has  been  fb 
little  anfwered^  that  the  galleons,  or  other  European 
jQiips,  which  ftay  any  time  here,  feldopi  leave  it,  with-  , 
put  burying  ha)f,  or  at  leaft  one  third  of  their  men  ^ 
and  hence  this  cjty  has  with  too  much  reafon  been 
termed  the  grave  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but  it  may  with 
much  greater  propriety  be  applied  to  thofe  of  other 
nations  who  viiit  it. 

The  number  of  thje  inhabitants  of  Porto  Bello,  by 
reafon  of  its  fmallnefs,  and  the  inclemency  of  its  cli- 
mate, is  very  inconfiderable^  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the?e  are  negroes  and  mulattoes,  thefe  being  Icarce 
thirty  white  families ;  for  ail  who  by  commerce  or 
their  eftates  arc  in  eafy  circumftances,  remove  to  P^ 
nama,  fo  that  thofe  only  ftay  at  Pofto  Bello  whdA.  * 

employment  oblige  them  to  it. 
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Provifions  are  Icarce  at  Porto  BcUo,  and  conJc- 
quently  dear,  {^ardcularly  during  the  time  of  the  gal- 
leons and  the  fair,  when  there  is  a  ncceffity  for  a  lup- 
ply  from  Carthagena  and  Panama.  The  only  thing 
in  plenry  here  is  fi(h,  of  which  ihere  is  a  great  va- 
riety, and  very  good.  It  alfo  abounds  in  fugar- canes, 
fo  that  the  chacaras,  or  farm  houfcs,  if  indeed  they 
ciefcr\'e  that  name,  are  built  of  them.  They  hive 
al.b  fugar-works,  where  fugar,  molafles,  and  rux, 
are  made. 

Frelh  water  pours  down  in  dreams  from  the  moi:n> 
tains,  fomc  running  without  the  town,  and  others 
crofling  ir.  Thcfe  waters  are  very  light  and  digcftive, 
and,  in  thofe  who  are  ufed  to  them,  good  to  create  an 
appetite  •,  quaiines  which,  in  other  countries,  would 
be  very  valuable,  but  are  here  pernicious.  This  country 
fccms  fo  curfed  by  nature,  that  what  is  in  itfelf  good, 
becomes  here  deftructive.  For  doubtlefs  this  water 
is  too  fine  and  active  for  the  ftomachs  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  thus  produces  dyfenteries,  the  lad  ftage  of 
all  other  diftempers,  and  which  the  patient  very  fel- 
dom  furvives.  The  rivulets,  in  their  defcent  from 
the  mountains,  form  little  refcrvoirs  or  ponds,  whole 
coolnefs  is  incrcafcd  by  the  fliade  of  the  trees  ;  and  in 
thtfe  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  bathe  themfelves 
conftantly  every  day  at  eleven  in  the  morning :  and 
the  Europeans  fail  not  to  follow  an  example  io  pica- 
fant  and  conducive  to  health. 

As  the  forefts  almoft  border  on  the  houfes  of  the 
town,  the  tigers  often  make  incurfions  into  the  (Ireets 
during  the  night,  carrying  oft  fowls,  dogs,  and  other 
domellic  creatures;  and  Ibmctimes  even  boys  have 
fallen  a  prey  to  them  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  ravenous 
beads,  after  tading  human  fiefh,  prefer  it  to  all  other. 
Bcfide  the  fnares  ufually  laid  for  them,  the  negroes 
and  mulattocs,  who  fell  wood  in  the  foreds  of  the 
mountains,  are  very  dexterous  in  encountering  the 
.*ger ;  and  fome  even  on  account  of  the  dendcr  rc- 
*waid,  lick  them  in  their  retreats.     The  arms  in  this 
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onfet,  fcemingly  (6  dangerous,  are  only  a  lance  of 
two  or  three  yards  in  length,  made  of  a  very  ftrong 
wood,  with  the  point  of  the  fame  hardened  in  the  fire  ^ 
and  a  kind  of  cimeter  about  three  quarters  of  a  yard 
in  length.  Thus  armed  they  ftay  till  the  creature 
makes  an  afTault  on  the  left  arm,  which  bokis  the  lance, 
and  is  wrapped  up  in  a  fhort  cloak  of  bays.  Some* 
tirr.es  the  tiger,  aware  of  the  danger,  feems  to  decline 
the  combat ;  but  his  antagonift  provokes  him  with  a 
fliglit  touch  of  the  lance,  m  order,  while  he  is  defend- 
ing himfelf,  to  Ihike  a  fure  blow :  for  as  foon  as  the 
creature  fi^els  the  lance,  he  grdps  it  with  one  of  his 
paws,  and  with  the  other  ilrikes  at  the  arm  which 
holds  it.  Then  it  is  that  the  peribn  nimbly  aims  a 
l>low  with  his  cimeter,  which  he  kept  concealed  in  the 
other  hand,  and  hamftrings  the  tiger,  which  imme- 
diately draws  back  enraged,  but  returns  to  the 
charge  4  when  receiving  another  fuch  ftroke,  is  to* 
tally  deprived  of  hb  moft  dangerous  weapons,  arid 
render^  incapable  of  moving.  After  whi£h  the 
peribn  kills  him  at  his  leifure ;  and  Ibripping  off  his 
(kin,  cutting  off  the  head,  and  the  fore  and  hind  feet, 
returns  to  the  town,  difplaying  thofe  as  the  trophies 
■of  his  viftory. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  animals  in  this  country, 
one  of  the  molt  remarkable  is  the  Perico  Ligero,  or 
nimble  Peter,  an  ironical  name  given  it  on  account  of 
its  extreme  fluggifhnefs  and  floth.  It  refembles  a 
xniddiing  monkey  in  (hape,  but  of  a  wretched  ap- 
pearance, the  Ikin  of  it  being  of  a  greyifh  brown,  and 
all  aver  corrugated,  and  the  legs  and  feet  without  aay 
hair.  He  is  fo  lumpifh  as  not  to  ftand  in  need  of  ei- 
ther rhain  or  hutch ;  tor  he  never  ftirs  till  compelled 
hf  hunger  -,  and  ifhews  tio  manner  of  apprehenlion  ei- 
ther of  men  or  wild  bcafts.  When  he  moves,  every 
effort  is  attended  with  fuch  a  plaintive,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fo  difagreeable  a  cry,  as  at  once  produces 
jmyrand  di^ufl ;  and  this  even- in  the  flighted  motion 
f^f  tthe  ihead,  legs,  tm  feet ;  {iroceeding  probably  from 
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b^n  corruptly'  formed  the  name  of  Monte  Capirei^ 
^hen  theie  clouds  thicken,  increafe  their  blacknefs, 
^nd  fink  below  ^heir  ufual  ftation,  it  is  a  fure  fign  of  a 
tempeft:  while,  on  tjie  other  hand,  their  ckarnefs 
and  afcent,  4s  pertaiply  indicate  tl^e  approach  of  £ur 
weatlier.  It  muft  however  be  rpmemberec|,  that  thefc 
changes  are  very  freouent,  and  almo(t  inftantaneous. 

The  jurifdiftion  of  the  lieutenanc-gcner^  gpYcrncM* 
pf  Porto  Bello,  is  limited  to  the  (own  and  the  forts ; 
the  neighbouring  country,  over  whicli  i^  mi^hc  be 
extended,  being  full  of  mountains,  covered  wi^  in^- 
penetrable  forefts,  except  a  few  valleys,  in  ^hich  are 
thinly  fci^ttered  fome  fmall  farips. 

The  inclemency  of  the  climate  of  Porto  BelJo  is 
fufficiently  knoi^n  all  over  Europe.  Not  only  (Iran- 
gers  who  come  thit|ier  are  affpibed  by  it,  but  even  the 
natives  themfelves  fuffer  in  various  manners.  It  dc- 
ftroys  the  vigour  of  nature,  and  often  untimely  cuts 
the  thtead  of  Lfe.  The  heat  is  exceffiye,  being  aug- 
mented by  the  fituation  of  the  town,  which  is  furround- 
(cd  with  high  mountains,  ^rithout  any  interval  for  the 
winds,  whereby  it  might  be  refrplhed.  The  trees  on 
thefe  mountains  ftand  fo  thick  as  to  intercept  the  rays 
of  the  fun ;  and  cpnfc^uently  hinder  them  from  drj^ing 
the  earth  under  them  :  hence  copious  exnalations 
form  large  clouds,  and  precipitate  in  violent  torrents 
of  rain.  B]Lit  ihtfe  are  no  fooner  over,  than  the  fun 
breaks  forth  afrcfh,  and  Ihines  with  his  fornier  fplcnr 
dor;  though  fcarce  has  theaftivjty  of  his  rays  dried 
the  furface  of  the  ground,  not  coyered  by  t|ie  trees, 
thari  the  atmofphere  is  again  clouded  by  another  cpl- 
ledion  of  thick  vapours,  and  the  fun  again  con- 
cealed;  and  in  this  fanner  it  continues  during  the 
whole  day  :  the  night  is  alfo  iubjeft  to  the  fame  vi* 
dflitudes. 

Thefc  tofTent3  of  rain,  which  by  thpir  fuddcnnefs 
and  Impetuofity  fteip  to  threaten  afecond  deluge,  are 
accompanied  with  fuch'tempcfts  of  thunder  and  li^ht-: 
fling,  as  muft  daunt  the  moft  relblute.   'To  this  may 
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South  America.  Its  (ituation  on  the  ifthmus,  betwixt 
the  fouth  and  north  fta,  the  goodnefs  of  its  harbour, 
and  its  fmall  diftance  from  Panama,  have  given  it  the 
preference  for  the  rendezvous  of  the  joint  commerce 
of  Spain  and  Peru  at  its  fair. 

On  advice  .being  received  at  Carthagena,  that  the 
Peru  fleet  has  unloaded  at  Panama,  the  galleons  make 
the  beft  of  their  way  to  Porto  Bello,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  diftempers  which  have  their  fource  from  idlenefs. 
The  concourfe  of  people  on  this  occafion  is  fuch,  as 
to  raife  the  rent  of  lodgings  to  an  excefllve  degree  ;  a 
middling  chamber,  with  a  cloiet,  lets,  during  the  fair, 
for  a  thouiand  crowns,  and  fome  large  houfes  for  four, 
five,  or  fix  thouiand. 

As  foon  as  the  (hips  are  moored  in  the  harbour,  a 
fquare  tent  covered  with  the  (hip's  fails  is  ercdted  for 
receiving  the  cargo ;  at  the  landing  of  which  the  pro* 
prietors  of  the  goods  are  prefent,  in  order  to  claim 
their  own  bales.  Thefe  are  drawn  on  fledges  to  their 
refpeftive  places  by  the  crew  of  every  ftiip. 

While  the  feamen  and  European  traders  are  thus 
employed,  the  land  is  covered  with  droves  of  mules 
from  Panama,  loaded  with  chefis  of  gold  and  fllver 
on  account  of  the  merchants  of  Peru  :  yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this  hurry  and  confufion,  no  theft,  lofs, 
or  difhirbance,  is  ever  known.  He  who  has  feen 
Porto  Bello  at  other  times,  folitary,  poor,  and  a  per- 
petual filence  reigning  every  where,  the  harbour  quite 
empty,  and  every  place  wearing  a  melancholy  afpe^ 
muft  be  filled  with  aftonifhment  at  the  fudden  change, 
to  fee  the  buftling  multitudes,  every  houfe  crowded, 
the  fquare  and  ftreets  encumbered  with  bales,  and 
chefts  of  gold  and  filver,  and  the  harbour  full  of  fhips 
and  veflfels.  In  fliort,  he  will  fee  a  fpot,  at  other  * 
times  detefted  for  its  deleterious  qualities,  become 
the  ftaple  of  the  riches  of  the  old  and  new  world, 
and  the  fcene  of  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  branches 
of  commerce  in  the  whole  earth. 

Soon  after  the  Spanilh  and  French  mathematidant 
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Provifions  arc  icarcc  at  Porta  Bello,  and  confe- 
.quently  dear,  particularly  during  the  time  of  the  gal- 
leons and  the  fair,  when  there  is  a  neceflity  for  a  ^p- 
ply  from  Carthagena  and  Panama.  The  only  thing 
in  plenty  here  is  fi(h,  of  which  there  is  a  great  va- 
riety, and  very  good.  It  alfo  abounds  in  fugar- canes, 
fo  that  the  chacaras,  or  farm  houfes,  if  indeed  they 
deferve  that  name,  are  built  of  them.  Thcv  have 
^llb  fugar-works,  where  fugar,  molafles,  and  rum, 
are  made. 

Frelh  water  pours  down  in  ftreams  from  the  moun- 
tains, fome  running  without  the  town,  and  others 
crofling  ir.  Thefe  waters  are  very  light  and  digeftive, 
and,  in  thofe  who  are  ufed  to  them,  good  to  create;  an 
appetite  -,  qualities  which,  in  other  countries,  would 
be  very  valuable,  but  are  here  pernicious.  This  country 
feems  fo  curfed  by  nature,  that  what  is  in  itfelf  good, 
becomes  here  deftrudive.  For  doubtlefs  this  water 
is  too  fine  and  aftive  for  the  ftomachs  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  thus  produces  dyfenteries,  the  laft  ftage  of 
all  other  diftempers,  and  which  the  patient  very  fcl- 
dom  furvives.  The  rivulets,  in  their  dcfcent  from 
the  mountains,  form  little  refervoirs  or  ponds,  whofe 
coolnefs  is  incrcafed  by  the  ihade  of  the  trees  ;  and  in 
thefe  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  bathe  themfelves 
conftantly  every  day  at  eleven  in  the  morning :  and 
the  Europeans  fail  not  to  follow  an  example  ib  plca- 
fant  and  conducive  to  health. 

As  the  forefts  almoft  border  on  the  houfes  of  the 
town,  the  tigers  often  make  incurfions  into  the  ftreets 
during  the  night,  carrying  off  fowls,  dogs,  and  other 
domelHc  creatures;  and  fometimes  even  boys  have 
fallen  a  prey  to  them  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  ravenous 
beafts,  after  tailing  human  flefli,  prefer  it  to  all  other. 
Bcfide  the  fnai'es  ufually  laid  for  them,  the  negroes 
and  mulattoes,  who  fell  wood  in  the  forefts  of  the 
mountains,  arc  very  dexterous  in  encountering  the 
,«^ger  'j  and  fome  even  on  account  of  the  flendcr  re- 
'  ward,  feck  them  in  their  retreats.     The  arms  in  this 
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branches  to  the  river,  are  inhabited  by  an  infinite 
variety  of  creatures.  The  different  fpecies  of  mon- 
keys, Ikipping  in  troops  from  tree  to  tree,  hanging 
from  the  tranches ;  in  other  places  fix  or  eight  of 
them  linked  together  in  order  to  pafs  a  river,  the 
dams  with  their  young  on  their  (houlders,  throwing., 
thcmfelves  into  odd  poftures,  and  making  a  thoufand 
grimaces,  will  perhaps  appear  fiftitious  to  thofe  who 
have  never  feen  them.  But  if  the  birds  be  added, 
our  reafon  for  admiration  will  be  greatly  increafed : 
for  here  are  an  amazing  abundance,  whofe  plumage 
glitters  with  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow. 

On  their  arrival  at  Cruces,  they  were  entertained 
by  the  alcalde  of  the  town ;  and  on  the  27th  fet  out 
on  their  Journey  to  Panama,  which  they  reached  inf 
the  evenmg.  They  firft  waited  on  the  prefident, 
who  received  them  all  in  the  moft  cordial  and  en- 
dearing manner. 

Some  indifpenfible  preparations  detained  them 
longer  at  Panama  than  they  expcfted..  But  at  length 
every  difficulty  being  furmounted,  they  embarked  in 
the  bay  of  Panama,  and  direfted  their  courle  towards 
the  river  Guiaquil. 

Panama  is  built  on  an  iflhmus  of  the  fame  name, 
the  coafl  of  which  is  wadied  by  the  South-Sea. 
From  the  obfervations  thofe  mathematicians  made 
here,  the  latitude  of  this  city  appears  to  be  8  deg. 
5  min.  48  and  a  half  feconds  north.  With  regard  to 
'its  longitude,  it  is  ftill  doubtful,  whether  it  is  on  the 
caft  or  weft  fide  of  the  meridian  of  Porto  Bello.  The 
French  geographers  will  have  it  to  lie  on  the  eaft  fide, 
and  accordingly  have  placed  it  fo  in  their  maps ;  but, 
in  thofe  of  the  Spaniards,  it  is  on  the  weft  fide  :  and 
perhaps  the  latter  may  be  concluded  to  have  a  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  their  refpeftive  fituations. 

The  houfes  in  general,  when  our  artifts  vifited  this 
city,  were  of  wood,  bur  of  one  ftory,  and  a  tiled  roof, 
but  large  ;  and  their  difpofition,  and  the  fymmetry  of 
their  wmdows,  made  a  handfome  appearance :  a  few 
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a  general  contra(5i:ion  of  the  muicles  and  nerves  of  his 
body,  which  puts  him  to  anrxrreme  pain  when  he  en- 
deavours to  move  them.  In  this  difagreeable  cry 
confifts  his  whole  defence ;  for,  it  being  natural  to 
him  to  fly  at  the  fird  hoftile  approach  of  any  beaft,  he 
makes  at  every  motion  fuch  howlings  as  are  even  in- 
fupportable  to  his  purfuer^  who  foon  quits  him,  and 
even  flies  beyond  the  hearing  of  his  horrid  noife.  Nor 
is  it  only  during  the  time  he  is  in  motion  that  he 
makes  thefe  cries ;  he  repeats  them  while  he  refts  him- 
(elf,  continuing  a  long  time  motionlefs  before  he  takes 
another  march.  The  food  of  this  creature  is  gene- 
rally wild  fruits  ;  and  when  he  can  find  none  on  the 
ground,  he  looks  out  for  a  tree  well  loaded,  which  with 
a  great  deal  of  pains  he  climbs  ;  and  in  order  to  fave 
himfelf  fuch  another  toilfome  afcent,  plucks  off  all  the 
fruit,  throwing  them  on  the  ground :  and  to  avoid  the 
pain  of  defcending  the  tree,  forms  himfelf  into  a  ball, 
and  drops  from  the  branches.  At  the  foot  of  this  tree 
he  continues  till  all  the  fruit  arc  confumed,  never  ftir- 
ring  till  hunger  forces  him  to  feek  again  for  food. 

Serpents  here  are  very  numerous,  and  very  deftruc- 
tive.  Toads  alio  fwarm,  not  only  in  the  damp  and 
marlhy  places,  as  in  other  countries,  but  even  in  the 
ftreets,  courts  of  houfcs,  and  all  open  places  in  ge- 
neral. When  it  has  rained  in  the  nighty  the  ftreets 
and  fquares  in  the  morning  fcem  paved  with  thefe 
reptiles ;  fe  that  you  cannot  flep  without  treading 
^  on  them,  which  fometimes  is  produftive  of  trouble- 
fome  bites  •,  for  befidc  their  poifon,  they  are  large 
enough  for  their  teeth  to  be  feverely  felt.  At  the 
fame  time^  there  are  fuch  numbers  of  them,  that  no- 
thing can  be  imagined  more  difmal  than  their  croak- 
ings,  during  the  night,  in  all  parts  of  the  tpwn,  woods, 
and  caverns  of  the  mountains. 

The  town  of  Pprto  Bello,  fo  thinly  inhabited  by 
reafon  of  its  noxious  air,  the  fcarcity  of  uroviGons, 
and  the  barrennefs  of  its  foil,  becomes,  at  the  time  of 
the  galleons,  one  of  the  moft  populous  places  in  all 

South 
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Peru  fleet,  during  the  time  of  the  fair;  and  is  never 
without  barks  loaded  with  provifions  from  the  ports 
of  Peru,  and  a  great  number  of  coafting  veflels  go- 
ing from  thence  to  Choco,  and  parts  on  the  weftern 
'  coaft  of  that  kingdom. 

The  winds  are  the  fame  as  along  the  whole  coaft; 
the  currents  are  ftrongcr  near  the  iflands  than  at  a 
difl:ance  from  them;  but  no  general  rule  can  be 
given  with  regard  to  their  courfe,  that  depending  on 
the  place  where  the  fhip  is,  with  regard  to  the  chan- 
nels which  they  form.  They  alfo  vary  jn  the  fame 
place  according  to  the  winds. 

I'he  inhabitants  of  Panama  greatly  refemble  thofe 
of  Carthagena  in  their  difpofitions,  except  in  their 
being  more  parfimonious,  and  more  defigning  :  the 
women  imitate  the  drefs  of  the  ladies  of  Peru. 
They  wear  girdles,  and  five  or  fix  chaplets  or  rows 
of  fine  beads  about  their  necks,  together  with  two  or 
more  goy  chains,  having  fome  relics  appendant  from 
them.  Rpund  their  arms  they  wear  bracelets  of  g9ld, 
and  firings  of  pearls,  corals,  and  beugles. 

Provifions  of  all  kinds  are  very  dear  in  this  city 
and  its  diftrift,  occafioncd  by  the  large  quantity  re- 
quired, and  the  great  diftance  which  they  are  brought; 
but  is  amply  compenlated  by  the  multitude  and  value 
of  the  pearls  found  in  the  oyfters  of  the  gulph; 
and  parrxularly  thofe  near  the  iflands  del  Rcy  Ta- 
bfigo,  and  others  to  the  number  of  forty-three,  form- 
ing a  fmall  archipelago.  Thcro  are  few  p^rfons  of 
fubftance  near  Panama,  who  do  not  employ  all,  or 
at  lead  part  of  their  flavcs  in  this  fiihery ;  the  manner 
of  which  ROC  being  commonly  known,  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  defcribe  it  here. 

The  ov/ners  of  the  negroes  employ  the  mofl  pro- 
per perfons  for  this  fifliery ;  which  being  performed 
at  the  bottom  of  the  lea,  they  mull  be  both  expert 
fwiiiimtrs,  and  capable  of  holding  their  breath  along 
time.  Theie  tliey  knJ  to  the  illands,  where  they 
have  liucs  built  for  tlieir  lodgings  and  boats,  wliicK 
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arrived  at  Porto  Belk),  they  fent  advice  of  it  to  the 
prefident  of  Panama,  requefting  him  to  lend  fome  of 
the  vcffcls  ufed  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  Chagre 
to  carry  them  to  Panama ;  as  their  inftruments  ren-« 
dered  it  impoflible  for  them  to  travel  through  the  nar* 
row  craggy  roads  leading  from  Porto.  Bello  to  that 
city.  He  readily  complied  with  their  requeft,  and 
immediately  difpacched  two  veflels  to  Forto  Bello  \  on 
board  which  they  all  embarked  on  the  2  2d  of  Decern^ 
ber,  and  rowed  out  of  Porto  Bello  harbour,  and  ac 
four  in  the  evening  landed  at  the  cullom-houfe  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Chagre. 

This  river  has  its  fource  in  the  mountains  near 
the  town  of  Cruces.  Its  entrance  at  the  north  fca 
IS  defended  by  a  fort  fituated  on  a  fteep  rock  near 
the  fea-fliorc,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river.  About 
twenty  yards  from  this  fort  is  the  town  of  San  JLoren- 
zo  de  Chagre.%  . 

The  barks  employed  on  this  river  are  of  two  kinds, 
the  chatos  aiid  bongos.  I'he  former  are,  like  th^ 
European  veffcls,  compofed  of  feveral  pieces  of  tim- 
ber ;  but  of  a  greater  breadth,  tliat  they  may  draw 
but  little  water :  they  carry  from  feven  to  eight  hun- 
dred quintals.  Tlie  latter  are  formed  out  of  one 
piece  of  wood ;  and  it  is  aftonilhing  to  think  there 
ikould  be  trees  of  fuch  a  prodigious  magnitude,  fome 
of  them  being  eleven  Paris  feet  broad,  and  carry  con» 
veniently  four  or  five  hundred  quintals.  Both  forts 
have  a  cab'm  at  the  ftern  for  the  convenience  of  paf- 
fengers,  and  a  kind  of  awning,  fuppoitcd  by  wooden 
ftancheons,  reaching  to  the  head.  Each  of  thefe  re- 
quire, befide  the  pilot,  eighteen  or  twenty  robuft  ne- 
groes at  leaft ;  as  it  would  be  otherwifc  impoffible  to 
make  any  way  againft  the  current. 

Perhaps  nothing  can  excel  the  profpefts  which  the 
rivers  of  this  country  exhibit.  The  moft  fertile  ima- 
gination of  a  painter  can  never  equal  the  magnificence 
of  the  rural  landfcapes  which  are  here  to  be  fcen. 
The  groves,  which  (hade  the  plains,  and  extend  their 
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round  a  man,  or  any  other  animal  that  happens  to 
Come  within  its  reach,,  and  immediately  fqueezes  it 
i;o  death.  This  fifh  refembles  a  thornback  in  fhape, 
l^ut  is  prodigioufly  larger. 

Every  negroe,  to  defend  himfelf  againft  thefe  ani- 
mals,  carries  vuth  him  a  (harp  knife,  with  which,  if 
the  fi(h  pSers  to  aflault  him,  he  endeavours  to  ((rike 
it  in  a  part  where  it  has  no  power  to  hurt  him  ^  on 
which  the  fifti  immediately  flies.  The  officers  keep 
^  watchful  eye  on  thefe  voracious  creatures,  and  on 
difcovering  them,  fhake  the  rope  faftened  to  the  ne- 
groes bodies,  that  they  may  be  upon  their  guard. 
Many,  on  the  diverts  being  in  danger,  have  thrown 
themfelves  into  the  water  with  the  like  weapon,^  and 
haftened  down  to  their  defence;  but  too  often  all 
their  dexterity  and  precaution  are  not  fufficient  to  pro- 
tc£l  the  diver  from  being  devoured  by  thefe  filh,  or 
lofing  one  of  his  limbs  by  their  bice. 

Bcfide  thefe  pearls,  the  kingdom  of  Terra  Firma 
was  formerly  equally  remarkable  for  the  fine  gold 
produced  by  the  mines  in  its  territories ;  and  which 
confequently  proved  a  very  confiderable  addition  to 
its  riches.  Part  of  thefe  mines  were  in  the  province 
of  Veraguas,  others  in  that  of  Panama ;  but  moft, 
alio  the  richeft,  and  whofe  metal  was  of  the  fineft 
qqality,  were  in  the  province  of  Darien  :  and,  on  that 
account,  the  conftant  objefts  of  the  miners.  But  the 
Indians  revolting,  and  making  themfcIVes  matters  of 
the  whole  province,  there  was  a  neceflity  for  aban- 
doning thefe  mines,  by  which  means  the  greateft  part 
of  them  were  loft  -,  a  few  only  remaining  on  the  fron- 
tiers, which  ftiU  yield  a  fmall  quantity  of  gold. 

Though  the  minps  of  Veraguas  and  Panama  are 
not  expofed  to  thefe  dangers,  yet  they  are  not  worked 
with  more  vigour  than  the  others  •,  and  this  for  two 
rcafons.  The  firft  is,  that  befide  their  being  lefs 
rich  in  metal  than  the  others,  the  gold  they  yield  is 
jiot  of  fo  good  a  quality  as  that  ot  Darien ;  the  fe- 
cond^  and  indeed  the  moft  weighty,  is^  that  thefe 
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were  of  ftone.    The  ftrects  both  of  the  city  and  fvkh^ 
urb  are  (Iraight^  broad,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  pavcci. 

Though  the  greatcft  part  of  the  hovdes  were  for- 
merly of  wood,  fires  were  rarely  known  at  Panama; 
the  nature  of  the  timber  being  fuch,  that  if  any  &re 
is  laid  on  th/e  floor,  or  placed  againft  a  wall,  it  is 
produdivc  of  no  other  confequence  than  that  of  mak« 
mg  a  hole,  without  Jdndling  into  a  flame,  and  the 
fire  is  extinguilhed  by  the  afhes.  But  notwith&md- 
ing  this  excellent  quality  of  the  wood,  in  the  year 
1737,  the  city  was  almoft  entirely  confumed;  th^ 
goodnels  of  the  timber  being  unable  to  fecure  it  f]X)m 
the  ravages  of  the  flames. 

In  this  city  is  a  tribunal  or  royal  audience,  in  which 
the  governor  of  Panama  prefides ;  and  to  this  employ* 
menc  is  annexed  the  captainfliip-general  of  Terra* 
Firma,  which  is  generally  conferred  on  an  officer  of 
diftinftion,  though  his  common  title  is  that  of  prc- 
fident  of  Panama.  It  is  a  bilhopric,  and  has  alfo 
a  court  of  inquifition  appointed  by  the  tribunal  of 
inquifition  at  Carthagena. 

The  harbour  of  this  city  is  formed  in  its  road,  t>y 
the  fhelter  of  feveral  iflands,  particularly  Ifla  de  Naos, 
de  Perico,  and  Flamencos ;  and  the  anchoring  place 
is  before  the  fecond,  and  thence  called  Perico.  The 
(hips  here  lie  very  fafe  •,  and  their  diftancc  from  the 
city  is  about  two  leagues  and  a  half,  or  three  leagues. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  the  road 
is  7  dcg.  39  min.  eafterly.  Both  the  road  and  the 
whole  coaft  abound  in  a  great  variety  of  excellent 
fifh,  among  which  are  two  kinds  of  oyfters,  one 
fmaller  than  the  other  5  but  the  fmalleft  are  much 
the  beft. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  fea  are  a  great  number  of 
pearls  ;  and  the  oyfters  in  which  they  are  found  arc 
remarkably  delicious.  This  kind  of  fiflicry  b  of 
great  advantage  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  iflands 
in  this  bay. 

The  harbour  of  Perico  is  the  rendezvous  of  the 
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9th  of  March,  about  three  in  the  evening,  they 
came  to  an  anchor  in  Manta  bay  *,  being  defirous  cf 
viewing  this  coaft,  in  order  to  know  whether  by  form- 
ing their  firH  bafe  in  one  of  its  plains,  the  feries 
.of  triangles  could  be'  continued  to  the  mountains  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Quito. 

Accordingly  they  went  on  ihpr^  in  the  evening  of 
the  fixth,  and  repaired  to  the  village  of  Monte  Chriftp, 
about  three  leagues  from  ths  coail ;  but  foon  tbund 
that  geometrical  operations  were  impradliqablc  there, 
tRe  country  being  every  where  extremely  mountain^ 
ous,  and  almofl:  wholly  covered  with  prodigious  trees, 
an  infurmpuntable  pbftacle  to  any  fuch  deflgn  :  thef 
therefore  determined  to  purfue  their  voyage  to  Guia- 
jquil,  and  thence  to  Quito, 

The  bay  of  Manta  was  formerly  remarkable  for 
a  confiderable  pearl  iiQiery,  but  it  has  been  difcon- 
tinued  for  fome  time.  The  bay  has  probably  its 
name  from  the  great  quantity  of  mantas  in  thofe  parts, 
-the  Indian  inhabitants  being  chiefly  employed  in  tak- 
ing that  fifh,  which  they  fait  and  carry  to  the  inland 
provinces.  Europeans  cannot  help  admiring  their 
dexterity  in  this  kind  of  filhery,  which  they  carry  on 
in  the  following  manner  :  They  throw  into  the  water 
^  log  of  wood,  fuch  as  they  ufe  in  making  a  balza, 
■being  about  five  or  fix  yards  in. length,  and  near  a 
foot  in  diameter.  This  log  will  be  fufficient  to  fup- 
port  the  weight  intended,  which  confifts  of  a  net  ly- 
ing acrof^  one  end  of  it,  and  an  Indian  flanding  in 
an  erect  pofition  on  die  other.  On  rliis  tottering  vef- 
fel,  ailifted  by  only  a  (ingle  oar,  he  puts  off  to  Tea, 
about  the  diftance  of  half  a  league,  where  he  Ihoots 
•his  net.  Another  Indian  follows  him  on  a  fimilar 
Jog,  takes  hold  of  the  rope  fattened  to  one  end  of 
'  the  net,  by  which  means  the  whole  is  expanded,  and 
both  the  Indians  move  toward  the  land,  where  their 
pdrners  wait  to  draw  the  net  on  fliore.  In  this  occu- 
pation the  dexterity  and  agility  of  the  Indians  in 
maintaining  an  equilibrium  on  the  round  lo^s^^  v^  xxvlv^ 
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hold  eight,  ten  or  twenty  negroes,  under  the  com- 
mand of  an  officer.  In  thefc  boats  they  go  to  fuch 
parts  as  are  known  to  produce  pearls,  and  where  the" 
depth  of  the  water  is  not  above  ten,  twelve,  or  fif- 
teen fathom.  Here  they  come  to  an  anchor,  and  the 
negroes  having  a  rope  fattened  round  their  bodies^ 
and  the  other  end  to  the  fide  of  the  boat,  they  take 
with  them  a  fmail  weight  to  accelerate  their  finking, 
and  plunge  into  the  water.  On  reaching  the  bottom 
they  take  up  an  oyfter,  which  they  put  under  the 
left  arm ;  the  fecond  they  hold  in  their  left  hand,  and 
the  third  In  their  right :  with  thefe  three  oyfters,  and 
fometimes  another  in  their  mouth,  they  rife  to  breathe^ 
and  put  them  in  a  bag.  When  they  have  retted  them* 
felves  a  while  and  recovered  their  breath,  they  dive  a 
fecond  time ;  and  thus  continue,  till  they  have  either 
compleated  their  talTc,  or  ttrength  fails  them.  Every 
one  of  thofe  negroe  divers,  is  obliged  daily  to  deliver 
his  matter  a  certain  fixed  number  of  pearls ;  fo  that 
when  they  have  got  the  requifite  number  of  oyfters 
in  their  bag,  they  begin  to  open  them,  and  deliver 
the  pearls  to  the  officer  till  they  have  made  up  the 
number  due  to  their  matter.  The  remainder  arc  the 
property  of  the  negroes. 

Befidc  the  toil  of  this  filhery,  from  the  oyften 
ftrongly  adhering  to  the  rocks,  they  are  alfo  in  no 
fmall  danger  from  fome  kinds  of  filh,  which  either 
feize  the  negroes,  or  by  ttriking  on  them,  crufti  them 
to  the  bottom.  The  fifliery  on  the  whole  coaft  is 
obnoxious  to  the  fame  danger  from  thofe  fifli,  but 
they  are  much  more  frequent  where  fuch  riches 
abound.  The  taburones,  and  tintoretas,  which  arc 
of  an  enormous  fize,.fced  on  the  bodies  of  thefe  un- 
fortunate fifliermcn  ;  and  the  mantas,  or  quilts,  cither 
prcfs  them  to  death  by  wrapping  their  fins  about 
them,  or  crufti  them  with  their  prodigious  weight. 
The  name  Manta  has  not  been  improperly  given  to 
this  fifti,  either  with  regard  to  its  figure  or  property ; 
for  being  broad  and  long  like  a  quilt,  it  wraps  its  fins 
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the  favannahs  in  its  neighbourhood,  are  not  to  be 
travelled  over  either « on  foot  or  horfeback  during  the 
winter ;  for  being  a  fpungy  chalk,  it  is  every  where 
fo  level,  that  there  is  no  declivity  for  carrying  off  the 
water:  and  therefore  on  the  fir  ft  rain  it  becomes  a  ge- 
neral flough.  In  this  re(pe£t  the  old  town  has  the  ad- 
vantage, being  built  on  a  gravelly  foil,  which  is  never 
inipaffable.  This  city  is  defended  by  three  forts-,  two  on 
the  river  near  the  city,  and  the  third  behind  it,  guarding 
the  entrance  of  a  ravin.  Thcfe  are  all  built  after  the 
modern  method  of  fortification ;  but  before  they  were 
ere£ted,  it  had  only  a  platform,  which  is  Hill  remain- 
ing in  the  old  town.  All  the  churches  and  convents 
are  of  wood,  except  that  of  St.  Domingo,  ftill  ftand- 
ing  in  the  old  town,  which  is  of  ftone :  the  great  fo-  ' 
lidity  of  the  ground  in  that  part  being  fufiicient  for 
iupporting  buildings  of  this  kind. 

The  city  and  its  jurifdidtion  are  under  a  corregidor, 
nominated  by  the  king,  who  holds  his  office  during 
five  years.  Notwithftanding  he  is  fubordinate  to  the 
prefident  and  audience  of  Quito,  he  appoints  the  de- 
puties in  the  fevcral  departments  of  his  jurifdiftion, 
and  for  the  police  and  civil  government.  The  eccle- 
fiaftical  government  is  lodged  in  the  bifhop  of  Quito's 
vicar,  who  is  generally  alio  the  prieft  of  the  town. 
Guiaquil  contains,  in  proportion  to  its  dimenfions,  as 
many  inhabitants  as  any  city  in  all  America  -,  the 
continual  refort  of  ftrangers  drawn  thither  by  com- 
merce, contributing  very  greatly  to  increafe  the  num- 
ber, generally  computed  at  twenty  thoufand. 

Though  the  heat  here  is  equal  to  that  of  Panama 
*  or  Carthagena,  yet  the  climate  diftinguifties  itfelf.  in 
,  the  colour  of  the  human  fpecies  •,  and  if  a  certain  au- 
thor has  ftyled  it  the  equinodial  low  countries,  in 
■  allufion  to  the  refemblance  it  bears  to  the  Netherlands 
of  Europe ;  it  may,  with  equal  propriety,  bear  that 
appellation  from  this  fingularity,  namely,  that  all  the 
natives,  except  thofe  born  from  a  mixture  of  blood, 
are  frelh  coloured^  and  fo  finely  featured^  as  ^m&V)  x.<^ 

Ff  4  ^a^ 


436'     DON  ULLOA's  VOYAGE 

fcas,  by  their  rieh  produce  of  pearls,  offer  a  more 
certain,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  more  eafy  profit. 

Among  the  creatures  eaten  by  the  inhabftants  of 
Panama,  is  an  amphibious  creature  called  guana.  Ic 
refembles  a  lizard  in  fhape,  but  is  confiderably  larger^, 
being  generally  about  a  yard  in  length.  It  is  of  a 
yellowilh  green  colour^  but  of  a  lighter  yellow  on  the' 
belly  than  on  the  back,  where  the  green  predomi- 
nates. It  has  four  legs  like  a  lizard,  but  its  claws 
are  much  longer  in  proportion  :  they  are  jointed  by 
a  web  which  covers  them,  and  is  of  the  fame  form 
with  thofe  of  gccfe,  except  that  the  talons  at  the  ends 
of  the  toes  are  much  longer,  and  project  entirely  out 
of  the  web  or  membrane.  Its  Ikin  is  covered  with 
a  thin  fcale  adhering  to  it,  and  which  renders  it  rough 
and  hard ;  and  from  the  crown  of  its  head  to  the  be- 
ginning of  its  tail,  which  is  generally  about  half  a 
yard,  runs  a  line  of  vertical  Icalcs,  each  fcale  being 
from  one  to  fix  lines  in  breadth,  and  three  or  four  in 
length,  feparated  fo  as  to  make  a  kind  of  fav/ :  but 
from  the  end  of  the  neck  to  the  root  of  the  tail,  the 
leak's  gradually  Icflcn,  fo  that  tliey  are  fcarce  vifible 
at  the  latter  part.  Its  belly* is,  in  largenefs,  very  dif- 
proporcionable  to  its  body  ;  and  its  teeth  arc  feparated 
and  very  fliarp  pointed.  On  the  water  it  rather  walks 
than  fwims,  bemg  fupportcd  by  the  webs  of  its  feet ; 
and  on  that  element  its  fwiftnefs  is  amazing,  being 
out  of  fight  in  an  inftant  •,  whereas  on  the  land, 
though  far  from  moving  heavily,  its  celerity  is  much 
lefs.  When  pre^jnaiit,  i:s  bdly  fwells  to  an  enormous 
fr-.e  \  and  inatvd  tl*ey  often  lay  fixty  eggs  at  a  time, 
each  of  which  is  about  as  large  as  that  of  a  pigeon". 
Thde  eggs  arc  reckoned  a  great  dainty  in  every  part 
of  America  where  the  creature  is  found.  The  fielli 
of  the  guana  is  exceeding  white,  and  greatly  admired; 
but  few  Kiiropeans  can  be  pcrfuaded  to  eat  it. 

Every  tiling  beinji;  now  ready  for  their  dej^arture, 
they  embaiked  on  board  tlie  St.  Ghriftopher,  com- 
luanded  by  capt.  Don  Juan  Manuel  Morel,  and  the 
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When  the  fruit  is  arrived  at;  its  full  growth,  it  is 
gathered ;  and  being  ciit  into  dices,  its  pulp  appears 
white  and  juicy,  with  fmall  feeds,  regularly  arranged, 
and  at  that  time  of  no  greater  confidence  than  the 
reft  of  the  pulp,  biit  whiter,  and  contained  in  a  very 
fine  delicate  membrane  5  full  of  liquor  refembling 
milk,  but  tranfparent,  and  fomething  vifcid  :  at;  this 
time  it  may  be  eaten  like  any  other  fruit.  Its  tafte 
is  a  fwcetifli  acid ;  but  in  this  country  is  thought  pro- 
motive of  fevers.  The  yellownefs  of  the .  pod  indi- 
cates that  the  cacao  begins  to  feed  on  its  fubftance, 
to  acquire  a  greater  confiftence,  and  that  the  feeds 
begins  to  fill,  the  colour  gradually  fading  till  they 
arc  fully  com  pleated ;  when  the  dark  brown  colour 
of  the  fhell  into  which  the  yellow  has  deviated,  indi- 
cates the  proper  time  to  gather  it.  The  thicknels 
of  the  fiiell  is  now  about  two  lines,  and  each  feed 
found  inclofcd  in  one  of  the  compartments  formed  by 
the  tranfverfe  membranes  of  the  pod.  After  gather- 
ing the  fruit,  it  is  opened,  and  the  feeds  taken  out 
.  and  laid  on  Ikins  kept  for  that  purpofe ;  or  more  ge- 
nerally in  vjjaua  leaves,  and  left  in  the  air  to  dry. 

This  tree  produces  its  fruit  twice  aryear,  and  in 
ihe  fame  plenty  and  goodnefs.  The  quantity  gather- 
ed throughout  the  whole  jurifdiftion  of  Guiaquil 
amounts  at  leaft  to  50,000  cargoes. 

The  cacao  trees  delight  fo  excefllvely  in  water,  that 
the  ground  where  they  are  planted  muft  be  reduced 
to  a  mire  j  and  if  not  carefully  fupplied  with  water 
they  die.  They  muft  alfo  be  planted  in  the  (hade, 
or  at  leaft  defended  from  the  perpendicular  rays  of 
the  fun.  Accordingly  they  are  always  placed  near 
other  larger  trees,  under  the  (heltcr  of  which  they 
grow  and  flourifh. 

The  navigable  part  of  the  river  of  Guiaquil  ex- 
tends from  the  city  to  the  cuftom-houfe  at  Babahoyo, 
the  place  where  the  goods  are  landed.  This  diftance 
itieafured  on  the  furrace  of  the  water,  between  Guia- 
quil and  the  cuftom-houfe  of  Babahoyo,  is  twenty- 
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amazing ',  for  the  continual  agitation  of  the  fea  reil** 
ders  it  abfolutdy  neceiTary  for  them  to  be  continually 
changing  their  pofition,  and  making  diflfercnt  mo- 
tions with  their  bodies :  and  what  ftill  heightens  the 
diflkulty  is,  that  the  Indian  is  at  the  fame  time  oblige 
ed  to  mind  both  his  oar  and  his  net,  in  drawing  it 
toward  the  land.  They  do  indeed  fometimes,  though 
very  fddom,  flip  off  their  logs ;  but  being  excellent 
fwimnriers,  they  recover  their  bark,  and  in  an  inftant 
place  thtmfelves  in  their  former  pofture. 

Oh  the  thirteenth  of  March  they  left  the  bay  of 
Manta,  and  coafted'^ along  (hore,  within  the  ifland  dt 
la  Plata.  On  the  1 8th  they  anchored  in  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Tumbez,  where  diey  remained  till  the  20th; 
when  at  fix  in  the  morning  they  got  under  fail,  and 
on  the  25th,  at  five  in  the  evening,  landed  at  Guia- 
x^uil,  vfbkh  (lands  in  2°  1 1'  21''  S.  Lat. 

Guiaquil  is  of  confiderable  extent,  taking  up,  atenj 
the  banks  of  the  river  from  the  lower  part  of  the  oI( 
town  to  the  upper  part  of  the  new,  a  Ipacc  of  near 
half  a  league ;  but  the  breadth  is  not  at  all  propor* 
tioryaU  every  perfon  being  fond  of  having  a  houie 
near  the  river.  All  the  houfes  of  both  towns  are 
built  of  wood,  and  many  of  them  covered  with  tiles  i 
though  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  in  the  pH  town  arc 
•only  thatched :  but  in  order  to  prevent  the  fpreading 
of  fires,  by  which  this  city  has  feverely  fufFered  on 
ftveral  occafions,  fuch  covering  is  now  prohibited, 
Moft  of  thefe  conflagrations  owed  their  rife  to  the 
malevolence  of  the  negroes,  in  order  to  revenge  fome 
puniftiments  infliAed  on  them  by  their  matters.  As 
a  farther  J)recaution  againfl:  fire,  which  they  have  fo 
much  reaion  to  dread,  the  kitchens  (land  twelve  or 
fifteen  paces  from  the  hdufes  5  with  which  they  cona- 
municare  by  means  of  a  long  open  gallery,  .re(cm» 
bling  a  bridge*,  but  fo  flighily  built,  that^  on  thfc 
leaft  appearance  of  fire  in  the  kitchen,  it  is  demotiflied 
in  an  inftant :  by  which  means  the  houfe  is  preferved. 

The  ^ound  00  which  the  new  city  is  built)  and 

the 
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the  favannahs  in  its  neighbourhood,  are  not  to  be 
travelled  over  either*  on  foot  or  horfeback  during  the 
winter ;  for  being  a  fpungy  chalk,  it  is  every  where 
fo  level,  that  there  is  no  declivity  for  carrying  off  the 
water:  and  therefore  on  the  firft  rain  it  becomes  a  ge- 
neral flough.  In  this  re(pe£t  the  old  town  has  the  ad- 
vantage, being  built  on  a  gravelly  foil,  which  is  never 
impaffable.  This  city  is  defended  by  three  forts ;  two  on 
the  river  near  the  city,  and  the  third  behind  it,  guarding 
the  entrance  of  a  ravin.  Thcfe  are  all  built  after  the 
modern  method  of  fortification ;  but  before  they  were 
ere£ted,  it  had  only  a  platform,  which  is  (till  remain- 
ing in  the  old  town.  All  the  churches  and  convents 
are  of  wood,  except  that  of  St.  Domingo,  (till  (land- 
ing in  the  old  town,  which  is  of  (tone  :  the  great  fo* 
lidity  of  the  ground  in  that  part  being  fufiicient  for 
Hipporting  buildings  of  this  kind. 

The  city  and  its  jurifdidtion  are  under  a  corregidor, 
iK)minated  by  the  king,  who  holds  his  office  during 
five  years.  Notwithftanding  he  is  fubordinate  to  the 
prefident  and  audience  of  Quito,  he  appoints  the  de- 
puties in  the  feveral  departments  of  his  jurifdiiftion, 
and  for  the  police  and  civil  government.  The  eccle- 
fiaftical  government  is  lodged  in  the  bilhop  of  Quito's 
vicar,  who  is  generally  alfo  the  prieft  of  the  town. 
Guiaquil  conta'ms,  in  proportion  to  its  dimenfions,  as 
many  inhabitants  as  any  city  in  all  America ;  the 
continual  refort  of  ftrangers  drawn  thither  by  com- 
merce, contributing  very  greatly  to  increafe  the  num- 
ber, generally  computed  at  twenty  thoufand. 

Though  the  heat  here  is  equal  to  that  of  Panama 
*  or  Carthagena,  yet  the  climate  diftinguiffaes  itfelf-  in 
,  the  colour  of  the  human  fpecies ;  and  if  a  certain  au- 
thor has  ftyled  it  the  equinodial  low  countries,  in 
■  allufion  to  the  refemblance  it  bears  to  the  Netherlands 
of  Europe ;  it  may,  with  equal  propriety,  bear  that 
appellation  from  this  fingularity,  namely,  that  all  the 
natives,  except  thofe  born  from  a  mixture  of  blood, 
arefrclh  coloured^  and  fo  finely  featured,  as  juftly  to 
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ccmpofed  of  five,  feven,  or  nine  beams  of  a  Icit  of 
wood,  which,  though  known  here  only  by  the  name 
of  balza,  the  Indians  of  Darien  call  puero ;  and,  in 
all  appearance,  is  the  ferula  of  the  Latins,  rrenrioncd 
by  Collumella.  It  is  a  whitifh,  foft  wood,  and  fj 
very  light,  that  a  boy  can  eafily  carry  a  log  of  it,  three 
or  four  yards  in  length,  and  a  foot  in  diameter. 

Balzas  are  not  onlv  ufed  on  rivers,  but  fmall  vcvj- 
ires  are  made  at  fca  on  them  i  and  Ibmetimes  thev  so 
as  far  as  Faira.  Their  dime.nfions  beins:  d'frjrrenr, 
they  are  alfo  applied  to  different  ufcs ;  fome  of  theni 
being  nlhing  balzas ;  fome  carry  aU  forts  of  goods 
from  the  curtpm-ho-jre  to  Guiaquil,  and  from  ther.cc 
to  Puna,  tlic  SiiiLO  de  Tumbez,  and  Paita  ;  and  others 
of  a  more  curious  and  elegant  conllrudtion,  fcrve  for 
removing  families  to  their  eftates  -anJ  country  houfes, 
h;iving  the  fame  convenience  as  on  fhore,  not  being 
t!:e  leaft  agitated  on  the  river ;  and  that  they  have 
fufficient  room  for  accommodations,  may  be  inferred 
from  their  Icngtli  of  the  beams,  which  are  twelve  or 
fifteen  fathoms,  anj  about  two  feet,  or  two  and  a 
half  diameter  ;  fo  that  the  nine  beams  of  which  they 
"confift,  form  a  breadth  of  between  twenty  and  twen- 
ty-four feet,  and  proportional  in  thcfe  of  fcven,  or 
anv  other  number  of  beanis. 

Thefc  beams  are  faftened  or  lafhed  together,  (o 
fecurely,  that  with  the  crofs  pieces  at  each  end,  whica 
arc  alfo  lalhed  v.ith  all  polftble  ftrengih,  they  refift 
the  rapidity  of  the  currents  in  their  voyages  to  the 
coaft  of  Tumbez  and  Paita.  Though  by  their 
neglect  in  examining  the  condition  of  the  bejucos, 
whether  they  are  not  rotten  or  worn,  {6  as  to  require 
others,  there  are  fome  melancholy  inftances  of  bal- 
z  :i?,  v.  !v;ch  in  bad  weather  have  fcparated,  and  by 
that  n;eans  the  cargo  lolt,  and  the  paflengers  drown- 
^d.  With  regard  to  the  Indians,  they  never  fail  of 
getting  upon  one  of  the  beams,  which  is  fufficient 
^or  them  to  make  their  v/ay  to  the  next  port. 

I'hc  thickelt  beam  of  tliofe  which  compofc  the 
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When  the  fruit  is  arrived  at  its  full  growth,  it  is 
gathered  -,  and  being  cut  into  dices,  its  pulp  appears 
white  and  juicy,  with  fmall  feeds,  regularly  arranged, 
and  at  that  time  of  no  greater  confiftcnce  than  the 
reft  of  the  pulp,  biit  whiter,  and  contained  in  a  very 
fine  delicate  membrane-,  full  of  liquor  refembling 
milk,  but  tranfparent,  and  Ibmething  vifcid  :  at  this 
time  it  may  be  eaten  like  any  other  fruit.  Its  tafte 
is  a  fwcctifli  acid ;  but  in  this  country  is  thought  pro- 
motive of  fevers.  The  yellownefs  of  the  pod  indi- 
cates that  the  cacao  begins  to  feed  on  its  fubftance, 
to  acquire  a  greater  confidence,  and  that  the  feeds 
begins  to  fill,  the  colour  gradually  fading  till  they 
arc  fully  com  pleated ;  when  the  dark  brown  colour 
of  the  fhell  into  which  the  yellow  has  deviated,  indi- 
cates the  proper  time  to  gather  it.  The  thicknefs 
of  the  (hell  is  now  about  two  lines,  and  each  feed 
found  inclofed  in  one  of  the  compartments  formed  by 
the  tranfverfe  membranes  of  the  pod.  After  gather- 
ing the  fruit,  it  is  opened,  and  the  feeds  taken  out 
and  laid  on  Ikins  kept  for  that  purpofe-,  or  more  ge- 
nerally in  vjjaua  leaves,  and  left  in  the  air  to  dry. 

This  tree  produces  its  fruit  twice  aryear,  and  in 
the  fame  plenty  and  goodnefs.  The  quantity  gather- 
ed throughout  the  whole  jurifdiftion  of  Guiaquil 
amounts  at  leaft  to  50,000  cargoes. 

The  cacao  trees  delight  fo  exceffively  in  water,  that 
the  ground  where  they  are  planted  muft  be  reduced 
to  a  mire ;  and  if  not  carefully  fupplied  with  water 
they  die.  They  muft  alfo  be  planted  in  the  (hade, 
or  at  leaft  defended  from  the  perpendicular  rays  of 
the  fun.  Accordingly  they  are  always  placed  near 
other  larger  trees,  under  the  (heltcr  of  which  they 
grow  and  flourifh. 

The  navigable  part  of  the  river  of  Guiaquil  ex- 
tends from  the  city  to  the  cuftom-houfe  at  Babahoyo, 
the  place  where  the  goods  are  landed.  This  diftance 
itieafured  on  the  furrace  of  the  water,  between  Guia- 
quil and  the  cuftom-houfe  of  Babahoyo,  is  twenty- 
four 


442       DON  ULL6A*s  V0VAG£ 

jfbur  leagues  and  a  half  v  and  to  Caracol,  the  landing 
place  in  winter,  twenty:  eight  and  a  half. 

The  tides,  during  the  fummer-time,  reach  up  to 
the  cuftoro-houfe,  checking  the  velocity  of  the  cur- 
Kttty  and  confequently  caufin^  the  waters  to  fwell ; 
but  in  winter,  the  current  being  ftronger  and  more 
rapid,  the  increafe  of  the  water  is  vifibfe  onlv  in  the 
reaches  near  Guiaquil ;  and  in  three  or  four  difierent 
times  of  the  year,  the  great  velocity  of  the  current 
rendcrr  the  tides  imperceptible. 

The  principal  caufe  of  the  fwelUngs  of  this  river 
arifes  from  the  torrents  rufhing  down  from  the  Cor- 
dillerl.  For  though  rain  is  frequent  here,  great  part 
of  the  water  is  received  by  its  lakes,  or  ftagnates  on 
the  plains  ;  fo  that  the  increafe  in  the  waters  of  the 
river  are  entirely  owing  to  the  torrents  firom  the 
mountains.        % 

The  borders  of  this  river,  together  with  thofe  of 
its  creeks  and  canals,  are  decorated  with  country 
feats,  and  cottages  of  poor  people  of  all  cafts,  hav- 
ing here  both  the  convenience  of  fifhing  and  agricul- 
ture -,  and  the  intermediate  fpaces  filled  with  fuch  a 
variety  of  thickets,  that  art  would  find  it  difficult  to 
imitate  the  delightful  landfcape  here  exhibited  by 
nature. 

The  principal  and  moft  common  materiak  ufed  in 
building  on  thefe  rivers,  are  canes:  thefe  alfo  form 
the  inward  parts,  as  walls,  floors,  and  rails  of  the 
ftairs.  The  larger  houfes  differ  only  in  fome  of  the 
principal  pieces,  which  are  of  wood.  The  method 
of  building  is,  to  fix  in  the  earth,  eight,  ten,  or 
twelve  pieces  of  wood,  more  or  lefs,  according  to 
the  dimenfions  of  the  houfe,  forked  at  the  top,  and 
of  a  proper  length  -,  all  the  apartments  being  on  the 
firft  ftory,  without  any  ground  floor.  Beams  are 
then  laid  acrofs  on  thefe  forks,  at  the  diftance  of  four 
or  five  yards  from  the  ground.  On  thefe  beams  canes 
are  laid  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  form  a  kind  of  rafters; 
and  over  thefe,  boards  of  the  fame  cane^,  a  foot  and 
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and  chafe  the  fi(h  downward,  by.  which  none  of  anf 
bignefs  efcape  them.  The  alligators,  being  unable 
to  eat  underwater,  on  feizing  a  fi(h,  raife  their  heads 
above  the  furfece.  After  fatisfying  their  appetite, 
they  retire  to  reft  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 

When  they  cannot  find  fifh  to  appeafe  their  hun- 
ger, they  betake  themfelves  to  the  meadows  border- 
ing on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  devour  calves  and 
colts ;  and  in  order  to  be  more  fccure  in  feizing  their 
prey,  take  the  opportunity  of  the  night,  that  they 
may  furprife  them  in  their  fleep :  and  it  is  obfervcd, 
that  thofe  alligators  which  have  once  tafted  flefh,  be« 
come  fo  fond  of  it,  as  never  to  take  up  with  fifli,  but , 
in  cafes  of  neceffity.  Their  voracity  has  been  often  felt 
by  the  boatmen  5  who,  by  inconfiderately  Qeeping  with 
one  of  their  arms  or  legs  hanging  over  the  fide  of  the 
boat,  thefe  animals  have  feized,  and  drawn  the  whole 
body  into  the  water.      The  inhabitants  of  thofe  places 
where  they  abound,  are  very  induftrious  in  catching 
and  deftroying  them.  Their  ufual  method  is  by  a  cafo- 
nate,  or  piece  of  hard  wood,  fharpencd  at  both  ends, 
and  baited  with  the  lungs  of  fome  animal.     Thisca- 
fbnate  they  faften  to  a  thong,  th^  end  of  which  is 
fecured  to  the  fhore.     The  alligator,  on  feeing  the 
lungs  floating  on  the  water,  fnaps  at  the  bait ;  and 
thus  both  points  of  wood  enter  into  his  jaws  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  he  can  neither  fhut  nor  open  his  mouth. 
He  is  then  dragged  alhore,  where  the  Indians  bait 
him  like  a  bull,  knowing  that  the  greateft  damage 
he  can  do,  is  to  throw  down  fuch  as  for  want  of  care 
or  agility  do  not  keep  out  of  his  reach. 

As  foon  as  the  French  and  Spanifti  artifts  arrived 
at  Guiaquil,  the  corregidor  difpatched  a  meflcnger  to 
the  magiftrate  of  Guaranda,  that  he  might  ord^r  car- 
riages to  the  port  of  Caracol,  for  conveying  them 
and  their  baggage  to  the  mountains  ;  but  the  paffage 
being  then  impradicable,  they  were,  obliged  to  con- 
tinue at  Guiaquil  till  the  fummer,  when  on  receiving 
advice  that  the  m.ules  provided  by  that  magiftrate 
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compofed  of  five,  feven,  or  nine  beams  of  a  fort  of 
wood,  which,  though  known  here  only  by  the  name 
of  balza,  the  Indians  of  Darien  call  puero ;  and,  in 
all  appearance,  is  the  ferula  of  the  Latins,  mentioned 
by  Collumella.  It  is  a  whitifh,  foft  wood,  and  fo 
very  light,  that  a  boy  can  eafily  carry  a  log  of  it,  three 
or  four  yards  in  length,  and  a  foot  in  diameter. 

Balzas  are  not  only  ufed  on  rivers,  but  fmall  voya- 
ges are  made  at  fea  on  them  -,  and  fometimes  they  go 
as  far  as  Paita.  Their  dimenfions  being  different, 
they  are  alfo  applied  to  different  ufcs ;  fome  of  them 
being  filhing  balzas ;  fome  carry  all  forts  of  good9 
from  the  cuilpm-ho'ufe  to  Guiaquil,  and  from  thence 
to  Puna,  the  SaUo  de  Tumbez,  and  Paita ;  and  others 
of  a  more  curious  and  elegant  conibuftion,  fcrve  for 
removing  families  to  flieir  eftatcs  and  country  houfes, 
having  the  fame  convenience  as  on  fhore,  not  being 
the  leaft  agitated  on  the  river ;  and  that  tliey  have 
fufficient  room  for  accommodations,  may  be  inferred 
from  their  length  of  the  beams,  which  are  twelve  or 
fifteen  fathoms,  and  about  two  feet,  or  two  and  a 
half  diameter  •  fo  that  the  nine  beams  of  which  they 
confift,  form  a  breadth  of  between  twenty  and  twen- 
ty-four feet,  and  proportional  in  thofe  of  feven,  or 
anv  other  number  of  beams. 

Thcfe  beams  are  fattened  or  lafhed  together,  fo 
fecurcly,  that  with  the  crofs  pieces  at  each  end,  which 
are  alfo  lalhcd  with  all  poflible  flrength,  they  refift 
the  rapidity  of  the  currents  in  their  voyages  to  the 
coaft  of  Tumbez  and  Paita.  Though  by  their 
negleil  in  examining  the  condition  of  the  bejucos, 
whether  they  are  not  rotten  or  worn,  fo  as  to  require 
others,  there  are  fome  melancholy  inftances  of  bal- 
zas, v/liich  in  bad  weather  have  feparated,  and  by 
that  rr.eans  the  cargo  loft,  and  the  paffengers  drown- 
ed. With  regard  to  the  Indians,  they  never  fail  of 
getting  upon  one  of  the  beams,  which  is  fufficient 
Vor  them  to  make  their  v/ay  to  the  next  port. 

Ihe  thickeft  beam  of  thofc  which  compofe  the 
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and  was  become  a  neft  of  mofchitos  of  all  kinds,  fo 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  determine  which  was  the 
word.  Some,  to  avoid  the  torture  of  thefe  infcdts, 
ftripped  themfelves,  and  went  into  the  river,  keep- 
ing only  their  heads  above  water  •,  but  the  face,  be- 
ing the  only  part  expofed,  was  immediately  covered 
with  them,  fo  that  thofe  who  had  recourfe  to  this  ex- 
pedient were  foon  forced  to  deliver  up  their  whole 
bodies  to  thefe  tormenting  creatures. 

On  the  16th,  at  noon,  they  pafled  by  a  place  called 
Memarumi,  or  Mother  of  Stone,  where  there  is  an 
inconceivably  beautiful  cafcade.  The  rock,  from 
which  the  water  precipitates  itfelf,  is  nearly  perpen- 
dicular, and  fifty  fathoms  in  height;  and  on  both 
fides  bordered  with  lofty  and  fpreading  trees.  The 
clearnefs  of  the  fluid  dazzles  the  fight,  which  is,  at 
the  fame  time,  charmed  with  the  luftre  of  the  vo- 
lume of  water  formed  in  its  fall ;  after  which  it  con- 
tinues its  courfe  in  a  bed  along  a  fmall  defcent,  and 
is  crofled  by  a  road.  From  thence  they  continued 
their  journey  -,  and  after  croffing  the  river  twice  on 
bridges,  but  with  equal  danger  as  in  fording  if,  they 
arrived  at  two  in  the  evening  at  a  place  called  Tari- 
gagua,  where  they  rcfted  in  a  large  ftrufture  of  tim- 
ber, covered  with  yijaua  leaves,  built  for  their  re- 
ception. 

It  muft  riot  be  thought  ftrange  to  fay,  that  the 
bridges  are  equally  dangerous  with  the  fords ;  for 
thefe  ftruftures  being  all  of  wood,  and  very  long, 
Ihake  in  pafling  them;  befide,  their  breadth  is  not 
above  three  feet,  and  without  any  rails,  fo  that  one 
falte  ftep  precipitates  the  mule  into  the  torrent,  where 
it  is  inevitably  loft:  accidents,  according  to  there- 
port  of  their  guides,  not  uncomnflon.  Thefe  bridges, 
by  the  rotting  of  the  wood  under  water,  are  annually 
repaired  toward  winter,  the  only  feafon  when  they 
arc  ufed  ;  the  rivers,  during  the  fumpier,  being*  for* 
dable. 

At  Tarigagua,  the  traveller  often  fees  inftances  of 
Vol.  L  Gg  ^Sm^. 


44^.       DbN  ULLOA's  VOYAGE 

written  with  regard  to  the  fiercenefs  and  rapacity  i£ 
this  animal,  our  company  of  artifts  found  from  ex- 
perience that  they  avoid  a  man ;  and  on  the  approach  of 
any  one,  immediately  plunge  into  the  water.  Its 
whole  body  is  covered  with  fcalcs  impenetrable  to  a 
mufket-ball,  unlefs  it  happens  to  hit  him  in  the  belly> 
near  the  fore-legs,  the  only  part  vulnerable. 

The  alligator  is  an  oviparous  creature.  The  fe- 
male makes  a  largie  hole  in  the  fand  near  the  brink  of 
z  river,  and  there  depofits  her  eggs ;  which  arc  near- 
ly equal  to  thofe  of  an  oftrich,  and  as  white  as  thofe 
of  a  hen,  but  much  more  folid.  She  generally  lays 
about  a  hundred,  continuing  in  the  fame  place  till 
they  are  all  depofited,  which  is  a  day  or  two.  She 
then  covers  them  with  the  fand  -,  and  the  better  to 
conceal  them,  rolls  herfelf,  not  only  over  her  preci- 
ous depofitum,  but  to  a  confiderable  diftancc.  After 
this  precaution  fhe  returns  to  the  water,  till  natural 
inftin6b  informs  her,  that  it  is  time  to  deliver  her 
young  from  their  confinement,  when  (he  comes  to  the 
fpot,  followed  by  the  male,  and  tearing  up  the  fand, 
begins  breaking  the  eggs;  but  (b  carefully,,  that 
fcarcea  fingle  one  is  injured,  and  a  whole  fwarm  of 
little  alligators  are  feen  crawling  about.  The  female 
then  takes  them  into  the  water ;  but  the  watchfut 
gallinazos,  a  large  bird,  very  common  in  thefe  parts, 
make  ufe  of  this  opportunity  to  deprive  her  of  lome ; 
and  even  the  male  alligator,  who  indeed  comes  for  na 
other  end,  devours  what  he  can,  till  the  female  has 
reached  the  water  with  the  remaining;  for  alt 
thofe  which  either  fall  from  her  back,  or  do  not  fwim, 
ihc  herfelf  eats  •,  fo  that  out  of  fuch  a  formidable 
brood,  happily  not  more  than  four  or  five  efcape.  • 

Thefe  alligators  are  the  great  deftroyers  of  the  fifli 
in  this  river,  it  being  their  mod  fate  and  general 
food  ;  nor  arc  they  wanting  in  addrefs  to  fatisty  their 
defires  :  eight  or  ten,  as  it  were  by  compaft,  draw 
up  at  the  mouth  of  a  river,  or  creek,  whilft  others  of 
ihe  fame  corps  go  a  confiderable  diftance  up  the  river. 
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der  all  this  road  very  toilfome  and  dangerous,  being 
as  it  were  fo  many  obftacles  to  the  poor  mules; 
though  the  danger  is  even  greater  in  thofe  parts  where 
they  arc  wanting.  For  as  the  tracks  are  extremely 
fteep  and  (lippery  from  the  foil,  which  is  chalky  and 
continually  wet,  fo  they  would  be  quite  impradli- 
cable,  did  not  the  Indians  go  before  and  dig  litde 
trenches  acrofs  the  road  with  fmall  fpades  which  they 
carry  with  them  for  that  purpofe  :  and  thus  both  the 
difficulty  and  danger  of  thefe  craggy  paths  are  great- 
ly leflencd.  This  work  is  continual ;  every  drove  re- 
quiring a  repetition  of  it :  for  in  lefs  than  a  night 
the  rain  utterly  deftroys  all  the  trenches  cut  by  feve- 
ral  haods  the  preceding  day.  The  trouble  of  having 
people  going  before  to  mend  the  road,  the  pains  aril- 
ing  from  the  many  falls  and  bruifes,  and  the  difagree- 
ablenefs  of  being  covered  with  dir(,  and  wet  to  the 
flcin,  might  be  the  more  chearfuUy  fupported,  were 
they  not  augmented  by  the  fight  of  fuch  frightful 
precipices  and  deep  abyfles,  as  mull:  fill  the  travel- 
ler's mind  with  terror. 

The  manner  of  defcending  from  thefe  heights  is 
not  lefs  difEcult  and  dangerous.  In  order  to  under- 
fland  this,  it  is  necefTary  to  obferve,  that  in  thefe 
parts  of  the  mountains,  the  excefTive  flecpnefs  will 
not  admit  of  the  camelones  being  lading ;  for  the 
waters,  by  the  continually  foftening  the  earth,  walh 
them  away.  The  mules  themfelves  are  fenfible  of 
the  caution  requifite  in  thefe  defccnts  ;  for  coming  to 
the  top  of  an  eminence,  they  flop,  and  having  placed 
their  fore-feet  clofc  together,  as  in  a  poflure  of  flop- 
ping themfelves,  they  alio  put  their  hinder-feet  toge- 
ther, but  a  little  forewards,  as  if  going  to  lie  down. 

In  this  attitude,  having  as  it  were  taken  a  furvey 
of  the  road,  they  flide  down  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  a 
meteor.  All  the  rider  has  to  do  is  to  keep  himfelf 
fafl  in  the  faddle  without  checking  his  beafl ;  for  the 
leaft  motion  is  fufficient  to  diforder  the  equilibrium 
of  the  mule,   in  which  cafe  they  both  unavoidably 
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were  on  the  road  to  Caracol,  tliey  immediately  em- 
barked on  the  3d  of  May,  1736,  on  board  a  large 
chata  :  but  the  ufual  impediment  of  the  current,  and 
feveral  unfortunate  accidents,  rendered  the  paffage 
fo  very  long,  that  they  did  not  land  at  Caracol  before 
the  eleventh.  The  tortures  they  received  on  the 
river  from  the  mofchitos  were  beyond  imagination. 
The  mod  difmal  night  they  fpent  in  this  paffage,  was 
when  they  came  to  an  anchor  near  a  large  and  hand- 
fome  houfe,  but  uninhabited  j  for  they  had  no  fooner 
feated  themfelves  in  it,  than  they  were  attacked  on 
all  fides  with  innumerable  fwarms  of  mofchitos ;  fo 
that  it  was  impoffible  for  a  perfon  fufceptible  of  feel- 
ing to  be  one  moment  quiet.  In  (hort,  no  expe- 
dient was  of  any  ufe  againft  their  numbers.  The; 
fmoke  of  the  trees  they  burnt  to  difperfe  the  infernal 
infects ;  befide  almoft  choaking  them,  feemed  rather  to 
augment  than  diminifh  their  multitudes.  At  day- 
break they  could  not  without  concern  look  upon  each 
other ;  their  faces  were  fwcUed,  and  their  hands  co- 
vered with  painful  tumours,  which  fufficiently  indi- 
cated the  condition  of  the  other  parts  of  their  bodies, 
expofed  to  the  attacks  of  thefe  infcfts.  The  follow- 
ing night  they  took  up  their  quarters  in  a  houfe  inha- 
bited, but  not  free  from  mofchitos,  though  in  mucli 
lefs. numbers  than  before.  On  informing  their  holt 
of  the  deplorable  manner  in  which  they  had  fpent 
the  preceding  night,  he  gravely  told  them,  that  the 
houfe  they  fo  greatly  complained  of  had  been  forfaken 
on  account  of  its  being  the  purgatory  of  a  foul :  to 
which  one  of  the  company  wittily  anfwered,  that  it 
was  much  more  natural  to  think  it  was  forfaken  on 
account  of  its  being  a  purgatory  for  the  body. 

All  the  road  from  Caracol  to  the  Ojibar  is  fo  deep 
and  boggy,  that  the  bcalls,  at  every  ftep,  funk  al- 
moft up  to  their  bdlies ;  but  along  the  banks  of  that 
ri\er,  thc7  found  it  mure  rirm  and  commodious.  The 
houfe  they  lodged  in  had  been  for  fome  time  for- 
faken, like  that  already  mentioned  on  Guiaquil  river, 
4  and 
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prodigious  hbour,  they  at  lad  furmount  the  difficuU 
ty,  though  not  without  great  lois  of  time  and  da- 
mage to  the  goods.  When,  pleafed  with  having  got 
over  the  obftacje  themfeives,  they  leave  the  tree  in 
the  condition  they  found  it ;  fo  that  thofe  who  follow 
are  obliged  to  undergo  the  fame  fatigue  and  trouble. 
Thus  the  road,  to  the  great  detriment  of  trade,  re- 
mains encumbered  till  time  has  deftroyed  the  tree. 

They  tiow  began  to  defcend  with  more  eafe  towards 
the  province  of  Chimbo,  attended  by  the  provincial 
alcalde,  and  the  moft  eminent  perfons  of  the  town. 
After  complimenting  theni  in  the  njoft  cordial  man- 
ner on  their  arrival,  they  proceeded  together,  and 
within  a  league  of  the  town  were  met  by  the  prieft, 
^  domiiycan,  accompanied  by  feveral  of  his  order,  and 
^  number  of  the  inhabitants,  who  alfb  left  the  town 
pn  the  fame  friendly  occafion :  and^  to  heighten  the 
x:eremony,  had  brought  with  them  a  troop  of  cholos, 
or  Indian  boys.  In  this  manner  the  cavalcade  entered 
jthe  town,  on  which  all  the  bells  in  the  place  were 
rung,  and  every  houfe  jrefounded  with  the  noifc  of 
trumpets,  tabors  and  pipes. 

On  expreffing  to  the  corregidor  their  furprife  at 
this  reception,  as  a  compliment  far  above  their  rank, 
he  informed  them  that  it  was  not  at  all  Hngular,  it 
being  no  more  that  what  was  commonly  pra£tifed 
when  perfons  of  any  appearance  entered  the  town ; 
and  that  there  was  no  ^mall  emulation  between  the 
feveral  towns  in  payipg  thofe  congratulations. 

After  they  had  paflcd  the  i^ountains  beyond  Pu- 
xrara,  the  whole  country  within  the  reach  of  the  eye 
(during  a  paflage  of  two  leagues,  was  a  level  and 
ppen  plain,  having  neither  trees  nor  mountaii^s,  and 
/:overed  with  fields  of  wheat,  barley,  maize,  and 
other  grain,  naturally  gave  our  artifts  great  pleafure. 

The  corregidor  entertained  them  in  his  houfe  at 
Cuaranda  till  the  aid  of  the  fame  month,  when 
they  continued  their  journey  to  Quito;  whither  they 
;iirriycd,  without  meeting  with  any  remarkable  pccuc- 
jrenccs^  in  a  few  days. 
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the  effefts  of  two  oppofitc  temperatures,  in  two  per- 
fons  happening  to  meet,  one  of  them  coming  from 
Guiaquil,  and  the  other  from  the  mountains :  the  lat- 
ter finds  the  heat  fo  great,  that  he  is  fcarcc  able  to 
bear  airy  cloaths,  while  the  former  wraps  himfelf  .up 
in  all  the  garments  he  can  procure.  The  one  is  fo 
delighted  with  the  warmth  of  the  water  of  the  river, 
that  he  bathes  in  it ;  the  other  thinks  it  fo  cold,  that 
he  avoids  being  fpattered  by  it.  Nor  is  the  cafe  very 
different  even  in  the  fame  perfbn,  who,  after  a  journcfy 
to  the  mountains  is  returning  to  Guiaquil ;  or  vice 
verfdy  provided  the  journey  and  return  be  made  at 
the  fame  feafon  of  the  year. 

At  a  quarter  paft  nine  in  the  morning,  they  began, 
to  afcehd  the  mQuntain  of  San  Antonio,  the  foot  of 
which  is  at  Tarigagua,  and  at  one,  reached  a  place 
called  by  the  Indians  Guamac,  or  Crofs  of  Canes, 
where  they  halted. 

The  ruggcdnefs  of  the  road  from  Tarigagua  lead- 
ing up  this  mountain,  is  not  eafily  defcribed :  it  gave 
our  artifts  more  trouble  and  fatigue,  befide  the  dan- 
gers they  were  every  moment  expofed  to,  than  all 
they  had  experienced  in  their  former  journeys.  In 
fome  parts  the  declivity  is  fo  great,  that  the  mules 
can  fcarce  keep  their  footing  -,  and  in  others  the  ac- 
clivity is  equally  difEcuk.  In  many  places  the  road 
is  fo  narrow,  that  the  mules  have  fcarce  room  to  fet 
their  feet  •,  and  in  others  a  continued  feries  of  preci- 
pices. Befide,  thefe  roads,  or  rather  paths,  are  full 
of  holes,  or  camelones,  near  three  quarters  of  a  yard 
deep,  in  which  the  mules  put  their  fore  and  hind  feet; 
fo  that  fometimes  they  draw  their  bellies  and  riders 
legs  along  the  ground.  Indeed  thefe  holes  ferve  as 
fteps,  without  which  the  precipices  would  be  in  a  great 
meafure  imprafticable  But  fliould  the  creature  hap- 
pen to  put  his  foot  between  two  of  thefe  holes,  or 
not  place  it  right,  the  rider  falls ;  and  if  on  the  fide 
of  the  precipice,  inevitably  periflies. 

Thefe  holes,  or  camelones,  as  they  are  called,  ren- 

'       dcr 


TO  SOUTH  AMERICA-         455 

cultivated  lands,  which  greatly  add  to  the  profpeft 
from  the  city,  being  continually  covered  with  a  lively 
verdure.  Thefe  two  plains  contraft  as  they  approach 
the  city  ;  and  at  their  jundion,  form  a  neck  of  land, 
covered  with  thofe  eminences,  on  which  part  of  Quito 
(lands.  It  may  perhaps  appear  ftrange,  thatnotwith- 
ftanding  twofuch  beautiful  and  extenfive  plains  are  fo 
near  the  city,  a  fituation  fo  very  inconvenient  fliould 
be  preferred  to  either.  But  the  firft  founders  feem 
to  have  had  Icfs  regard  for  convenience  and  beauty, 
than  for  preferving  the  remembrance  of  their  conquefts, 
by  building  on  the  lite  of  the  ancient  capital  of  the 
Indians,  who  made  choice  of  fuch  places  tor  erefting 
their  towns  -,  probably  from  their  being  better  adapted 
to  defence.  Befide,  the  Spaniards,  during  the  infancy 
of  their  conqueft,  little  imagined  this  place  would  ever  * 
increafe  to  its  prefent  magnitude.  Quito,  however, 
was  formerly  in  a  much  more  flouriftiing  condition 
than  at  prefent  -,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  being 
confiderably  decreafed,  particularly  the  Indians,  whole 
ftreets  of  whofe  huts  arc  now  forfaken,  and  in  ruins. 

Pichincha,  in  the  pagan  times,  was  a  volcano ;  and 
even  fome  fiery  eruptions  have  been  known  fince  the 
conqueft.  The  mouth  or  aperture  was  in  a  pic,  the 
top  of  which  is  now  covered  with  fand  and  calcined 
matter.  At  prefent  no  fire  is  ejeded,  nor  does  there 
any  fmoke  iflue  from  it.  The  higheft  part  of  Pichin- 
cha is  covered  with  ice  and  fnow,  confiderable  quan- 
tities of  which  are  brought  down  to  the  city,  and  mix- 
ed with  the  liquors  drank  by  people  of  faftiion. 

The  principal  fquare  in  Quito  has  four  fides,  in  one 
of  which  ftands  the  cathedral,  and  in  the  oppofite  the 
epifcopal  palace;  the  third  fide  is  taken  up  by  the 
town-houfe ;  and  the  fourth  by  the  palace  of  the  au- 
dience. It  is  very  fpacious,  and  has  in  the  center  an 
elegant  fountain.  It  is,  indeed,  rather  disfigured 
than  adorned  by  the  palace  of  the  audience ;  whicli, 
inftead  of  being  kept  in  repair,  the  greateft  part  of  it 
has  been  fuflfercd  to  fall  into  ruins ;  only  a  few  IxaJAs. 
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pcrifh.  The  addrcfs  of  this  creature  is  here  truly  wori- 
derful }  for  in  this  rapid  motion,  when  they  k6m  tO 
have  loft  all  government  of  themfelves,  they  follow 
cxaftly  the  different  windings  of  the  road,  as  if  they 
had  before  accurately  reconoitred  and  previoufly  fet- 
tled in  their  minds  the  rout  they  were  to  follow,  and 
taken  every  precaution  for  their  fafety  amidft  fo  many 
irregularities. 

But  the  longeftpraftice  of  travelling  thefe  roads,  can- 
not entirely  ftee  the  mules  from  a  Kind  of  dread  or 
horror,  which  appears  when  they  arrive  at  the  top  of 
a  'ftcep  declivity :  for  they  ftop  without  being  check- 
ed by  the  rider ;  and  if  he  inadvertently  endeavours 
to  fpur  them  on,  they  continue  immoveable;  nor 
will  they  ftir  from  the  place  till  thev  have  put  them- 
felves in  the  above-mentioned  pofture.  Now  it  is 
that  they  feem  to  be  aftuated  by  reafon  ;  for  they  not 
only  attentively  view  the  road,  but  tremble  and  fnort 
.at  the  danger  •,  which  if  the  rider  be  not  accuftomed 
to  thefe  emotions,  cannot  fail  of  filling  him  with  ter- 
rible ideas.  The  Indians  go  before,  and  place  them- 
felves along  the  fides  of  the  mountain,  holding  by 
the  roots  or  trees,  to  animate  the  beafts  with  (bouts, 
till  they  at  once  ftart  down  the  declivity. 

The  natural  difficulty  of  all  the  roads  among  the 
mountains  are  increafed  by  the  negleft  of  them,  which 
is  greater  than  could  eafily  be  conceived.  If  a  tree, 
for  inftance,  happens  to  fall  down  acrofs  the  road, 
and  flop  up  the  paflage,  no  perfon  will  be  at  the  pains 
to  remove  it ;  and  though  all  paffing  that  way  are 
put  to  no  fmall  difficulty  by  fuch  an  obftacle,  it  is 
fufFered  to  continue :  neither  the  government,  nor 
thofe  who  frequent  the  road,  taking  any  care  to  have 
it  dravVn  away/  Some  of  thefe  trees  are  indeed  fo 
large,  that  their  diameter  is  not  lefs  than  a  yard  and 
a  half,  -and  confequently  fill  up  the  whole  paflage ; 
in  which  cafe  the  Indians  hew  away  part  of  the  trunk, 
and  affift  the  mules  to  leap  over  what  remains ;  but 
in  order  to  this,  they  muft  be  unloaded ;  and  after 

prodi- 
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through  whofe  hands  every  thing  palles  relating  to  the 
croizade. 

Here  is  alfo  a  treafury  for  the  efieds  of  peribns  de* 
ceafedy  an  inftitution  long  (ince  eftabliflied  all  over  the 
Indies,  for  receiving  the  goods  of  thole  whofe  heirs 
were  in  Spain,  that  thus  they  might  be  fecured  from 
thofe  accidents,  to  which,  from  diflipnefty,  or  negli- 
gence, they  would  be  liable  in  private  hands,  and  fe- 
curely  kept  for  the  perfbns  to  which  they  belong :  an 
inftitution,  originally  very  excellent,  but  now  gready 
abufed,  great  diminutions  being  made  in  the  ellates 
before  they  are  reftored  to  their  proper  owners. 

Beiide  the  above-mentioned  tribunals,  here  is  alio 
a  commi0ary  of  the  inquifition,^  with  an  alguazil 
major,  and  familiars  appointed  by  the  holy  office  of 
Lima. 

The  cathedral  chapter  confifts  of  the  biihop,  dean, 
archdeacon,  chanter,  treafurer,  dodoral,  penitentiary, 
a  magiftral,  three  canons  by  prefentatioh,  four  pre- 
bends, and  two  demi-prebends,  with  confiderable  re- 
venues. This  church  was  erefted  into  a  cathedral  in 
the  year  1 545 ;  and  among  other  feftivals  that  are  ce- 
lebrated in  it,  with  amazing  magnificence,  are  thofe  of 
corpus  Chrifti,  and  the  conception  of  our  Lady ;  when 
all  the  courts,  offices,  and  perfons  of  eminence,  never 
fail  to  affift.  But  the  fingular  pomp  of  the  proceffion 
of  the  hoft  in  the  former,  and  the  dances  of  the  In- 
dians, mud  not  be  omitted. 

With  regard  to  the  dances ;  it  is  a  cuftom,  both 
among  the  pariffies  of  Quito,  and'  all  thofe  of  the 
mountains,  that  the  prieft,  a  month  before  the  cele- 
bration of  the  feafts,  feleds  a  number  of  Indians,  who 
are  to  be  the  dancers.  Thefe  immediately  begin  to* 
praftife  the  dances  they  ufed  before  their  converfion  to 
chriftianity.  The  mufic  is  pipe  and  tabor;  and  the 
mod  extraordinary  of  their  motions  a  few  awkward 
capers :  in  (hort,  the  whole  is  little  to  the  tafte  of  an 
European.  Within  a  few  days  of  the  folemnity,  they 
dreft  themfelves  in  a  doublet,  (hirt^  acvd  ^  ^^^sx-jc^'s. 
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At  the  extremity  of  a  fpacious  plain,  called  Tura 
Bamba,  that  is,  a  muddy  plain,  ftands  the  city  of 
Quito ;  on  which  they  entered  at  five  in  the  evening 
on  the  29th.  The  prefident  of  the  province,  bcfidc 
providing  apartments  for  them  in  the  palace  of  the 
audcncia,  entertained  them  the  firfl:  three  days  with 
great  fplendor,  during  which  they  were  vifitcd  by 
the  bimop,  the  auditor,  the  canons,  the  regidores, 
and  all  other  perfons  of  any  didinflion,  who  feemed 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  their  civilities. 

Our  artifts  found  from  accurate  obfervations,  that 
the  city  of  Quito  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  o  deg. 
13  min.  33  fee.  fouth,  and  in  298  deg.  15  min.  45 
fee.  or  6 1  deg.  44  min.  15  fee.  weft  longitude  from 
the  meridian  of  TeneriflTe.  It  ftands  in  the  inland 
pr:rts  of  the  continent  of  South  America,  and  on  the 
eaftern  fkirts  of  the  weft  Cordillera  of  the  Andes.  Its 
diftance  from  the  coaft  of  the  fouth  fea  is  about  35 
leagues  weft.  Contiguous  to  it  on  the  north-weft,  is 
the  mountains  and  defart  of  Pichincha,  not  lefs  fa- 
mous among  ftrangers  for  its  great  height,  than 
among  the  natives  for  the  great  riches  it  is  imagined 
to  contain.  The  city  is  built  on  the  acclivity  of  that 
mountain,  and  furrounded  by  others  of  a  middling 
height,  among  the  breaches,  or  guaycos,  as  they  are 
called  here,  which  form  the  eminences  of  Pichincha. 
Some  of  thefe  breaches  are  of  a  confiderable  depth, 
and  run  quite  through  it,  fo  that  great  part  of  the 
buildings  ftand  upon  arches.  This  renders  the  ftreets 
irregular  and  extremely  uneven,  fome  parts  of  the  city 
being  built  on  the  afcents,  defcenis,  and  fummits  of 
the  breaches.  The  city  with  regard  to  mngnitude, 
may  be  compared  to  one  of  the  fecond  order  in  Eu- 
rope -,  but  the  unevennefs  of  its  fituation  is  a  great 
difadvantage  to  its  appearance. 

Near  it  are  two  fpacious  plains ;  one  on  the  fouth, 
qalled  Zurubamba,  three  leagues  in  length ;  and  the 
other  on  the  north,  termed  Inna-Quito,  about  two 
leagues  in  extent.    Both  are  interfperfed  with  feats  and 

cultivated 
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Their  firft  fcheme  for  flicker  and  lodging  in  thefe 
uncomfortable  regions,  was  to  pitch  a  field-tent  for 
each  company ;  but  on  Pichincha  this  could  not  be 
done  from  the  narrownefs  of  the  fummit :  they  were 
therefore  obliged  to  be  contented  with  a  hut  fo  fmall 
that  they  could  hardly  all  creep  into  it.  Nor  will  this 
appear  ftrange,  if  the  reader  confiders  the  bad  difpofi- 
tion  and  fmallnefs  of  the  place,  it  being  one  of  the 
loftieft  crags  of  a  rocky  mountain,  one  hundred  fa- 
thoms above  the  higheft  pare  of  the  defart  of  Pichin- 
cha. Such  was  the  fituation  of  their  manfion,  which, 
like  all  the  other  adjacent  parts,  foon  became  covered 
with  ice  and  fnow.  The  afcent  up  this  ftupendous 
rock,  from  the  bafe,  or  the  f)lace  where  the  mules 
could  come,  to  their  habitation,  was  fo  craggy  as  on- 
ly to  be  climbed  on  foot ;  and  to  perform  it  coft  them 
four  hours  continual  labour  and  pain,  from  the  violent 
efforts  of  the  body,  and  the  fubtility  of  the  air;  the 
latter  being  fuch  as  to  render  refpiration  difficult. 

The  ftrange  manner  of  living  to  which  our  artifts 
were  reduced  during  the  time  they  were  employed  in 
a  geometrical  menfuration  of  fome  degrees  of  the  me- 
ridian, may  not  perhaps  prove  unentertaining  to  the 
reader ;  and  therefore  the  following:  account  is  given 
as  a  fpecimen  of  it.  The  defart  of  Pichincha,  both 
with  regard  to  the  operations  performed  there,  and  its 
inconveaicncies,  differing  very  little  from  others,  an 
idea  may  be  very  eafily  formed  of  the  fatigues,  hard- 
fliips,  and  dangers  to  which  they  were  continually 
f  xpofed  during  the  time  they  were  profecuting  the  en- 
terprize,  with  the  condudl  of  which  they  had  been 
honoured.  The  principal  difference  between  the  fe- 
vcral  dcfarts  confilted  in  their  greater  or  lefler  diftance 
from  places  where  they  could  procure  provifions  -,  and 
in  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  which  was  propor- 
tionate to  the  height  of  the  mountains,  and  the  feafon 
pf  the  year. 

They  generally  kept  within  their  hut.  Indeed  they 
^crc  obliged  to  do  this,  both  on  accov^t  o^  \.Vv^\xv-^ 
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and  offices  being  taken  any  care  of.     The  principal 
ftreecs  are  paved ;  but  thofe  which  are  not,  arc  a}- 
nioll  impaffible  after  rain,  which  is  here  very  common. 
Beiide  the  principal  fquart*,  there  are  two  others  in 
Quito,  anil  both  very  fpacious,  together  with  feveral 
pt'i  rs  that  are  fmall^r.     In  thefe  the  greateft  part  of 
trie  convents  are  fituated,  anJ  thence  make  a  very 
hand  bme  ipptarance  ;  the  fronts  and  portals  of  thofc 
edihces  dciiicated  to  religion,  being  adorned  with  all 
the  embeiliiiiments  of  architefture,  particularly  the 
convent  of  the  order  of  Francifcans,    which  being 
who'.  IV  of  free  ftone,  muft  have  coft  a  prodigious  fum. 
The  <  atiicdral,  bcfide  the  richnels  of  its  furniture,  is 
fplendidty  adorned  with  tapeftry  hangings,  and  other 
coftly  decorations  •,  but  in  this  refpect  the  other  parifh- 
churches  are  fo  mean,  as  to  have  fcarce  neceflaries 
for  performing  divine  worlhip.     Some  of  them  are 
Without  piivements  -,  and  every  other  particular  is  of 
a  piece  with  that  mark  of  poverty. 

Among  the  courts,  whofe  feffions  are  held  at  Quito, 
the  pnjcipal  is  that  of  the  royal  audience,  which  was 
cltabii(lie!i  there  in  the  year  1563  -,  and  confifts  of  a 
prcfident,  (who  is  alio  governor  of  the  province  with 
regard  to  matters  of  law)  four  auditors,  who  are  at  the 
fame  nm':^  civil  and  criminal  judges,  and  a  royal  fifcal, 
fo  called,  as  befide  the  caufes  brought  before  tlie  au- 
dience, he  alio  takes  cognizance  of  every  thing  relating 
to  the  revenue  of  the  crown.     Befide  this,  there  is 
alfo   another  fifcal   called  Proteftof   de    los  Indios, 
*'  Proteftor  of  the  Indians,"  who  folicits  for  them, 
and,  when  injured,  pleads  in  their  defence.     The  ju- 
rifdiftion  of  this  court  extends  to  the  utmoft  limits  of 
the  province  with,  no  other  appeal  than  to  the  council 
of  the  Indies,  and  this  only  in  cafe  of  a  rejeftion  of  a 
petition,  or  fla<^rant  injuftice. 

The  tribunal  de  cruzada,  or  croizade,  has  a  com- 
miffary,  who  is  generally  fome  dignitary  of  the  church, 
and  a  treafurer,   who  is  alfo  the   accomptant,   and 

through 
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Tomfe  fmall  diftance,  and  at  others,  amufed  themfelvcs 
with  rolling  large  fragments  of  rocks  down  the  preci- 
pice ;  and  thefe  frequently  required  the  joint  ftrength 
of  them  all,  though  they  often  faw  the  fame  effefted 
by  the  mere  force  of  the  wind.  But  they  always  took 
care  in  their  excurfions  not  to  go  far  out,  but  that  on 
the  leaft  appearance  of  the  clouds  gathering  about 
their  cottage,  which  often  happened  very  fuddenly, 
they  could  regain  their  fhelter.  The  door  of  their 
hut  was  faftened  with  thongs  of  leather,  and  on  the 
infide  not  the  fmalleft  crevice  was  left  unftopped ; 
befide  which  it  was  very  compadly  covered  with  ftraw: 
but  notwithftanding  all  their  care,  the  wind  pene- 
trated through.  The  days  were  often  little  better 
than  the  nights ;  and  all  the  light  they  enjoyed  was 
chat  of  a  lamp  or  two,  which  they  kept  continually 
burning. 

Though  their  hut  was  fmall,  and  crouded  with  in- 
habitants, befide  the  heat  of  the  lamps,  yet  the  in- 
tcnfencfs  of  the  cold  was  fuch,  that  every  one  of  them 
wUs  obliged  to  have  a  chafing-difli  of  coals.  Thefe 
precautions  would  have  rendered  the  rigour  of  the 
climate  fupporrable,  had  not  the  imminent  danger  of 
perilhing  by  being  blown  down  the  precipice,  roufed 
them  every  time  it  fnowed,  to  encounter  the  fevc- 
rity  of  the  outward  air,  and  fally  out  with  (hovels  to 
free  the  roof  of  their  hut  from  the  maflcs  of  fnow 
which  were  gathering  on  it.  Nor  would  it  without 
this  precaution,  have  been  able  to  fupport  the  weight. 
They  were  not  indeed  without  fervants  and  Indians  j 
but  thefe  were  fo. benumbed  with  the  cold,  that  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  they  could  get  them  out  of 
a  fmall  tent,  where  they  kept  a  continual  fire.  So 
that  all  our  artifts  could  obtain  from  them  was  to 
take  their  turns  in  this  labour-,  and  even  then  they 
went  very  unwillingly  about  it,  and  confequently  per- 
formed it  (lowly. 

It  may  eafiiy  be  conceived  what  this  coppany  fiif- 
fered  from  the  afperitirs  of  fuch  a  climate.     Tt««. 
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petticoat,  adorned  in  the  fined  manner  poflible.  Over 
their  (lockings  they  wear  a  fort  of  pinked  bufkins,  on 
which  are  faftened  a  great  number  of  bells.  Their 
head  and  face  they  cover  with  a  fort  of  maik,  formed 
of  ribbands  of  feveral  colours.  Drefled  in  this  fan- 
taftical  garb,  they  proudly  call  themfelves  angels, 
unite  in  companies  of  eight  or  ten,  and  fpend  the 
whole  day  in  roving  about  the  ftrects,  highly  delight- 
ed with  the  gingling  of  their  belU »  and  frequently 
flop  to  dance,  to  gain  the  applaufes  of  the  ignorant 
multitude,  who  are  (Irangers  to  elegant  dancing.  But 
what  is  really  furprifmg,  is,  that  without  any  pay,  or 
view  of  intercft,  unlefs  they  think  it  a  religious  duty, 
they  continue  this  cxercife  a  whole  fortnight  before 
the  grand  feftival,  and  a  month  after  it,  without 
minding  either  their  labour  or  families.  The  fame 
drefs  is  worn  by  them  in  other  proceflions,  and  at  the 
bull  feafts,  when  they  are  excufed  from  labour,  and 
therefore  highly  pleafed  with  them. 

Soon  after  our  artifts  arrived  at  Quito,  they  deter- 
mined to  continue  the  fcries  of  the  triangles  for  mea- 
Juring  an  arch  of  the  meridian  to  the  S.  of  that  city  : 
the  company  accordingly  divided  themfelves  into  two 
bodies,  confifting  of  French  and  Spaniards,  and  each 
retired  to  the  part  affigncd  them.  Don  George  Juan 
and  M.  Godin,  who  were  at  the  head  of  one  party, 
went  to  the  mountain  of  Pambamarca  -,  while  M. 
Bouguer,  de  la  Condamine,  and  Don  UUoa,  together 
with  their  aflfiftants,  climbed  up  to  the  higheft  fummit 
of  Pichincha.  Both  parties  fufFercd  extremely,  both 
from  the  feverity  of  the  cold,  and  the  impetuofity  of 
the  winds,  which  on  thefe  heights  blow  with  inceflant 
violence  •,  difficulties  the  more  painful,  as  they  had 
been  little  ufed  to  fuch  fcnfations.  Thus  in  the  tor- 
rid zone,  nearly  under  the  equinoAial,  where  it  is 
natural  fo  fuppofe  they  had  moft  to  fear  from  the  heat, 
their  greateft  pain  was  caufed  by  the  cxceflivenefs  of 
the  cold. 

Their 
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fible  to  go  in  or  out  without  (looping ;  and  as  every 
night  the  hail  and  fnow  which  had  fallen,  formed  a 
wdl  againft  the  door,  it  was  the  bufmefs  of  one  or 
two  of  the  Indians  to  come  early  and  remove  this  ob- 
ftruftion.  For  though  the  Negro  fervants  were  lodged 
in  a  little  tent,  their  hands  and  feet  were  fo  covered 
with  chilblains,  that  they  would  rather  have  fuffered 
themfelves  to  have  been  killed  than  move.  The  In- 
dians therefore  came  conftantly  up  to  difpatch  this 
work  betwixt  nine  or  ten  in  the  morning  j  but  they 
had  not  been  there  above  four  or  five  days,  when 
they  were  not  a  little  alarmed  to  fee  ten,  eleven,  and 
twelve  come,  without  any  news  of  their  labourers : 
when  they  were  relieved  by  the  honeft  fervant  men^ 
tioned  above,  who  had  withftood  the  feduftion  of 
his  countrymen,  and  informed  his  mafters  of  the  de- 
fertion  of  the  four  others.  As  foon  as  the  fnow  was 
cleared  away  from  the  door,  they  dili)atched  the  In- 
dian to  the  corregidor  of  Quito,  who  with  equal  dif- 
patch fent  other  Indians,  threatening  to  chaftife  them 
ieverely  if  they  were  wanting  in  their  duty. 

But  the  fear  of  puniftiment  was  not  fufficient  to  in- 
duce them  to  fupport  the  rigour  of  this  fituation ;  for 
within  two  days  they  deferted.  The  corregidor  there- 
fore, to  prevent  any  other  inconvenience,  fent  four 
Indians  under  the  care  of  an  alcalde,  and  gave  orders 
for  their  being  relieved  every  fourth  day. 

Twenty-three  tedious  days  our  artifts  fpent  on  this 
rock,  viz.  to  the  6th  of  September,  and  even  without 
any  poflibility  of  finiftiing  their  obfcrvations  of  the 
angles  •,  for  when  it  was  fair  and  clear  weather  with 
them,  the  others  on  whofe  fummits  the  fignals  which 
formed  the  triangles  for  meafuring  the  degrees  of  the 
meridian,  were  hid  in  the  clouds ;  and  when  thofe  were 
clear,  Pichincha  was  involved  in  clouds.  It  was 
therefore  ncceflary  to  ercft  their  fignals  in  a  lower  fi- 
tuation, and  in  a  more  favourable  region.  This 
however  did  not  produce  any  change  in  their  habi- 
tation till  the  beginning  of  December  *,  when  having 
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finiflicd  the  obfervarions  which  particularly  concerned 
Pichincha,  they  proceeded  to  others  Tbut  with  no 
abatement  either  of  inconveniencics,  cold,  or  fatigue  : 
for  the  places  where  they  made  their  obfervations 
being  neceflarily  on  the  highefl:  pans  of  the  defarts; 
the  only  relpite  in  which  they  enjoyed  fome  little  eafe, 
was  during  the  (hort  interval  of  paffing  from  one  to 
the  other. 

In  all  their  ftations  fubfequent  to  that  on  Pichincha, 
during  their  fatiguing  menfuration  of  the  degrees  of 
the  meridian,  each  company  lodged  in  a  field-tent, 
which,  though  fniall,   they  found  lefs  inconvenient 
than  the  hut  on  Pichincha ;  though  at  the  fame  nmc 
they  had  more  trouble,  being  oftener  obliged  to  clear 
it  from  the  fnow,  as  the  weight  of  it  would  otherwife 
have  demolifticd  the  tent.      At  fir(V,    indeed,  they 
pitched  it  in  the  moft  flieltered  places ;  but  on  tak- 
ing  a  refolution  that  the  tents  themfelvcs  Ihould  fcrvc 
for  fignals,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  of  havin<^ 
others  of  wood,  they  removed  them  to  a  more  ex° 
pofcd  fituation,  where  the  impetucfity  of  the  winds 
fometimes  tore  up  the  piquets,  and  blew  them  down. 
From  what  has  been  obferved,  it  will  follow,  that, 
in  order  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  the  happy  tem- 
perature of  the  air  at  Quito,  experience  mult  correft 
the  errors  which  would  arife  from  mere  fpeculation : 
as  without  that  unerring  guide,  or  the  information  of 
hiftory,  who  would  imagine,  that  in  the  centre  of  the 
torrid  zone,  or  rather  under  the  equinodlial,  not  only 
the  heat  is  very  tolerable,  but  even,  in  Ibme  parts,  the 
cold  painful  ?  and  that  others  enjoy  all  the  delights 
and  advantages  of  a  perpetual  fpring,  their  fields  be- 
ing always  covered  with  verdure,  and  enamelled  with 
flowers  of  the  mod  lively  colours  ?    The  mildnefs  of 
the  clinnate,  free  fron^  the  extremes  of  cold  and  heat, 
and  the  ccnftant  eouility  of  the  nights  and  days,  im- 
der  a  country,  which  wa^  anciently  concluded  to  be 
uninhabitable,  pleafi.nt  and  fertile^    Nature  has  here 
fcattcrcd  her  bklThigs  with  fo  liberal  a  hand>  that 
^  this 
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tl)i3  country  furpafles  thoie  of  the  temperate  zones, 
vrhere  the  viciflltudes  of  winter  and  fummer,  and 
change  from  heat  to  cold,  caufe  the  extremes  of  both 
to  be  more  fenfibly  felt. 

The  method  taken  by  Nature  to  render  this  country 
a  delightful  habitation,  confifts  in  an  aflemblage  of 
circumilances,    of  which,   if  any  were  wanting,   it 
would  cither  be  utterly  uninhabitable,  or  fubjeft  to 
the  greatcft  inconveniencies.     The  principal  circum* 
ftanc6  is  its  elevated  (itusltion,  and  thus  not  only  the 
reflection  of  the  heat  is  diminifhed,  but  by  the  eleva<» 
tion  of  this  country,  the  winds  are  more  fubtile,  and 
congelation  more  natural.    Thefe  are  fuch  natural 
effedts  as  muft  doubtlefs  be  attributed  to  its  fituation  ; 
and  is  the  only  circumftance  from  whence  fuch  dif- 
ferent temperatures  as  are  obferved  here,  can  proceed. 
The  fertility  of  this  country,  if  fully  defcribed^ 
would  appear  to  many  incredible,  did  not  the  confi* 
deration  of  the  equality  and  benignity  of  the  climate 
inforce  its  probability.     For  both  the  degrees  of  cold 
and  heat  are  fo  happily  deterniined,  that  the  moifturc 
continues,  and  the  earth  fcldom  fails  of  being  cherifli- 
cd  by  the  fertilizing  beams  of  the  fun  fome  part  of 
every  day  :    therefore  it  is   no  wonder    that    this 
country  (hould  enjoy  a  greater  degree  of  fertility  than 
thofe  where  the  fame  caufes  do  not  concur ;  efpecially 
if  we  confider,  that  there  is  no  fenfible  difference 
throughout  the  year ;  fo  that  the  fruits  and  beauties  of 
the  feveral  fcafons  are  here  feen  at  the  fame  time. 

Though  all  this  is  generally  feen,  yet  there  is  a  fet- 
tled time  for  the  grand  harveft.  But  fometimes  the 
moft  favourable  feafon  for  fowing  in  one  place,  is  a 
month  or  two  after  that  of  another,  though  their  dif- 
tance  is  not  more  than  three  or  four  leagues ;  and  thef 
time  for  another  at  the  fame  diftance  not  then  arrived. 
Thus,  in  different  fpots,  fometimes  in  one  and  the 
fame,  fowing  and  reaping  are  performed  throughout 
the  whole  year ;  the  forwardnefs  or  retardment  natu- 
rally arifmg  from  the  different  fituations^  a^  rcvowcv- 
Vot.  L  H  h  viwtw^^ 
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feet  were  fwelled,  and  fo  tender,  that  they  could  hoc 
even  bear  the  heat ;  and  walking  was  attended  with 
extreme  pain.  Their  hands  were  covered  with  chil- 
blains ;  tneir  lips  fwelled  and  chopped ;  fb  that  every 
motion  in  fpeaking  or  the  like,  drew  blood :  confe- 
quently  they  were  obliged  to  flri£t  taciturnity,  and 
little  difpofed  to  laugh,  as  by  caufing  an  extenfion  of 
the  lips,  it  produced  fuch  fiifures  as  were  very  pain- 
ful for  two  or  three  days  after. 

Their  common  food  in  this  unhofpitable  region  was 
a  little  rice  boiled  with  fome  Qefh  or  fowl,  procured 
from  Quito ;  and  inftead  of  fluid  water  their  pot  was 
filled  with  ice  -,  they  had  the  fame  refourcc  with  re- 
gard to  what  they  drank :  and  while  they  were  eating, 
every  one  was  obliged  to  keep  his  plate  over  a  chafing- 
difti  of  coals,  to  prevent  his  provifions  from  freezing. 
The  fame  was  done  with  regard  to  the  water.  At 
firfl:  they  imagined  the  drinking  ftrong  liquors  would 
diffufe  a  heat  through  the  body,  and,  confequently, 
render  it  lefs  fenfible  of  the  painful  ftiarpnefs  of  the 
cold ;  but  to  their  furprife,  they  felt  no  manner  of 
ftrength  in  fuch  liquors :  nor  were  they  any  greater 
prefervacive  againft  the  cold  than  the  common  water. 

At  the  fame  time  they  found  it  impoffible  to  keep 
the  Indians  together.  On  their  firfl:  feeling  of  the 
climate,  their  thoughts  were  immediately  turned  on 
deferting  their  mafters.  The  firfl:  infliance  they  had 
of  this  kind  was  fo  unexpefted,  that  had  not  one  of  a 
better  difpofition  than  the  reft  ftaid  and  acquainted 
them  of  their  defign^  it  might  have  proved  of  very 
bad  conferquence.  The  affair  was  this  :  there  being 
on  the  top  of  the  rock  no  room  for  pitching  a  tent  for 
the  Indians,  they  ufed  every  evening  to  retire  to  a 
cave  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain ;  where,  befide  a 
natural  diminution  of  the  cold,  they  could  keep  a 
continual  fire  •,  and,  confequently,  enjoyed  more 
comfortable  quarters  than  their  mafters.  Before  they 
withdrew  at  night,  they  faftened  on  the  outfide,  the 
door  of  the  hut,  Vvhich  was  fo  low  that  it  was  impof- 
2  fiblc 
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the  whole  country  through  which  the  road  lies  is  en* 
tirely  wafte,  part  of  it  being  overflowed  by  the  tides^ 
and  the  other  part  dead  fands,  which  refledt  the  rays 
of  the  lun  fo  intenfely,  as  to  render  it  neceffary  in  ge- 
neral to  perform  this  journey  in  the  night ;  for  travel- 
ling feven  leagues  thither,  and  as  many  back^  with-^ 
out  ejther  water  or  fodder,  is  much  too  laborious  for 
the  mules  to  undergo  in  the  day-time. 

Near  Tumbez  is  a  river  of  the  fame  name^  which 
difcharges  itfelf  into  the  bay  of  Guiaquil,  almoft  op« 
pofice  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Clare.  Barks,  boats,  balzas, 
and  (;anoes  may  go  up  and  down  this  river,  it  being 
three  fathoms  deep,  and  twenty-five  broad  ^  but  it  is 
dangerous  to  go  up  it  in  the  winter  feafon,  the  impe- 
tuouty  of  its  current  being  then  increafed  by  torrents 
from  the  mountains.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
Cordillera,  on  one  fide  of  the  banks  of  the  river^ 
ftands  the  little  town  of  Tumbez,  in  a  very  fandy 
plain,  interfperfcd  with  fome  eminences.  The  whole 
country,  fi^m  the  town  of  Tumbez  to  Lima,  con* 
t^ned  between  the  foot  of  the  Cordillera  and  the  fea, 
is  known  by  the  name  of  Valles. 

Tumbez  was  the  place  where,  in  the  year  1526,  the 
Spaniards  firft  landed  in  thele  parts  of  South- America, 
under  the  command  of  Don  Francifco  Pizarro^ 

Along  the  delightful  banks  of  the  river,  fo  far  as 
the  water  is  conveyed,  maize,  and  all  other  fruits 
and  vegetables  that  are  natives  of  a  hot  climate,  are 

Sroduced  in  the  greateft  plenty ;  and  in  the  more 
iftant  parts,  which  are  dcftitute  of  this  advantage^ 
grows  a  kind  of  leguminous  tree,  called  algarrobale^ 
producing  a  bean,  which  ferves  as  food  for  all  kinds 
of  cattle. 

The  journey  from  Tumbez  to  Piura  was  perform- 
ed in  54  hours,  exclufive  of  thofe  when  they  rcfted ; 
{o  that  the  mules,  which  always  travel  one  conftanc 
pace,  go  fomething  above  a  league  an  hour.  To  the 
town  of  Amotape,  the  only  inhabited  place  in  the 
ivhole  road,  is  torty-eight  leagues.    The  remali\v\% 
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finifhed  the  obfervations  which  particularly  concerned 
Pichincha,  they  proceeded  to  others  rbut  with  no 
abatement  either  of  inconveniencics,  cold,  or  fatigue : 
for  the  places  where  they  made  their  obfervations 
being  ncceflarily  on  the  Wgheft  parts  of  the  defarts ; 
the  only  refpite  in  which  they  enjoyed  fome  little  cafe, 
was  during  the  (hort  interval  of  paffing  from  one  to 
the  other. 

In  all  their  ftations  fubfequent  to  that  on  Pichincha, 
during  their  fatiguing  menfuration  of  the  degrees  of 
the  meridian,  each  company  lodged  in  a  field-tent, 
which,  though  fmall,   they  found  lefs  inconvenient 
than  the  hut  on  Pichincha ;  though  at  the  fame  time 
they  had  more  trouble,  being  oftcner  obliged  to  clear 
it  from  the  fnow^  as  the  weight  of  it  would  otherwife 
have  demolifhed  the  tent.      At  firft,   indeed,  tliey 
pitched  it  in  the  moft  Iheltered  places  -,  but  on  tak- 
ing a  refolution  that  the  tents  themfelves  Ihould  ferve 
for  fignals,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  of  havino" 
others  of  wood,  they  removed  them  to  a  more  ex- 
pofed  fituation,  where  the  impetucfity  of  the  winds 
fometimes  tore  up  the  piquets,  and  blew  them  down. 
From  what  has  been  obferved,  it  will  follow,  that, 
in  order  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  the  happy  tem- 
perature of  the  air  at  Quito,  experience  mult  corrcft 
the  errors  which  would  arife  from  mere  fpeculation : 
as  without  that  unerring  guide,  or  the  information  of 
hiftory,  who  would  imagine,  that  in  the  centre  of  the 
torrid  zone,  or  rather  under  the  equinodial,  not  only 
the  heat  is  very  tolerable,  but  even,  in  fome  parts,  the 
cold  painful  ?  and  that  others  enjoy  all  the  delights 
and  advantages  of  a  perpetual  fpring,  their  fields  be- 
ing always  covered  with  verdure,  and  enamelled  with 
flowers  of  the  moft  lively  colours  ?    The  mildnefs  of 
the  climate,  free  frofi^  the  extremes  of  cold  and  heat, 
and  the  conftant  eouality  of  the  nights  and  days,  ren- 
der a  country,  which  vva^  anciently  concluded  to  be 
uninhabitable,  pleall.nt  and  fertile^    Nature  has  here 
fcattcrcd  her  bkfljiigs  with  fo  liberal  a  hand,   that 
4  this 
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great  advantage  to  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the  adja- 
cent country,  the  foil  of  which  is  fandy^  and  therefore 
eafier  penetrated  by  the  water ;  and  being  level,  the 
water  is  conveyed  to  different  parts  by  canals :  but  in 
the  fummer  the  river  is  abfolutely  dellitute  of  water, 
the  little  which  defcends  from  the  mountains  being 
abforbed  before  it  reaches  the  city ;  fo  that  the  inha- 
bitants have  no  other  method  of  procuring  water,  but 
by  digging  wells  in  the  bed  of  the  river. 

On  the  2 1  ft  our  artifts  continued  their  journey,  and 
next  day  reached  the  town  of  Sechura,  ten  leagues 
diftant  from  Piura.  The  whole  country  between  thefe 
two  places  is  a  Itvel  fandy  defart,  and  greatly  fatiguing 
to  the  mules. 

The  town  of  Sechura  is  the  laft  in  the  jurifdidtion  of 
Piura ;  and  its  inhabitants  not  only  refufe  to  furniih 
paflengers  with  mules,  but  alfo  will  not  fuflfer  any 
perfbn,  of  whatever  rank,  to  continue  his  journey, 
without  producing  the  corregidor's  paflport.  The  in- 
tention of  this  ftridlnefs  is  to  fupprefs  all  abufes  in 
trade ;  for  there  being  betide  this  road  which  leads  to 
the  defart,  only  one  called  the  Rodeo,  one  of  them' 
muft  be  taken ;  if  that  of  the  defart,  mules  muft  be 
hired  at  Sechura  to  carry  water  for  the  ufe  of  the  load* 
ed  mules  when  they  have  performed  half  their  jour- 
ney. 

On  the  24th  they  left  Sechura,  and  eroded  the  de- 
fart, making  only  fome  (hort  ftops  for  the  eafe  of  their 
beafts,  arriving  the  next  day  at  five  in  the  evening  at 
the  town  of  Monope,  twenty-eight  or  thirty  leagues 
diftant  from  Sechura,  though  falfely  computed  more 
by  the  natives.  The  extent  and  uniform  afped  of 
this  plain,  together  with  the  continual  motion  of  the 
(and,  which  foon  effaces  all  tracks,  often  bewilders  the  . 
moft  experienced  guides,  who  however  fhew  their 
Ikill  in  foon  recovermg  the  right  way  ;  for  which  they 
make  ufe  of  two  expedients  :  the  firft  is  to  obierve  to 
keep  the  wind  direftly  in  their  faces,  and  the  reverfc 
at  their  return  5  for  the  fouth  winds  bcvti%  c«c&wx 
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tains,  rifing  grounds,  plains,  valleys,  and  breaches ; 
and  the  temperature  being  different  in  each  of  theie, 
the  times  for  performing  the  feveral  operatipns  of  huf- 
bandry  muft  alfo  differ.  Nor  is  this  any  contradidlion 
to  what  has  before  been  advanced,  reladve  to  this  fruit- 
ful and  fortunate  country. 

Mod  of  the  villages  on  the  (ides  of  the  mountains 
are  built  with  very  little  regularity ;  the  principal  part 
of  them  is  the  church  and  parfonage,  which  they  call 
the  convent,  from  the  priefts  being  all  formerly  reli- 
gious. Thefe  (Vru6lures  have  fome  appearance  of  de- 
cency, but  the  other  parts  of  the  village  coniift  of  a 
"number  of  huts,  with  mud  walls,  fcattered  all  over 
the  country. 

While  the  Spanifli  artifts  were  employed  in  meafur- 
ing  an  arch  of  the  meridian  in  the  provinte  of  Quito> 
they  received  a  letter  from  the  vice-roy  of  Peru,  or- 
dering them  to  repair  immediately  to  Lima,  where 
their  afliftance  was  thought  neceflary,  in  order  to  de- 
feat any  defigns  of  the  Englifh,  who  were  expedted  to 
appear  foon  in  the  South  feas. 

They  readily  obeyed  the  order  of  the  vice-roy,  and 
having  furniflied  themfelves  with  neceflaries  at  Quito, 
fet  out  from  that  city  on  the  30th  of  Oftober,  and  de- 
termined to  go  by  Guaranda  and  Guiaquil ;  for  though 
there  is  a  road  by  land  through  Cuenca  and  Loja,  yet 
the  other  feemcd  the  moil  expeditious,  as  the  ways  are 
neither  fo  bad,  nor  mules  and  other  beafts  of  carriage 
fo  difficult  to  be  met  with. 

They  reached  the  Salto  on  the  7  th  at  night.  It  is 
a  place  which  ferves  as  a  kind  of  harbour  for  boats 
and  fmall  veflels,  and  is  fituated  at  the  head  of  fome 
creeks,  or  arms  of  the  lea,  between  fourteen  and  fix- 
teen  leagues  from  the  coaft,  but  entirely  deftitute  of 
inhabitants,  no  frelh  water  being  found  in  any  part 
of  the  adjacent  country,  fo  that  it  only  ferves  for  land- 
ing goods  configned  to  Tumbez. 

On  the  9th  in  the  morning  they  reached  the  town 
of  Tumbez,  fituated  fcven  leagues  from  the  Salto; 

the 
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ib  much  as  one  (lory.     The  corrcgidor  of  the  whole 
department  rc(ides  in  this  city. 

In  this  climate  there  is  a  f.nfible  difference  between 
winter  and  fummer,  the  former  being  attended  with 
cold,  and  the  latter  with  exceffive  heat.  The  country 
of  this  whole  valley  is  extremely  fruitfiil,  fo  that  the 
inhabitants  enjoy  not  only  a  plenty  of  all  kinds  of 
provifions,  but  alfo  make  confiderable  exports  to  Pa- 
nama, efpecially  of  wheat  and  fugars.  About  a  league 
from  the  city  is  a  river,  whofe  waters  arecondufted  by 
various  canals  through  this  delightful  country.  They 
forded  it  on  the  4th  when  they  left  Truxillo ;  and  on 
the  5th,  after  pafling  through  Moche,  came  to  Biru, 
ten  leagues  fit>m  Truxillo. 

On  the  6th  they  halted  in  a  defart  place  called 
Tambo  de  Chao,  and  afterward  came  to  the  banks  of 
the  river  Santa ;  which  having  pafled  by  means  of  the 
Chimbadores,  they  entered  the  town  of  the  fame 
name,  which  lies  at  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  it, 
and  fifteen  from  Biru  -,  the  road  being  chiefly  over  vaft 
iandy  plains,  intercepted  between  two  hills. 

The  river  Santa,  at  the  place  where  it  is  ufually 
forded,  is  near  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  breadth,  form- 
ing five  principal  ftreams,  which  rOn  during  the  whole 
year  with  great  rapidity.  It  is  always  forded,  and  for 
this  purpofe  perfons  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  attend 
with  very  high  horfes,  trained  up  to  ftem  the  current, 
which  is  very  ftrong.  They  are  called  Chimbadores ; 
and  muft  have  an  cxadl  knowledge  of  the  ford,  in  or- 
der to  guide  the  loaded  mules  in  their  paflTage,  as 
otherwife  the  fording  this  river  would  be  fcarce  prafti- 
cable,  the  floods  often  fhifting  the  beds  of  the  river, 
fo  that  even  the  Chimbadores  themfelves  are  not  al- 
ways fafe. 

Leaving  this  town  on  the  8th,  they  proceeded  on 
their  journey,  and  pafled  through  fcveral  places  of  no 
confiderable  note;  and  without  meeting  with  any 
thing  worth  remarking,  until  they  had  at  length  the 
plcafure  of  entering  the  city  of  Lima. 
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part  is  one  continued  defart.  The  mules  are  allowed 
two  or  three  hours  reft,  when  they  feem  quite  fpent^ 
or  at  places  where  water  is  near. 

The  town  of  Amotape,  which  ftands  in  4  dcg.  51 
min,  43  fee,  fouth  latitude,  is  an  appendix  to  the  pa- 
rifti  of  Tumbezj  belonging  to  its  lieutenancy,  and  in 
the  jurifdiftion  of  Piura.  The  houfea  are  about  thirty 
in  number,  and  compofed  of  the  fame  materials  with 
thofe  of  Tumbez ;  but  the  inhabitants  arc  only  In- 
dians and  Meftizos.  A  quarter  of  a  league  from  it  is 
a  river  of  the  fame  name,  and  whofc  waters  are  of 
fuch  prodigious  ufe  to  the  country,  that  it  is  every 
where  cultivated,  and  divided  into  fields,  producing 
plenty  of  the  feveral  grains,  excellent  vegetables 
and  fruits,  natural  to  a  hot  climate,  but  like  Tum- 
bez is  infcfted  with  n[iofchitos*  This  river  in  fum- 
mer  may  be  forded,  but  in  winter,  when  the  tor- 
rents defcend  from  the  mountains,  it  muft  be  crofleJ 
in  a  balza. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  the  difficulties  of  travel- 
ling this  road  may  be  conceived.  Befides,  as  far  as 
Amotape,  not  only  all  kinds  of  provifions  muft  be 
carried,  but  even  water,  and  the  requifites  for  kind- 
ling a  fire,  unlefs  your  provifions  confifts  of  cold  meat. 
In  this  laft  ftage  is  a  mine  of  cope,  a  kind  of  mineral 
tar,  great  quantities  of  which,  for  its  cheapnefs,  are 
carried  to  Callas,  an  J  other  parts,  being  ufed  in  Ihips 
inftead  of  naphtha,  but  has  the  ill  quality  of  burning 
the  cordage. 

The  city  of  Piura,  which  is  at  prefent  the  capital 
of  its  jurifdiftion,  wns  the  firft  Spanifti  fcttlement  in 
Peru.  It  was  founded  in  the  year  1531,  by  Don 
Francifco  Pizarro,  who  alfo  built  the  firft  church  in 
it.  The  latitude  of  it  is  5  deg.  1 1  mih.  i  fee.  foutlu 
The  houfes  are  cither  of  bricks  dried  in  the  fun,  or  a. 
kind  of  reeds  called  quinchas,  and  few  of  them  have 
any  ftory.  Here  the  corregidor  refides,  whofe  jurif- 
didtion  extends  in  one  fide  along  the  Valles,  and  on 
the  other  among  the  mountains.    It  has  a  river  of 

great 
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great  advantage  to  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the  adja- 
cent country,  the  foil  of  which  is  fandy,  and  therefore 
eafier  penetrated  by  the  water  -,  and  being  level,  the 
water  is  conveyed  to  different  parts  by  canals :  but  in 
the  fummer  the  river  is  abfolutely  dellitute  of  water, 
the  little  which  defcends  from  the  mountains  being 
abforbed  before  it  reaches  the  city ;  fo  that  the  inha- 
bitants have  no  other  method  of  procuring  water,  but 
by  digging  wells  in  the  bed  of  the  riven 

On  the  2ifl:  our  artifts  continued  their  journey,  and 
next  day  reached  the  town  of  Sechura,  ten  leagues 
diftant  from  Piura.  The  whole  country  between  thefe 
two  places  is  a  level  fandy  defart,  and  greatly  fatiguing 
to  the  mules. 

The  town  of  Sechura  is  the  laft  in  the  jurifdidtion  of 
Piura ;  and  its  inhabitants  not  only  refufe  to  furniih 
paflengers  with  mules,  but  alfo  will  not  fuffer  any 
pcrfon,  of  whatever  rank,  to  continue  his  journey, 
without  producing  the  corregidor*s  paffport.  The  in- 
tention of  this  ftridlnefs  is  to  fupprefs  all  abufes  in 
trade ;  for  there  being  betide  this  road  which  leads  to 
the  defart,  only  one  called  the  Rodeo,  one  of  them 
muft  be  taken ;  if  that  of  the  defart,  mules  muft  be 
hired  at  Sechura  to  carry  water  for  the  ufe  of  the  load* 
ed  mules  when  they  have  performed  half  their  jour- 
ney. 

On  the  24th  they  left  Sechura,  and  crofled  the  de- 
fart, making  only  fome  (hort  flops  for  the  eafe  of  their 
beads,  arriving  the  next  day  at  five  in  the  evening  at 
the  town  of  Monope,  twenty-eight  or  thirty  leagues 
diftant  from  Sechura,  though  falfely  computed  more 
by  the  natives.  The  extent  and  uniform  afped  of 
this  plain,  together  with  the  continual  motion  of  the 
£uid,  which  foon  effaces  all  tracks,  often  bewilders  the  , 
moft  experienced  guides,  who  however  fhew  their 
fkill  in  foon  recovcrmg  the  right  way  ;  for  which  they 
make  ufe  of  two  expedients  :  the  firfl  is  to  obferve  to 
keep  the  wind  direftly  in  their  faces,  and  the  reverfc 
at  tneir  return  s  for  the  fouth  winds  being  conflant 

H  h  3  VKifc^ 
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kinds  of  grain,  and  a  prodigious  variety  of 
Here  induftry  and  art  fupply  that  moifture  which  the 
clouds  feem  to  with-hold ;  and  the  foil  is  by  this  means 
rendered  remarkably  fruitful,  amidft  a  contmual 
drought. 

One  of  the  principal  cares  of  the  incas,  was  the 
cutting  and  difpoHng,  in  the  mod  advantageous  man- 
ner, trenches  or  fmall  canals,  in  order  to  conduft  the 
waters  of  the  rivers  to  nourifh  every  part,  and  render 
large  fields  capable  of  producing  grain.  The  Spa* 
niarciS  finding  thele  ufeful  works  ready  executed  to 
their  hands,  took  care  to  keep  them  in  the  fame  order ; 
and  by  thefe  are  watered  the  fpacious  fields  of  wheat 
and  barley,  large  meadows,  plantations  of  fugar- 
canes,  and  olive-trees,  vineyards  and  gardens  of  all 
kinds ;  all  yielding  uncommon  plenty.  Lima  ddfiers 
from  Quito,  where  the  fruits  of  the  year  have  no  de- 
termined feafons  ;  but  here  the  harvefts  are  gathered 
in,  and  the  trees  drop  their  leaves,  according  to  their 
refpeftive  natures. 

The  country  contiguous  to  the  city  is  covered  with 
gardens,  producing  all  the  herbs  and  fruits  known  in 
Spain,  and  of  the  lame  goodnefs  and  beauty,  befidcs 
thofe  common  to  America.  The  foil  is  ftony  and 
fandy.  The  arable  lands  have  a  ftratum  of  about  a 
foot  or  two  of  earth,  but  below  that  the  whole  confifts 
entirely  of  ftones.  From  this  circumftance,  the  fimi- 
larity  of  all  the  neighbouring  waftes,  and  the  bottom 
of  the  lea,  this  whole  fpace  may  be  concluded  to  have 
been  formerly  covered  by  the  ocean,  to  the  diftance 
of  three  or  four  leagues,  or  even  farther,  beyond 
its  prefent  limits. 

1  he  rocks  in  the  moft  inland  part  of  the  bay  are 
perforated,  and  fmoothed  like  thofe  waflied  by  the 
waves  J  a  fufiicient  proof  that  the  fea  formed  thofe 
large  cavities,  and  undermined  fuch  prodigious  mafles 
as  lie  on  the  ground  by  its  continual  elilions ;  and  it 
fec.'Tis  natural  to  think  that  the  like  muft  have  hap- 
pened in  the  country  contiguous  to  Lima,  and  thac 
I  tin 
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the  parts,  confiding  of  pebbles  like  thofe  at  the  bot^ 
torn  of  the  adjacent  fea,  were  formerly  covered  by  the 
water. 

Another  fingularity  in  this  arid  country,  is  the 
abundance  of  fprings,  water  being  found  every  where 
with  Ihde  labour,  by  digging  only  about  four  or  five 
feet  below  the  furface. 

The  lands  in  the  jurifdiftion  of  Chancay,  like  the 
other  parts  of  the  coafts  of  Peru,  are  manured  with 
the  dung  of  certain  fea-birds,  which  abound  here  in  a 
very  extraordinary  manner.  Thefe  they  call  Guanoes* 
and  the  dung  Guano,  the  Indian  name  for  excre-* 
ment  in  general.  Thefe  birds,  after  (pending  the 
whole  day  in  catching  their  food  in  the  lea,  repair  at 
Aight  to  reft  on  the  iflands  near  the  coaft ;  and  their 
number  being  fo  great  as  entirely  to  cover  the 
ground,  they  leave  a  proportionable  quantity  of  ex« 
crement  or  dung ;  this  is  dried  by  the  heat  of  the  fun 
into  a  cruft,  and  is  daily  incrcafing,  fo  that  notwith* 
ftanding  great  quantities  are  taken  away,  it  is  never 
exhaufted.  This  is  the  manure  ufed  in  the  fields  fow^ 
ed  with  maize,  and  with  proper  watering  is  found 
greatly  to  fenilize  the  foil,  a  little  of  it  being  put  doie 
to  every  ftem,  and  immediately  watered.  It  is  alfo  of 
ufe  in  fields  of  other  grain^  except  wheat  and  barley^ 
and  confequently  prodigious  quantities  of  it  yearly 
ufed  in  agriculture. 

One  aftoni(hing  particular  in  the  walls  of  this  town, 
and  in  all  other  neighbouring  valleys,  is,  that  though- 
built  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  without  any  founda- 
tion, they  have  withftood  thofe  violent  earthquakes 
which  overthrew  the  more  folid  buildings  of  Lima,, 
and  other  large  towns  erected  in  the  Spanilh  manner  ^ 
having  received  no  other  damage  than  what  naturally 
refults  from  being  forfaken,  or  what  the  drivers  have 
done,  who  make  it  a  refting-place  for  their  cattle  in 
their  road  to  Lima. 

During  our  artifts  ftay  at  Lima,  they  laboured  in- 
ceflantly  to  put  the  country  in  the  bell  pofturc  of  de« 
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From  the  diftances  carefully  fet  down  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  this  journey,  it  appears,  that  from 
Tumbcz  to  Piura  is  62  leagues  •,  from  Piura  to  Trux- 
illo  89,  and  from  Truxillo  to  Lima  11^ ;  in  all  264 
leagues.  The  greateft  part  of  this  long  journey  is  ge- 
nerally performed  by  night  -,  for  the  whole  country 
being  one  continued  fand,  the  refleftion  of  the  fun's 
rays  is  fo  violent,  that  were  they  to  travel  by  day,  the 
mules  would  be  overcome  by  the  heat,  want  of  water, 
and  herbage. 

The  city  of  Lima  is  fituated  in  the  fpacious  and  de* 
lightful  valley  of  Rimac,  an  Indian  word,  and  the 
true  name  of  the  city  itfelf,  from  a  corrupt  pronun- 
ciation of  which  word  the  Spaniards  have  derived 
Lima.  Rimac  is  the  name  by  which  both  the  valley 
and  the  river  are  ftill  called.  This  appellation  is  de- 
rived from  an  idol  to  which  the  native  Indians  ufed  to 
offer  facrifice ;  as  did  alfo  the  incas,  after  they  had  ex- 
tended their  empire  hither :  and  as  it  was  fuppofcd  to 
return  anfwers  to  the  prayers  addrefled  to  it,  they  called 
it  by  way  of  diftinftion  Rimac,  or,  he  who  fpeaks, 
Lima,  according  to  fcveral  obfervations  made  by  our 
artifts  for  that  purpofe,  ftands  in  the  latitude  of  1  z 
deg.  2  min.  3  fee.  fouth  5  and  its  longitude  is  60  deg, 
32  min.  58  fee.  weft,  from  the  meridian  of  Teneriffe. 

Its  fituation  is  one  of  the  moft  advantageous  that 
can  be  imagined ;  for  being  in  the  centre  of  that  fpa- 
cious valley,  it  commands  the  whole  without  any 
difficulty.  Northward,  though  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance,  is  the  Cordillera,  or  chain  of  the  Andes ;  from 
whence  fome  hills  projeft  into  the  valley,  the  neareft: 
of  which  to  the  city  are  thofe  of  St.  Chriftopher  and 
Amancaes. 

The  river,  which  is  of  the  fame  name,  waflies  the 
walls  of  Lima,  and  when  not  increafed  by  the  torrents 
from  the  mountains  is  eafily  forded ;  but  at  other 
times,  befide  the  increafe  of  its  breadth,  its  depth  and 
rapidity  render  fording  impoffible :  accordingly  a  very 

elegant  and  fp4ciou$  (tone  bridge  is  built  over  it, 

having 
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Befide  th^  congrefles  held  with  thcfe  Indians,  for 
concluding  a  treaty  of  peace,  others  are  held  6t| 
(he  arriv^  of  a  new  prefident,  and  (he  fame  (rercnio- 
nies  obfervcd  in  both. 

On  theie  occafions  a  kind  of  fair  is  hel4  at  both . 
camps,  great  numbers  of  Spaniards  repairing  thither 
with  fucn  goods  as  they  know  willpleale  the  Indians  i 
who  alfo  come  with  their  ponchos  and  cattle.  Both 
parties  deal  by  exchange,  and  never  fai}  feUing  their 
whole  (locks  i  or  of  ooferving  in  their  dealings  the 
molt  exad  candour  and  re^ukrity,.  as  a  ft)ecimen  iri 
which  ^U  future  commerce  is  to  be  conduftcd. 

Soon  after  our  artifts  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Coneep?' 
tion,  they  joined  the  Efperanza,  a  Spanifli  n)^  of 
war,  commanded  by  Don  Pedro  Mendinueta,  who 
had  found  means  to  double  Cape  Horn,  and  reach  the 
bay  of  Conception.  In  a  few  days  they  received  adv 
vice  that  Don  Jofeph  Pizarro  was  arrived  over  hh4 
from  Buenos  Ayres,  ^nd  intended  to  hoift  his  flag  on 
board  the  Efperanza.  On  which  they  failed  for  Vsl-- 
paraifo,  where  the  commodore  came  on  board,  and 
took  upon  him  the  command  of  the  fquadrop.  In 
this  port  they  found  three  French  (hips,  called  the 
X^ouis  Er^fme,  Notredame  de  la  Deliverance,  and  th« 
Lys,  which  had  been  freighted  as  regifter-fhips,  and 
touchjed  at  Valparaifo  to  vend  their  cargoes. 

I'he  whole  flept  now  failed  for  the  ifland  of  Juaa 
Fernandcs,  and  thence  to  Callao,  where  they  arrived 
on  the  ^4th  of  June. 

Our  artifts  now  rppaired  once  more  to  Quito,  where 
they  finiflied  their  obfervations,  and  then  returned  to 
J_ima,  in  order  to  procure  a  paflage  from  thence  to 
Spain.  They  found  at  Callao  two  of  the  French  fhips 
above-mentioned,  namely  the  Deliverance  and  fhe 
Lys,  preparing  for  a  voyage  to  Europe.  This  wj$ 
an  opportiinity  not  to  be  omitted;  and  accordingly 
Don  George  Juan  embarked  in  the  latter,  and  Dpij 
Antonio  de  UJloa  in  the  former. 

Vol.  I.  Ji*  Thtf- 
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They  left  the  port  of  Callao  on  the  22 d  of  Oftotcr, 
and  on  the  22d  of  November  joined  the  Louis  Erafmc, 
which  with  another  French  reglfter-fhip,  called  the 
Marquis  d'Antin,  had  waited  for  them  in  the  bay  of 
Conception.  Their  little  fquadron  being  thus  form- 
ed^ they  left  the  bay,  but  the  next  day  the  Lys 
fprung  a  leak,  and  was  obliged  to  return.  The  reft 
of  the  fquadron  had  the  good  fortune  to  double  Cape 
Horn,  without  meeting  with  thofc  terrible  ftorms  fo 
frequent  near  that  Cape. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  May  1 744,  they  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  road  of  Ferdinando  de  Narona,  an  ifland  on  the 
coaft  of  Brazil,  belonging  to  the  Portuguefe.     Here 
they  refitted  their  crazy  fhips,  and  took  on  board  a 
frefti  fupply  of  provifions,  wood  and  water.     On  the 
loth  of  June,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  they  again  got 
under  fail,  and  continued  their  courfe  to  the  north- 
ward, comforting  themlelves  that  now  the  whole  dan- 
;er  of  their  voyage  was  over.     But  on  the  21ft  of 
fuly,  about  fix  in  the  morning,  being  then  in  43  deg. 
^'j  min.  north  latitude,  and  39  deg.  44  min.  caft  of 
the  meridian  of  Conception,  they  difcovered  two  fill 
within  three  leagues  of  them,  bearing  E.  N,  E.    At 
fevcn  in  the  morning,  when  being  within  little  more 
than  cannon-fhot  of  each  other,  the  largcft  of  the 
two  fired  a  (hot,  and  at  the  fame  time  both  hoifted 
Englifa  colours :   the  French  frigates  alfo  formed  a 
line,  though  little  in  a  condition  for  fighting ;  tor  bc- 
fide  being  weakly  manned,  and  the  want  ot  arms  and 
amn:unition,    they  had  no  nettings  for  lecuring  the 
men. 

The  force  of  the  three  French  frigates  was  this: 
the  Louis  Erafme  carried  twenty  guns,  and  had  be- 
tween leventy  and  eighty  perfons  on  board,  leaaaen, 
paflengers  and  boys ;  the  Marquis  d'Antiti  alfi)  car* 
ried  ten  guns  on  a  fide,  and  had  aboard  fifejr^'fivtf  |M^ 
fons ;  La  Deliverance  was  llill  fmalldr  tttt^^Wj 
two,  haviijg  only  feven  on  a  fide,  iiiUlci 
aboard  did  not  exceed  fifty  men.    '  ^'^'* 
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The  enemy,  who  afterward  proved  to  be  priva- 
teers, were  confiderably  fuperior  in  force.  The  largeft 
of  them,  called  the  Prince  Frederick,  commanded 
by  captain  James  Talbot,  carried  thirty-fix  guns ;  the 
name  of  the  fmalleft  privateer  was  the  Duke,  captain 
Morecock ;  fhe  had  ten  guns  on  a  fide,  befide  pate- 
reroes  on  both,  which  did  great  execution  in  .the  rig- 
ging. At  length,  about  half  an  hour  after  ten,  the 
Marquis  d'Antin,  which  was  in  the  rear,  ftruck 
to  the  largeft  of  the  enemy,  with  which  fhe  was  en- 
gaged, after  lofing  her  captain :  having  received  lb 
many  fliot  betwixt  wind  and  water,  that  (he  was  on 
the  point  of  finking. 

The  captain  of  the  Deliverance,  which  was  the 
headmoft  fhip,  feeing  one  of  her  company  taken,  pru- 
dently crouded  fail,  that  while  the  enemy's  fhips  were 
taken  up  with  the  prize,  he  might  efcape  from  them. 
Louis  Erafme  could  not  hefitate  to  follow  her  ex- 
ample ;  but  the  largeft  of  the  Englifh  privateers  was 
not  long  in  coming  up  with  her,  and  by  the  fupcrio- 
rity  of  her  force,  and  the  vigour  with  which  it  was 
exerted,  foon  laid  her  under  a  neceffity  of  furrcnder- 
ing.  The  two  privateers  being  taken  up  each  with 
her  prize,  and  the  fouth-eaft  wind  frefliening,  favour- 
ed the  efcape  of  the  Deliverance,  which  flood  N.  E. 
and  at  four  in  the  evening  got  quite  out  of  fight  both 
of  the  privateers  and  prizes. 

The  captain  of  the  Deliverance,  after  this,  in  all 
appearance,  fortunate  efcape,  confulted  with  his  of- 
ficers what  courfe  was  moft  advifeable  to  fteer. 
Among  them  was  one  who  had  often  been  at  Louif- 
boui^  in  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  near  Newfound- 
land, and  had  a  perfe£b  knowledge  of  the  fituation 
and  nature  of  the-  place.  He  likewife  informed  the 
captain,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  furnmer  two 
men  of  war  were  every  year  fenc  thither,  to  carry  mo* 
ney  and  troops  ibr  that  place  and  Canada ;  and  like- 
wvk  CO  imitcft  thf^  cpd-fiihfrry.  Thcfe  realbns,  and 
^     -^  ^us  than  that  coward 

the 
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They  left  the  port  of  Callao  on  the  2 2d  of  Oddber, 
and  on  the  2  2d  of  November  joined  the  Louis  Erafme, 
which  with  another  French  regifter-fliip,  called  the 
Marquis  d*Antin,  had  waited  for  them  in  the  bay  of 
Conception.  Their  little  fquadron  being  thus  form- 
ed, they  left  the  bay;  but  the  next  day  the  Lys 
fprung  a  leak,  and  was  obliged  to  return.  The  reft 
of  the  fquadron  had  the  good  fortune  to  double  Cape 
Horn,  without  meeting  with  thofc  terrible  ftorms  fo 
frequent  near  that  Cape. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  May  1 744,  they  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  road  of  Ferdinando  de  Narona,  an  ifland  on  the 
coaft  of  Brazil,  belonging  to  the  Portuguefe.    Here 
they  refitted  their  crazy  fhips,  and  took  on  board  a 
freui  fupply  of  provijions,  wood  and  water.     On  the 
loth  of  June,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  they  again  got 
under  fail,  and  continued  their  courfe  to  the  north- 
ward, comforting  themfelves  that  now  the  whole  dan- 
ger of  their  voyage  was  over.     But  on  the  21ft  of 
July,  about  fix  in  the  morning,  being  then  in  43  deg. 
^^  min.  north  latitude,  and  39  deg,  44  min.  caft  of 
the  meridian  of  Conception,  they  difcovered  two  fail 
within  three  leagues  of  them,  bearing  E.  N.  E.    At 
feven  in  the  morning,  when  being  within  little  more 
than  cannon-fhot  of  each  other,  the  largcft  of  the 
two  fired  a  fhot,  and  at  the  fame  time  both  hoifted 
Englifli  colours :  the  French  frigates  alfo  formed  a 
line,  though  little  in  a  condition  for  fighting ;  for  bc- 
fide  being  weakly  manned,  and  the  want  ot  arms  and 
ammunition,   they  had  no  nettings  for  fecuring  the 
men. 

The  force  of  the  three  French  frigates  was  this: 
the  Louis  Erafme  carried  twenty  guns,  and  had  be- 
tween leventy  and  eighty  perfons  on  board,  feamen, 
paflengers  and  boys ;  the  Marquis  d'Antin  aMb  car- 
ried ten  guns  on  a  fide,  and  had  aboard  fifty-five  per- 
fons ;  La  Deliverance  was  ftill  fmaller  than  the  other 
two,  haviijg  only  feven  on  a  fide,  and  all  the  perfons 
aboard  did  not  exceed  fifty  men. 

The 
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The  enemy,  who  afterward  proved  to  be  priva- 
teers, were  confiderably  fupcrior  in  force.  The  largcft 
of  them,  called  the  Prince  Frederick,  commanded 
by  captain  James  Talbot,  carried  thirty-fix  guns;  the 
name  of  the  fmalleft  privateer  was  the  Duke,  captain 
Morecock ;  (he  had  ten  guns  on  a  fide,  beiide  pate- 
reroes  on  both,  which  did  great  execution  in  ihe  rig- 
ging. At  length,  about  half  an  hour  after  ten,  the 
Marquis  d'Antin,  which  was  in  the  rear,  ftruck 
to  the  largeft  of  the  enemy,  with  which  fhe  was  en- 
gaged, after  lofing  her  captain  :  having  received  (6 
many  (hot  betwixt  wind  and  water,  that  (he  was  on 
the  point  of  finking. 

The  captain  or  the  Deliverance,  which  was  the 
headmoft  (hip,  feeing  one  of  her  company  taken,  pru- 
dently crouded  fail,  that  while  the  enemy's  (hips  were 
taken  up  with  the  prize,  he  might  efcape  from  them. 
Louis  Erafme  could  not  hefitate  to  follow  her  ex- 
ample ;  but  the  largeft  of  the  Engli(h  privateers  was 
not  long  in  coming  up  with  her,  and  by  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  her  force,  and  the  vigour  with  which  it  was 
exerted,  foon  laid  her  under  a  neceffity  of  furrender- 
ing.  The  two  privateers  being  taken  up  each  with 
her  prize,  and  the  fouth-eaft  wind  fre(hening,  favour- 
ed the  efcape  of  the  Deliverance,  which  ftood  N.  E. 
and  at  foui;  in  the  evening  got  quite  out  of  fight  both 
of  the  privateers  and  prizes. 

The  captain  of  the  Deliverance,  after  this,  in  all 
appearance,  fortunate  efcape,  confulted  with  his  of- 
ficers what  courfe  was  moft  advifeable  to  fteer. 
Among  them  was  one  who  had  often  been  at  Loui(^ 
bourg  in  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  near  Newfound- 
land, and  had  a  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  fituation 
and  nature  of  the-  place.  He  likewife  informed  the 
captain,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  furnmer  two 
men  of  war  were  every  year  fent  thither,  to  carry  mo- 
ney and  troops  for  that  place  and  Canada ;  and  like- 
wife  to  proteft  the  cod-fifhery.  Thcfe  rea(bns,  and 
diis  courfe  appearing  Icfs  dangerous  than  that  toward 

lis  the 


482        DON  ULLOA's  VOYAGE 

They  left  the  port  of  Callao  on  the  2 2d  of  Oftotcr, 
and  on  the  22d  of  November  joined  the  Louis  Erafme, 
which  with  another  French  regifter-lhip,  called  the 
Marquis  d'Antin,  had  waited  for  them  in  the  bay  of 
Conception.  Their  little  fquadron  being  thus  form- 
cd^  they  left  the  bay,  but  the  next  day  the  Lys 
fprung  a  leak,  and  was  obliged  to  return.  The  reft 
of  the  fquadron  had  the  good  fortune  to  double  Cape 
Horn,  without  meeting  with  thofc  terrible  ftorms  lb 
fte(]uent  near  that  Cape. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  May  1 744,  they  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  road  of  Ferdinando  de  Narona,  an  ifland  on  the 
coaft  of  Brazil,  belonging  to  the  Portuguefe.    Here 
they  refitted  their  crazy  mips,  and  took  on  board  a 
frem  fupply  of  provifions,  wood  and  water.    On  the 
loth  ot  June,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  they  again  got 
under  fail,  and  continued  their  courfe  to  the  north- 
ward, comforting  theml'elves  that  now  the  whole  dan- 
ger of  their  voyage  was  over.     But  on  the  21ft  of 
July,  about  fix  in  the  morning,  being  then  in  43  deg. 
57  min.  north  latitude,  and  39  deg.  44  min.  eaftot 
the  meridian  of  Conception,  they  difcovercd  two&il 
within  three  leagues  of  them,  bearing  E.  N.  E.    At 
feven  in  the  morning,  when  being  within  little  n:ore 
than  cannon-fhot  of  each  other,  the  largeft  of  the 
two  fired  a  (hot,  and  at  the  fame  time  both  hoifted 
Englifli  colours :  the  French  frigates  alio  formed  a 
line,  though  little  in  a  condition  for  fighting ;  tor  bc- 
fide  being  weakly  manned,  and  the  want  of  arm.s  and 
ammunition,   they  had  no  nettings  for  lecuring  the 
men. 

The  force  of  the  three  French  frigates  was  this : 
the  Louis  Eralme  carried  twenty  guns,  and  had  be- 
tween Icventy  and  eighty  perfons  on  board,  fcamcn, 
paflcngers  and  boys ;  the  Marquis  d'Antin  alfo  car- 
ried ten  guns  on  a  fide,  and  had  aboard  fifty-five  per- 
fons ;  La  Deliverance  was  ftill  fmaller  than  the  other 
two,  haviijg  only  feven  on  a  fide,  and  all  the  perfons 
aboard  did  not  exceed  fifty  men. 
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The  enemy,  who  afterward  proved  to  be  priva- 
teers, were  confiderably  fuperior  in  force.  The  largcft 
of  them,  called  the  Prince  Frederick,  commanded 
by  captain  James  Talbot,  carried  thirty-fix  guns;  the 
name  of  the  fmalleft  privateer  was  the  Duke,  captain 
Morecock ;  (he  had  ten  guns  on  a  fide,  befide  pate- 
reroes  on  both,  which  did  great  execution  in  ihe  rig- 
ging. At  length,  about  half  an  hour  after  ten,  the 
Marquis  d'Antin,  which  was  in  the  rear,  ftruck 
to  the  largeft  of  the  enemy,  with  which  fhe  was  en- 
gaged, after  lofing  her  captain :  having  received  fb 
many  (hot  betwixt  wind  and  water^  that  (he  was  on 
the  point  of  finking. 

The  captain  or  the  Deliverance,  which  was  the 
headmoft  (hip,  feeing  one  of  her  company  taken,  pru- 
dently crouded  fail,  that  while  the  enemy's  (hips  were 
taken  up  with  the  prize,  he  might  efcape  from  them.  ' 
Louis  Erafme  could  not  hefitate  to  follow  her  ex- 
ample ;  but  the  largeft  of  the  EnglUh  privateers  was 
not  long  in  coming  up  with  her,  and  by  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  her  force,  and  the  vigour  with  which  it  was 
exerted,  foon  laid  her  under  a  necelfity  of  furrender- 
ing.  The  two  privateers  being  taken  up  each  with 
her  prize^  and  the  fouth-eaft  wind  fre(hening,  favour- 
ed the  efcape  of  the  Deliverance,  which  ftood  N.  E. 
and  at  foui;  in  the  evening  got  quite  out  of  fight  both 
of  the  privateers  and  prizes. 

The  captain  of  the  Deliverance,  after  this,  in  all 
appearance,  fortunate  efcape,  confulted  with  his  of- 
ficers what  courfe  was  moft  advifeable  to  fteer. 
Among  them  was  one  who  had  often  been  at  Loui(^ 
bourg  in  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  near  Newfound- 
land, and  had  a  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  fituation 
and  nature  of  the-  place.  He  likewife  informed  the 
captain,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  furnmer  two 
men  of  war  were  every  year  fent  thither,  to  carry  mo- 
ney and  troops  for  that  place  and  Canada ;  and  like- 
wife  to  proteft  the  cod-filhery.  Thcfe  rea(bns,  and 
diis  courfe  appearing  lefs  dangerous  than  that  toward 
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They  left  the  port  of  Callao  on  the  2 2d  of  Oftotcr, 
and  on  the  22d  of  November  joined  the  Louis  Erafmc, 
which  with  another  French  regifter-fliip,  called  the 
Marquis  d'Antin,  had  waited  for  them  in  the  bay  of 
Conception.  Their  little  fquadron  being  thus  form- 
ed^ they  left  the  bay-,  but  the  next  day  the  Lys 
fprung  a  leak,  and  was  obliged  to  retiirn.  The  reft 
of  the  fquadron  had  the  good  fortune  to  double  Cape 
Horn,  without  meeting  with  thofc  terrible  ftorms  fo 
fte(]uent  near  that  Cape. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  May  1 744,  they  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  road  of  Ferdinando  de  Narona,  an  ifland  on  the 
coaft  of  Brazil,  belonging  to  the  Portuguefe.    Here 
they  refitted  their  crazy  ftiips,  and  took  on  board  a 
frem  fupply  of  provifions,  wood  and  water.    On  the 
loth  ot  June,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  they  again  got 
under  fail,  and  continued  their  courfe  to  the  north- 
ward, comforting  themlblves  that  now  the  whole  dan- 
ger of  their  voyage  was  over.     But  on  the  21ft  of 
July,  about  fix  in  the  morning,  being  then  in  43  deg. 
^^  min.  north  latitude,  and  39  deg.  44  min.  eaftof 
the  meridian  of  Conception,  they  difcovered  two  fail 
within  three  leagues  of  them,  bearing  E.  N.  E.    At 
feven  in  the  mbrning,  when  being  within  little  more 
than  cannon-fhot  of  each  other,  the  largeft  of  the 
two  fired  a  (hot,  and  at  the  fame  time  both  hoifted 
.     Englifli  colours :  the  French  frigates  alfo  formed  a 
line,  though  little  in  a  condition  for  fighting ;  tor  be- 
fide  being  weakly  manned,  and  the  want  of  arms  and 
ammunition,   they  had  no  nettings  for  lecuring  the 
men. 

The  force  of  the  three  French  frigates  was  this : 
the  Louis  Eralme  carried  twenty  guns,  and  had  be- 
tween fcventy  and  eighty  perfons  on  board,  feamcn, 
paflengers  and  boys  -,  the  Marquis  d'Antin  alfo  car- 
ried ten  guns  on  a  fide,  and  had  aboard  fifty-five  per- 
fons ;  La  Deliverance  was  ftill  fmaller  than  the  other 
two,  having  only  feven  on  a  fide,  and  all  the  perfons 
aboard  did  not  exceed  fifty  men. 

The 
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The  enemy,  who  afterward  proved  to  be  priva- 
teers, were  confiderably  fuperior  in  force.  The  largeft 
of  them,  called  the  Prince  Frederick,  commanded 
by  captain  James  Talbot,  carried  thirty-fix  guns;  the 
name  of  the  fmalleft  privateer  was  the  Duke,  captain 
Morecock ;  (he  had  ten  guns  on  a  fide,  befide  pate- 
reroes  on  both,  which  did  great  execution  in  .the  rig- 
ging. At  length,  about  half  an  hour  after  ten,  the 
Marquis  d'Antin,  which  was  in  the  rear,  ftruck 
to  the  largeft  of  the  enemy,  with  which  flie  was  en- 
gaged, after  lofing  her  captain :  having  received  (6 
many  fiiot  betwixt  wind  and  water,  that  (he  was  on 
the  point  of  finking. 

The  captain  or  the  Deliverance,  which  was  the 
headmoft  (hip,  feeing  one  of  her  company  taken,  pru- 
dently crouded  fail,  that  while  the  enemy's  (hips  were 
taken  up  with  the  prize,  he  might  efcape  from  them. 
Louis  Erafme  could  not  hefitate  to  follow  her  ex- 
ample ;  but  the  largeft  of  the  Engli(h  privateers  was 
not  long  in  coming  up  with  her,  and  by  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  her  force,  and  the  vigour  with  which  it  was 
exerted,  foon  laid  her  under  a  necelfity  of  furrender- 
ing.  The  two  privateers  being  taken  up  each  with 
her  prize^  and  the  fouth-eaft  wind  fre(hening,  favour- 
ed the  efcape  of  the  Deliverance,  which  ftood  N.  E. 
and  at  foui;  in  the  evening  got  quite  out  of  fight  both 
of  the  privateers  and  prizes. 

The  captain  of  the  Deliverance,  after  this,  in  all 
appearance,  fortunate  efcape,  confulted  with  his  of- 
ficers what  courfe  was  moft  advifeable  to  fteer. 
Among  them  was  one  who  had  often  been  at  LouiC- 
bourg  in  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  near  Newfound- 
land, and  had  a  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  fituation 
and  nature  of  the-  place.  He  likewife  informed  the 
captain,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  furnmer  two 
men  of  war  were  every  year  fent  thither,  to  carry  mo- 
ney and  troops  for  that  place  and  Canada ;  and  like- 
wife  to  proteft  the  cod-fi(hery.  Thcfe  rea(bns,  and 
diis  courfe  appearing  Icfs  dangerous  than  that  toward 
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the  coaft  of  Spain,  detcnnined  the  capcuo  to  pur- 
(uc  wbat  he  thougfac  the  iafeft  method,  and  onke 
for  Cape  Breton :  befide,  the  cocdiooo  of  the  De- 
liverance fcaice  permiricd  of  any  cho:ce,  as  affi)rding 
little  hopes  that  Ihe  ever  would  be  abk  to  reach  any 
port  in  Spain.  But  that  the  captain  and  his  officcn 
might  not  be  charged  with  taking  fuch  an  important 
ftep  of  themfelves,  a  reprelentation  was  aUb  made  to 
the  paflengers,  who  all  readily  approved  <^  it  as  the 
beft  refource  in  their  prcfent  exigency  i  the  very  fame 
evening  the  courfe  was  altered,  and  they  ftecrcd  for 
Louifbourg  as  a  port  of  fafety. 

On  the  13th  of  Auguft,  at  Gx  in  the  morning,  they 
faw  a  brigantine  plying  along  the  coaft  for  Louiibourg; 
the  Deliverance  on  this  hoifted  a  French  enfign,  which 
was  anfwered  by  the  other,  firing  two  or  three  guns. 
This  gave  them  no  manner  of  uneafinefs,  concluding, 
that  the  brigantine,  fufpeding  fome  deceit  in  their 
colours,  had  fired  thofe  guns  as  a  warning  to  the  fifh- 
injg  barks  without  to  get  into  the  harbour.  An  hour 
afterward,  being  near  eight  o'clock,  they  faw  com- 
ing out  of  Louifbourg  two  men  of  war,  which  they 
immediately  took  for  (hips  belonging  to  a  French 
fquadron  ftationed  there,  for  the  fccurity  of  that  im- 
portant place ;  and  that  they  had  come  out  on  this 
lignal  from  the  brigantine,  that  a  (hip  had  appeared 
in  fight,  left  it  might  be  fome  Bofton  privateer,  with 
a  defign  on  the  filhery.  Here  we  muft  refer  to  the 
reader's  imagination,  the  complacency  and  joy  which 
fwelled  every  heart,  imagining  that  they  now  faw  the 
end  of  all  their  fears  and  difafters ;  a  place  of  fafe  re- 

{)ofe,  after  a  voyage  of  fuch  danger  and  fatigue.  Then 
et  him  think  what  an  edge  the  melancholy  difappoint- 
ment  gave  to  their  aftonilhment  and  dejedion,  when 
their  vifionary  fchemes  of  delight  ended  in  the  real 
miferies  of  captivity :  that  place  being  theq  in  the 
hands  of  the  Englifh. 

The  fmalleft  veficl,  which  carried  fifty  guns,  lead- 
ing the  way,  came  along- fide  of  the  Deliverance ;  then 

indeed 
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indeed  the  fatal  difappointment  became  too  evident, 
by  the  (hip  hoifting  her  national  colours,  and  firingr 
feveral  guns,  which  carried  away  the  fore  topfail-hal- 
liards  ^  and  at  the  fame  time  the  larger  (hip  came  up 
on  the  (larboard-fide.  Betwixt  two  fuch  enemies  re- 
fiftance  would  have  been  a  wild  temerity ;  the  cap- 
tain immediatelv  (truck  his  colours,,  and  the  boat 
from  the  fmalleK  (hip  came  on  board,  and  took  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Deliverance ;  and  returned  into  the  har- 
bour with  a  very  rich  prize. 

Thefe  two  Engli(h  men  of  war  were  the  Sunder- 
land, captain  John  Brett,  of  fixty  guns,  and  the 
Chefter,  capuin  Philip  Durell,  of  fifty. 

Don  Ulloa  adds,  that  all  his  (ecret  papers,  on  their 
departure  from  the  iQand  of  Fernando  de  Norona, 
were  formed  into  a  packet,  and  that  he  had  defired 
of  the  captain,  the  fupercargo  and  other  officers,  that 
in  cafe  it  was  his  fate  to  fall  fuddenly  in  the  aftibn, 
they  would  throw  the  parcel  into  the  (ea.  When  there- 
fore the  Spanifh  officer  found  that  there  was  no  poffi- 
bility  either  of  oppofing  or  getting  clear  of  the  ene- 
my, he  threw  the  packet  overboard,  after  faftening 
fome  bullets  to  it  -,  but  all  his  papers  relating  to  the 
menfuration  of  the  degrees  of  the  meridian,  together 
with  the  phyfical  and  a(bonomicaI  obfervations  and 
hiftorical  narratives,  he  kept  by  him,  the  contents 
being  of  univerfal  concern,  and  no  detriment  could 
refult  from  the  enemy's  infpe^ing  them.  But  as 
among  men  who  Teemed  to  mind  nothing  but  what  was 
Clvcr  or  gold,  they  would  have  ran  a  great  rifk  of 
being  abuled  or  confounded  among  a  multitude  of 
others,  he  thought  proper  to  acquaint  the  captains 
on  what  fervice  he  had  been  employed «,  and  as  his 
papers  tended  to  the  improvement  of  navigation,  re- 
commended them  CO  their  care. 

Don  Ulloa  was  fent  with  the  fleet  to  England,  and 
thence  to  Fareham,  a  plcafanc  village  at  the  bottom 
of  Portfmouth  harbour,  where  the  prifoners  of  war 
were  then  confined.    ^^  I  muft  not,  lays  Don  UUoa, 
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"  here  omit  the  courtefy  and  gcnerofity  of  captain 
'*  Brett,  commander  of  the  Sunderland,  to  all  the 
*'  prifoners  of  any  rank,  whom  he  not  only  admitted 
''  to  his  table  during  the  voyage,  but  prevailed  on  all 
"  the  other  officers  to  imitate  his  good  example  •,  and 
**  who  feemcd  to  vie  in  civilities  toward  us,  and 
'*  humanity  toward  the  inferior  fort :  fparing  for 
*'  nothing  to  alleviate  our  misfortunes.** 

Our  author  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Mr, 
Brookes,  com  miliary  for  the  FrenA  prifoners,  and 
paints  his  gratitude  for  the  many  favours  he  received 
from  that  gentleman  •,  and  alfo  from  Mr.  Rickman, 
who  a6ted  in  the  fame  capacity  for  the  Spaniards,  in 
the  mod  glowing  colours. 

"  Both  thefe  gentlemefi,  adds  he,  offered  to  join 
*'  their  intereft  in  folliciting  the  admiralty  for  my  pa- 
**  pers,  the  thing  I  had  mod  at  heart/*  A  petition 
was  accordingly  lent  to  his  grace  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
then  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  anfwer  re- 
turned was  agreeable  to  his  wilhes  :  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty  adding,  that  they  were  not  at  war  with  the 
arts  and  fciences,  or  their  profeflbrs  ;  that  the  Eng- 
lifti  nation  cultivated  them,  and  that  it  was  the  glory 
of  its  minifters  and  great  men  to  encourage  and  pro- 
ted  them. 

Soon  after  our  author  obtained  permiflion  to  repair 
to  London,  that  he  might  renew  his  foUicitations  with 
greater  cafe  and  effeft.  "  On  my  firft  attendance  at 
*'  the  office  for  prifoners  of  war,  fays  Don  Ulloa,  a 
*'  letter  was  (hewn  me  from  lord  Harrington,  fecretary 
*^  of  ftate,  for  bringing  me  to  his  houfc.  This  noble- 
*'  man,  having  been  ambafTador  for  fome  years  in 
"  Spain,  among  his  other  eminent  qualities,  had  a 
*'  great  afFedlion  for  the  Spaniards,  which  he  was 
*'  pleafed  to  extend  to  me  in  a  molt  obliging  recep- 
"  tion,  and  affurances,  that  nothing  fliould  be  want- 
"  ing  in  him  to  procure  me  my  papers,  or  do  mc  any 
•«  other  good  office.  Martin  Folkes,  Efq;  then  prc- 
*  fidcnt  of  the  Royal  Society,  a  perfon  equally  dif- 

**  tinguilhcd 
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tinguiihed  for  his  learning,  politenefs,  and  readineis 
to  do  every  good  adtioo  in  his  power,  being  in- 
formed I  was  a  prifoner  a?  Fareham,  and  that  my 
papers  were  lodged  at  the  admiralty,  and  fearing 
they  might  fall  into  th^  hands  of  perfons  entirely 
ignorant  of  their  contents,  and  by  that  means  be 
mifled  or  abufed,  had  applied  for  having  tliem  de- 

"  livered  to  him but  they  were  unhappily  ming- 

"  led  with  many  others  of  a  very  different  Icind,  and 
therefore*  difficult  to  feparate  them,  without  the 
prefence  of  the  author  himfelf,  to  diftinguifh  them 
by  the  hand  and  other  marks.  By  his  afliftance  and 
the  alacrity  of  Mr.  Brookes,  who  was  determined 
not  to  reft  till  the  affair  was  ended  to  my  fatisfac* 
tion,  an  order  of  the  admiralty  was  obtained  to  the 
"  fecretary  of  the  India  company,  to  whom  they  had 
•*  all  been  fent,  that  I  might  make  a  fearch  for  them, 
*•  and  thofe  which  I  ftiould  feparate  were  to  be  fent 
**  to  the  admiralty.  This  order  met  with  fuch  a 
punftual  compliance,  that  it  was  executed  the  very 
day  of  its  date. 
The  prcfident  of  the  Royal  Society,  for  whom 
"  all  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  entertained  an  efteem 
fuitable  to  his  great  merit,  was  again  pleafed  to  in- 
'*  tcreft  himfelf  in  favour  of  my  papers ;  and  in  re- 
gard to  his  follicitations,  the  examination  of  them 
was  referred  to  him.  This  gentleman,  who  pot 
feOed  in  the  higheft  degree  all  the  focial  and  intel* 
leftual  qualities,  affability  without  artifice,  a 
genius  which  nothing  could  efcape,  and  an  amiable 
deportment,  and  generous  manners,  had  from  my 
"  firft  arrival  fhewn  me  an  inceflant  kindncft  :  he  in- 
"  troduced  me  to  the  meetings  of  the  fociety,  and 
to  him  I  owe  the  acquaintance  of  many  perfons  of 
diftinftion,  and  the  marks  of  friendfliip  I  received 
from  them.  He  condefcended  to  carry  me  to  the 
moft  famous  mufeums,  places  affording  the  higheft 
delight  to  a  rational  mind,  and  where  all  nature  if 
♦*  cpUefted  into  a  living  hiftory  of  the  feveral  or 
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*^  dufts  of  the  waters  and  earth,  both  in  the  minctiii 
^*  vegetable,  and  animal  kingdoms.  He  likewife 
"  brought  me  acquainted  with  the  moft  famous  lite- 
'-  rati,  and  was  my  eonftant  guide.  .In  a  word^  he 
«^  Curried  his  friendfhip  to  me  very  far  beyond  what  I 
"-'  couiu  h:ivc  expected,  had  I  even  entertained  a  much 
"  hi^l.cr  opinion  of  my  own  abilities. 

"■'  Actions  like  thefe  convinced  me  of  the  fincerity 
*•  of  the  Englifh,  their  benevolence,  and  difintereft- 
*'  ed  complaifance.  I  dbfervcd  the  tempers,  cuftoms, 
*'  government,  and  police  of  this  praifc-wonhy  na- 
^^  tion,  which  in  its  oeconomical  conduft,  and  focial 
«<  virtues)  may  be  a  pattern  to  all  the  reft  of  man- 
y  kind. 

*'  M^;^  Folkcs^  having  gone  through  my  papers; 
*«  made  his  report  to  the  admiralty,  couched  in  fuch 
<«  favourable  terms,  that  the  board  gave  him  leave, 
**  according  to  his  defire,  to  deliver  them  up  to  me, 
**  which  he  accordingly  did  on  the  1 5th  of  May.  But 
*•  as  a  niore  illuftrious  teftimony  of  the  great  efteem 
♦«  with  which  he  honoured  me,  he  propofed  to  Earl 
**  Stanhope,  and  fcveral  other  gentlemen  of  the  Royal 
•'  Society,  that  I  might  be  admitted  a  member  of 
*•  that  learned  body  i  rightly  judging  that  fuch  an 
*^  honour  could  not  fail  of  adding  an  ardour  to  my 
•*  defire  of  contributing  to  the  improvement  of  the 
"  fciences." 

Don  UUoaj  having  thus  obtained  his  papers,  togc- 
thcr  with,  his  liberty,  which  had  been  granted  at  his 
firil  follicitation,  enibarked  at  Falmouth  in  the  Lilbon 
packet-boat)  and  reached  Madrid  on  the  26th  of  July« 
1 746;  Soon  after  his  arrival,  the  king  of  Spain  or- 
dered the  papers  of  Don  Ulloa  to  be  publifhed  undet 
his  patronage  -,  and  from  thofe  authentic  memoirs, 
the  foregoing  account  of  this  celebrated  voyage  is 
^xtrafkedi 
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REMARKS  ON  THE  TftAOf 

BETWEEN 

SPAIN  AND  THE  WEST  INDIES. 


11*  has  brcn  always  the  ruling  mzxim  in  thr  Spflnifti 
councils  to  prdervc  by  all  mcani  poOibk  tlx  cof/i- 
tnercewith  the  Weft  Indict,  not  aniy  at  Oit  fipvtith 
nation,  but  to  the  crown  of  Spain.  On  thtt  ptmcijAe 
they  reftrain,  with  great  puniftiialitr,  all  ftrangeri 
from  pairing  into  their  American  rtominjonat  and 
though  there  have  been  fornnerly  fomc  jnftanrri  at 
foreigners  pafling  through  the  Spanifh  fctilemcnti, 
and  even  rcfiding  in  them,  y«  ibey  are  very  rare.  U 
is  true,  that  of  Tate  years  the  Spaniards  nive  found 
themfclvcs  in  fome  manner  obhged  to  relax  in  (hit 
point,  efpeclally  during  the  long  contnA'crfy  about 
the  Spanifh  fucceflion,  when  they  laboured  under  • 
necelfity  of  being  prateflcd  by  the  French  flceti. 
But  as  fijon  as  Philip  V.  vjn%  acknowledged  by  the 
maritime  powers  for  king  of  Spain,  they  returned  int- 
mediately  to  their  old  notions ;  and  ordcri  wcrr  dif* 
Jjatched  to  the  Weft  Indies  to  compel  the  French, 
who  were  fettled  there,  to  return  into  Europe,  and 
to  break  off  all  commerce  with  ihcm  for  the  ^tut^ 
which  in  the  South  Teas  at  teaft  were  pun^itallv 
obeyed.  ' 

The  method  in  which  trade  ii  carried  on  then  U 
veil  enough  known  in  general,  but  few  enter  Af 
enough  into  its  particulars.  In  order  to  gire  u  fflc 
tinfl  an  account  of  this  matter  an  poQibltr,  we  fludl  i 
ipeak  of  the  galleons,  the  l!o[a,  the  flotilla,  reaifte> 
Ihips,  and  gturda  coftas  i^^iwhcn  wc  liave  <'     '  ^ 
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this,  the  reader  will  perfcftly  comprehend  the  myllcrjr 
of  the  Spanifti  policy  in  this  point. 

A  galleon  is,  properly  fpcakin^,  a  very  large  man 
of  war,  of  three  or  four  decks,  built  in  a  manner  now 
altogether  out  of  fafhion,  except  in  Spain  ;  and  the 
rcafon  why  it  is  (lill  ufed  there,  is,  that  it  affords  a 
great  deal  of  room  for  merchandize,  with  which  the 
king's  (hips'  are  generally  fo  much  crouded,  as  to  be 
in  no  condition  of  defending  themfclves.  That  fleet 
which  we  call  the  ^^alleons,  cdnfifts  of  eight  fuch  men 
of  war.  Of  thefe  there  are  three  very  large  ones, 
each  of  lifty  guns,  and  an  advice  frigate  of  forty. 
The  merchant-men  which  fail  with  this  fleet,  and  pur- 
chafe  their  licences  at  a  very  high  rate^  are  in  number 
from  twelve  to  fixtcen,  and  in  burthen  at  leaft  a  third 
part  bigger  than  is  expreflcd  in  their  refpeflivc  fche- 
dules.  Thefc  (hips  are  intended  to  carry  all  that  is 
neccflTary,  either  of  warlike  (tores,  or  merchandize  fur 
Peru  :  and  this  is  the  fpecific  difli^rence  between  this 
fleet  and  the  flota,  which  is  intended  for  Mexico.  In 
time  of  peace,  the  galleons  fail  regularly  once  a  year 
from  Cadiz,  at  no  fet  time,  but  according  to  the 
king's  pleafure,  and  the  convenience  of  the  mer- 
chants. From  Cadiz  the  galleons  (teer  direfUy  for 
the  Canaries,  where,  if  the  flota  fails  with  them,  as 
it  fometimes  does,  they  anchor  together  in  the  haven 
of  Gomcra.  Thence  they  bear  away  for  the  Antilles, 
and  when  they  arrive  at  that  height,  the  flota  fepa- 
rates,  and  the  galleons  bear  away  for  Carthagena. 
As  foon  as  they  double  Cape  de  la  Vela,  and  appear 
before  the  rr.outli  of  Rio  de  la  Hacha,  advice  is  fent 
to  all  parts,  that  every  thing  may  be  got  ready  for 
their  reception.  In  the  harbour  of  Carthagena  they 
remain  a  month,  and  land  there  all  the  gooas*dc(ign- 
ed  for  the  audience  of  the  Terra  Firma.  Then  tfccy 
fail  to  Porto  Bello,  where  they  continue  during  the 
fair,  which  lafls  five  or  fix  weeks ;  and  having  landed 
the  merchandize  intended  for  Peru,  and  received  the 

cafure  and  rich  commodities  fent  from  thence  on 
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board,  they  fail  again  to  Carthagena,  where  they  re- 
main till  they  return  to  Spain,  which  is  ufually  with- 
in the  fpace  of  two  years.  When  they  have  orders  to 
return,  tliey  fail  fir(^  to  the  Havanna,  and  having 
there  joined  the  flota,  and  what  other  (hips  are  re- 
turning to  Europe,  chcy  thence  continue  their  voyage 
to  Cadiz. 

The  flota  confifts,  as  well  as  the  galleons,  of  a  cer- 
tain number  of  men  of  war,  and  ora  certain  number 
of  merchants  (hips.  The  former  are  fcldom  more 
than  three;  the  latter  are  ufually  about  fixteen,  in 
burthen  between  five  hundred  and  a  thoufand  tons. 
This  fleet  fails  about  the  month  of  Augufl,  that  by 
the  favour  of  the  winds  which  reign  about  November^ 
they  may  the  more  eafily  purfue  their  voyage  to  I^a 
Vera  Cruz.  In  their  paflage  they  call  at  Puerto  KicOp 
to  take  in  freih  water  and  provifions,  then  pafs  in 
fight  of  Hifpaniola,  Jamaica,  and  Cuba;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  nature  of 
the  winds,  pafs  either  by  the  coad  of  Jucatan,  or 
higher  through  the  gulph,  to  La  Vera  Cruz,  which 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  it.  As  tiie  flota  is  dcfigncd  to 
fumifh  not  only  Mexico,  but  the  Philippine  iflandi 
alfo,  with  European  goodfi,  they  arc  obliged  to  re- 
main there  for  a  confiderable  fpace  ;  and,  when  it  11 
neceffary,  they  winter  in  that  port.  'J'hc  cargo  with 
which  they  return,  is  not  fo  nch  z%  that  of  ue  gat 
leons ;  but  fome  writers  fay,  that  it  increafea  annuallv 
in  its  value,  which  muft  be  owing  to  the  progrcu 
made  in  fettling  what  the  Spaniards  call  the  kingdooi*  * 
of  New  Mexico.  ;• 

It  is  ufually  in  the  month  of  May  that  the  fliMI 
leaves  La  Vera  Cruz,  though  fomctimei  it  11  dctiinrf 
in  that  harbour  till  Auguft.     Then  the  fliipi  ^ 
compofe  it,  fail  for  the  Havanna.    As  fi)on  as  I 
are  fafely  arrived  in  the  Havanna,  dicy  detach  a 
of  the  lighted  and  dean  "'t  Europe  |  • 

befidc  monev  and  mere  l^br  np 

account  of  the  contents  H  H 
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this,  the  reader  wilt  perfiwfiay  comprehend  the  myftcrjr 
'  of  the  Spanifh  policy  in  this  point.  ' 

A  galleon  is;  properly  fpeaking,  a  very  large  man 
of  war,  of  three  or  four  decks,  built  in  a  manner  now 
altogether  out  of  fa(hion,  except  in  Spain;  and  the 
reafon  why  it  is  (I ill  ufed  there,  is,  that  it  affords  a 
great  deal  of  room  for  merchandize,  with  which  th& 
king's  (hips'  are  generajly  fo  much  crouded,  as  to  be 
in  no  condition  of  defending  themfelves.  That  fleet 
which  we  call  the  galleons,  cohlifts  of  eight  fuch  men 
of  war.  Of  thefe  there  are  three  very  large  ones, 
each  of  fifty  guns,  and  an  advice  frigate  of  fort^. 
The  merchant-mcn  which  fail  with  this  fleet,  and  pur- 
chafe  their  licences  at  a  yery^kigh  rate^  are  in  number 
from  twelvse  to  (ixteen,  ~  and  in  burthen  at  leaft  a  third 
part  bigger  thah  is  expreflcd  in  their  refpe^livc  fche** 
dules.  Thefc  (hips  are  intended  to  carry  all  that  is 
neceflTary,  either  of  warlike  (lores,  or  merchandize  for 
t^eru  :  and  this  is  the  fpecific  difference  between  this 
fleet  and  the  flo^,  which:  is  intended  for  Mexico.  In 
time  of  peace,  the  galleons  fail  regularly  once  a  year 
from  Cadiz,  at  no  fet  time,  but  according  to  the 
king's  pleafurcj  and  the  convenience  of  the  mer- 
chants. From  Cadiz  the  galleons  (leer  diredly  for 
the  Canaries,  where,  if  the  flota  fails  with  them,  as 
it  (bmetimes  does,  they  anchor  together  in  the  haven 
of  Gomcra.  Thence  they  bear  away  for  the  Antilles, 
and  when  they  arrive  at  that  height,  the  flota  fepa- 
rates,  and  the  galleons  bear  away  for  Carthagena. 
As  foon  as  they  double  Cape  de  la  Vela,  and  appear 
before  the  moutli  of  Rio  de  la  Hacha,  advice  is  fent 
to  all  parts,  that  every  thing  may  be  got  ready  for 
their  reception.  In  the  harbour  of  Carthagena  they 
remain  a  month,  and  land  there  all  the  goods'de(]gn- 
ed  for  the  audience  of  the  Terra  Firma,  Then  they 
fail  to  Porto  Bcllo,  where  they  continue  during  the 
fair,  which  lafts  five  or  fix  weeks  -,  and  having  landed 
the  merchandize  intended  for  Peru,  and  received  the 
treafure  and  rich  commodities  fent  from  thence  on 

board. 
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board,  they  fail  again  to  Carthagena,  where  they  re- 
main till  they  return  to  Spain,  which  is  ufually  with* 
in  the  fpace  of  two  years,  .  When  they  have  orders  to 
return,  ttiey  fail  fim  to  the  Havanna,  and  having 
there  joined  the  flob,  and  what  other  fhips  are  re- 
turning  to  Europe,  they  thence  continue  their  voyage 
to  Cadiz. 

The  flota  confifts,  as  well  as  the  galleons,  of  a  cer- 
tain number  of  men  of  war,  and  of  a  certain  number 
of  merchants  (hips.  The  former  are  fcldom  more 
than  three ;  the  latter  are  ufually  about  lixteen,  in 
burthen  between  five  hundred  and  a  thoufand  tons. 
This  fleet  fails  about  the  month  of  Auguft,  that  by 
the  favour  of  the  winds  which  reign  about  November^ 
they  may  the  more  eafily  purfue  their  voyage  to  La 
Vera  Cruz.  In  their  paflage  they  call  at  Puerto  Rico, 
to  take  in  freih  water  and  proviHons,  then  pafs  in 
fight  of  Hifpaniola,  Jamaica,  and  Cuba^  and,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  nature  of 
the  winds,  pafs  either  by  the  coaft  of  Jucatan,  or 
higher  through  the  gulph,  to  La  Vera  Cruz,  which 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  it.  As  the  flota  is  defigned  to 
fumifh  not  only  Mexico,  but  the  Philippine  iflands 
alfo,  with  European  goods,  they  are  obliged  to  re- 
main there  for  a  confiderable  fpace ;  and,  when  it  is 
neceflary,  they  winter  in  that  port.  The  cargo  with 
which  they  return,  is  not  fo  nch  as  that  of  the  gal- 
leons ;  but  fome  writers  fay,  that  it  increafes  annually 
in  its  value,  which  muft  be  owing  to  the  progress 
made  in  fettling  ivhat  the  Spaniards  call  the  kingdom 
of  New  Mexico. 

It  is  ufually  ih  the  month  of  May  that  the  flota 
leaves  La  Vera  Cruz,  though  fometimes  it  is  detained 
in  that  harbour  till  Auguft.  Then  the  fliips  that 
compofc  it,  fail  for  the  Havanna.  As  foon  as  they 
are  lafely  arrived  in  the  Havanna,  they  detach  a  few 
of  the  lighted  and  cleaneft  (hips  to  Europe  5  who, 
befide  money  and  merchandize,  carry  alfo  an  exa& 
account  of  the  contents  both  of  the  galleons  and  flota. 

T\«&. 
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the  world,  and  of  which  it  is  ncccffary  to  fpeak  more 
particularly.    It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  were  ori- 
ginally good  grounds  for  equipping  them ;  fince  the 
Englifli  in  feme  meafure,  and  the  Dutch  more  open- 
ly, began  to  carry  on  an  illicit  trade  by  force.     The 
Dutch  veflcls  were  from  twenty  to  thirty-fix  guns, 
and  therefore  valued  nothing  the  governor  of  Car- 
thagena  could  do,  to  prevent  their  trading  on  his 
coaft :  but  when  the  guard-fhips  were  ftationcd  there, 
they  for  fome  time  put  an  end  to  the  evil ;  for,  failing 
in  with  fome  of  thefc  interlopers,  they  funk  one,  and 
took  two,  the  cargoes  of  which  were  worth  upwards 
of  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds.    Nay,    finding  on 
board  them  fixteen  Spmifh  merchants,  who  on  a  fig- 
nal  given  were  come  off  to  trade,  they  hanged  them 
all  without  mercy.    So  far  all  was  right ;  for,  without 
queftion,    thefe  fmugglers  not  only  prejudiced  the 
king  of  Spain,  but  even  the  fair  traders  of  their  own 
nations,  by  the  clandeftine  commerce  they  carried  on, 
as  the  reader  will  eafily  apprehend.     The  captains  df 
thefc  guard-lhips,  however,  foon  altered  their  con- 
du6t,  and  inftead  of  taking  contraband  traders,  in- 
fefted  the  Englifti  commerce,  and  took  without  dif- 
tin£tion  all  they  were  able  to  mafter ;    at  firft  under 
very  frivolous  pretences,  and  at  laft  without  any  pre- 
tence at  all.    But  to  return  from  their  piratical  guarda- 
coftas,  tm  fpeak  of  their  finking  trade  -,  it  will  appear 
that,  with  the  richell  territories,  the  Spanifh  monarch 
is  one  of  the  pooreft,  as  well  as  proudeft  princes  in 
Chriftendom.     A  paradox  not  difficult  to  explain. 

There  is  nothing  more  common  than  to  hear  Spain 
compared  to  a  ficve,  which,  whatever  it  receives,  is 
never  the  fuller.  How  common  foever  the  compa- 
rifon  may  be,  moft  certainly  it  is  a  very  true  one ; 
but  the  means  by  which  all  this  immenfe  wealth,  or 
at  lead  the  far  greateft  part  of  it,  is  drawn  from  the 
Spaniards,  and  conveyed  to  other  nations,  and  id 
what  proportions,  is  neither  fo  well,  nor  fo  generally 
underftocKl.  To  account  for  thi;  (hall  be  our  pre- 
fcnt  talk. 


Between  SPAIN  and  the  WEST  INDIES.  495 

If  after  the  difcovcry  of  the  new  world,    as  the 
Spaniards  juftly  enough  called  it,  the  government  had 
encouraged  trade  or  manufaftories,   there  is  wrczt 
probability  that  the  fupremc  direftion  of  the  afiairs  of 
Europe  would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  ca- 
tholic kings.     For,  if  all  the  fubjefts  of  Spain,  with- 
out reftraint,  had  traded  to  thefe  far  diftant  regions, 
this  mud  have  created  fuch  a  maritime  force,  as  no 
other  nation  could  have  withftood  ;   or,  fuppofing  the 
trade  had  been  retrained  as  it  is  at  prefent,  yet,  if 
manufactures  had  been  encouraged,    fo  as  that  the 
greaceft  part  of  the  trade  of  the  Weft  Indies  had  been 
driven,  without  having  recourfe  to  foreigners,  fuch 
prodigious  fums  of  money  muft  have  reftcd  in  Spain, 
as  would  have  enabled  its  monarchs  to  have  given  law 
to  ail  their  neighbours.     But,  by  neglecting  thefe  ob- 
vious, and  yet  certain  rules  for  eftablifhing  folid  and 
extenfive  at  leaft,  if  not  univerfal  dominion ;  her  kinn 
had  recourfe  to  thofe  refinements  in  poly^^,  which, 
however  excellent  they  may  fecm  in  theory,  have  ' 
never  yet  been  found  to  anfwcr  in  pra£tice.     They 
were  for  fixing  their  commerce  by  conftraint,  and  for 
cftablifliing  power  by  the  fword  :  the  firft,  experience 
has  (hewn  to  be  impracticable  -,  and  the  latter,  per- 
haps, was  the  only  method  whereby  they  could  have 
mifled  that  end  they  ufed  it  to  obtain. 

Yet  the  princes  that  took  thefe  fteps  were  not  either 
ra(h  and  hafty,  or  voluptuous  and  profufe ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  were  efteemed  by  all  the  world  the  wifeft 
monarchs  of  their  refpcftive  times,  and,  in  many 
things,  deferved  to  be  \6  efteemed.  They  erred,  not 
through  want  of  capacity,  or  want^ifnippli cation,  as 
their  uicceflbrs  did,  but  for  want  of  conlidering  things 
in  a  right  light,  occafioned  purely  by  their  fixing 
their  eyes  on  that  dazzling  meteor,  univerfal  empire : 
and,  however  wife,  however  penetrating  thefe  princes 
might  be,  they  certainly  overihot  themfelves  in  theii^ 
fchemes  concerning  the  Wcftern  Indies.  Inftead  of 
looking  upon  it  as  an  ellate,  they  feemed  to  think  it 
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the  world,  and  of  which  it  is  ncccffary  tofpeak  more 
particularly.  It  cannot  be  denied  thit  there  Were  ori- 
Inally  good  grounds  for  equipping  them ;  lince  the 
Inglilh  in  fome  meafure,  and  the  Dutch  more  open- 
ly, began  to  carry  on  an  illicit  trade  by  force.  The 
Dutch  veflcls  were  from  twenty  to  thirty-fix  guns, 
and  therefore  valued  nothing  the  governor  of  Car- 
thagena  could  do,  to  prevent  their  trading  on  his 
coaft :  but  when  the  guard-fhips  were  ftationcd  there, 
they  for  fome  time  put  an  end  to  the  evil ;  for,  fallinj 
in  with  fome  of  thefc  interlopers,  they  funk  one,  ani 
took  two,  the  cargoes  of  which  were  worth  upwards 
of  a  hundred  thdufand  pounds.  Nay,  finding  on 
board  them  fixteen  Spanifh  merchants,  who  on  a  fig* 
nal  given  were  come  off  to  trade,  they  hanged  them 
all  without  mercy.  So  far  all  was  right ;  for,  without 
queftion,  thefe  fmugglers  not  only  prejudiced  the 
king  of  Spain,  but  even  the  fair  traders  of  their  own 
nations,  by  the  clandcftine  commerce  they  carried  on, 
as  the  reader  will  eafily  apprehend.  The  captains  of 
thefc  guard-lhips,  however,  foon  altered  their  con- 
du6t,  and  inftead  of  taking  contraband  traders,  in- 
fefted  the  Englifti  commerce,  and  took  without  dif- 
tinftion  all  they  were  able  to  mafter -,  at  firft  under 
very  frivolous  pretences,  and  at  laft  without  any  pre- 
tence at  all.  But  to  return  from  their  piratical  guarda- 
coftas,  tm  fpeak  of  their  finking  trade ;  it  will  appear 
that,  with  the  richeft  territories,  the  Spanifh  monarch 
is  one  of  the  pooreft,  as  well  as  proudeft  princes  in 
Chriftendom.     A  paradox  not  difficult  to  explain. 

There  is  nothing  more  common  than  to  hear  Spain 
compared  to  a  fieve,  which,  whatever  it  receives,  is 
never  the  fuller.  How  common  foever  the  compa- 
rifon  may  be,  moft  certainly  it  is  a  very  true  one ; 
but  the  means  by  which  all  this  immenfe  wealth,  or 
at  leaft  the  far  greateft  part  of  it,  is  drawn  from  the 
Spaniards,  and  conveyed  to  other  nations,  and  in 
what  proportions,  is  neither  fo  well,  nor  fo  generally 
underftood.  To  account  for  tbi?  (hall  be  our  pre- 
fent  talk. 
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that  the  United  Provinces  not  only  made  themfelves 
free  and  independent,  but  rich  and  powerful  alfo,  by 
their  long  war  with  Spain.  Our  maritime  power  was 
owing  to  the  famd  cauie*  If  Philip  II.  had  not  dif- 
turbed  Queen  Etizabeth,  our  fleet  might  have  been 
as*  inconliderable  at  the  clofe  of  her  reign  as  it  was  at 
the  beginning,  when  we  were  peftered  with  pirates 
even  in  the  narrow  feas»  Our  plantations  abroad  were 
in  a  great  meafuK  owing  to  expeditions  againft  the 
Spamards :  and  our  manufa£tures  at  home  were  the 
confequence  of  aflfording  refuge  to  the  king  of  Spain's  • 
Proteftant  fubjeds. 

By  fo  long  a  feries  of  mifmanagement  the  Spaniards 
have  brought  their  affairs  into  fo  wretched  a  ruuation» 
that  they  neither  have,  nor  can  have  any  very  great 
benefit  trom  their  vaft  dominions  in  America.  They 
are  faid  to  be  ftewards  for  the  reft  of  Europe  5  their 
galleons  bring  filver  into  Spain,  but  neither  wifdom 
nor  power  can  keep  it  there  :  it  runs  out  fafter  than 
it  comes  in,  infomuch  that  the  little  canton  of  Bern 
is  really  richer,  and  has  more  credit,  than  the  king 
of  Spain,  notwithftanding  his  Indies.  At  firft  fight 
this  feems  to  be  ftrange  and  incredible  •,  but  when  we 
come  to  examine  it,  the  myftery  is  by  no  means  im- 
penetrable. The  filver  and  rich  commodities  which 
come  from  the  Indies,  come  not  for  nothi/)g,  (the 
king*s  duties  excepted)  and  very  litde  of  the  goods  or 
manufadures  for  which  they  come,  belong  to  the 
fubjefts  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  It  is  evident,  there- 
fore, that  the  Spanifli  merchants  are  but  fa<5lora 
and  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  returns  from  the 
Weft  Indies,  belong  to  thofe  for  whom  they  nego- 
tiate. 

The  very  probity  of  the  Spanifh  merchants  is  de- 
ftruftive  to  their  country  j  for,  as  they  are  never 
known  to  betray  their  trull,  confequently  the  foreign- 
ers who  make  ufe  of  their  names  to  cover  their  com- 
merce  in  the  Indies,  reap  the  intire  advantage  of  the 
high  price  at  which  their  goods  fell.  All  then  cKas. 
refts  in  Spain  is  the  filver  and  %o\d  ou  mJsv^Vav.^^  -a*:.- 
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only  a  farm,  of  which  they  were  to  make  prefentljr 
the  moft  they  could. 

All  yvho  are  in  any  degree  acquainted  with  the.  hif- 
tor^  of  Europe,  know,  that  for  a  long  courfe  of  years 
Spain  maintained  wars  in  Flanders,  Germany,  Italy, 
and  fometimes  in  treland,  which  created  a  prodigious 
*cxpence  of  treafure  and  of  troops ;  neither  of  wnich, 
fiom  the  deadi  of  Charles  V.  tney  were  in  any  con- 
dition to  Ijpare*  As  families  were  reduced  by  die  ex- 
})cncc  of  ferving  in  the  army,  they  wer^  inclined  to 
eek  new  fortunies  in  the  Weft  Indies :  and  thus  num- 
bers went  over  thither,  not  to  cultivate  the  country, 
or  to  improve  trade,  but  to  (trip  and  plunder  thole 
who  were  there  before  them.  Other  great  families 
again  concurred  with  the  meafurcs  of  me  crown,  in 
hopes  of  viceroyalties,  and  other  valuable  offices  ia 
its  conquefts :  but  if  ever  their  fchemes  were  bene* 
ficial  to  their  families,  which  may  admit  of  doubt, 
certain  it  is  that  they  contributed  more  and  more  to 
the  ruin  of  the  Spaniih  nation.  For,  though  his  ca» 
tholic  majefty  once  pofleflcd  Naples,  Sicily,  Sardinia, 
Milan,  with  other  territories  in  Italy,  befide  all  the 
Low  Countries,  and  fome  other  provinces  which  are 
now  loft ;  yet,  for  want  of  attending  to  commerce, 
and  by  having  no  fort  of  oeconomy,  all  this  turned  to 
his  prejudice;  and  it  plainly  appeared  toward  the 
clofe  of  the  laft  century,  that  with  all  their  boaftcd 
fagacity  and  firmncfs,  the  Spaniards  had  ruined  them- 
feives  by  acquiring  too  great  power ;  and  rendered 
themfelves  beggars  by  mifufing  their  immenfe  riches. 
With  fwelling  titles  and  wide  dominions,  they  were 
de(picably  weak,  and  fcarce  any  but  copper  money 
was  to  be  feen  in  a  country,  which  received  above 
twenty  millions  annually  from  its  plantations. 

Before  this  topic  is  quitted,  we  muft  take  norico 
cf  i...orher  thing,  which  is  certainly  very  extraordi- 
nary. This  wrong  turn  in  the  Spanifh  policy  had  a 
woiiderful  cfFeft  j  it  niade  all  the  enemies  of  that  na- 
lioa  rich,  and  all  its  fripnds  poor.     Every  body  knows 

that 
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verfally  odious^  and  infupportable.  Sir  John  Nar- 
borough  tells  us,  the  foldiers  in  garrifon  at  Baldivia 
had  filver  hiked  fwords,  and  their  officers  gold  ones ; 
and  yet  there  was  not  a  whole  coat,  or  a  good  pair  of 
Ihocs  amongft  the  corps. 

When  people  are  in  fuch  a  (ituation,  there  need  be  i)0 
wonder  at  their  endeavouring  to  carry  on  a  clandeftinc 
trade ;    as,  on  the  other  hand,  one  cannot  think  it 
ftrange  that  their  neighbours,  who  live  under  better 
governments,  who  have  at  cheap  rates  all  that  thefe 
Spaniards  want,  and  yet  ftand  in  need  of  the  fifver 
and  gold  with  which  they  abound ;  (hould  be  very, 
willing  to  commence  fuch  an  intercourfe  as  might 
fupply  all  their  wants.     Sometimes  governors  have 
winked  at  this,  not  from  a  principle  of  avarice  on* 
ly,    that  they  might  (hare  in  the  profits   refulting 
from  fuch  a  trade,  but  alfo  from  a  fenfe  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  difpenling  with  laws  fo  ill  calculated  as  to 
deferve  no  refpeft.     For,  to  be  fure,  that  rule  of  juf- 
tice,  which  connects  the  Spanifh  plantations  to  Spain, 
requires  that  the  government  of  Spain  (hould  have  a 
reciprocal  regard  for  thofe  plantations ;  and  a  negledfc 
on  one  part  infers  a  licence  on  the  other.     Upon  this 
principle  it  was,  that  before  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
and  the  Adiento  contra6t,  the  Englifli  at  Jamaica 
fumi(hcd  the  Spaniards  at  Porto  Hello  with  negroes, 
with  the  knowledge  at  leaft,  if  not  by  the  permiffion 
of  the  governors.     The  inhabitants  of  Peru  never 
could  be  without  (laves.     The  government  of  Old 
Spain  never  could,  indeed  never  attempted  to  fupply 
them,  but  permitted  fometimes  the  Genoe(c,  Ibme- 
times   the  French,    to  carry  on  this  trade :    when 
they  did  not  do  it  efieAually,  the  deficiency  was  made 
good   by  fuch  a  commerce  as  is  before  mentioned 
with  the  Engliih,  though  without  any  formal  licence, 
but  by  a  connivance,  the  lefs  criminal  for  its  being 
abfolutely  neceflary. 

The  Situation  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  together 
with  ihe  conveniencies  of  building  and  ft^i^vtvcv^ 
(loops  from  thenccy  engaged  tVv^  \rv\\^vcM\X5i  \cv  ^\%^ 
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and  in  other  branches  of  traffic  Such  as  fettle  them* 
felves  in  thefe  diftant  parts  of  the  world,  do  it  gene- 
rally from  a  fpiric  or  gain»  and  therefore  the  grand 
point  with  them  is  always  how  to  get  mod.  They 
therefore  ibr  a  long  track  of  time,  and  by  various 
methods,  not  necei&ry  to  be  infilled  on  here,'  fupplied 
the  Spaniards  at  Carthagena,  Porto  Bello,  Rio  de  la 
Hacha,  and  other  places,  with  European  commodi- 
ties  of  all  forts  ;  notwithftanding  the  mighty  hazard 
^hey  ran  in  the  management  of  fo  dangerous  a  bufi- 
nefs :  their  own  lives,  and  thofe  of  their  ruftomers, 
being  alike  expofed,  and  frequently  forfeited  to  what 
the  Spaniards  call  juftice.  They  likewife  carried  on 
a  tcade  with  the  Indians  of  Darien,  to  their  great  pro- 
fit, but  with  equal  rifk,  for  the  Spaniards  were  wont 
to  (hew  no  mercy  either  to  Englilh  or  Indians  that 
fell  into  their  hands. 

It  feems,  however,  to  be  our  intereft  to  put  an  end 
to  this  contraband  trade,  if  thereby  we  could  fecure 
eflFeftually  the  friendfhip  of  Spain,  and  a  due  return 
of  kindneis  in  what  regards  the  trade  of  Cadiz,  and 
of  the  South  Sei  company.  There  is  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  our  goods  and  manufaflures  neceilary  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Spanifh  America,  and  which 
they  will  have  fome  way  or  other.  Now  it  is  certainly 
preferable  in  refpeft  to  us,  that  they  (hould  have  them 
in  a  fair,  than  in  a  clandeftine  manner  ^  yet  we  ought 
not  to  be  more  tied  up  in  this  refpeft  than  the  Dutch, 
who  have  as  flouriOiing  a  fair  trade  with  Spain  as  we, 
and  yet  are  much  the  greater  fmugglcrs  of  the  two : 
which  le^ds  us  to  fpeak  of  their  manner  of  carrying  on 
this  trade,  which  turns  fo  largely  to  their  profit. 

The  Hollanders,  in  1632,  difpoflefled  the  Spa- 
niards of  three  little  iflands  off  the  coaft  of  Venezuela, 
viz.  Cura$:ao,  Bonnaire,  and  Aruba.  All  together 
they  are  of  very  little  confequence  in  relpcA  either  to 
their  extent  or  their  produd,  and  yet  the  Dutch  draw 
from  them  an  immenie  profit.  Curasao  is  not  above 
feven  leagues  diftant  from  the  Spanilh  coaft :  a  more 
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convenient  ftation  cannot  be  wiflied  fin:  carrying  on  s^ 
clandeftine  trade.  It  was  firft  introduced  by  the  fale 
of  negroes  brought  thither  by  the  Dutch  from  their 
numerous  iettlements  on  the  ct>aft  of  Guinea,  Thefe 
the  Spaniards  formerly  bought  in  a  manner  openly,  and 
have  t^anfport^  in  their  own  veflels  -fifteen  hundred 
at  atifhe;  but  fince  the  Engliih  from  Jamaica  have 
interfered  in  this  trade,  it  is  funk  very  confiderably ; 
thouffh  thiry  ftill  fupply  the  neighbouring  provinces. 

The  dealers  at  Cura(ao,  and  their  correlpondents 
in  Holland,  were  too  knowing,  too  converfant  in  bu* 
finefs,  to  let  the  dedenQon  of  the  flave-trade  rob  them 
of  the  benefit  of  this  ifland.  In  order  to  replace  what 
was  loft  by  the  EngliAi  interfering  with  them,  they 
built  vaft  magazines,  and  ftored  them  with  all  forts 
of  European  goods,  which  had  a  very  good  effeft. 
In  the  firft  place,  it  preierved  to  them  the  remainder 
of  their  flave-trade ;  for  the  Spaniards  knowing  that 
this  of  all  others  was  moft  winked  at  by  their  gover- 
nors, rcfolved  to  keep  up  a  pretence  of  buying  Oaves, 
in  oriler  to  have  an  opportunity  of  purchafing  other 
things.  Secondly,  it  tempted  the  Spaniards  to  run 
all  hazards,  that  they  might,  at  a  reafonable  price, 
obtain  any  fort  of  European  merchandize  they  wanted, 
and  that  too  whenever  they  pleafed.  It  is  incredible 
what  vaft  fums  have  been  annually  traded  for  in  this 
way.  Befide,  the  inhabitants  of  Curasao,  to  keep  up 
a  good  correfpondence  with  their  neighbours,  and, 
as  far  as  poflible,  to  fix  their  affedions,  refufed  to 
fuffer  any  privateers  to  enter  their  ports,  nor  would 
upon  any  terms  purchafe  their  plunder ;  which  at  the 
fame  time  was  publickly  fold  in  Jamaica,  where  the 

Jjrivateers  ufually  fpcnt  their  money.  This  fpirit  of 
elf-denial,  however,  did  not -hinder  the  traders  of 
Curasao  firom  directing  the  privateers  to  put  into  the 
ifland  of  St.  Thomas,  yrhither  they  inftantly  fcnt 
floops  with  money,  and  atfents  on  board  them  to  pur- 
chafe what  the  privateenrhad  to  fell,  taking  care  to 
fend  the  e&£b  as  fooo  as  poflible  to  Eurooe^  tK-^x.  \k\R. 
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Spaniards  might  have  no  intelligence  of  this  contri- 
vance. 

In  procefs  of  time^  however,  feme  merchants  dcvifcd 
another  way  of  carrying  on  the  fame  kind  of  commerce, 
by  (hips  fent  direftly  from  Europe  to  the  Spanilh 
coails.     Thefc  veffels  were  of  fuch  force,  that  thofc 
on  board  them  ftood  in  no  fear  of  any  precautions 
the  governors  could  take ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
as  their  cargoes  pafled  immediately  from  their  original 
owners  to  the  Spaniards,  they  could  be  afforded  con- 
fidcrably  cheaper  than  fuch    as  were   configned  to 
fadtors  in  America.     The  method  of  trading  was  by  a 
fignal  from  the  (hips,  or  from  the  (hore.     The  long- 
boat was  then  fent  off  well  manned,  brought  the  mer- 
chants on  board  with  their  money,  and  carried  them 
b.irk  with  their  goods.     Thofc  on  board  them  chule 
raOuT  to  fink  than  be  taken;  a  very  extraordinary 
kind  of  courage  ;  for  which,  however,  it  is  not  im- 
ix)niblc  to  account  •,  and  it  may  be  ufeful,  as  well  as 
plrallint,  to  enter  into  the  particulars  thereof. 
.  At  the  time  one  of  thefe  (hips  is  fitting  out,  notice 
is  p/ivcn  to  all  failors,  that  they  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  ontcrins^,  which  they  do  with  great  alacrity, 
ihnr  being,  g^rnerally  fpcaking,  twice  as  many  who 
ortiT  thenHclvcs  as  can  be  made  ufe  of.     When  the 
pn^prietors  have  their  complement  of  picked  (eamen, 
thry  not  only  allow  every  man  his  proper  cargo,  to  a 
certain  value,  but  alfo  furni(h  it  themfclvcs  on  credit 
at  prime  coft.     By  this  means  every  private  man  on 
hoaixi  becomes  a  proprietor ;  and,  if  the  fliip  is  at- 
tacked, fijihis  for  his  own  property :  which  is  the 
reafbn  that  he  will  drown  rather  than  part  with  it,  and 
is  one  caufj  why  guarda-coftas  are  not  over  fond  of 
meeting  with  thefc  veflcls^  but  choole  rather  to  prey 
on  fair  traders^  who  have  fewer  men,  and  are  o^  kto 
force, 

l*hr  little  illand  of  St.  Thomas,  which  lies  in  the 
North  (eas«  about  xburteen  Ra^ues  oflf  Porto  Rico,  b 
the  fole  colony  ^oCkSed  b^  die  Danes  in  the  Weft 
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Indies ;  nor  would  it  be  worth  the  keeping,  but  as  it 
alfo  ferves  to  maintain  an  illicit  trade  with  the  Spa- 
niih  iflands  in  its  neighbourhood.  In  order  to  main- 
tain this  correfpondence,  they  tranfport  from  the 
Danifh  colonies  in  Africa  a  confiderable  number  of 
flaves  for  the  fupply  of  Porto  Rico,  and  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. Under  colour  of  this  trade,  a  commerce  ia 
European  goods  is  catxied  on ;  and  we  may  eafily 
difcern  how  hard  the  Spaniards  are  put  to  it  for  the 
neceflaries,  or  at  lead  tne  conveniencies  of  life,  when 
we  find  them  trading  to  a  place  which  is  a  free  port 
to  privateers  and  pirates  of  all  nations  *,  who  there 
vend  openly,  and  in  the  very  fight  of  the  Spaniards^ 
what  is  taken  from  them  in  the  bafelt  and  molt  bar- 
barous manner  poQible :  and  yet  fo  tame  are  they, 
that  they  not  only  bear  this  with  patience,  buc  will 
even  purchafe  commodities  from  thefe  very  bucca- 
neers; Of  late  years  other  nations  have  made  an  ad- 
vantage of  this  free  port,  and  keep  warchoufes  there 
of  all  forts  of  commodities,  for  the  fcrvice  of  fuch 
cuftomers  as  will  run  the  hazard  of  coming  at  them  5 
and  in  time  of  war  the  privateers  never  want  a  market 
in  'this  place. 

The  Portugueze  at  Rio  Janeiro  maintain  alfo  a  very 
beneficial  correfpondence  with  their  Spanifii  neigh- 
bours. The  goods  with  which  they  fupply  them,  arc 
fugars,  indigo,  tobacco,  wines,  brandies,  and  rums^ 
with  fome  European  goods,  and  fometimes  flaves. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  far  more  indultrious 
than  the  reft  of -the  Brazil  planters  ;  and  this  gives 
them  an  opportunity  of  gaining  confiderably  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  other  places  on 
tlie  river  Plata.  Of  late  years  the  Spaniards  arc 
grown  exceflively  jealous  of  this  colony. 

Befide  thefe  methods  of  trading,  which  we  have 
hitherto  fpoken  of,  there  is  another  common  to  all 
nations ;  with  the  mention  of  which  we  Ihall  con- 
clude. Ships  frequently  approach  the  Spanifii  coafts 
under  pretence  of  wanting  water,  wood^  provifions^ 
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or  more  commonly,  in  order  to  fiop  a  feak.  The 
firft  tlung  that  is  done  in  fuch  a  cafe/  is  to  give  no- 
tice to  the  governor  of  their  great  diftrcls,  and,  as  a 
full  proof  thereof,  to  fend  a  very  confiderable  pie- 
fent.  By  this  means  leave  is  obuincd  to  come  oa 
Ihore,  to eredt  a  warefaoufe,  and  to  unlade  the  (hip: 
but  then  all  this  is  performed  under  the  eye  of  the 
king's  officers,  and  the  goods  are  regularly  entered  in 
a  regifter  as  they  are  brought  into  the  waiefaode, 
which  when  full,  is  (hut  up,  and  the  doon  lealcd 
AH  thcfe  precautions  taken,  the  bufinefs  is  cficftually 
carried  on  in  the  night  by  a  back-door  ^  and  the  Eu- 
ropean goods  being  taken  out,  indigo,  cochineal, 
vinellos,  tobacco,  and  above  aU,  bars  cf  fiver  and 
pieces  of  eight  are  very  exaftly  packed  in  cbe  ftme 
cafes,  and  placed  as  they  ftood  before.  But  then, 
that  fuch  as  have  bought  may  be  able  to  fell  puUick- 
ly,  a  new  fcheme  takes  place.  A  petition  is  prdentcd 
to  the  governor,  fettins  forth  the  ftrahgers  want  of 
money  to  pay  for  proviuons,  building  the  wairhouie^ 
timber  for  repairing  the  fliip,  and  a  propordoBahle 
number  of  fuch  like  items ;  in  coniideracKHi  of  all 
which,  leave  is  defired  to  diipoie  of  fotne  fmall  pan 
of  their  cargo,  in  order  to  difcharge  thcle  debts. 
This  being  obtained  in  the  ufual  manner,  fomethii^ 
of  each  fort  of  goods  which  had  been  privately  fold, 
is  now  publickly  brought  to  market,  and  purchafed 
by  thole  perfons  refpeAively,  who  had  larger  quand* 
ties  in  their  warehoufcs  before.  Thus  the  whole  of 
this  fcene  of  iniquity  is  cranfa&ed  with  all  the  formal 
fokmnity  which  could  attend  an  a£t  of  jufldce  and 
compaQioni 
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PARTICULARS 


RELATING    TO 


,   The  Inhabitants  of  Patagdnk^ 

THE  late  voyages  to  the  Sout!h  Seas  having  en^' 
gaged  the  attention  of  the  public,  we  have 
'  inferted  me  following  particulars  from  a  pamphlet 
iaid  to  be  wrote  by  an  officer  on  board  the  Dolphin* 
The  principal  objeft  worthy  of  general  notice  in  this 
voyage,  as  publiftied,  is  a  confirmation  of  the  account 
formerly  given  by  Magellan,  of  a  gigantic  people 
inhabiting  the  coaft  of  Patagonia :  but  with  regard  to 
its  authenticity,  time  muft  determine. 

Faffing  over  what  the  writer  gives  of  the  othei*  parts 
of  his  voyage,  which  contain  nothing  ne  wor  enter- 
taining, we  (hall  obferve,  that  according  to  his 
account,  when  they  left  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  thc^ 
coaft  of  Brafi],  on  the  loth  of  Odob^,  1764, 
bound,  as  they  thought,  for  the  Cape  off  Good  Hope ; 
a  fignal  was  made  for  the  commander  of  the  Tamer 
fngate  to  come  on  board,  where  he  and  the  fhip*s 
company  were  informed,  that  the  commodore's  or- 
ders were  to  go  on  difcoveries  into  the  South  Sea : 
a  circumftance  which,  from  the  manner  in  which  ic 
was  received,  furnilhes  the  greateft  reafon  to  believe, 
that  no  one  on  board  had  before  the  lead  notion  of 
the  voyage  in  which  they  were  now  engaged.  But 
to  prevent  the  appearance  of  difcontent,  they  were 
at  the  fame  time  acquainted  with  the  intention  of  the 
government  to  allow  them  double  pay,  for  their  en- 
couragement in  the  profecution  of  the  voyage. 
Vol.  L  L  1  Nothia«, 
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br  more  eomrhonly,  in  oider  to  ftop  ^  leak;  The 
firit  thing  that  is  done  in  fiich  a  cafe,'  is  to  give  no- 
tice to  the  governor  of  their  gteat  diftreis^  and,  as  a 
full  proof  thereof,  to  lend  a  very  confiderable  pre- 
fent.  By  this  means  leave  is  obtained*  to  come  on 
Ihore,  taere6t  a  warefaoufe,  .and  to  unlade  the  (hip : 
but  then  all  this  is  performed  under  the  eye  of  the 
king's  officers,  and  the  goods  are  regularly  entered  in 
a  regifter  as  they  are  brought  into  the  warehouie, 
which  when  full,  is  (hut  up,  and  the  doors  fealed. 
All  thefe  precautions  taken,  the  bufinefs  is  efie£tually 
carried  on  in  the  night  by  a  back-door  *,  and  the  £u* 
ropean  goods  being  taken  out,  indigo,  cochineal, 
vinellos,  tobacco,  and  above  all,  bars  of  fihrer  and 
pieces  of  eight  are  very  exaftly  packed  in  the  ftme 
cafes,  and  placed  as  they  ftood  before.  But  then^ 
that  fuch  as  have  bought  may  be  able  to  fell  publick- 
ly,  a  new  fchcme  takes  place.  A  petition  is  prefented 
to  the  governor,  fetting  forth  the  ftrahgcrs  want  of 
money  to  pay  for  provifions,  building  the  warehoufe; 
timber  for  repairing  the  fhip,  and  a  proportionable 
number  of  fuch  like  items ;  in  confideration  of  all 
which,  leave  is  defircd  to  difpofe  of  fomc  fmall  part 
of  their  cargo,  in  order  to  difcharge  thefe  debts. 
This  being  obtained  in  the  ufual  manner,  fomething 
of  each  fort  of  goods  which  had  been  privately  fold, 
is  now  publickly  brought  to  market,  and  purchafed 
by  thole  perfons  rcfpeftively,  who  had  larger  quanti- 
ties in  their  warehoufcs  before.  Thus  the  whole  of 
this  fcene  of  iniquity  is  tranfafted  with  all  the  formal 
folemnity  which  could  attend  an  a£t  of  juftice  and 
compaQioiL 
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f^v  from  affording  good  anchorage ;  for  as  it  princi- 
pally confifts  of  light  fand,  it  is  not  to  be  depended 
upon  ;  and  if  one  anchor  Ihould  ftarc,  while  the  tide 
is  rufliing  in,  the  (hip  would  immediately  take  the 
Ihore,  before  the  other  anchors  could  poffibly  brirfg 
her  up.  However,  it  may  be  fairiy  conjeftured, 
that  there  is  firmer  anchorage  farther  up  the  harbout*, 
cfpecially  for  a  (hip  that  requires  only  a  fmall  draugAt 
of  water.    • 

He  obferves  that  the  country  all  around  is  inteN 
fperfed  with  high  craggy  rocks,  but  between  each 
precipice  the  ground  is  covered  with  coarfe  graft. 
The  vallies  form  a  barren  comfortlefs  profpeft,  fn 
which  there  was  nothing  to  entertain  the  fight,  biit 
great  numbers  of  wild  beads  and  birds,  and  many 
large  heaps  of  bones  that  lie  fcattered  about,  e(peci- 
ally  by  the  fide  of  every  ftfeam  of  water.  But  they 
faw  not  the  leaft  fign  of  the  human  Ipecies. 

Though  they  found  two  or  three  fprings  on  the 
fhore  near  the  harbour,  their  mineral  qualities  unfor- 
tunately prevented  their  being  of  any  ufe  in  fupply- 
jng  the  fhip  with  water ;  and  they  could  not  even  find 
a  quantity  fufficient  for  prcfent  ufe. 

On  the  fouth  fhore  the  rocks  are  not  fo  numerous 
as  on  the  north  fide ;  and  there  are  more  hills  and  deep 
vallies,  but  they  are  covered  only  by  high  grafs,  and 
a  few  fmall  (hrubs.  Hence  this  is  but  a  bad  place  to 
touch  at,  by  any  (hip  that  is  .under  the  neceflity  of 
wooding  and  watering.  The  commodore,  in  order 
to  clear  the  ground  of  the  overgrown  grals,  which 
grew  in  great  quantities,  and  alio  ro  improve  the  foil, 
which  appeared  to  be  of  a  barren  fandy  nature?,  gave 
orders  for  the  grafs  to  be  fet  on  fire  in  different 
places ;  which  was  no  fooner  done,  than  th-^:  flamt-s 
ran  fo  faft,  that  in  Icfs  than  half  an  hour  they  fpread 
fcveral  miles  round.  Before  their  departure  they  funk 
two  cafks,  one  of  them  on  the  north  (hore  from  the 
place  of  anchor3fi:e,  a-breaft  of  the  rock,  which  is 
in  the  form  of  a  lower.     The  other  ca(k  wis  CwvJ^^  c^^ 
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Nothing  worthy  of  obfcrvation  happened  till  the 
27th  of  November,  when  after  many  hard  gales  of 
wind  they  made  Cape  Blanco,  near  the  river  Cacmaro- 
ries,  in  the  latitude  of  46"  50'  fouth,  and  in  the 
longitude  of  72**  7'  weft  from  London.  After  a  few 
days:  fail  they  made  Pengwin  ifland,  about  three  or 
four  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  the  harbour  of  Port 
Defire,  which  lies  in  the  latitude  of  47*^  50'  fouth. 
At  this  place  they  had  very  indifferent  weather,  at- 
tended wjth  frequent  Ihowcrs  of  rain,  and  there- 
fore fent  their  boats  to  found  the  harbour,  which  re- 
turned the  fame  evening. ,  The  next  day  they  weighed 
in  order  to  enter  it  j  but  found  it  very  rocky  at  its 
entrance,  and  not  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  over 
from  fide  to  fide.  Here  xjj^cy  met  with  fuch  a  fudden 
and  violent  ftorm,  that  both  thofe  in  the  boats  and 
thofe  on  boarJ  had  no  reafon  to  expefl  ever  getting 
off,  as  boh  the  v/ind  and  tide  were  againft  them  5 
but  that  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  live,  or  perhaps 
to  perilh  on  this  defart  coaft  of  Patagonia,  fcveral 
hundred  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  any  European 
fettlemcnt :  but  at  length,  their  twelve-oared  birge 
provideiitially  drove  into  the  harbour,  by  which 
ineans  the  fliip  was  prelcrved  j  for  without  this  af- 
liftancc  file  mult  have  periflied,  they  having  no  boat 
to  carry  out  an  anchor. 

During  their  flay  here,  fome  of  the  men  were  em- 
ployed in  repairing  the  fiiip's  rigging,  while  others 
went  afiiorc  in  fearch  of  frefti  water,  though  without 
fuccefs,  as  there  was  but  little  to  be  found. 

The  harbour  itidf  is  not  much  more  than  half  a 
mile  over.  On  the  fouth  fliore  is  a  remarkable  rock 
in  the  form  of  a  tower,  which  appears  on  entering 
the  harbour's  mouth.  A-breall  ot  this  rock  they  lay 
at  anchor,  in  feven  or  eight  fathoms  waier,  moored 
to  the  eall  and  wefi,  v;ith  both  bowers,  which  was 
found  txrreamiy  necelliiiy,  on  account  of  the  llrong 
tide  that  regularly  ebbs  iind  flows  every  twelve  hours. 
,  It  is  alfo  ncccflary  to  obferve,  that  the  ground  was 

far 
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next  morning  they  weighed,  and  making  fail,  at  fix 
the  extreams  of  Terra  del  Fuego  appeared,  extend-' 
ing  from  the  fouth-eaft  by  fouth,  to  the  fouth  weft 
by  fouth,  at  four  or  five  leagues  diftance.  At  eight 
they  difcovered  a  good  deal  of  fmoke  ifluing  from 
different  quarters,  and,  on  a  nearer  approach,  could 
plainly  perceive  a  number  of  people  on  horfeback. 
At  ten  they  anchored  in  14  fathoms  on  the  north 
(bore,  and  faw  Cape  Virgin  Mary,  which  appeared  over 
the  low  neck  of  land  to  the  eatt  nonh-eaft,  and  Point 
Poflcflion  to  the  weft  by  fouth.  Being  about  a  mile 
from  the  land,  they  no  fooner  came  to  an  anchor, 
than  the  people  on  Ihore  hollowed  to  them,  and 
moved  their  hands  •,  on  which  they  immediately  hoift- 
ed  out  their  boats,  manned  and  arm:rd. 

On  approaching  the  ^oaft,  evident  figns  of  fear 
appeared  among  thofe  in  the  boat,  on  feeing  men 
of  fuch  enormous  fize ;  while  fome,  perhaps  to  en- 
courage the  reft,  obferved,  that  thofe  gigantic  peo- 
ple were  as  much  furprifcd  at  the  fight  of  their  muf- 
kets.  This,  however,  fcrved  to  remind  them,  that 
firearms  gave  them  an  advantage  much  fuperior  to 
that  derived  from  ftature  and  perfonal  ttrength. 
When  they  had  rowed  within  20  yards  of  the  fliore, 
they  lay  on  their  oars,  and  obferved  that  great  num- 
bers of  them  furrounded  the  beach,  and  by  their 
countenances  feemed  eagerly  defircus  of  having  themi 
land.  After  the  moft  amicable  figns  wliich  thcfc 
people  were  capable  of  underftanding,  or  the  boat's 
crews  of  giving,  a  fignal  was  made  to  them  to  retire 
backward  -,  and  then  the  commodore  and  chief  offi- 
cers entered  upon  a  Ihort  confultation  on  the  pro- 
priety of  landing.  The  firft  officer,  fired  with  the 
thoughts  of  making  a  full  difcovery  in  regard  to  thefc 
Indian*;,  who  had  been  fo  much  the  fubject  of  con- 
verfarion  among  the  Englilh,  made  a  motion  to  ap- 
proach nearer  and  jump  on  fliorc ;  but  the  commo- 
dore objefted  to  it,  and  would  not  fufter  any  man  to 
go  before  himfelf. 
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As  foon  as  the  Indians  had  retreated  from  the  beach, 
which  thev  had  furrounded  in  I'uch  a  manner,  as  to 
prevent  any  pcrlon's  landing,  the  commodore,  with 
great  intrepidity,  leaped  on  (here,  followed  by  his  * 
officers  and  men,  v/hom  he  drew  up  in  a  pofturc  of 
defence.  Immediately  on  landing  the  inhabitants 
came  about  them,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  or 
ipore.  looking  with  tviden^:  marks  of  furprize,  and 
fhulin'j,  :is  ic  fliould  fccm,  at  the  great  difproportion 
of  their  ih  rure. 

.  After  many  amicable  figns,  which  appeared  equal- 
ly aercLable  to  borh  parties,  the  commodore,  who 
had  L.kcn  with  him  on  fliore  a  great  number  of  trin- 
kets, Ibch  as  firings  of  beads,  ribbons,  and  the  like, 
diftributed  them  with  great  freedom,  as  far  as  they 
W'cnt.  The  method  he  made  ufe  of  to  facilitate  the 
diftiibution  of  them,  was  by  making  the  Indians  fit 
down  on  the  ground,  that  he  might  put  the  firings 
of  beads,  &c.  round  thtrir  necks ;  and  fuch  was  their 
extraordinary  fize,  that  in  this  fituation  they  were 
almoft  as  high  as  the  commodore  when  ilanding. 

They  were  fo  delighted  with  the  diiferent  trinkets, 
which  hung  round  their  necks,  and  fell  down  before 
on  their  boibm?,  that  the  commodore  could  fcarcely 
reftrain  them  from  carefling  him,  particularly  the 
women ;  whofe  large  and  mafculine  features  corre- 
fponded  with  the  enormous  fize  of  their  bodies^ 
Their  m.iddlc  ftature  fcemed  to  be  above  eight  feet : 
their  exrream  nine  and  upward,  1  \\q\x  cloathing 
confifled  of  the  fivins  of  guanacoes,  or  Peruvian  Ihccp, 
which  reached,  from  their  (lioulders  down  to  their 
tnees  -,  and  their  hair  was  long  and  black,  hanging 
down  behind.  The  fices  of  tlie  women  were  painted 
moll  extravciganriy,  and  their  ftatuce  equally  fiirprif- 
ing  with  that  of  the  men.  Their  infanis  in  the  mo- 
ther's-arms,  confidering  their  age,  lore  the  fauie  pro- 
portion on  their  feaiures.  Soa.c  of  tlieir  women  had 
collars  on  their  necks,  and  bracelets  on  their  arms; 
but  from  whence  they  could  rrocuie  them  was  a  fub- 

7  '  \^* 
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jcdt  of  wonder,  as  from  their  great  amazement  at 
firft  fight,  it  was  conjcfturcd,  that  they  had  never 
beheld  any  civilized  beings  before.  It  may,  how* 
^vcr,  be  concluded  from  the  accounts  of  Sir  John 
Narborough,  and  others,  who  have  taken  notice  of 
tbefe  Indians,  that  they  doubtlefs  change  their  fitua- 
tion  with  the  fun,  fpending  the  fummer  here,  and  in 
winter  removing  farther  to  the  north,  in  order  to  en- 
joy the  benefit  of  a  milder  climate.  Hence  Sir  John 
and  others  have  related,  that  they  faw  men  of  an  un- 
conamon  fize,  at  leaft  eight  or  ten  degrees  more  to 
the  northward ;  wlicnce  it  may  reafonably  be  conjec- 
tured, that  during  one  part  of  the  year,  they  may 
have  Ibme  intercourfe  with  the  Indians,  who  border 
on  fome  of  the  Spanilh  fettlements,  and  that  from 
them  they  might  have  pur  hafed  thefe  ornaments. 

Their  language  appeareii  to  be  nothing  more  than 
a  confufed  jargon,  without  any  mixture  of  the  Spa- 
nifti  or  Portiigu^f:?,  the  or:ly  European  tongues  of 
which  it  was  poiTible  for  them  to  obtain  any  know- 
lege ;  and  with  which  it  is  probable  it  would  have 
been  mixed,  fjad  rhey  any  immediate  intercourfe  with 
the  Spanianis  or  Portugi^fc  of  South  America. 
Theie  people  frequently  looked  toward  the  fun  with 
an  air  of  adoration,  and  made  motions  with  their 
fingers  to  communicate  their  minds.  They  appeared 
to  be  of  a  friendly  difpofition,  and  feemed  to  live  in 
great  unanimity  amongft  themfelves.  After  the  com- 
modore and  his  men  had  been  with  them  a  fliort  time, 
they  made  figns  for  thep.i  to  go  to  the  fmoke  which 
they  faw  at  a  diftance,  and  at  the  fame  time  pointed 
to  their  mouths,  as  if  they  intended  to  give  them 
fome  refrelhment:  but  t'.eir  number  being  at  pre- 
lent  greatly  fuperior,  and  it  being  not  improbable 
that  Itill  greater  multitudes  might  come  upon  them 
unawares  from  the  inland  country,  the  commodore, 
who  was  equally  remarkable  for  his  prudence  and  his 
bravery,  thought  it  not  advifeable  to  venture  any  far- 
ther from  the  water-fide. 
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.  As  foon  as  the  Indians  had  retreated  from  the  beach, 
which  thev  had  furrounded  in  iuch  a  manner,  as  to 
prevent  any  pcrfon's  landing,  the  commodore,  with 
great  intrepidity,  leaped  on  (here,  followed  by  his 
officers  and  men,  whom  he  drew  up  in  a  pofturc  of 
defence.  Immediately  on  landing  the  inhabitants 
came  about  them,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  or 
ipore,  looking  with  evidenf  marks  of  furprize,  and 
l/niling,  as  it  fnould  fecm,  at  the  great  difproportion 
of  their  ihicure. 

.  After  many  amicable  figns,  which  appeared  equal- 
ly aerecable  to  both  parties,  the  commodore,  who 
had  t;.kcn  with  him  on  ihore  a  great  number  of  trin- 
kets, iuch  as  firings  of  beads,  ribbons,  and  the  like, 
diftributed  them  with  great  freedom,  as  far  as  they 
went.  The  method  he  made  ufe  of  to  facilitate  the 
diftribution  of  them,  was  by  making  the  Indians  fit 
dvown  on  the  ground,  that  he  might  put  the  firings 
of  beads,  &c.  round  their  necks ;  and  liich  was  their 
extraordinary  fize,  that  in  this  fituation  they  were 
almoft  as  hi!^h  as  the  commodore  when  ftandint^. 

They  were  fo  delighted  with  the  diiferent  trinkets, 
which  hung  round  their  necks,  and  fell  down  before 
on  their  bolbms,  that  the  commodore  could  fcarcely 
rcftrain  them  from  carefling  him,  particularly  the 
women ;  whcfti  large  and  mafculine  features  corre- 
fpontled  wicli  the  enormous  fize  of  their  bodies^ 
Their  middle  ftature  Icemed  to  be  above  eight  feet ; 
their  exrream  nine  and  upward.  1  lieir  cloathing 
confided  of  the  ficins  of  guanacoes,  or  Peruvian  fheep, 
which  reached  from  their  fiioulders  down  to  their 
knees  •,  and  their  hair  was  long  and  black,  hangijig 
down  behind.  The  fices  of  tlie  women  were  painted 
moll  extravagantly,  and  their  ftature  equally  kirprif- 
ing  v/ith  that  of  the  men.  Tlieir  iiifiiiis  in  the  mo- 
thcrVarms,  confidering  their  age,  horc  the  fanie  pro- 
portion on  their  feacures.  Son.c  of  tlicir  won;en  had 
collars  on  their  necks,  and  bra«.eltrs  on  their  armsj 
but  from  whence  they  couid  [^r^-tuic  ihcm  was  a  fub- 
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with  men  and  arms,  as  a  fecurity,  in  cafe  there  {hould 
be  any  attempt  to  furprife  01'  injure  him,  or  any  of 
thofe  who  went  with  him  -,  though  the  people  on  (hore 
did  not  feem  to  have  any  thing  like  an  ofTeniive  wea- 
pon  among  them. 

On  the  commodore's  landing,  in  company  with  his 
lieutenant,  he  made  figns  to  the  Indians,  who  were 
crouding  round  him,  to  retire,  which  they  very  rea- 
dily did,  to  the  diftance  of  30  or  40  yards.     He  then» 
attended  by  his  lieutenant,  advanced  toward  them 
about  20  yards ;  and  their  number  was  fbon  encrealed 
to  upward  of  500  men,  women  and  children.     Seve* 
ral  civilities  at  this  time  pafled  on  both  fides,  the  In* 
dians  exprefling  their  joy  and  fatisfa£tion  by  fining 
uncouth  fongs,  (baking  hands,  and  fitting  with  looks 
of  pleafure,  with  their  wives  and  children  round  the 
commodore,  who  diftributed  among  them  ribbons  and 
firings  of  beads,  with  which  they  appeared  extrcamly 
delighted.     He  tied  necklaces  round  the   necks  of 
feveral  of  the  women,  who  feemed  to  be  from  fcven 
and  a  half  to  eight  feet  high  ;  but  the  men  were  for 
the  mod:  part  about  nine  feet  in  height,  and  fome 
more.      The  commodore  himfclf  meafures  full  fix 
feet,  and  though  he  flood  on  tip-toe,  he  could  but 
juft  reach  the  crown  of  one  of  the   Indians  heads, 
who  was  not,  by  far,  the  tailed  among  them.    The 
men  are  well   made,  broad  fet,  and   of  prodigious 
iftrength,  of  a  copper- colour,  with  long  black  hair  ; 
and  were  cloathed  with  (kins,  which   were  fattened 
about  their  necks  by  a  thong  -,  the  fkins  worn  by  the 
men  being  loofe,  but  the  women's  girt  clofe  with  a 
kind  of  belt.     Many  of  the  men  and  women  rode 
on  horfes,  which  were  about  fifteen  hands  and  a  half 
high,  all  of  them  aflride ;  and  they  had  among  them 
fome  dogs,  which   had  fharp  nofes  like    foxes  -,  and 
were  nearly  of  the  fize  of  a  middling  pointer. 

Thefc  friendly  people  invited  the  commodore,  and 
all  thofe  who  were  landed,  to  go  with  them  xxtj  ^^ 
country,  ihewing  a  diftant  fmokc^  and   96\tv\\tv^^ 
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their  mouths,  as  if  they  intended  to  give  them  a  re- 
paft;  and  in  return,  the  comTiodore  invited  the  In- 
dians to  come  on  board,  by  pointing  to  his  (hip  ;  but 
neither  of  them  accepted  of  the  others  invitation : 
and  therefore  having  paiTed  two  hours  in  an  agree- 
able converfation,  carrird  on  wholly  by  figns,  they 
parted  with  all  the  n.arks  of  friendfhip. 

The  country  all  around  is  fandy ;  but  divcrfined 
with  fmall  hills,  covered  wih  a  Ihort  coarfe  grafs, 
and  with  Ihrubs,  none  of  wfjich,  as  Sir  John  Nar- 
borough  has  long  before  remarked,  is  large  enough 
to  make  the  helve  of  a  hatchet. 

Another  gentleman  on  board  has  given  an  account 
that  exactly  tallies  with  the  above,  with  thefe  additional 
circumftances :  That  v/Iien  they  were  loor  f2  leagues 
within  the  Ilreiglitf?,  they  faw  through  their  glafles 
many  people  on  fnore  of  a  prodigious  fize ;  which 
extraordinary  magnitude  they  thought  to  be  a  decep- 
tion, occafioned  by  the  hazincfs  of  the  air,  it  bein<y 
then  fomewhat  foggy ;  L  ut  on  coming  near  the  land 
they  appeared  of  ftill  greater  bulk,  and  made  ami- 
cable figns  to  our  people  to  come  on  fhore.  That 
when  the  (hip  failed  on  to  find  a  proper  place  of  land- 
ing, they  made  lamentations,  as  if  they  were  afraid 
our  people  were  going  otF,  and  would  not  land.  He 
alfo  fays,  there  were  near  400  of  them,  and  about 
one  third  of  the  men  were  on  horfes  not  much  lar«:»cr 
than  ours  -,  and  that  they  rode  with  their  kfiees  up  to 
the  horlc's  withers,  having  no  ftirrups.  That  there 
were  women,  and  many  children,  whom  fome  of  our 
people  took  in  their  arms  and  kifTed,  which  the  In- 
dians beheld  with  much  fceming  fat.sfaccion.  That 
by  way  of  afFedtion  and  cftccm,  they  took  his  hand 
between  theirs,  and  patted  it ;  and  that  fome  of  thole 
he  faw  were  ten  feet  high,  well  proportioned  and 
well  featured ;  their  ikins  of  a  copper-colour,  r.nS 
they  had  neither  ofTcnfive  nor  defenfivc  weapon?. 
He  alfo  lays,  that  they  fcemcd  particularly  pleafcd 
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with  lieutenant  Cummins,  on  account  of  his  feature, 
he  being  fix  feet  two  inches  high,  and  that  fome  of 
them  patted  him  on  the  flioulder,  but  their  hands 
fell  with  fuch  force,  that  it  affefted  his  whole  frame. 

In  fine,  another  officer  of  the  fquadron,  who  is 
affirmed  to  have  communicated  an  account  of  thefc 
extraordinary  people  to  the  Royal  Society,  in  a  paper 
which  that  learned  body  is  faid  to  have  referved  for 
publication,  gives  the  fame  account,  with  thcfe  ad- 
ditional circumftances  :  that  they  alt  appeared  to  be 
very  fagacious,  eafily  underftood  the  lignals  or  inti- 
mationa  which  our  people  made  to  them,  and  be- 
haved mih  great  complacency  and  good  nature. 


The  End  of  the  First  Volume. 
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their  mouths,  as  if  they  intended  to  give  them  a  r«- 
paft;  and  in  return,  the  commodore  invited  the  In- 
dians to  come  on  board,  by  pointing  to  his  fhip  ;  but 
neither  of  them  accepted  of  the  others  invitation*: 
and  therefore  having  pafled  two  hours  in  an  agree- 
able converfation,  carried  on  wholly  by  figns,  they 
parted  with  all  the  marks  of  fricndlhip. 

The  country  all  around  is  fandy ;  but  divcrfified 
with  fmall  hills,  covered  with  a  Ihort  coarfe  grafs^ 
and  with  (hrubs,  none  of  which,  as  Sir  John  Nar- 
borough  has  long  before  remarked,  is  large  enough 
to  make  the  helve  of  a  hatchet. 

Anothet  gentleman  on  board  has  given  an  account 
that  exaftly  tallies  with  the  above,  with  thefe  additional 
circumftanccs :  That  when  they  were  lo  or  r2  leagues 
within  the  ftreights,  they  faw  through  their  glafles 
many  people  on  fhore  of  a  prodigious  fize ;  which 
extraordinary  magnitude  they  thought  to  be  a  decep- 
tion,  occafioncd  by  the  hazinefs  of  the  air,  it  being 
then  fomewhat  foggy ;  but  on  coming  near  the  land 
they  appeared  of  ftill  greater  bulk,  and  made  ami- 
cable figns  to  our  people  to  come  on  fhore.  That 
when  the  (hip  failed  on  to  find  a  proper  place  of  land- 
ing, they  made  lamentations,  as  if  they  were  afraid 
our  people  were  going  otF,  and  would  not  land.  He 
alfo  fays,  there  were  near  400  of  them,  and  about 
one  tliird  of  the  men  were  on  horfes  not  much  larger 
than  ours  ;  and  that  they  rode  with  their  knees  up  to 
the  horle's  withers,  having  no  ftirrups.  That  there 
were  women,  and  many  children,  whom  fome  of  our 
people  took  in  their  arms  and  kifled,  which  the  In- 
dians beheld  with  much  fceming  fat.sfaftion.  That 
by  way  of  affeftion  and  ellcv:m,  they  took  his  hand 
between  theirs,  and  patted  it  •,  and  that  fome  of  thofe 
he  faw  were  ten  feet  high,  well  proportioned  and 
well  featured  •,  their  Ikins  of  a  copper-colour,  nnS 
they  had  neither  offenlive  nor  defenfive  weapons. 
He  alfo  (ays,  that  they  feemed  particulaHy  pleafcd 
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with  lieutenant  Cummins,  on  account  of  his  ftaturc, 
he  being  fix  feet  two  inches  high,  and  thatfotncof 
them  patted  him  on  the  fliouldcr,  but  their  hands 
fell  with  fuch  force,  that  it  affected  his  whole  frame. 

In  fine,  another  officer  of  the  fquadron,  who  is 
affirmed  to  have  communicated  an  account  of  thcfe 
extraordinary  people  to  the  Royal  Society,  in  a  paper 
which  that  learned  body  is  faid  to  have  referved  for 
publieation,  gives  the  fame  account,  with  thcfe  ad- 
ditional circumftances  :  that  they  all  appeared  to  be 
very  fagacious,  eaCly  underftood  the  lignals  or  inti- 
mations which  our  people  made  to  them,  and  be- 
haved with  great  complacency  and  good  nature. 
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ERRATA,   in  the  Introduction. 

In  the  Table  of  the  Planets,  p.  lo,  for  Jays  anj 
bcurSj  in  the  diurnial  rotations  of  Mars  and  Jupiter, 
read  tours  and  minutes. 

p.  15,  1.  10  from  the  bottom,  for  rarification^  read 
rarefaStion. 
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